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 SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION 
                P. (Pastor)  R. (Reader)  C. (Congregation) 

Prelude will begin 5 minutes before service begins. Come as you 
are, but please stay in your car! Tune in your radio to 89.5 FM.  

We continue to work on sound issues during the live-stream ser-
vice. Thank you for your patience. 

GATHERING 

Confession and Forgiveness  …………………………………….………………………………………..ELW Page 95 

 P. In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. C. Amen. 

P.  God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live for 
you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, 
and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  C. Amen. 

P. Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Pause for reflection and self-examination 

P. Most merciful God,                                 
 C. we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved 
you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son,        
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will 
and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

P. In the mercy of almighty God…. and of the Holy Spirit. C. Amen.  

Gathering Hymn Great is Thy Faithfulness ….……………………………………………………………..ELW Hymn #733 

 Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father; there is no shadow of turning with thee;  
 thou changest not, they compassions they fail not; as thou hast been, thou forever wilt be. 
 Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness! Morning by morning new mercies I see;  
 all I have needed they hand hath provided; great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me. 

 Summer and winter and spring-time and harvest, sun, moon, and stars in theirs courses above 
 join with all nature in manifold witness to thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love.  
 Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness! Morning by morning new mercies I see;  
 all I have needed they hand hath provided; great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me. 

 Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide; 
 strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! 
 Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness! Morning by morning new mercies I see;  
 all I have needed they hand hath provided; great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me.   

Great is Thy Faithfulness. Text: Thomas O. Chisholm. Music: William M. Runyan. © Text and music 1951 Hope Publishing 
Company. All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #736-069-A. All rights reserved. 

Greeting               
 P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 
 you all.  C.  And also with you. 

 

 



 

 

 

Prayer of the Day                          
 Almighty and eternal God, you show perpetual lovingkindness to us your servants. Because we            
cannot rely on our own abilities, grant us your merciful judgment, and train us to embody the                   
generosity of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

WORD 

Reading ……………………………..…………………………….……..……………………………………………….……… Philippians 1:21-30
 P. The word of the Lord.      C.  Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 145: 1-8 Read Responsively    

 1  I will exalt you, my God and king, 

  and bless your name forever and ever. 

 2  Every day will I bless you 

  and praise your name forever and ever. 

 3  Great is the LORD and greatly to be praised! 

  There is no end to your greatness. 

 4  One generation shall praise your works to another 

  and shall declare your power. 

 5  I will speak of the glorious splendor of your majesty 

  and all your marvelous works. 

 6  They shall tell of the might of your wondrous acts, 

  and I will recount your greatness. 

 7  They shall publish the remembrance of your great goodness; 

  they shall sing joyfully of your righteousness. 

 8  The LORD is gracious and full of compassion, 

  slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 

 

Musical Offering (10:30 am only)          
 Lift High the Cross by Sydney H. Nicholson………………………………………...………………….…….…Charlie Johnson 

Lift High the Cross, Music: Sydney H. Nicholson © 1974 Hope Publishing Company. All rights reserved. Broadcast with permission under 
ONE LICENSE #736-069-A. All rights reserved 

 

 P. The holy gospel according to …   C.  Glory to you, O Lord.  

Gospel …………………………………………………………………..…..………………………….…………..……...………..Matthew 20: 1-16 

 P. The gospel of the Lord.      C.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Sermon ……………………………………………………….…………….…………………………….…..…...……..……Rev. Dr. Mark Skinner 

 

Hymn of the Day Will You Let Me Be Your Servant ………………………………………………………ELW Hymn #659 

 Will you let me be your servant, let me be as Christ to you?      
 Pray that I may have the grace to let you be my servant, too. 

 We are pilgrims on a journey, we are trav’lers on the road;      
 we are here to help each other walk the mile and bear the load. 

 I will hold the Christ-light for you in the night-time of your fear;      
 I will hold my hand out to you, speak the peace you long to hear. 

 I will weep when you are weeping; when you laugh I’ll laugh with you.     
 I will share your joy and sorrow till we’ve seen this journey through. 

 Will you let me be your servant, let me be as Christ to you?      
 Pray that I may have the grace to let you be my servant, too. 

Will You Let Me Be Your Servant. Text: Richard Gillard. Music: Richard Gillard; arr. Betty Pulkingham ©  Text and music 1977 Scripture In 
Song, admin. Integrity Music. All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #736-069-A. All rights reserved. 

  

Apostles’ Creed      
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the       
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the 
dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the   
 Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Prayers of Intercession (10:30 am only) 

 P. Lord, in your mercy,  C.  hear our prayer. 

 

Sharing of the Peace  

 

Words of Institution (8:45 am and Wednesday 6:20 pm only) 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as 
it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Communing Together (8:45 am and Wednesday 6:20 pm only) 

 



 

 

 

Prayer after Communion (8:45 am and 6:20 pm only) 

 P. God of the welcome table, in this meal we have feasted on your goodness and have been united by your 
 presence among us. Empower us to go forth sustained by these gifts so that we may share your neighborly 
 love with all, through Jesus Christ, the giver of abundant life. C. Amen. 

SENDING 

Blessing             

 P. Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor 
 height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in 
 Christ Jesus. God, the creator, Jesus, the Christ, and the Holy Spirit, the comforter, bless you and keep you 
 in eternal love. C. Amen. 

