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THE BETHLEHEM STAR 

Bethlehem Evangelical Lutheran Church 

418 8th Avenue Northeast 

Brainerd, MN 56401 

 

Phone: 218-829-3330 

Email: office@belcnet.net 

Website: www.belcnet.net 

Facebook: bethlehem.brainerd 

August 2023 

CHURCH STAFF 

Senior Pastor: Rev. Dr. Mark Skinner  

Children, Youth & Family Pastor: Rev. Sarah Marshall 

Office Administrator, Worship Team Director and  
Organist: Cori Wrobel 

Bell Choir Director: Stacy Erdal 

Senior Choir Director: Al Albertson          

 Youth Choir Director: Nancy Albertson           

 Financial Administrator: Shelly Johnson 

Children, Youth & Family Ministry Coordinator:                        
Joan Rosenow 

Food Services Coordinators: Clarence and Kim Spencer 

IT Coordinator: Scott Pederson 

Custodial Services: Rob Larson and Laura Kory 

WORSHIP TIMES                                                                                   

In-person worship: 

In-person and livestreamed: 

Sundays at 9:00 am 

with communion on the  1st and 3rd  Sundays  
 

OFFICE HOURS                                   
The office is open on  

Mondays—Fridays from 9:00 am—12:00 pm  

and Mondays—Thursdays from 1:00—4:00 
pm. 
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From the Senior Pastor 
 

Assisting Minister Training 

Assisting ministers serve during the worship service in helping the pastor lead the liturgy. This 

role may include: helping to lead intercessory prayers, offering, assisting with communion             

distribution, helping to lead singing the kyrie or hymn of praise, and other duties as needed 

during the worship service. If you are interested in serving as an assisting minister or would 

like more information, please contact me. We will be holding our next training on Thursday, 

August 24th at 11:00 am.  

 

Homebound Communion Beginning Soon  

If you are a member of Bethlehem who is homebound or otherwise unable to join us in-person 

for worship and would like to receive communion monthly, please contact the church office 

and let us know of your desire to receive communion. Our homebound communion teams will 

be beginning to make their visits after Sunday, September 17th. After September, we will                   

consecrate the elements during worship on the first Sunday of the month, and then teams will 

deliver the communion elements that day (or within the next few days) following the service. 

As Lutheran Christians, we believe that the true body and blood of Jesus are present in, under 

and with the elements of bread and wine (Luther’s small catechism). The homebound teams 

function just like communion assistants during the worship service, extending communion to 

be shared with our homebound members as they too are joined with the gathered assembly. 

If you are interested in serving on a homebound communion team, please contact Cori in the 

church office. We will be holding a training session on Thursday, September 14th at 10:00 am. 

 

Blessings to you in Christ,  

Pastor Mark                             
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From the Children, Youth and Family Pastor 

The 2024 

high school 

mission trip 

participants 

will be                 

having a 

rummage 

sale on                    

September 

23. 
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Source: http://www.nemnsynod.org/green-tips.html 

Cheryl and Jeff Nichols   Karen and Steve Rosenow  
Jon and Margaret Steblay   Bruce and Cyndy Thompson 
Greg and Sue Wiger 

C  R  E  A  T  I  O  N     C  A  R E 

O 

R 

N 

E 

R 

Minnesota is fast becoming a national leader on clean energy innovations that will ad-
dress the climate crisis while creating family-sustaining jobs. By 2040, all utilities, includ-
ing cooperatives and municipalities, must get 100% of their energy from carbon-free re-

sources. The Minnesota Climate Innovation Finance Authority (MnCIFA) provides for 
community access to solar, electric vehicle charging, and getting more clean energy on 
the grid. Other renewable energy initiatives include 1) electric vehicle and school bus 

programs; 2) a heat pump subsidy program; 3) solar on schools; 4) electrical grid inter-
connection improvements; 5) electric panel upgrades; 6) energy storage; and 7) clean 

energy grants for tribal communities. To find out how you can benefit from Tax Credits 
for Homeowners, go to energystar.gov. Find out more about federal programs at IRA Cal-

culator (https://www.rewiringamerica.org/app/ira-calculator.   

