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As a graduate student with stage 4 
cancer, Matthew Campbell entered 
treatment in Seattle with an atypi-
cal request.

“Right away, he asked about 
volunteering with (the center),” 
Matthew’s mother, Judy Campbell, 
recalled him saying. “That was one 
of his questions right away: ‘Can I 
help?’”

In Seattle, Matthew continued 
taking courses at the University of 
Washington toward his master’s 
degree in transportation engineer-
ing from Montana State University. 
Aside from academics, playing 
hockey, and listening to music, 
Matthew prioritized altruism.

In June of 2019, he was diag-
nosed with desmoplastic small 
round cell tumor sarcoma, a rare 
childhood cancer, and died a 
year later at the age of 25. Now, 
it’s his mother’s goal — as well 
as the Campbell family and 
a considerable portion of the 
Juneau community— to carry on 
Matthew’s dream of spreading 
kindness.

Some things are bigger 
than winning

One way to do this was through 
the launch of the Matthew Camp-
bell #LiveLikeMatthewC Award, 
which recognizes two local hockey 
players for their kindness and 
sportsmanship. Winners are gifted 
a hockey stick of their choice at the 
end of the season.

One award is given to a Juneau 
Douglas Ice Association club 
member and another is given 
to a Juneau-Douglas High 
School:Yadaa.at Kalé hockey 
athlete.

“This isn’t an award that goes 
to the highest-scoring player,” 
Campbell said. “It’s an award that 
is given to someone who is a great 
teammate, shows good sports-
manship, and most importantly, 
is kind.”

Hockey season is just start-
ing up in Juneau, and coaches 
will have until February to decide 
who lives like Matthew did. Last 
year, Ike Puustinen was awarded 
the 14U JDIA hockey award, and 
Colton Johns was awarded the 
JDHS award. This year, coaches 
will select a member from the 12U 
JDIA team.

Continuing the legacy

Matthew’s younger brother, 
Brandon Campbell, learned to 
walk when he was 14-months-old. 
By the time he was 16-months-
old, Matthew had him on the ice, 
teaching him how to skate, accord-
ing to his mother.

Matthew started playing 
hockey when he was 5-years-old, 
the same year Treadwell Arena 
opened. Matthew belonged to the 
JDIA as a player, then a referee, 
and then a coach. He then played 
four years of varsity hockey on 
the JDHS team, and played adult 

recreational hockey while study-
ing engineering at Montana State 
University.

After moving to Seattle for treat-
ment, Matthew continued his 
passion for hockey and joined the 
Greater Seattle Hockey League 
and the Seattle Pride Hockey 
Association.

“For all the years I coached 
Matthew with JDHS, he loved the 
game, but more than anything, 
he loved being a part of the team,” 
said Luke Adams, the head coach 
of the JDHS varsity hockey team. 
“He was a source of positive 
energy and kindness that was truly 
one of a kind.”

Off the hockey rink, Matthew 
skied, played in the MSU Band, 
and traveled to Kenya with Engi-
neers Without Borders to help the 
community of Khwisero install 
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As NHL masked men 
go, Anchorage’s  
Jeremy Swayman  
is a young gun

In the excitement of 
seeing Anchorage’s Jeremy 
Swayman crack the NHL 
this year, what could easily 
get lost in his emergence is 
how unusual it is to see a 
goaltender debut, let alone 
flourish, at such a young age 
in the world’s best hockey 
league.

Swayman debuted for the 
Boston Bruins last spring at a 
mere 22. He doesn’t turn 23 
for another couple weeks.

To put that in perspective, 
of the 71 goalies who have 
played in the NHL this 
season, Swayman is the 
fifth-youngest.

More perspective: The 
average age of those 71 
goaltenders is roughly 28 
years, 10 months.

Swayman is one of 21 NHL 
goalies (29.6 percent) who 
are 25 or younger. A higher 
percentage, 25, or 35.2 
percent, are 30 or older.

Goaltenders traditionally 
develop later than forwards 
and defensemen at the 
world-class level. They 
generally need considerable 
time to learn the physical 
nuances of their craft and 
to hone their situational 
awareness. They generally 
require minor-league 
seasoning both physically 
and mentally. And they 
usually need time to develop 
the emotional maturity to 
handle the pressure of the 
job. (Not to put too fine a 
point on it, but a goaltender’s 
failure is noted by a flashing 
red light. They do that at your 
workplace?)

