
The Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Service of Daily Prayer -- Morning 
September 13, 2020 
 
P: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
P: In the morning, O Lord, You hear my voice; 
C: In the morning I prepare a sacrifice for You and watch. Psalm 5:3 

P: My mouth is filled with Your praise, 
C: and with Your glory all the day.  Psalm 71:8 

P: O Lord, open my lips, 
C: and my mouth will declare Your praise. Psalm 51:15 

All: Glory be the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 
Scripture Readings 
Genesis 50:15-21 
When Joseph's brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, “It may be that Joseph will hate us 
and pay us back for all the evil that we did to him.” So they sent a message to Joseph, saying, “Your 
father gave this command before he died: ‘Say to Joseph, “Please forgive the transgression of your 
brothers and their sin, because they did evil to you.”’ And now, please forgive the transgression of 
the servants of the God of your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. His brothers also came 
and fell down before him and said, “Behold, we are your servants.” But Joseph said to them, “Do not 
fear, for am I in the place of God? As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good, 
to bring it about that many people should be kept alive, as they are today. So do not fear; I will 
provide for you and your little ones.” Thus he comforted them and spoke kindly to them. 
 
Romans 14:1-12 
As for the one who is weak in faith, welcome him, but not to quarrel over opinions. One person 
believes he may eat anything, while the weak person eats only vegetables. Let not the one who eats 
despise the one who abstains, and let not the one who abstains pass judgment on the one who eats, 
for God has welcomed him. Who are you to pass judgment on the servant of another? It is before his 
own master that he stands or falls. And he will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make him stand. 
 
One person esteems one day as better than another, while another esteems all days alike. Each one 
should be fully convinced in his own mind. The one who observes the day, observes it in honor of the 
Lord. The one who eats, eats in honor of the Lord, since he gives thanks to God, while the one who 
abstains, abstains in honor of the Lord and gives thanks to God. For none of us lives to himself, and 
none of us dies to himself. For if we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord. So 
then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord's. For to this end Christ died and lived 
again, that he might be Lord both of the dead and of the living. 
 
Why do you pass judgment on your brother? Or you, why do you despise your brother? For we will 
all stand before the judgment seat of God; for it is written, “As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall 
bow to me, and every tongue shall confess to God.” So then each of us will give an account of himself 
to God. 
 



Matthew 18:21-35 
Then Peter came up and said to him, “Lord, how often will my brother sin against me, and I forgive 
him? As many as seven times?” Jesus said to him, “I do not say to you seven times, but seventy-seven 
times. 
 
“Therefore the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with his 
servants. When he began to settle, one was brought to him who owed him ten thousand talents. And 
since he could not pay, his master ordered him to be sold, with his wife and children and all that he 
had, and payment to be made. So the servant fell on his knees, imploring him, ‘Have patience with 
me, and I will pay you everything.’ And out of pity for him, the master of that servant released him 
and forgave him the debt. But when that same servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants 

who owed him a hundred denarii, and seizing him, he began to choke him, saying, ‘Pay what you 
owe.’ So his fellow servant fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay 
you.’ He refused and went and put him in prison until he should pay the debt. When his fellow 
servants saw what had taken place, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their 
master all that had taken place. Then his master summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked 
servant! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. And should not you have had 
mercy on your fellow servant, as I had mercy on you?’ And in anger his master delivered him to the 
jailers, until he should pay all his debt. So also my heavenly Father will do to every one of you, if you 
do not forgive your brother from your heart.” 
 
Hymn: LSB 509, Christ Is Surely Coming 

 

 

 

 
 
Sermon 
 This morning, Paul’s words to us are strange. Strange, in that he joins two very different things 
together. In just a few short verses, Paul moves from talking about food to talking about the return of 
Christ. He begins by talking about eating. Not eating as in receiving the Lord’s Supper -- certainly a 
form of eating we’d recognize as theological -- but eating as in consuming daily food. Some 
Christians in Rome are eating only vegetables and others are eating all things, without any 
discrimination.  



This matter is so small and so specific that scholars today have trouble understanding it. It 
seems the argument was about whether or not Gentile Christians should keep Jewish food laws; or, 
as in Corinth, if they could eat meat from the pagan meat markets, knowing it came from the 
sacrifices in pagan temples. In other words, could they eat meat that was not kosher? If in doubt, 
should they abstain from meat all together? So, on the one hand, Paul is writing about something 
small and temporal. He is delving into the details of our daily dishes, and in a matter mostly relevant 
to a long-ago century. 

But then, in just a few verses, Paul speaks about that which is large and eternal and important 
to everybody of all centuries. He asks us to remember that we all shall stand before the judgment seat 
of Christ. He sees the return of Christ and the Last Judgment. This judgment embraces life: all of life, 
both now and forever. 