June, July, and August Funeral Service Groups  

Coordinators: 

Carly and Patrick Almond 
Bill and Cheryl Bailey  
Vicky Bonde 
Gary and Sharon Braun 
Eric and Sasha Burgstaler 
Jerry and Krystal DeChaine 
Barb DePaoli 
Linda Ekstrum 
Stacy Erdal 
Dylan and Emily Ferrari 
Tori Fleishhacker/Eric W. 
Jackie and Terry Forsberg 
Mike and Wendy Gindorff 
Cassandra Girling 
Becky and Stephan Gorny 
Bev Gotti 
Kelly and Marty Gubrud 

Assistants: 

Kristi and Ron Holloway 
Dustin Johnson/Rebecca O. 
Kent Johnson III 
Dave and Tanya Johnston 
Katelyn Jones 
Logan Jones 
Ken and Marcie Kemboi  
Brenda Klinger 
Marlene Kossila  
Norma and Ted Kotyk 
Beth and Rob Larson 
Syd and Lori Larson 
Dylan Lee 
Jen and Joe Lindholm 

Jessica and Nate Macejkovic 
Becky and Dave Meyer 
Allison Moyer-Taylor 
Harold Munsch 
Dave and Faye Nelson 
Marie and Tom Numedahl 
Todd and Tonya Person  
Carl and Solvejg Seamon 
Dave and Sheila Skogen 
Carla and Scott Stall 
Denise and Duane Stange 
Deb Steuck 
Gene and Lynn Teufert 
Kay Theien 
Michelle Tollefson 
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Please keep the following Bethlehem households in your thoughts and prayer this month of 
August:  Greg and Mary Anderson; Hans Anderson and family; Kris Anderson and family; Linda 
Anderson; Neil Anderson; Jean Anhalt; Jaclyn Avenson and family; Clark and Carla Backstrom 
and family; Bill and Cheryl Bailey; Abbi and Kevin Bartolic and family; Brad Bauer; Arliss Be-

ment; Cathie and Nick Benson; Shelly Birchem; Amy Boelter; Nancy and Tim Bogenschutz; An-
drew Bontjes; Ashley Bontjes; Gary and Sharon Braun; Paul and Sue Bremer and family; Joyce 

and Kevin Brick and family; Gloria and James Brown; Eric and Sasha Burgstaler and family; 
Morgan Burgstaler and family; Bill and Jackie Burkey; Darnel Carlson; Sharon Chaney; Karen 

Cheney; Caleb Christensen; Marty and Teresa Christiansen; Gabe and Tracie Churchill; Carolyn 
and Jim Cole; Deb and Rick Cole; Amanda Crandall and family; Forrest Crocker and Julie 
Vanderschaaf; Forrest Crocker Jr.; Maxine Debler; Jerry and Krystal DeChaine and family 

If you have a prayer request for the Prayer Chain, please contact the 
church office at 829-3330 or office@belcnet.net.  Prayers will be kept on 
the chain for 3 weeks.  If you’d like it to be kept on for longer, please let 
the office know. If you would like to be a member of the Prayer Chain, 

please call the church office at  829-3330. 

    Please keep these people in your prayers: 
Ongoing: Eric Hoge; Bob Ogrodnik; David Smith; Tom Harrigan; Wayne Hansmann; Lynn 
Kalahar; Jim Brousseau; Steve Shively; Devin Klein; BELC member; Dawn True; Linda Wilcox; 
Oliver Wiger; Norman Theien; Barb Neprud; BELC member; Barbara Howard; Kacey Benson; 
BELC member; Joan Rosenow; for peace in our world; all who are grieving; all caregivers; 
everyone dealing with cancer /other diseases 

 

Military: Nick Schwab in Navy 

 
If you check into the hospital, please call the Church Office at 829-3330 or let the Chaplain 
know you are from Bethlehem Lutheran Church so we can pray for you.                 

 Looking ahead... 
9/3—Blessing of educators and students during 9:00 am service 
9/10—God’s Work. Our Hands. Sunday; blessing of GWOH participants during 9:00 am service; breakfast 
9/13—Joint picnic/outdoor worship at BELC; 2024 all church mission trip meeting at 5:30 pm;                          
confirmation orientation with parents at 7:00 pm 
9/17—Blessing of visitation team during 9:00 am service 
9/20—Wednesday night meals resume; catechism meeting with parents AT TRINITY at 7:00 pm 
9/23—Rummage Sale 
9/24—Blessing of musicians during 9:00 am service; 2nd grace bibles; 2024 high school mission trip 
meeting at 10:00 am 
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Thank you! 
January—May 2023 Financial update 

Total Revenue $190,465 (includes 

$22,667 shared ministry income from 

Trinity) 

Total Expenses $196,843 

Net Income loss of $5,999 (without 

shared ministry income from Trinity we 

would have a loss of $22,974.38) 

If you have questions, please contact a 

member of the Board of Stewardship 

and Properties. 

Our Resource Specialists have been busy supporting 
individuals and families with each unique situation 

that arises. We continue to feel incredibly blessed by 
our community and thank you for supporting our 

work! Your gift of $786.85 enables us to keep making 
a difference for families. Through our Resource Con-
nection Services program and Spirit of Kindness Fun, 
clients have an opportunity to work with staff who 

are knowledgeable about area resources and are also 
great advocates for the families 
we serve! Thank you for helping 
us build Bridges! ~Jana Shogren, 

Executive Director  

Thank you for supporting the Central Lakes College 
Foundation with your contribution totaling $208 in 

support of the CLC Food Pantry Fund. We are grateful 
for your involvement and thank you for being a part 
of our mission. ~Kate Adornetto, Executive Director 

CLC Foundation 
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We continue to update our contact information. If your birthday is missing or incorrect, 

please let the office know at 829-3330 or office@belcnet.net.  