In any event, Swayman 
was able to develop his skills, 
particularly his technical 
precision, in the U.S. Hockey 
League and then at the 
University of Maine, where 
in 2020 he was a first-team 
All-American and Hockey 
East Player of the Year. He 
signed with Boston, who 
drafted him in the fourth 
round in 2017, following his 
junior year.

After just nine games as a 
rookie with the Providence 
Bruins of the American 
Hockey League – and 
eight wins – Swayman was 
summoned to Boston. He 
stopped 40 shots in his NHL 
debut on April 6 to backstop a 
4-2 victory. Swayman stayed 
hot. He went 7-3-0 with a 
1.50 goals-against average, 
.945 save percentage and two 
shutouts. This season, he is 
2-2-0, 2.28, .900.

Swayman was roughly 22 
years, 5 months old when 
he made his NHL debut. By 
comparison, the other two 
goalies from Alaska to play 
in the NHL were older when 
they debuted. Ty Conklin 
of Anchorage was 25 years, 
6 months old when he 
debuted for the Edmonton 
Oilers on Oct. 16, 2001. And 
Pheonix Copley of North 
Pole was about three weeks 
past his 24th birthday when 
he debuted for the St. Louis 
Blues on Feb. 7 2016.

With Bruins stalwart 
Tuukka Rask out indefinitely 
following hip surgery, 
Swayman currently is 
splitting time with 28-year-
old Linus Ullmark.

 — Doyle Woody

Arizona basketball 
conference taps Traivar 
Jackson for honor

Anchorage’s Traivar 
Jackson has taken the 
Arizona Community College 
Athletic Association by storm.

The freshman kicked off 
his career with three great 
games to fuel Pima’s 3-0 
start, averaging 17 points, 11 
rebounds, 2.7 blocked shots 
and 2.3 steals per game.

Jackson, a 6-foot-7 
freshman starter, also shot 64 
percent from the field and 80 
percent at the foul line. His 

See REPORT, Page B4

Remembering Matthew
Family prepares for 2nd annual hockey awards

By Therese Pokorney
For the Juneau Empire

COURTESY PHOTO
Judy Campbell smiles with Matthew Campbell in this photo shared by the Campbell family. Matthew died in 2020, 
a year after being diagnosed with a rare cancer. His family continues his legacy with the annual Matthew Campbell 
#LiveLikeMatthewC Award.

See MATTHEW, Page B4

What’s the rush? College teams struggle to establish ground attacks
By Steve Megargee

AP Sports Writer

MADISON, Wis. — Across the 
country, teams once again are 
discovering that establishing a 
rushing attack is even tougher than 
it was the year before.

The average yards per carry 
for Bowl Subdivision teams is on 
pace to dip for a third consecutive 
season. FBS teams are gaining 4.35 
yards per rush, down from 4.41 in 
2020, 4.46 in 2019 and 4.51 in 2018.

Nowhere is this trend more 
apparent than at No. 20 Wisconsin 
(No. 18 College Football Playoff 
), which has a chance to produce 
statistically the best season of any 
FBS run defense in over a decade.

“The No. 1 thing when you’re 
playing against a team is you’ve 
got to stop the run,” Wisconsin line-
backer Leo Chenal said. “You don’t 
want to give them any momentum. 
You don’t want to give them an easy 
5 yards, 4 yards.”

Wisconsin (6-3, 4-2 Big Ten) has 

won five straight games thanks 
largely to a defense that allows just 
54.7 yards rushing per game – 26 
fewer than any other FBS team – 
and 1.9 yards per carry.

The last FBS team to finish a 
season allowing below 55 yards 
rushing per game is the 2008 TCU 
squad that yielded just 47.1 per 
game. TCU also gave up just 1.7 
yards per carry that year, making it 
the most recent FBS team to end a 
season allowing below 2 yards per 
rush.

Alabama allowed 2.01 yards 
per carry during its 2016 national 
championship season.

