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Summer months for 

most of us place before 

us some personal 

choices in travel and 

leisure activities. These 

often take our families in different 

directions from our normal routines. 

Accordingly, there are some 

questions to ask ourselves. Will my 

summer activities and circumstances 

draw me closer to the Lord? Or will 

my summer activities and 

circumstances lead me away from 

Him? 

Looking at Psalm 1, the psalmist is 

suggesting that we look at our lives 

from an agricultural vantage point. 

Either we can be likened to “the 

chaff which the wind blows away” or 

to “a tree planted by streams of 

water”. The first is worthless and 

dead, of no value to God or anyone 

else. The second is productive and 

proves itself a blessing to our Lord, 

to those around us, and even to the 

creatures within our Father’s world. 

So, do we see ourselves from that 

blessed perspective, by those divine 

streams of water? Do we then 

recognize our calling within that 

context of growth and bearing fruit? 

In these coming weeks, moving from 

the Easter season and “festival time” 

of the church year, to the Pentecost 

season and the “ordinary time” of the 

church year, the Gospel readings 

take us from our Lord’s actions on 

our behalf to His teachings to us. 

One of the strongest focal points of 

Jesus’ preaching and teaching is the 

Kingdom of God and what it means 

that we are a part of it. As we find 

ourselves in the hot, lazy days of 

summer, does our Christianity taken 

on that same characteristic? There’s 

always the temptation that our 

worship attendance becomes lax, our 

Bible study and devotional time take 

a vacation, and our church 

involvement nods off for a summer 

siesta.  

Your pastor is available for you and 

Jesus is always there for all of us. 

Having said this, it’s important to 

remember that when we give in to 

temptations such as lethargy or 

neglect, our Savior wants to bring us 

back on track. He defines “Kingdom 

of Heaven” (as He terms it in His 

parables), as both an intensive and 

inclusive focus for His followers. In 

short, these is no area of life nor time 

of life that falls outside of His rule! 

We, Kingdom-people, have been 

made new through Holy Baptism so 

that we can bring that newness to the 

world around us. Therefore, each 

Christian’s time, treasure, talent, 

influence, and relationships play a 

vital role in establishing, shaping, 

and expanding our Savior’s 

Kingdom; and that starts on both 

sides of our front door – with our 

family and with our neighbors. 

What this means is that there is no 

such thing as a seasonal saint or a 

part-time Christian. Commitment in 

all circumstances and at all times is 

the essential mark of our heavenly 

citizenship. What do your family and 

neighbors see in you? Jesus’ call to 

follow Him is for all the rest of our 

days, until He returns or takes us 

home! May we spend these coming 

days, and indeed the remainder of 

our lives, exploring that 

understanding through the Spirit’s 

power and then living day-by-day in 

accord with it. 

The Watchman 
June 2023 

Christ Lutheran Church, Pascagoula, MS 

about:blank


 

 

        

 

 

  

 

                

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Elders & Lay Readers 
 4  Jay Torries & Roger Cox (Elder) 

11 Bobby Trehern & Shawn Robbins (Susan R.) 

18 Kevin Rademacher & Dave Griffin (Cathy G.) 

25 Roger Cox & Jay Torries (Lin J.) 

                                                                                                                                                                                                  

 

                                                                                                                                

2 Ted & Julia Schmelter  

6 Jerold & Rita Shepherd 

7  Lin & Carol Jacobson 

9 Jeff & Sandy Welty 

18  Nick & Alyssa Purdy 

19 Lionel & Ruby Dale 

26 Neil & Gail Hartwig 

 

 

 

 

4 Cathy Groff 

11 Donna/Anna Krebs 

18 Susan Rademacher 

25  Crystal Robbins 

   

 
                                                                                                                        

                                                                                                                        Rita Shepherd 
 

  

1 Ted Schmelter  

3 Julia Schmelter 

7 Tanya Hamilton 

10 Gloria Schmelter  

17 Kevin Rosamond 

17 Bryan Linn  

22 Michelle Southern  

23 Neil Hartwig 

24  Michael Southern 

26 Bente Paul  

28 Aletha Schollian 

29 Tristen Schmelter 

30  Kyndel Torries 
 

 

 

   May Anniversary 

       (Pictured) Aletha Schollian 

 



 

 

  

 

Mary Martha News 

Your Mary Martha group has begun our summer break with meetings starting back in 

August.  We have an exciting year planned beginning with our annual gift baskets as a 

show of support for First Responders (Police and Fire Departments in Pascagoula, Moss 

Point and Gautier) On our agenda is an Advent In-gathering for Adrian’s House and a Lent 

In-gathering for Our Daily Bread among other events.  Keep an eye out in future editions 

of The Watchman for more details about these and other Mary Martha happenings.   Mary Martha works diligently 

to support our congregation and LWML and we invite all ladies to join us on the 3rd Sunday of each month (after 

worship) beginning on August 20, 2023.    Have a fun and safe summer!  