18 ~ Mara Mienert, Bev Rempel 

19 ~ Joyce Brick, Bev Gotti, Judy Jourdan, Dale 
Spaulding 

20 ~ Marty Christiansen, Tyler Gubrud, Marlene 
Kossila, Emily Rhoda, Henry Thesing 

21 ~ Jean Anhalt, Kristina Johnson-Nelson, Hazel 
Nelson 

22 ~ Sharon Braun, Paige Bremer 

23 ~ Jeff Macejkovic 

24 ~ Lincoln Ferrari, Nanay Neptune, Joyce Pe-
terson, Phyllis Roberts 

25 ~ Ray Frisch 

26 ~ Emma Garding, Aubree Marshall 

27 ~ Deb Cole, Kacey Finch, Jeff Pulak 

28 ~ Malcolm Innes, Zach Kraklau 

29 ~ Cory Kruse, Barb Owens 

30 ~ Melissa Levig, Dan Vleck 

31 ~ Jonah Macejkovic, Becky Meyer, Marge 
Streich 

1 ~ Vicky Bonde 

2 ~ Jason Hennessey, Emma True 

3 ~ Kara McCarthy 

4 ~ Mya Ferrari, Ken Kemboi 

6 ~ David Hallgren, Jon Luhrs 

7 ~ Vince Moe 

8 ~ Paige DeFrang, Jeff Maxwell 

9 ~ Mark Groettum, Jackson McKusick, Jon Ste-
blay 

10 ~ Isla Eidenshink 

11 ~ Payton Lillo 

13 ~ Jen Lindholm, Elizabeth Olson, Emily 
Thompson 

14 ~ Margaret Steblay 

15 ~ Sasha Burgstaler, Kourtney Holloway, 
Kathryn Jourdan, De Etta Theien 

17 ~ Ashley Anderson, Tate Magnan, Bruce 
Praska, Barrie Rempel 

Please keep these                 

people in your prayers 

on their birthdays. 
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6: Terri Hanson 
13:Jerome and Marge Streich 
20:Cathie and Nick Benson 
27: still needed 

Greeters: 

6: Kathy Dufour and Rick Patton 
13:Becky and Noah Meyer, Jenny Johnson 
20: Janis and Jim Peterson 
27: Joan Rosenow 

Ushers: 

6: Pam Finch 
13:Rebecca Timmins 
20:Jen Lindholm 
27:Jackie Nornes 

Readers: 

6: Bob and Kay Pederson 
20: Bonnie and Steve Almond 
 

Communion 
Preparation: 

6:Pam Finch, Pam Oslos, Deb Steuck 
20: Pam Finch, Jen Lindholm, Steve Almond 
 

Communion 
Servers: 

6:Todd Person 
13: Turner Person 
20: Todd Person 
27: Scott Pederson 

Sound: 

6: Tonya Person 
13: Tonya Person  
20: Tonya Person  
27: Scott Pederson 

Video: 

August Worship Assistants 

6: still needed 
13: Pam Stock 
20: Pam Stock 
27: Jackie Nornes 

Assisting              
Minister: 

6: brunch for Pr. Mark’s 20 years at Bethlehem 
13: Jen Lindholm 
20: Sue Wiger 
27: Stacy Erdal 

Treats: 

6: Yvonne Kalahar 
13: still needed 
20: still needed 
27: still needed 

Flowers: 

Sundays at 9:00 am 

6: Mark and Maggie Groettum 
13: BOW Team 
20: still needed 
27: Bethlehem Bell Choir 

Musical             

Offering: 

1 greeter: still needed 
1 usher: Jackie Nornes 
2 people to clean up: still needed 

Wednesday, 
August 9 at 6:15 
at Lymon P. 
White Park 
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Our Mission Statement 

We are called into compassionate community by 

the Holy Spirit through the confession of the 

Gospel of Jesus Christ to publicly confess the faith 

of the Triune God in, under, and with our daily 

callings in the community of God’s world. 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church 
418 8th Ave NE 
Brainerd, MN 56401 

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 

Get updates, share pictures and RSVP for 
events on our Facebook page...  
www.facebook.com/bethlehem.brainerd 

If you would rather receive this newsletter by email or would like to stop receiving it, please let us know. 

Please let the church office know if you will be stopping your mail service for an                  
extended period of time so we do not send you any publications. Thank you.  