“We’re an experienced defense,” 
Wisconsin nose tackle Keeanu 
Benton said. “We didn’t lose many 
people last year. We’ve been play-
ing with a lot of the same people for 
two to three years now.”

As tough as Wisconsin has been, 
it’s a bit of an outlier among Power 
Five teams.

Yards per carry actually are up 
from last year in three of the Power 

Five leagues, thanks in part to the 
fact that teams from those leagues 
are playing more nonconference 
games against Group of Five or 
Championship Subdivision foes 
than they did in the pandemic-
impacted 2020 season.

The Atlantic Coast Conference 
has gone from 4.42 to 4.62 yards 
per rush, the Big 12 has moved from 
4.33 to 4.71 and the Southeastern 
Conference has soared from 4.26 
to 4.72. Yards per rush are relatively 
unchanged in the Big Ten (4.20 to 
4.19) and have dipped in the Pac-12 
(4.68 to 4.57).

Average yards per carry are up 
from 2019 - the last non-pandemic 
season - in every Power Five league 
but the Big Ten and SEC.

The big drops have come in the 
Group of Five, where every league’s 
yards per rush is down from last 
year’s season-ending average.

Those averages should increase 
slightly late in the year now that 
those Group of Five teams are 
primarily playing conference 

games with fewer matchups against 
Power Five programs. By that same 
logic, Power Five averages could 
drop a bit over the next couple of 
weeks.

Even so, it’s noteworthy that 
Conference USA teams are gain-
ing just 3.99 yards per carry and 
Mountain West teams are muster-
ing just 3.97. No FBS league has 
finished a season averaging below 
4 yards per carry since American 
Athletic Conference teams gained 
3.93 yards per rush in 2014.

“With the extra year of eligibility 
with the COVID situation, every-
body is more mature,” said Brent 
Brennan, the coach at Moun-
tain West school San Jose State. 
“You’ve got guys who are stronger, 
older, have played more football. 
You’re not having to fit and fill with 
younger, less experienced players 
as much as you would in a normal 
season.”

Group of Five teams figured to 

See GROUND, Page B4

COURTESY PHOTO
Colton Johns (center, with a blue hat) was awarded the JDHS hockey award 
named for Matthew Campbell. He stands with (from left to right) Brandon 
Campbell, Judy Campbell and Andrew Campbell.
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SUN AND MOON

ShowersT-storms Rain Flurries Snow Ice Cold Warm Stationary
FRONTSPRECIPITATION
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NATIONAL CITIES

TODAY’S FORECAST    

Weather(W): s-sunny, pc-partly cloudy, c-cloudy, sh-showers, t-thunderstorms, r-rain, sf-snow flurries, sn-snow, i-ice.

Shown are noon positions 
of weather systems and 
precipitation
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PRECIPITATION
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TIDES
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REGIONAL WEATHER

ALASKA CITIES

High Feet

Low Feet

Low FeetHigh Feet

TODAY

TOMORROW

High/low  ..........................................  39°/28°
Normal high/low  .............................  39°/30°
Record high  ................................. 50° (1976)
Record low  .................................... 7° (1989)

Shown is 
today’s 

weather. 
Temperatures 

are today’s 
highs and 

tonight’s lows.

Today Saturday Sunday Monday Tuesday

Rain; mixed with 
snow early

An a.m. flurry, then 
snow showers

Cloudy with a little 
snow

Chilly with a little 
snow

Cloudy; snow and 
ice at night

Hi: 41 Lo: 34 Hi: 39 Lo: 27 Hi: 37 Lo: 22 Hi: 33 Lo: 19 Hi: 35 Lo: 15

Length of Day - 8 hrs., 3 min., 53 sec.
Daylight lost - 4 min., 25 sec.

