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THE BETHLEHEM STAR 

Bethlehem Evangelical Lutheran Church 

418 8th Avenue Northeast 

Brainerd, MN 56401 

 

Phone: 218-829-3330 

Email: office@belcnet.net 

Website: www.belcnet.net 

Facebook: bethlehem.brainerd 

December 2023 

CHURCH STAFF 

Senior Pastor: Rev. Dr. Mark Skinner  

Children, Youth & Family Pastor: Rev. Sarah Marshall 

Office Administrator, Worship Team Director and  
Organist: Cori Wrobel 

Bell Choir Director: Stacy Erdal 

Senior Choir Director: Al Albertson          

 Youth Bell Choir Director: Nancy Albertson           

 Financial Administrator: Shelly Johnson 

Education and Spiritual Formation Coordinator:                        
Joan Rosenow 

Food Services Coordinators: Clarence and Kim Spencer 

IT Coordinator: Scott Pederson 

Custodial Services: Rob Larson and Laura Kory 

WORSHIP TIMES                                                                                   

In-person worship: 

In-person and livestreamed: 

Sundays at 9:00 am 

and Wednesdays at 6:20 pm  

with communion on the  1st and 3rd  Sundays  
and following Wednesdays 

 

OFFICE HOURS                                   
The office is open on  

Mondays—Fridays                                                  
from 8:30 am—12:00 pm  

and Mondays—Thursdays                                            
from 1:00—4:30 pm (closes at 4:00 on 

Wednesdays). 
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From the Senior Pastor 

 

Christmas Journey 2023 

I encourage all of us to take part in the Christmas Journey this year at Bethlehem. There has 

been a lot of hard work and preparation as we prepare to tell the story of the birth and                     

incarnation of Jesus Christ. The Journey will last about 25 minutes through our building,                     

touring several dramatic stations telling the story. This will happen on Tuesday, December 12th 

and Wednesday, December 13th from 5:00 until 8:00 pm (with the last tour beginning at 7:40 

pm). After the tour, enjoy some hot beverages and cookies in the Fellowship Hall; don’t forget 

to bring a friend along to join you! 

 

Advent/Christmas Eve Services 

On Christmas Eve day this year (Sunday), we also celebrate the fourth Sunday of Advent. So, 

please join us for worship at 9:00 am as we celebrate the conclusion of Advent, and then in 

the afternoon/evening we will be celebrating Christmas Eve at 2:00 pm, 4:00 pm, and 6:00 pm.       

 

May the peace and joy of Christ be with you! 

Pastor Mark 
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From the Children, Youth and Family Pastor 

Wonder what the kids are up to?  Check out the Youth Bulletin board for                
pictures and updates.  The Youth Bulletin Board is in the lower level across 
from the Living Room. 
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Source: http://www.nemnsynod.org/green-tips.html 

Larry and Natalie Embertson   Art and Colleen Jentsch  
Jenny Johnson  Bill and Judy Kallroos  Keith and Kirsten Olson 
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. Last year alone, the 20 largest climate-fueled disasters in the U.S. caused $145 billion in damage, and the 
loss of 688 lives. Countless numbers of other living creatures, including birds and pollinators, were also 

destroyed, along with their habitats. Biodiversity loss is one of the top threats to humanity in the next 10 
years, according to the World Economic Forum's Global Risks Report 2023, which reports that more than a 
million species could be faced with extinction. These are species we depend on for crucial services, such as 
pollinating crops, fighting the spread of disease or helping clean our water, says The Nature Conservancy, 

which urges policies that conserve the full diversity of life on Earth, across land, ocean and freshwater eco-
systems all while working together with Indigenous peoples and local communities to respect and include 

their needs and traditions. Recognizing the urgency of halting and reversing biodiversity loss, 190 countries 
at the U.N. Biodiversity Conference in Montreal late last year adopted a framework to protect 30% of 

lands, oceans and waters. 40 nations, which collectively represent over 30% of global GDP and a quarter of 
global landmass, have signed on to the 10-Point Plan for financing biodiversity in an effort to confront the 

interrelated biodiversity and climate crises.   

December and January Funeral Service Groups  
Coordinators: 

Janey Adair 
Jean Anhalt 
Carla and Clark Backstrom 
Abbi and Kevin Bartolic 
Shelly Birchem 
Morgan Burgstaler 
Marty and Teresa Christiansen 
Deb and Rick Cole 
Deloris Ebinger 
Jennifer Grunewald 
Carolyn Hale 
Lee Ann Hollingsworth 
DJ and Sandy Janssen 
Aaron and Laura Johnson 
John and Judy Jourdan 

Assistants: 

Kathryn Jourdan 
Sam Jourdan 
Mary Ketterling 
Kris Kolstad 
Brenda and Jayme Laughton 
Cathy and Dan Lee 
Karly and Mike Lillo 
Jean Listul 
Cyndy Merrill 
Janelle Mienert 
Troy Miller and Joan Rosenow 
Patricia Nelson 
Curt and Sandy Nielsen 