In just a few verses, Paul moves from the food on your plate to the judgment seat of Christ; 
from the small and temporal to the large and eternal. What does eating have to do with the judgment 
seat of Christ? How are these two joined together? For Paul, the return of Christ is not something 
distant from God’s people. This fact of Christ’s royal reign and power is woven into the details of our 
daily lives. There is no aspect of our earthly life that should not be informed or touched by the central 
fact that Christ is in charge, and we belong to him as his faithful people. It is with this in mind that 
even something so simple as baking or not baking a cake can become a statement of faith if the 
specific context suggests it. 

Your daily life is woven into his kingdom and everything you do, eating or sleeping, working 
or playing, under the rule of God. As Paul writes, “For none of us lives to himself, and none of us 
dies to himself. For if we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we died to the Lord. So then, 
whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s”. In baptism, God has claimed you as his own. 
He has joined you to Christ. Christ has risen and ascended and promises to come again. Until that 
day when he returns, you are still his; your daily life has been woven into his kingdom. 

Unfortunately, this is a truth we can sometimes forget. There is always the danger that we will 
forget that we live in God’s kingdom, even here and now, and end up on the road that leads to 

destruction. In our gospel reading this morning, Jesus gives us a picture of this problem. It is hidden 
in the background of a parable that he tells. In his parable, Jesus contrasts two kingdoms: the 
kingdom of God and the kingdom of this world. In the kingdom of God, all debts are forgiven. In the 
kingdom of this world, all debts must be paid in full. 

A servant is brought before his master with fear and trembling, because he lives in the 
kingdom of this world. All debts must be paid and he has a debt to his master. A huge debt: ten 
thousand talents was worth 200,000 years work for the average worker. In today’s terms, we might 
do well to say “a bajillion dollars,” a sum as meaningless to our daily perception as trillions of the US 
national debt. This debt was one the servant could never repay, not even in a thousand lifetimes. He 
comes before his master in fear because he lives in a kingdom where debts must be paid and there is 
no way he could ever pay this debt. 

The master, however, lives in a different kingdom. A kingdom where debts are forgiven. And 
so, out of mercy on his part, he forgives this man his debt. That moment of forgiveness is not just a 
transaction. It is an invitation by the master to live in a new kingdom. The master invites his servant 
to live in a world where debts are forgiven, and not just his own debt. When the servant leaves, 
however, he forgets. Coming across someone who owes him a little bit, he demands it all. And 
without knowing it, this servant has walked into prison himself, choosing to go back to where 
everyone pays his or her debt and he too, now, must suffer in prison until his debt is paid. Forgiven 
by God and invited to live in a kingdom where debts are forgiven, this man chooses to live in a world 
of judgment where everyone has to pay their own debt. 



With this parable, Jesus is also inviting his disciples to live in God’s kingdom, a kingdom 
where their debts are forgiven, their sins are paid for not by their own hard work but by the death 
and resurrection of Christ. In Jesus, God has opened the door for all of us to live in this kingdom, this 
kingdom where sin is forgiven in Jesus Christ. Why, like the foolish servant, would we choose to go 
back to where people have to pay their own debts? 

That’s the problem concerning Paul. God’s people have all been forgiven in Christ. God has 
brought them to new life and they live in Christ’s eternal kingdom. But, for them, Christ’s kingdom 
doesn’t change how they live with one another. Right now, they are fighting over food. Those who 
are strong in faith are despising those who are weak and those who are weak are passing judgment 
on those who are strong. God’s church is being divided, broken apart, filled with despising and 
judgment rather than forgiveness, forbearance, and love. God has saved them all in his act of dying 
love and yet that love is dying. They no longer see it, nor live it, but despise and judge one another 
over something as small as food. How do we live with one another? Do we receive one another as 
people for whom Christ died? Do we live in the love of God that has brought us into his kingdom 
and will lead us all to eternal life with him? 

I see a parallel in the debate these days over masks. Just like the food we eat, it’s not strictly 
theological: there are faithful and unfaithful ways of wearing a mask, and faithful and unfaithful 
ways of not wearing. Faithfully, some people might wear a mask because they’re concerned about the 
well-being of others. Faithfully, others might not wear one, not out of a sense of bravado or 
carelessness but out of trust in God and His provision. Unfaithfully, a person might wear a mask 
purely out of fear for themselves; likewise, others might not wear out that misplaced sense of bravery 
or prioritizing their own comfort over other’s safety. 