Full
Nov 18

First
Dec 10

New
Dec 3

Last
Nov 27

Sunrise today   7:39 a.m.
Sunset tonight   3:43 p.m.
Moonrise today   2:48 p.m.
Moonset today   none

Atlanta 68/44/s 56/36/s 60/40/s
Billings 49/45/c 56/36/c 59/50/c
Boise 60/44/c 57/42/c 61/44/pc
Boston 61/46/r 58/41/pc 51/41/pc
Chicago 43/33/sn 40/32/c 40/25/sf
Cincinnati 55/33/c 42/32/c 46/30/r
Cleveland 55/34/pc 43/33/c 41/33/sn
Dallas 68/39/s 64/48/s 69/47/pc
Denver 55/38/pc 65/33/pc 64/45/pc
Detroit 53/34/c 45/31/c 39/30/sn
Helena 51/45/c 53/39/c 59/46/c
Honolulu 83/70/pc 86/71/c 84/72/sh
Houston 77/47/s 68/44/s 75/54/pc
Jacksonville 76/56/t 72/40/s 65/41/s
Las Vegas 78/57/s 78/58/s 79/59/s
Little Rock 60/34/pc 52/35/s 63/35/pc
Los Angeles 90/66/s 89/66/s 87/60/s
Memphis 63/35/pc 51/37/s 62/36/pc
Miami 80/71/t 80/68/t 80/64/pc
Milwaukee 43/34/sn 43/33/c 40/28/sf
Minneapolis 39/28/sf 36/27/sn 35/23/sf

Nashville 65/34/pc 51/31/s 58/33/pc
New Orleans 74/52/s 61/43/s 66/49/s
New York 64/48/r 59/39/sh 50/42/pc
Olympia 57/42/r 52/46/r 58/54/c
Orlando 82/64/t 79/53/c 72/50/s
Palm Springs 93/65/pc 93/64/s 94/65/s
Philadelphia 66/45/r 59/37/sh 50/39/pc
Phoenix 88/59/s 88/60/s 86/59/s
Pittsburgh 57/36/pc 43/32/sn 39/31/sn
Portland, ME 56/39/r 55/35/pc 51/36/pc
Portland, OR 62/48/r 60/53/r 62/55/c
Sacramento 69/49/pc 70/47/pc 69/49/pc
San Diego 85/62/pc 81/59/s 77/58/s
San Francisco 66/55/pc 67/54/s 68/55/pc
Seattle 58/45/r 53/48/r 59/53/c
St. Louis 50/31/pc 46/38/pc 51/30/c
Spokane 51/37/r 49/41/c 57/49/c
Syracuse 59/41/r 48/37/sh 47/34/c
Tampa 81/67/sh 77/55/pc 71/55/s
Tucson 86/52/s 86/51/s 85/52/s
Wash., D.C. 66/47/r 58/37/pc 53/40/pc

 Today Saturday Sunday  Today Saturday Sunday

Anchorage 20/17/pc 22/15/pc 20/13/s
Bethel 10/-4/s 5/-5/pc 5/-2/c
Dillingham 14/0/s 15/0/s 12/-1/s
Dutch Harbor 38/36/sf 39/34/c 42/39/r
Fairbanks 6/4/sn 8/-2/sn 0/-6/c
Fort Yukon 9/5/c 8/-2/pc 1/-9/c
Gustavus 41/34/sn 37/32/sh 38/24/c
Homer 26/16/sn 25/19/pc 25/15/s
Kenai 21/9/pc 21/8/s 22/6/pc
Kodiak 29/23/pc 33/33/sf 35/26/s
Kotzebue 2/-6/pc 5/3/pc 7/-8/sn
Nome 15/5/pc 17/12/pc 19/8/c
Point Hope 8/2/c 13/10/sn 16/7/c
Seward 24/19/sf 28/21/sf 23/15/pc
Utqiagvik 20/8/sn 14/8/sn 18/8/c
Yakutat 38/30/sn 37/23/r 35/23/c

 Today Saturday Sunday

Forecasts and graphics provided by AccuWeather, Inc. ©2021

Readings through 3 p.m. yesterday

24 hours ending 3 p.m.  ...................... Trace
Month to date (normal)  .........  0.52” (2.42”)
Year to date (normal)  ......... 67.48” (56.34”)
Last year to date  ..............................  61.10”

8:06 a.m. .............13.9
7:48 p.m. .............13.4

1:01 a.m. ...............1.9
1:54 p.m. ...............5.3

2:16 a.m. ................................2.3
3:07 p.m. ................................4.1

9:08 a.m. ............................. 14.7
9:06 p.m. ............................. 13.6

Kodiak: Clouds and sun today. Winds 
west-northwest 8-16 mph. Cold to-
night with a bit of snow, accumulating 
up to an inch. Winds northwest 6-12 
mph.