 

 

OTHER NEWS 

• PRAYER CHAIN REQUEST: As a reminder to all members, a chain phone call prayer request is 

available for all members. To either make a chain call prayer request or to start receiving chain prayer calls, 

please contact either your Elder or Pastor.   

• NURSERY: Nursery is provided for children during worship service. 

• NEW CHURCH EMAIL: The new office email is CLC1888@outlook.com 

• VBS: Vacation Bible School is tentatively set for July 11-13. Hope to see you there. 

• SUGGESTION CARDS: Suggestion cards are available in the Sanctuary for recommendations and/or 

complaints.  

• JUNE BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES: We will celebrate June’s birthdays and anniversaries on June 

4 after the service. Please join us for fellowship and cake. 

 

VBS 2023 
  

Superman?  Spiderman?  Thor?  Green Lantern?  The Flash? 

Who’s your hero? 

Let’s put Jesus at the top of our list! 

See you at VBS:  July 11 – 13, 2023, 5:30 to 7:30 

Come for food.  Come for fellowship.  Come for Jesus!! 
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BREAKING NEWS!  Mid-Week Bible Study 

  

As voted for at the recent Congregational Meeting, a new mid-week Bible-study has 

begun!  Beginning on Wednesday, May 24th at 12:00 (noon), Pastor Waffel will lead a new Bible-

study.  Scheduled around the noon hour, feel free to bring your lunch and a friend! 
  
  

A Note from Children’s Sunday School: 

 

The Elementary Sunday School class will be taking a ‘summer vacation’ the weeks of June 11, 18 

& 25.   Classes will resume on Sunday, July 2nd. 

 

  

 
 

Escatawpa River Canoe/Kayak float: Sunday, June 18th after church (weather and water 

level permitting). Details and sign-up sheet in the back of the church. Call Dave Griffin at 

228-627-1973 for more information. 
  

 

June Scripture Readings 
 

TRINITY June 4 The Holy Trinity Gen. 1:1–2:4a Psalm 8 
Acts 2:14a, 22–
36 

Matt. 28:16–20 

 June 11 
(Prop. 5) 

Second S. a. 

Pentecost 
Hos. 5:15–6:6 Psalm 119:65–72 Rom. 4:13–25 Matt. 9:9–13 

 or St. Barnabas, apostle Isaiah 42:5–12 Psalm 112 
Acts 11:19–30; 
13:1–3 

Mark 6:7–13 

 
June 18 
(Prop. 6) 

Third S. a. 

Pentecost 
Ex. 19:2–8 Psalm 100 Rom. 5:6–15 

Matt. 9:35–10:8 
(9–20) 

   June 25 
(Prop. 7) 

Fourth S. a. 

Pentecost 
Jer. 20:7–13 

Psalm 91:1–10 
(11–16) 

Rom. 6:12–23 
Matt. 10:5a, 21–
33 

 



 

 

                                                     
Church Council Meeting: 05/15/2023   

Kevin Rademacher called the meeting to order 

Pastor opened w prayer 

The reading of the April council meeting minutes was waived. 

Pastor’s report: 

• Starting a new Bible study, “Gods of Our Age.” 

• Two large print versions of the hymnal are available. Members can purchase their own copy from CPH. 

• Will check for interest in a midweek daytime Bible study at the Voters Meeting 

• National Synodical Year Election: All congregations can submit nominations and will vote. Nominations 

for synod president and vice presidents were submitted. Pastor Waffel and Kevin Rademacher are our 

voting delegates. The Synod vote will occur in June.  

• Planning a game night in September 

• New pastor will be installed at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church in Biloxi on July 23.  

• Shucker’s game – we had 11 members attend. 

 

President: Kevin Rademacher  

• Looking for a part time secretary 

• Church directory list is available and will be distributed soon 

• Kevin will prep for synod elections in June 

• Safety: Prices of an AED have increased $1900 - 2200 

• Working on Safety Manual 

• Increased emphasis on safety at the church property 

 

Vice President: Roger Cox 

• New signup sheets for flowers and ushers are in Sanctuary.  

