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"Son of man, I have made you a 

watchman for the people of Israel; so 

hear the word I speak" - Ezekiel 3:17 

 

 

   

Christ Lutheran Church, Pascagoula, MS  

 ON CROSS 

BEARING, by H. L. 

Senkbeil, Triumph of 

the Cross 

 

We all love a parade.  We can picture 

it in our mind’s eye: Jesus on his 

donkey, the palms waving, the 

crowds cheering, and little children 

singing: “Hosanna!”  But Palm 

Sunday leads to Good Friday.  And 

Holy Week helps us remember that 

the only way to glory is through the 

cross; the only way to victory is 

through affliction; the only way to 

life is through death. 

So let’s turn our attention to another 

parade, the one that came towards the 

end of Holy Week: The Good Friday 

parade, when the soldiers led Jesus 

out to Golgotha.  Very little about 

that procession is recorded except the 

curious detail that they met Simon of 

Cyrene on their way out and that the 

Roman soldiers forced him to carry 

the cross for Jesus.  Whatever the 

reason, this man Simon was the one 

picked to bear the cross of Jesus.  

And he is not alone.  We all have our 

crosses to bear as well. 

 

Can it really be so?  Can it be 

possible that the God who loves us 

with an everlasting love could take 

away our security, our health, our 

loved ones—and still be a God of 

love?  Is it possible that he may lay a 

cross on our backs, like the cross that 

was placed on Simon’s back?  Can 

we just go merrily on, mouthing our 

pious platitudes and pretending life is 

grand? 

Well, of course, we can’t.  But we 

don’t need to.  And that’s just the 

point.  We know that God is at his 

best when life is at its worst.  Our 

hope is not built upon our job 

security, our health and welfare, our 

physical comfort, or our income.  All 

is not right with the world just 

because God is in his heaven.  No, all 

is right with the world because God 

was on the cross—because God 

himself died on that cross on Calvary, 

paying the penalty for all of our sin 

and rebellion. 

Holy Week keeps us honest.  We 

don’t have to pretend that everything 

is just peachy.  It isn’t.  But 

nobody—least of all God—promised 

you a rose garden.  He has not 

promised that you will be healthy, 

wealthy, and wise.  But he has 

promised that there will be strength 

for every weakness, hope for every 

heartache, peace in all turmoil, and 

consolation in every pain.  For Jesus 

has already been stricken, smitten, 

and afflicted so that we might find 

health, healing, and comfort in his 

holy wounds. 

Simon had his cross that day, and we 

will have ours as well—a burden, a 

hardship, an affliction: each 

especially designed to drive us to 

repentance, to draw us to our Father’s 

arms, where we find shelter and 

peace.  The One who shared his cross 

with Simon will share your cross with 

you.  For Jesus Christ is with you in 

your cross, whatever it may be.  And 

with his body broken and blood 

outpoured, we find forgiveness for all 

our sins, life in all its fullness, and 

eternal salvation.   

 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=note+from+the+pastor+clipart&view=detailv2&&id=70C2D3588B21E4C5677D1F2CF0BB5EBBC7F0A287&selectedIndex=1&ccid=cnGuGxPe&simid=608055920158772458&thid=OIP.M7271ae1b13dec77fbc6dd088c7dfad5bo0


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March Anniversary 

& Birthdays (2019 picture) 

 

Frank Feazell, Margaret Harrell, 

Ruby Dale, Jody & Tara Heusman 

& Susan Rademacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Elders & Lay Readers 
 

4 Shawn Robbins  

11 Kevin Rademacher (Kyndel T.) 

18 Bobby Trehern (Jody H.) 

25  Jody Heusman (Jay T.) 

 

 

 

 

2 Jannette & James Chisholm 

5 Bente & Harrell Paul 

7 Brian & Danielle Linn 

30 Michael & Dee Kelley 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4 Cathy Groff  

7 Preston Robbins 

10 Gary Groff  

11 John Schollian   

16 Gerd Gunnufsen  

16 Marion Brown   

21 Janet Torries  

22 Jannette Chisholm   

25  Derek Waffel 

25 Luke Waffel 

26 Ann Marie Purdy 

27 Jerold Shepherd   

30 Heather Pardue    

Bible Treasure Hunt: Solve the clue to discover 

the treasure, a Bible person, place, or thing. 