Anchorage: Partial sunshine today. 
Winds north 6-12 mph. Tonight: occa-
sional snow and fl urries, mainly early 
with little or no accumulation.

Bethel: Mostly sunny and very cold 
today. Winds north-northwest 6-12 
mph. Very cold tonight. Winds 
north-northwest 6-12 mph. Partly 
sunny tomorrow.

Fairbanks: Today: occasional snow 
and fl urries, mainly later with little 
or no accumulation. Winds light and 
variable.

Nome: Partly sunny and very cold 
today. Winds north-northwest 6-12 
mph. Mostly cloudy tonight.

Lynn Canal: Wind NNW at 6-12 
kts. Seas at 1-2 ft.

Stephens Passage: Wind 
SSE at 7-14 kts. Seas at 

1-2 ft.
Icy Strait: Wind ESE 

at 7-14 kts. Seas 
at 1-2 ft.

COURTESY PHOTO
Ike Puustinen (center, in hockey gear) was awarded the JDIA hockey club award named for 
Matthew Campbell. He is joined by (from left to right) Judy Campbell, her husband Andrew, coach 
Mike Bovitz, Brandon Campbell, his mom Shawna Puustinen and his dad Kevin Puustinen.

and learn to maintain 
composting latrines. From 
his desire to help others, he 
became a STEM mentor, 
and resurrected the MSU 
chapter of the International 
Transportation Engineers 
after it was inactive for years, 
and became the chapter 

president.
Along with the #LiveLike-

MatthewC hockey award, 
the Campbell family is 
setting up a Matthew Peter 
Campbell Memorial Schol-
arship, which will go to a 
JDHS student who shows 
the same characteristics as 
Matthew did.

By awarding the hockey 
players and setting up the 
academic scholarship, 
Campbell said she wants 

her son to be remembered.
“He wanted to be here 

so badly,” she said. “My 
mission is to make sure that 
Matthew is never forgot-
ten. We need a lot more 
kindness in this world, and 
losing Matthew was a loss of 
a giant amount of kindness.”

• Therese Pokorney is a 
freelance reporter currently 
based in Juneau. She can be 
reached at tbpoko@gmail.
com-

Matthew
From Page B1

benefit most from the NCAA 
granting an extra year of 
eligibility because those 
leagues had fewer play-
ers who would leave school 
early to enter the NFL draft. 
While the extra year should 
have helped teams at every 
position, longtime Air Force 
coach Troy Calhoun noted 
that defenses benefited 
most.

Fifteen of the 16 players 
who earned first-team or 
second-team all-Mountain 
West honors as defensive 
linemen or linebackers last 
season are back with their 

teams this year.
“They’re bigger bodies, 

they’re older bodies, they’ve 
been in their system longer so 
the run fits are more exact… 
and the open-field tackling’s 
a little better also,” Calhoun 
said. “So you just don’t see 
nearly as many big gains.”

Ricky Rahne, the coach at 
Conference USA program 
Old Dominion, offered 
another theory.

Rahne cited the transfers 
and other newcomers who 
have boosted run defenses 
in his league, but he also 
believes teams have figured 
out better ways to defend 
RPOs (run-pass options) 
now that they’ve had more 
time to deal with them.

“Teams have said to 

themselves, ‘We’re not going 
to let you just run the ball or 
just RPO us to death. If you’re 
going to move the ball, we’re 
going to make you drop-back 
pass and so some of those 
things,’ ” Rahne said. “Some 
teams have ben able to do 
that. Obviously in our league 
Western Kentucky has been 
very successful at drop-back 
passing and doing a nice job. 
So is Marshall.”

Rahne noted that this 
trend isn’t limited to his 
conference while praising 
the team that’s setting the 
standard at stopping the run.

“Look at Wisconsin’s run 
defense right now,” Rahne 
said. “It’s historically good, 
and it’s been trending that 
way for a while.”