 

Elders Report: Jay Torries 

• Elders are learning how to use the tablet to play music for worship services 

• Prayer Chain – will add all members to the prayer chain notifications. Let Pastor/Elders know if you wish 

to be removed 

• Elder training starting in June 

 

Financial Secretary: Carl Erichsen 

• April total $ 9,810.50 

• May so far $2,861 + $100 self-insurance 

• YTD $46,968.00 

 

Treasurer: Lin Jacobson  



 

 

• Working on the 2023 budget 

• Checking account balance $ 3471.01 

• Savings accounts have not change since last report 

• $20793 .41 in self-insurance fund 

• Approximately $34K in the endowment fund 

• Thrivent grant for $526 was deposited into the general fund 

• PayPal transaction: $727.34 deposited into general fund 

 

Trustees: Dave Griffin 

• Repairing the dehumidifier  

• Researching moisture barrier under the sanctuary 

• Discussed removing the Bradford pear trees and Indian Hawthorns along the south side of the Sanctuary, as 

they are old and not looking good. 

 

Evangelism:  John Tetreau 

• John will post Pentecost and VBS messages on Facebook 

• Looking for ideas and suggestions for evangelism 

• Need to add another sign that includes service times 

 

Mary Martha:  Donna Krebs 

• Summer break June and July.  

• Made approximately $570 for the spaghetti lunch. Will send a donation to Lutheran World Relief 

earmarked for hurricane relief 

• Sign-up sheet for refreshments in the back of the Sanctuary after worship  

 

Youth: no report 

Education: Donna Krebs 

• Donna has selected a Hero Hotline themed Vacation Bible School –VBS Dates July 11-13 5:30 pm – 7:30 

pm 

 

Social ministry Kathleen Cox:  

• April cards: sent out birthday, sympathy and get well cards to retirees. Will send out some “Thinking of 

You” cards soon. 

 

Stewardship no report 

Endowment fund has approximately $34k 

Old business:   

• Church Directory: Will be distributed at the upcoming Voter’s Meeting with additional copies available at 

the back of the Sanctuary. 

• Holy Land tour June 25 – July 2024. Registration ends in September  

• Memorial garden-may include this feature if we redo the landscaping on the south side of the Sanctuary 

• Nativity Walk – do we want to set up a tent downtown? Discuss in late summer. 



 

 

• We have received two large print hymnals 

• Canoe trip is planned for June 18th – see Dave Griffin if you are interested 

 

New business:  

Eve Waffel is directing the play “The Importance of Being Earnest” – requested to have some rehearsals here. 

Council approved. 

June 10 men’s prayer breakfast 

June 11 Elders 

June 18 canoe trip 

June 19 council meeting  

 

Meeting adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer 

Respectfully, Susan Rademacher 

 

 

Pastor’s Report to the Board of Elders and Church Council May 2023  
 

Christ Lutheran Church, Pascagoula MS  Rev. Derek Waffel  

Membership, Worship, and Christian Education – 

 Membership changes: none.  

- The Sunday adult Bible study has wrapped up season 2 of The Chosen    

and is beginning a new series, “Gods of Our Age.”  

- Weekday Bible study? This was brought up at the last meeting. What day/time and how to gauge 

interest?  

- Starting back midweek Bible study videos to share on Facebook -  Large Print LSB hymnals have     

arrived  

  

Mission, Witness, and Outreach  

- Shuckers baseball game: Friday, May 12 – we had 11 attend.  

- VBS dates are July 11 – 13.  

- Looking ahead: game night in September  

  

Circuit, District, and Synod  

- Circuit meetings: our last meeting was March 21 at St. Matthew – Gulfport. The next is April 18 at 

Lamb of God – Slidell, which will be the last regular meeting before summer break.  

- As circuit visitor, I am still helping the congregation in Hattiesburg fill their vacancy.  

-  Good Shepherd – Biloxi is receiving a new graduate from the Fort Wayne seminary.  

- That synodical election is on June 17; our congregation’s voters are Pastor Waffel and Kevin 

Rademacher.  

  



 

 

Travel  

- Vacation time for 2023: 10 days out of 21 (2 Sundays out of 3)  

- Planned travel for May: Eve’s cousin is getting married in Houston the first weekend of May, so         

we will be gone May 4 – 7.  

- Planned travel for June: none.  

 
 

Congregational Meeting 5-21-23 

Voters Meeting May 21, 2023 

Kevin Rademacher called the meeting to order. 

