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371
APPENDIX
TO THE
Chap. 3. Book IL. Part I
Of Witheraf.

T HE Being of Witches, and even the Pof-
~ fibility of Witchcraft, being called in Que-
ftion by many, who do not feem to lay any
great Strefs upon Things which to our Forefa-
thers appeared moft convincing; and upon this
Account perhaps Mr. Sergeant Hawkins having,
in his Pleas of the Crown, contented himfelf with.
a bare Recital of the ftanding Laws againt
Witchcraft, without offering any Obfervations
upon them, or fo much as the leaft Mention of
Precedents or Cafes formerly adjudged : 1 think
it not amifs, here to give the Reafons, why I
have departed from the Pattern of that learned
and judicious Gentleman, and treated this ex-
traordinary and myfterious Crime in a diftereng
Manner. ' "
Nothing {eems plainer to me, than that there
may be, and have been Witches, and that per-
haps fuch are now a&ually exifting; which I
jntend, God willing, to clear in a larger Work
: L a 3 cons
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concerning the Criminal Law : Tho at the fame
Time I cannot account for the Way and Man-
ner of performing their hellifh Ogerations; nor
take upon me to determinc what Things, ap-
parently effected by them, werc Realities ; and
what only diabolical Juggling, or Senfations
excited in us, by the Power of an evil Spirit
working upon our Organs, and caufing fuch
Ideas, as are commonly produced by the Pre-
fence of certain external Obje&s. Such nice
Inquiries I do not pretend to wade into; and
~ perhaps the Nature of Spirits, their feveral
Powers and Operations, are very much out of
the Reach of the moft thinking Philofopher.
However I chufed, in the Chapter of my Book
concerning Witchcraft, to make an Abftra& of
Things relating to that Matter, taken from the
Precedents and Decifions of our fupreme Court
of Julticiary, the Trials of Witches in other
Countries, and the Obfervations of Writers up~
on that Subje&; toferve to the Reader for a
Piece of Entertainment about the former Pra-
@ice: Tho it fthould not happen in every Re~
fpe&t to be obferved asa Rule in this learned
and inquifitive Age, when probably Things
will come to be more accurately fifted, than
fome are ready to imagine was done by our
Predeceflors, as if they, following the Humour
of the Time in which they lived, had been too
credulous in this important Affair. ,
Some Things by me recitcd about the Marks
and Chara&erifticks of a Witch, or of a Perfon’s
e _ h " being
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being bewitched, how Witches enter into Com~
pact with the Dewvil, his having carnal Copu-
Jation with them, white Witches, and the Imps
of Witches, (to which Regard has been had in
forcign Trials, and in our Pra&ice) may in-
dced appear very ftrange, but whether thefe be
true or falfe, 1 do not fay: Only this one
Thing is fure, that fuch Matters of Fa& have
been laid in IndiCtments, and given in Evi-
dence; which is all my Bufinefs with them;
and if any Man, upon reading what I have faid
of Witchcraft, bc of Opinion, that I am no
Witch myfclf, I fhall be fatisfied. '

FINIS.

INDE X.
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