Ground
From Page B1

efforts didn’t go unnoticed as he was 
named ACCAC Division II Player of the 
Week.

Pima’s average margin of victory was 
54.7 points in the three games. Not the 
stiffest competition, but Jackson didn’t 
make the schedule. He did make his 
opponents pay, though.

He posted two double-doubles – 
missing the third by a single rebound 
– and had game highs of 20 points, 14 
rebounds, 4 steals and 3 blocks.

The Pima Aztecs feature another 
Alaskan in Griffin Effenberger of 
Ketchikan.

The 6-foot-5 freshman guard comes 
off the bench and has averaged 6 points, 
3.3 rebounds and 3.3 assists in three 
games.

He flirted with a triple-double against 
Benedictine Mesa with a season-high 
10 points, nine rebounds and seven 
assists.

 — Van Williams

From Denver to Dubai, Alev 
Kelter stays busy traveling the 
world with Team USA rugby

Eagle River’s Alev Kelter was part of 
the USA Women’s XVs National Team 
that hit the rugby field last week for the 
first time in two years.

Kelter played in both matches for the 
Americans against Canada in the Pacific 
Four Regional Series at Infinity Park 
near Denver, Colorado.

Canada prevailed in the two matches, 
winning 15-9 and 23-13.

This was the USA Women’s XV 
National Team’s first match since Nov. 
23, 2019.

Kelter, the two-time Olympian, made 
her 15th and 16th career caps with the 
15s team. Among the 23 players on the 
team, only three of them have more 
experience.

Team USA will head to Dublin to 
face Ireland on Friday, followed by 
England in Worcester on November 
21. But Kelter won’t make the trip. She 
will return to her USA Sevens residency 
for training ahead of the start of the 
HSBC World Rugby Sevens Series, 
which begins at the end of the month in 
Dubai.

Kelter has had a legendary career in 
the Sevens Series, ranking No. 1 among 
Americans and No. 4 in the world in 
all-time scoring with 802 points in 177 
matches.

The second-highest American scorer 
is Naya Tapper, who ranks No. 18 in the 

world with 430 points.
Kelter’s 372-point lead showcases how 

much Team USA leans on the Alaskan 
for offense.

Not only is she a rugged running 
back capable of breaking tackles to 
score 5-point tries, but she kicks 2-point 
conversions. In the 2019-2020 season, 
she compiled 21 tries and 33 conversions 
for 171 points in 24 matches.

Her background in soccer makes her 
a perfect fit for conversions. She played 
soccer and hockey at the University of 
Wisconsin.

Kelter, of Chugiak High fame, is also a 
sure tackler, making her one of the most 
talented two-way players in the world. 
Since her debut in 2014, she has not 
missed an international tournament – 
making her the most capped American 
female rugby player to date.

 — Van Williams 

Marko Cheseto breaks own 
record for double amputees, 
places 72nd at NYC marathon

Marko Cheseto keeps lowering his 
marathon record for amputees.

The former University of Alaska 
Anchorage standout ran Sunday’s 
New York City Marathon in 2 hours, 35 
minutes and 55 seconds to place 72nd 
overall among almost 25,000 runners 
and 57th for men.

Cheseto, 38, first broke the record 
for bilateral (above the knee) double 
amputees at New York in 2018 with a 
time of 2:52 and lowered that to 2:42 at 
the 2019 Boston Marathon.

Cheseto, now a resident of Groveland, 
Florida, took the record to a new level 
on Sunday with an average pace per 
mile of 5 minutes, 57 seconds. Running 
on carbon-fiber bladed prosthetics, 
Cheseto’s well-paced effort including a 
first half of 1:17:09 and a second half that 
was only slightly slower.

The NYC effort came just 27 days after 
Cheseto ran the Boston Marathon — 
which was moved to October due to the 
pandemic — in 2:53.

Six Alaskans also ran New York on 
Sunday. Chugiak’s Hannah Booher, 23, 
led the way in 3:23:57, good for 333rd 
among women and 25th in the 20-24 age 
group.

Other Alaskans included Miker 
Frantes of Fairbanks in 4:00:53; Jeffrey 
Wright of Sitka in 5:08:50; Alison Sterley 
of Anchorage in 6:15:36; Kimberly 
Randolph of Anchorage in 6:48:58; and 
Matt Edman of Anchorage in 6:55:03.