Answer on calendar. 

 

Luke 10:25-37 Who was the first person to come 

upon the injured man in the parable of the Good 

Samaritan? Was it the tax collector, the innkeeper, 

the priest or the judge? 



 

 

April Scripture Readings 
 Apr. 1 

Holy (Maundy) 
Thursday 

Ex. 24:3–11 
Psalm 116:12–19 

1 Cor. 10:16–17 Mark 14:12–26 

 Apr. 2 Good Friday Is. 52:13—53:12 
Psalm 22 or 
Psalm 31 

Heb. 4:14–16;  

5:7–9 
John 18:1—19:42 
or John 19:17–30 

EASTER Apr. 4 

The Resurrection of  

Our Lord  

Easter Sunrise 

Ex. 15:1–11 
Psalm 118: 

15–29 
1 Cor. 5:6b–8 John 20:1–18 

 Apr. 4 
The Resurrection of  

Our Lord Easter Day 
Is. 25:6–9 Psalm 16 1 Cor. 15:1–11 Mark 16:1–8 

 Apr. 11 Second S. of Easter Acts 4:32–35 Psalm 148 1 John 1:1—2:2 John 20:19–31 

 Apr. 18 Third S. of Easter Acts 3:11–21 Psalm 4 1 John 3:1–7 Luke 24:36–49 

Mary Martha News 

Will meet on Monday, April 5 at 5:30 pm.  

All ladies are welcome to attend. 

Spaghetti Take-Out 

Sunday, April 18 after  worship service. $10 a plate. 

Wind River Indian Reservation Transportation at Fort Washakie in Wyoming 

Wind River Lutheran Mission 

$40,000 

 

 

Baptism at the Mission 

 Wind River Lutheran Mission (WRLM) works with the 

Shoshone and Arapaho tribes and is currently the only existing 

full-time mission with a pastor living on site. In this high poverty 

area of Native Americans, children receive little or no support 

when it comes to Christian education. A large part of this 

ministry focuses on outreach to the children of the Wind River 

Reservation. Very few children can acquire transportation to 

attend bible classes at Fort Washakie and Crowheart. Parents 

allow WRLM staff to pick up their children and take them to 

Sunday school or VBS. In most instances this is the only opportunity to share the Gospel of Christ with children 

living on the reservation.  With a suitable vehicle purchased with this grant money, children will be able to 

continue the approximately eighty-eight mile round trip for Sunday school at Fort Washakie and the sixty mile 

round trip for “Monday” school at Crowheart. 



 

 

Minutes 3/15/2021 
Church Council Meeting: 03/15/2021 

Shawn Robbins called the meeting to order and Pastor Waffel opened with prayer.  Motion made, seconded and carried to 

waive reading of the February minutes. 

Pastor’s Report: See attached report.   

The Church is planning on two (2) services for Good Friday: one at noon; and, a second service at 7:00.  The 

Order of Service may or may not be the same for both services. 

With the fast approaching arrival of Hannah and Jordan Dunlap’s baby, they are no longer able to maintain 

housecleaning at the Church.  Thanks were extended for their service; however, a new housecleaning service 

will be needed.  Various members of the Council will obtain estimates on a cleaning service and that option, 

versus volunteers within the Congregation, will be discussed at the April meeting. 

Pastor will be on vacation for the April meeting; however, Council will meet for their regularly scheduled 

meeting on April 19, 2021 at 6:00 pm. 

Regarding Covid Safety protocol going forward, it was decided that masks would be required through April 

25, 2021, giving everyone who wants a vaccine the opportunity to get one.  Beginning in May, masks will be 

optional.  The pews will not be marked off but everyone is encouraged to practice social distancing.  We will 

return to Common Cup option at each individuals discretion.   

