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NGROSSED IN MY work, the calm is
periodically shattered by a loud crash
through my headphones - memories ;,f
¢ Exposure Therapy 1 received last year re-
nain vivid. The therapy, which confronted me
vith the sounds of danger remembered from
war-torn Yemen, was my pathway to peace
allowing me to enjoy fireworks with fn’ends’
and navigate normal life without adrenaline
spikes every time someone dropped a plate or
slammed a door.

Seven years ago, I was doing aid work in
gana’a, Yemen. I feared abduction and the
bombs that fell. The bombs the Saudi Arabian
armed forces dropped were UK and US-made.
'm British and Canadian, so the irony that I
could be taken out by a bomb that my own gov-
ermnment exported was not lost on me.

Despite Canada's history of arms sales to Saudi
Arabia, it committed to the global Arms Trade
Treaty in 2019, which bars exports known to
facilitate genocide, crimes against humanity.
breaches of the Geneva Conventions, or attacks;
on civilians. Saudi Arabia's pattern of bombing
civilians is widely reported. Its blockade of the
Port of Hodeidah was described by the United
‘Nations as exacerbating the world’s worst hu-
manitarian crisis.

Back in Canada, I met an MP and urged her to
halt arms sales to Saudi Arabia. She acknowl-
edged the dilemma, highlighting the jobs at
stake. Since that conversation, Canada has at-
tracted more criticism for arms exports to Tur-
key, after evidence proved the technology made
its way into the conflict between Azerbaijan
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The Canadian Peace Museum recently high-
lighted that 65 per cent of Canadians T€£3~ ;
peace as a fundamental element of our nationd
identity. However, our current trajectory threat-
ens not just to compromise this identity but also
to violate our shared ethical principles. The ra-
tionale for arms exports, especially to nations
with questionable human rights records, is not

-defensible.
As we stand at this critical juncture, the

choices we make today will not only define our
legacy but also determine our moral direction.
We must advocate for a comprehensive review
of our current arms export policies and demand
increased transparency in arms deals. By do- |

ng so, we can ensure that our nation's practi ‘
align with our values of peace and jis’tice Lc?t
us commit to a future where we prioritize &Iﬁ
sufficiency, transparency, and a steadfast com-
mitment to peace, thereby ensuring that our ac-
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