Pastor Waffel opened with prayer 

Reading of the previous meeting minutes were waived 

Pastor’s Report: 

• Since the last meeting, there have been no membership changes 

• Beginning a new Sunday morning Bible Study “Gods of our Age”. 

• New weekday Bible Study –Wednesday at noon beginning 5/24 

• Canoe Trip Sunday 6/18 after church – contact Dave Griffin if you are interested 

President’s & Safety Report: Kevin Rademacher 

• We are looking for a new secretary. $10.50/ hour, 4-6 hours a week with a cap of $100/150 per month. 

• Hard copies of the updated congregational directory are available in the back of the Sanctuary and a digital 

version will be sent with the monthly newsletter.  

• The price of new AEDs (automated external defibrillator) has increase to $1900-$2000. Kevin is 

researching the viability of a refurbished device for onsite use, as these are cheaper. 

• Reminder to be vigilant and aware of your surroundings 

• Shawn Robbins will discuss emergency response strategies at the next Saturday morning prayer breakfast 

June 10. All are invited. Breakfast will be served! 

Vice President’s Report: Roger Cox 

• No report 

Financial Secretary: Carl Erichsen 

• Total Deposits $46.968 

• General Fund: $45,661 

• Building Fund: $265 

• Memorials: $245.50 

• Self-Insurance Fund: $4950 

• Endowment Fund: $5000 

Treasurer: Lin Jacobson 

• Still working on 2023 Budget 

• The 2022 budget was $135k, but we were a bit short with $127k in income 



 

 

• Our income vs expenses is about even for this year so far: $49k deposits to $48k expenses 

• Checking account balance: $3471.01 

• Self-Insurance Fund $20,785.36 

• Endowment Fund $34,277.69 

 

Trustees: Kevin for Dave Griffin 

• The dehumidifier in the sanctuary has been replaced, the drain needs to be repaired. 

• Researching installation of a moisture barrier underneath the sanctuary. 

• The kitchen door closure will be installed soon. 

• Landscaping—we are considering removing the Bradford pears and Indian hawthorns on the south side of 

the Sanctuary. Both species are well beyond their life expectancy and need to be replaced. The 

congregation voted and agreed to remove them. We will also consider adding a memorial garden area. 

Trustees will develop ideas and present them to the congregation for a vote.  

Evangelism: John Tetreau 

• Visitor’s cards have been placed on the pews. 

• Make a point to share the love of the Lord! 

Mary Martha: Donna Krebs 

• Mary Martha will meet Sunday, May 28 and will break for the summer. Next meeting will be in August. 

• We raised $570 from the spaghetti lunch take-out.  We will send $600 to Lutheran World Relief for 

hurricane relief efforts.  

Education: Donna Krebs 

• Sunday School is ongoing 

• Vacation Bible School will be July 11-13. Seeking kitchen captain volunteers 

Social Ministry: Kathleen Cox 

• So far this year, sent out 17 birthday cards, 3 sympathy cards, 7 get well cards, 4 Valentine’s Day cards, 

and provided refreshments for 1 funeral.  

• Kathleen has applied for a Thrivent grant to fund Social Ministry activities.  

Stewardship: Cathy Groff and Rita Shepherd 

• Sign-up sheets are in the back of the sanctuary 

• Help our budget and sign up for altar flowers! $50 will purchase flowers that last for two weeks, and then 

you may take them home. Please mark “flowers” on your check if you wish to contribute, and select an 

open month on the sign-up sheet. You may purchase flowers in memory of someone, to celebrate a birthday 

or anniversary, or to the glory of God. If no one signs up, the church pays for the flowers.  

Old Business: We now have 2 large print hymnals available for use.  

New Business: none 

Adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer 

Respectfully, Susan Rademacher 



 

 

                                                                                                  

2023 

 

    

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    1 2 3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

Adult Bible class 9:00  

Holy Communion 10:00  

Fellowship: 11:00 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Men of Christ 

Breakfast/Safety/ 

Security Training 

8:00 

 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

Adult Bible class 9:00  

Holy Communion 10:00  

Fellowship: 11:00 

Elders 11:00 

 

 

  

     
 

 

 

 

 

 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

Adult Bible class 9:00  

Holy Communion 10:00  

Fellowship: 11:00  

Canoe Trip 

 

 

 

 

 

   Council 6:00 

 

  

      
 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

25 26 27 28 29 30  

Adult Bible class 9:00  

Holy Communion 10:00  

Fellowship: 11:00 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 
 