Two Confirmands, Anna Claire Howard and Kevin Rosamond, will be welcomed to membership on Palm 

Sunday.  A small, outdoor reception will be held under the carport area. 

There will be two services for Easter Sunday, one at 7:30 with a continental breakfast and small Easter Egg 

hunt to follow; and, a second service at 10:00.  Weather allowing all events will be ‘open air’ and/or outside 

as possible.   

President - Shawn Robbins - no report 

Vice President - Kevin Rademacher - absent/no report 

Elders - Jody Heusman - no report 

Trustees - Jerold Shepherd - Completed Projects: the window sills at the front of the Church have been repaired; Dave 

Griffin finished the asphalt patchwork at the drive thru. Future Projects:  Fascia boards on the walkway need 

attention and the bad wood under the drive thru needs to be replaced; and, the hallway lights in the Fellowship Hall 

will need to be changed out at some point in the future.  Hurricane damage to the steeple will be addressed in the near 

future as weather allows. 

Financial Secretary - Carl Erichsen: Receipts for February - $10,643.27; March to-date - $6,110.00; Year-to-date: 

$28,394.73. 

Treasurer - Lin Jacobson: With all outstanding bills paid, the checking account balance is $4,029.39.  CEF Self 

Insurance/Emergency Fund - $43,385.00.  The Church has received $621.00 as a ‘Thrivent Grant’ but the exact 

nature of these receipts is not known at this point. 

Evangelism - Rita Shepherd: If anyone knows of someone interested in Christ Lutheran, please let Rita know and she will 

make sure they get a personal invitation. 

Mary Martha - Kyndel Torries: The Ladies are planning a fund raising spaghetti take-out dinner for April 18, 2021.  

Bulletin inserts will reflect a $10/plate donation and reservations will be requested for planning purposes. 

Youth - Dave Griffin: absent - A spring cook out is in the works for May, 2021. 

Education - Donna Krebs: Sunday school classes are on-going thanks to Pastor and Cathy Groff; however, additional 

Sunday School teachers will be required after Labor Day (Sept. 12, 2021).  Hopefully we can get a couple of 

volunteers so that a rotation schedule can be set up.  As demand is growing for a Nursery during worship, thought 

must be given to attendant(s) for children under the age of 4 . 

Social Ministry - Melonee Crews: Birthday cards continue to be sent out and home visits are made as possible. 

Stewardship - Jay Torries: No report 

Old Business: Organist - After adjournment, the Council moved over to the Sanctuary for a discussion on the future music 

program for worship.  Pastor, Shawn Robbins and Kevin Rademacher have investigated three (3) potential options.  Members 

of the Council listened to examples of the options.  After discussion, it was decided to purchase a digital recording of all the 

music in our current hymnal from Concordia Publishing House.  The cost is approximately $700 and anyone wishing to make 

a special contribution to this music ministry can make their offering by marking the contribution as “Organ”. 

New Business: None 

Committee Business: None 



 

 

Other: None 

With no further business to be discussed, the meeting was adjourned upon motion and closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 

Respectfully Submitted,  

Donna Krebs for Susan Linn, Secretary 

 

Pastor’s Report to the Board of Elders and Church Council March 2021 

 

Membership, Worship, and Christian Education 

- Membership changes: none. 

- Search for an additional organist: we are thankful for Rita and Tanya’s 

service, but they’d appreciate some relief if we can find another organist to 

help out! 

o I have had some success in playing files through the organ, and continue to work on it with 

Shawn and Kevin. 

- Lent midweek services continue on March 17 and 24 with service at 7pm. Maundy Thursday is April 1, 

Good Friday is April 2, and Easter is April 4. 

o There has been good feedback about having more afternoon/daytime services, so I would like to 

plan for a noon service on Good Friday in addition to the 7pm. 