Just like the issue of food Paul talks about, the point is not the act itself; the point is the motive 
and thought behind it. You can faithfully eat or faithfully not eat, and both coexist within one Body of 
Christ. You can faithfully wear a mask, or faithfully not wear; and both should coexist within the 
Body of Christ, without any mockery or recriminations or arguments about it. As Paul would say, 
whether you wear or do not wear, make sure your decision is made out of faith and out of honor for 

the Lord. 
Paul writes, “For to this end Christ died and lived again, that he might be Lord both of the 

dead and of the living” -- this goal being that we may all belong to him. When Jesus entered this 
world, he came in humility. He gathered about himself those who had accumulated great debts. Tax 
gatherers who were stealing from God’s people, women who had sold their bodies, ruffians and 
criminals and sinners of all sorts. Those who had wandered far from God’s ways and were very 
much in debt, unable to set themselves free.  

These are the ones that Jesus gathered around him and these are the ones for whom Jesus died. 
Although he had no debt of his own, Jesus used his priceless life as payment for sin. Not his sin, but 
ours. Our lack of love for one another. Our willingness to judge and despise those for whom Christ 
died rather than forgive and forbear. These sins and all sins were laid upon Jesus and he died in 
payment of their costly debt. Today, Paul proclaims this wonderful truth among us. Jesus Christ died 
and lives again for you. That you might be his own and live under him in his kingdom. His kingdom 
is eternal, established in the heavens, and no one on this earth can ever take it away. 

This is the kingdom that Jesus describes in a parable this morning. This is the kingdom that 
Joseph, by faith, lives in. When Joseph’s brothers came before him, they knew that they had sinned 
against him. They had sold him into slavery. They lied to their father, acting as if Joseph were dead. 
And now, after their father is dead, they lie to Joseph, telling him something their father never said, 
hoping to save their lives by a lie. There they are, on their knees before Joseph, hoping to live by a lie 
they put on the lips of their dead father.  



Yet Joseph knows of their sin, their deception, and their lies. And not only is Joseph wise, he is 
also strong. He rules over the people of Egypt, second in authority only to Pharaoh himself. Joseph 
could have them sold into slavery. He could banish them. He could rule over them in vengeance, yet 
Joseph chooses to rule over them in love. They try to live by a lie they put on the lips of their father 
but Joseph invites them to live by the truth that comes from their God. Joseph lives by love not 
hatred. By doing that, he invites them into a different kingdom, a kingdom far greater than Egypt: the 
kingdom of God. Here, sins are forgiven and God’s people live with one another in love. “Do not 
fear,” he says, “I will provide for you and your little ones”. 

Jesus foretells this kingdom in a parable to his disciples. Joseph foreshadows this kingdom in 
love to his brothers. Paul now proclaims this kingdom in Christ for all people. In the death and 
resurrection of Jesus, God has brought us into his kingdom. He forgives our sins and he invites us 
now to live with one another in love. Christ Jesus rules over all and there will be a day when 
everyone sees this. He will return to judge the living and the dead. On that day, he will fulfill his 
promise and raise us to live with him in a new creation. Until that time, however, we live by faith in 
this one who loves us. Although Jesus doesn’t appear in the heavens right now to reveal his rule, he 
does appear in small ways on this earth through the lives of his people. God’s people reveal Christ’s 
rule by living in this world in self-sacrificial love. Through the cross, Jesus has brought us all into his 
kingdom and until he returns we live by his love. 
Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
 Maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
 Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 Born of the virgin Mary, 
 Suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 Was crucified, died, and was buried. 
 He descended into hell. 
 The third day He rose again from the dead. 
 He ascended into heaven 
 And sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
 From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the holy Christian Church, 
 the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 



     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Prayers 

P: In peace let us pray to the Lord: 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
P: For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all our mind, let us pray 

to the Lord: 
C: Lord, have mercy. 

P: For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, and for the 
proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let us pray to the Lord: 

C: Lord, have mercy. 
P: For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common welfare of us all, let us 

pray to the Lord: 
C: Lord, have mercy. 

P: For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to the Lord: 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
P: For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous, and for all who travel, let 

us pray to the Lord: 
C: Lord, have mercy. 

P: For all those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed and orphaned, and for all 
those in prison, let us pray to the Lord: 

C: Lord, have mercy. 
P: For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us pray to the Lord: 
C: Lord, have mercy. 

P: Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the Lord: 
C: Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 
P: O God, our refuge and strength, the author of all godliness, hear the devout prayers of Your 

Church, especially in times of persecution, and grant that what we ask in faith we may obtain; 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
P: Almighty God, merciful Father, who created and completed all things, on this day when the 

work of our calling begins anew, we implore You to create its beginning, direct its 
continuance, and bless its end, that our doings may be preserved from sin, our life sanctified, 
and our work this day be well pleasing to You; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C: Amen. 
All: I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept 

me this night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep me this day also 
from sin and every evil, that all my doings and life may please You. For into Your hands I 
commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that 
the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen. 

 
P: Let us bless the Lord! 
C: Thanks be to God! 



P: The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and preserve 
you. 

C: Amen. 