 — Matias Saari
• These stories first appeared at 

alaskasportsreport.com. Alaska Sports 
Report is an expansion of the Alaska 
Sports Blog.

Report
From Page B1

By Tim Booth
AP Sports Writer

SEATTLE — Washing-
ton’s Bob Gregory already 
knew the drill as he stepped 
into the role of interim head 
coach for this week.

He did it once before when 
he was at Boise State, even if 
the result was a rather forget-
table loss.

“Thanks for reminding 
me of that,” Gregory dead-
panned this week. “That 
was a long time ago. It was a 
completely different team.”

The defensive coordina-
tor is filling in after coach 
Jimmy Lake was suspended 
one game without pay for 
making physical contact 
with one of his players on the 
sideline during last week’s 

loss to Oregon. As interim, 
Gregory will lead Washing-
ton (4-5, 3-3 Pac-12) when it 
hosts Arizona State (6-3, 4-2) 
on Saturday.

It’s been a tumultuous 
couple of weeks for the 
Huskies, who are on the 
verge of their first losing 
season since 2009 and need 
wins in two of the final three 
games to become bowl 
eligible. It started before 
the rivalry game when Lake 
took a shot at Oregon’s 
academics. It continued with 
another lackluster offensive 
performance and Lake’s 
loss of composure on the 
sideline.

A day after the loss, Lake 
fired offensive coordinator 
John Donovan and replaced 
him with wide receivers 

coach Junior Adams for the 
rest of the season. Lake was 
suspended a day later.

Gregory believes the 
Huskies will rally amid the 
chaos.

“I think our guys are going 
to be energized and ready to 
go,” Gregory said. “We play 
a great opponent. So there’s 
no quit in this football team. 
That is not happening. We’ve 
had a lot of adversity this 
year. We’ve had some tough 
times, but our team has 
fought the entire time. We’ve 
been close. We’ve just got to 
get over the hurdle.”

The Sun Devils have also 
faced chaos but it’s been on 
the field and mostly due to 
inconsistency. The same 
Sun Devils that were routed 
by Washington State at home 

two weeks ago rebounded 
with a thorough 31-16 drub-
bing of USC last Saturday.

Arizona State is still only 
one game behind Utah in 
the Pac-12 South stand-
ings, although the Utes won 
the head-to-head matchup. 
The Sun Devils must avoid a 
stumble in Seattle — a place 
they’ve lost in their last two 
visits — if they want to have a 
chance should Utah slip up.

Junior’s chance: This 
week begins an audition 
for Adams at the helm of 
an offense that has under-
performed all season. The 
Huskies rank in the bottom 
third nationally in several 
major offensive categories 
and 10th in the Pac-12 in 
total offense and scoring.

The Huskies managed 

just 166 total yards last week 
against Oregon and Adams 
sounded open to making 
personnel changes, includ-
ing a possible change at 
quarterback, where Dylan 
Morris has struggled.

“It’s too late in the season 
to go and reinvent the wheel, 
right,” Adams said. “Us going 
in there and trying to rein-
vent the wheel is not giving 
our players, not setting 
them up for success. We’re 
going to go back and look 
at the things that we did this 
season that gave us success 
and we’re going to try to 
build on that.”

Tu r n o v e r  t r o u b l e : 
Arizona State QB Jayden 
Daniels hasn’t been at his 
best the past couple of 
weeks. Daniels has four 

interceptions and one touch-
down in the last two games, 
and was just 11 of 20 for 145 
yards last week against USC.

Getting back on track 
against Washington won’t 
be easy. The Huskies pass 
defense has been one of 
their few strengths. They 
held Oregon QB Anthony 
Brown to 98 yards passing 
last week.

“It’s working progress, 
there’s no doubt about 
that. But we’ve seen what 
it can look like,” Arizona 
State coach Herm Edwards 
said. “I think UCLA was a 
good game when it all came 
together, our running game 
and our passing game. So 
we still have an opportunity 
to next three weeks to clean 
that up.”

Amid coaching chaos, Washington set to host Arizona State