- Yesterday, the elders and I examined the confirmands, Kevin Rosamund and Anna Claire Howard, and 

we are planning to have the rite of Confirmation on Palm Sunday. 

- Given the pace of vaccinations being distributed and the falling Covid case numbers, I would like the 

council to begin discussing a plan to go “back to normal,” in term of benchmarks or timelines for easing 

restrictions on seating the sanctuary, masks, fellowship events, etc. 

- Cleaning the church: Hanna Dunlap had volunteered, but with her pregnancy we need other volunteers 

or another solution. 

 

Mission, Witness, and Outreach 

- The online services are a good outreach tool! I encourage everyone to share these on your own pages, 

as some of you already have. The services stay available after the initial premiere, so anyone can go 

back and watch older ones too. 

Circuit, District, and Synod 

- Our next circuit meeting is April 13 via at Church of the Pines in Waveland 

- The proposal from the national synod to delay our tri-annual schedule of conventions by one year was 

approved; the next Distict convention will be 2022, National Synod in 2023. 

- I am planning to attend a pastors’ retreat near Wichita, KS on May 24-26. This retreat is hosted by an 

LCMS organization called Doxology; there is no cost to the congregation. 

Travel 

- Vacation time for 2021: 4 days out of 21 total (1 Sunday out of 3). 

- Planned travel for March: none. 

- Planned travel for April: we are planning a vacation near Gatlinburg from April 14 to 19. Pastor Adam 

Cooper has already agreed to cover the service on April 18. 

Other Activities, General Information 

- As a reminder, we are able to accept offerings/donations online through PayPal or by credit/debit card. 

The link is at the bottom of the home page of our website. 

- I am taking an online training course March 23-25 in “critical incident stress management,” designed to 

provide a form of “psychological first aid,” short-term/acute counseling help for first responders coping 

with their experiences at serious accidents, disasters, etc. 

 

 



 

 

A Thought about Stewardship 

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod    LCMS Stewardship Ministry 

Our Father in heaven sent His Son, Jesus, to be our Savior. His atoning sacrifice is the 

first fruits of all the dead, a pleasing aroma to His Father, so that His perfect life and 

death count for all who believe in Him. He claimed us as His own children in Holy 

Baptism. He sustains and strengthens our faith with His Holy Word and His Body and 

Blood. 

As new creatures, who have put on Christ, we bear good fruit. We do the good works prepared for us, which He 

makes known to us in His Word. By faith then, trusting in the Word of God, we do what he says because He does 

not lie and always keeps His promises. For “without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who 

comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him” (Heb. 11:6). 

And so the Lord promises: “Honor the Lord with your wealth and with the first fruits of all your produce; then 

your barns will be filled with plenty, and your vats will be bursting with wine” (Prov. 3:9-10). How do we honor 

the Lord with the wealth that God has given us in His generosity? By giving generously to those whom the Lord 

has called us to love and support your family, your society, and your church. And His promise is that, in so doing, 

you will never lack. 

 A common counterpoint is: “But that’s from the Old Testament!” Our Lord Jesus Himself gives us similar 

promises in the New Testament. He says, at the conclusion of the parable of the talents: “For to everyone who has 

will more be given, and he will have an abundance” (Matt. 25:29).  

And then at the end of the parable of the dishonest manager, he says: “One who is faithful in a very little is also 

faithful in much, and one who is dishonest in a very little is also dishonest in much. If then you have not been 

faithful in the unrighteous wealth, who will entrust to you the true riches? And if you have not been faithful in that 

which is another’s, who will give you that which is your own? No servant can serve two masters, for either he will 

hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and 

money” (Luke 16:10–13).  

And in His sermon on the mount, he says: “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust 

destroy and where thieves break in and steal, but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor 

rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also” 

(Matt. 6:19–21). 