Sending  On Our Way Rejoicing ……………………………….…………………………………………………..……..ELW Hymn #537 

 On our way rejoicing gladly let us go. Christ our Lord has conquered; vanquished is the foe.  
 Christ without, our safety; Christ within, our joy; who, if we be faithful, can our hope destroy?  
 On our way rejoicing; as we forward move, hearken to our praises, O blest God of love! 

 Unto God the Father joyful songs we sing; unto God the Savior thankful hearts we bring;  
 unto God the Spirit bow we and adore, on our way rejoicing now and evermore.   
 On our way rejoicing; as we forward move, hearken to our praises, O blest God of love! 

On Our Way Rejoicing, Text: John S. B. Monsell. Music: Frances R. Havergal. All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission under ONE 
LICENSE     #736-069-A. All rights reserved.  

Doxology ……………………………………………………………….……………………………………..…………………..ELW Hymn #884 

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below;   
 praise him above, ye heav’nly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.    

Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow Text: Thomas Ken. Music: Louis Bourgeois. All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission un-
der ONE LICENSE #736-069-A. All rights reserved. 

 Dismissal                             
 P. Go in peace. Christ is with you.           
 C.  Thanks be to God.  

Postlude 
Texts used with permission from Sundays & Seasons, © 2019 Augsburg Fortress 

Permission to stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE,  License  #736-069-A. All rights reserved. 

Special thanks to Jerry, Jon and Todd for running sound, Turner for livestreaming on Facebook, Scott for uploading 
the video to our website, and our ushers. Thank you to Charlie Johnson for the musical offering. Please continue 
to mail in your weekly offerings, go to our website at www.belcnet.net and give online, or sign up for direct de-
posit. Thank you to all who have already done so. Please continue to give generously as you are able.  
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Bethlehem Evangelical Lutheran Church 
418 8th Avenue Northeast 

Brainerd, MN 56401 
phone: 218-829-3330 

email: office@belcnet.net 
website: www.belcnet.net  

Facebook: bethlehem.brainerd 

UPCOMING EVENTS AT BETHLEHEM                              
TODAY, September 20 
8:45 am—drive-in worship with communion; stay in your car 
10:15 am—preregistered people may begin entering sanctuary for 10:30 am service; must be preregistered 

(on our website at www.belcnet.net or call 829-3330 before Friday at noon); masks will be worn; nurse-
ry and prayground closed; no group singing 

10:30 am —in-person and live-streamed service on our Facebook page bethlehem.brainerd  
MONDAY, September 21 
5:00 pm—Creation Care Team meeting in BELC parking lot 
WEDNESDAY, September 23 
5:00 pm—Bell Choir rehearsal 
6:20 pm—drive in service with communion; stay in your car  
7:00 pm—Catechism begins; you will be outside as much as possible but still bring a mask 
7:00 pm—High School Youth Group begins; you will be outside as much as possible but still bring a mask 
THURSDAY, September 24 
6:30 pm—Smart Team meeting online via Zoom 
SATURDAY, September 26 
Young/Gohman wedding offsite 
SUNDAY, September 27—Back to School blessing for educators and students at both services today 
8:45 am —drive in worship; stay in your car 
9:30 am—Sunday School families may begin entering building; Sunday School runs from 9:45—10:15 am in 

Fellowship Hall; masks will be worn 
10:15 am—preregistered people may begin entering sanctuary for 10:30 am service; must be preregistered 

(on our website at www.belcnet.net or call 829-3330 before Friday at noon); masks will be worn; nurse-
ry and prayground closed; no group singing 

10:30 am — in-person and live-streamed service on our Facebook page bethlehem.brainerd  

Please keep these people in your prayers: 

New: Chuck Steinbauer; Gudrun Johnson and family on the death of her son Fred; youth in Pine River 
accident 

Sympathy: Natalie Embertson’s family on the death of her aunt Carol 

Ongoing: victims of domestic violence; Ron Larson; Sam; Dan True; Nancy Whitstone; Uncle Charles; Stanley 
Johnsrud; Greg Anderson; Alissa Jensen; Jackie Nornes; Nancy Albertson; all residents and staff of assisted 
living and nursing home facilities; Mike Stanek and family on future deployment; Nancy Walsh; Shari Hanson; 
Kevin Goedker; for peace in our world; Bob Morris; the unemployed; healthcare workers; Yvonne Doust; 
Jenny Pederson; for protection from Corona Virus; Aldene Gosse; Bobbie Sayles; Roy Cheney; those who are 
abused; all dealing with addiction; couples trying to have babies; all affected by mental health issues; all 
caregivers; everyone dealing with cancer  

Service:  Zac Myhre deployed to South Korea  

If you check into the hospital, please call the Church Office at 829-3330 or let the Chaplain know you are 
from Bethlehem Lutheran Church so we can pray for you.                                       
Have a Prayer Request?  You are invited to call Deloris Ebinger at 829-2333 or the Church Office at 829-3330 
or email office@belcnet.net to have your request put on the Prayer Chain. Please note that we keep people 
on the prayer list for 3 weeks.  If someone needs extended prayers, please let the office know.  

https://reopen.church/r/NHUBeNZJ
https://reopen.church/r/NHUBeNZJ