 We have become conditioned against these promises because of their misuse by the peddlers of the prosperity 

gospel – the guys on TV who say you get rich by putting God in your debt. And thus, we miss out on the fact that 

God does reward temporal faithfulness in temporal matters with temporal blessings. It’s no quid pro quo. It’s all 

from God’s grace and His fatherly divine goodness and mercy. But those Bible passages do in fact say what they 

say! It’s not the Old Testament’s problem. It’s ours. It is almost as if we have become so jaded against this that we 

think it a virtue to be stingy with our offerings. 

 But our Father in heaven still loves to bless those who bless others. He loves to give to those who give freely and 

generously. In fact, he challenges us to challenge Him: “Bring the full tithe into the storehouse, that there may be 

food in my house. And thereby put me to the test, says the Lord of hosts, if I will not open the windows of heaven 

for you and pour down for you a blessing until there is no more need” (Mal. 3:10). 

 And so, while we don’t give so that we would get, we do receive from the Lord in order to give, and He will bless 

your giving with more receiving. As St. Paul wrote in Rom. 8:32: “He who did not spare his own Son but gave him 

up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all things?” 

 



 

 

 

Church Endowment Fund 

An Endowment Fund is a fund set up for future financial support for an organization or church. The funds are 

invested and earn interest. Only the interest can be used unless an extreme emergency exists. The monies put in the 

endowment would remain under the control of the church officers. The fund would build over many years and 

grow with the monies the congregation contributes to the fund. Keep in mind this would not substitute for our 

normal offering but is extra monies that we designate to the Endowment Fund. 

As we all know, it will take time and donations to grow the fund. However if we do not start we will never have a 

fund which could help ensure Christ Lutheran Church financially viable for many years in the future. 

How do we get there? 

1.   Congregation must approve 

2.   Must have a document detailing how and when the interest will be used 

3.   Determine who will be the overseer the fund 

4.   Determine a starting date 

How can the funds are obtained: 

1. Individual donations on a monthly or yearly commitment 

2. Change the beneficiary to a life insurance policy 

3. Memorial contributions 

4. Other fund raising projects 

Rita and I work with an Endowment Fund at Granly. It took eight years to accumulate monies to 

where the Granly buildings and cemetery can have the funds for perpetual care. The investment is 

handled through Raymond James investments in Georgia. The past year we withdrew enough money 

from the interest to pay the expenses for the year AND we were also able to give Lutheran World 

Relief $30,000 from the interest earned that year. Lutheran World Relief was designated as the only 

recipient for donations from the Granly Historic Foundation. 

This project will take time and effort but I think the benefits would be worthwhile in years to come. 

Thank you 

Jerold Shepherd 

 

Dear Friends, 

 Thanks so much to everyone for the wonderful service and reception for my 

Confirmation.  I am thankful to be a member of Christ Lutheran Church.  It was a wonderful Sunday!  Special 

thanks for Pastor Derek for his time, talents and effort on my and Anna Claire’s behalf.  Much appreciated. 

 Yours in Christ, 

Kevin A. Rosamond 



 

 

 
2021 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Anna Claire Howard and 

Kevin Rosamond 

Confirmed on March 28, 2021 

 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    1 2 3 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

Maundy Thursday 

Service 7:00 

 

 

 
12:00 & 7:00 

 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

Easter  

Sunrise Service 7:00 

Breakfast           8:30 

Egg Hunt           

Holy Communion 10:00 
 

 

Mary/Martha 

Meeting 5:30 

 

 

 

  

 

 
 

Men of Christ 

Breakfast 8:00 

 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

Adult Bible class 9:00  

Sunday School 9:00 

Holy Communion 10:00  

Fellowship: 11:00 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

Adult Bible class 9:00  

Sunday School 9:00 

Holy Communion 10:00  

Fellowship: 11:00 

LWML Spaghetti Take-Out 

Elders 11:15 

 

 

 

 

Council 6:00 

  

 

 

 

    

25 26 27 28 29 30  

Adult Bible class 9:00  

Sunday School 9:00 

Holy Communion 10:00  

Fellowship: 11:00 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Solution to 

Bible Treasure 

Hunt: 

   
Priest 