Doreen Olson 
Pete and Sheri 
Bob and Kay Pederson 
Jennifer Peterson 
Ben Reimers 
Mike Rosenow 
Sue Skinner 
Char Slough 
Patrick and Teri Slough 
Alice and Dave Smith 
Corliss Smith 
Nancy and Rick Sweet 
Craig and Tricia Warner 
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Please keep the following Bethlehem households in your thoughts and prayer this month of 
December: Cathy and Dan Lee and family; Dylan Lee; Karly and Mike Lillo and family; Jen and 
Joe Lindholm and family; Jean Listul; Jessi and Kyle Louis and family; Deb and Jon Luhrs; Terry 

and Wanda Lundeby; Nick Lundgren and family; Rachel Lundgren and family; Isaiah 
Macejkovic; Cheryl and Jeff Macejkovic; Jessica and Nate Macejkovic and family; Marc and Pr. 
Sarah Marshall and family; Anita and Larry Martinson; Jeff Maxwell; Deb and Jeff McCarthy; 

Kris McDonald; Terry and Tracie McFarlin and family; Dean and Sara McKusick; Ashlee 
McNamara and family; Jill and Rick McVenes; Cyndy Merrill; Becky and Dave Meyer and                   

family; Bruce Mienert and family; Janelle Mienert; Barbara Miller; Michael Miller; Troy Miller 
and Joan Rosenow and family; Deb and Vince Moe; Emily and Tyler Monda and family 

If you have a prayer request for the Prayer Chain, please contact the 
church office at 829-3330 or office@belcnet.net.  Prayers will be kept on 
the chain for 3 weeks.  If you’d like it to be kept on for longer, please let 
the office know. If you would like to be a member of the Prayer Chain, 

please call the church office at  829-3330. 

    Please keep these people in your prayers: 
Sympathy: the family of Lorraine Hamberg (Bernice Johnson’s sister) 
 
Ongoing: Bernice Johnson; Joan Aulich; Dave Skogen; the Hoff family; Amber Hennessey; the 
Spencer family; Baby John; Pat Kelly; Jim Thomson; Mary Gaviglio; Sheri Olson; Harry Bement; 
Michael Miller; Rick Sweet; Joyce Wagner; Todd K.; Dawn True; Linda Wilcox; Barb Neprud; 
Barbara Howard; Kacey Benson; for peace in our world; all caregivers; all dealing with cancer /
other diseases 
 
Military: Nick Schwab in Navy; Danny Smith in Air Force 
 
If you check into the hospital, please call the Church Office at 829-3330 or let the Chaplain 
know you are from Bethlehem Lutheran Church so we can pray for you.                 

 Looking ahead... 
1/7 at 10:00 am: Semi-annual congregational meeting followed by presentation from Board of                      
Education and Spiritual Formation 
1/14 at 10:00 am: presentations from Board of Congregational Care and Community and Board of 
Worship and Music 
1/21 at 10:00 am: presentations from Board of Service and Evangelism and Board of Stewardship and 
Properties 
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Please         

distribute 

some invites 

from the 

Narthex  ta-

ble. 
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Thank you! 
 Thank you for your generous gift of $86.93. 
From adoption to foster care to shelter and            
safety for youth experiencing homeless to                       

support for people with disabilities to nutritious, 
home-delivered meals for older adults, LSS                  

impacts 1 in every 65 Minnesotans. I invite you 
to learn more about our services and see how 

your generosity is already inspiring hope, chang-
ing lives, and building community at lssmn.org.  
~ Jess Stremcha, Vice President of Development 
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We continue to update our contact information. If your birthday is missing or incorrect, 

please let the office know at 829-3330 or office@belcnet.net.  

19 ~ Jennifer Grimm  

20 ~ Dave Johnson, Chris Lundgren, Doreen 
Olson, Matthew Olson, Cyndy Thompson 

21 ~ Forrest Crocker Jr.  

22 ~ Carly Almond, Marcus DeChaine 

23 ~ Aubriella Logelin, Reva Snell, Carlie 
Sweet, Gene Teufert 

24 ~ Everett Stanek, Kristen Woods 

25 ~ Mary Ann Frisch 

26 ~ Linda Anderson, Ryder Vanderschaaf 

27 ~ Ben Reimers 

28 ~ Carla Backstrom, Johonna Stanek 

29 ~ Joanne Kampf 

30 ~ Henry Praska, Marlys Ray 

31 ~ Myla Gilderman 

1 ~ Sandy Nielsen 

3 ~ Kristi Holloway 

4 ~ Matthew Rhoda 

6 ~ Austin Althaus, Charlie Johnson 

8 ~ Brad Bauer 

9 ~ Jan Munsch 

10 ~ Megan Heinrich, David Innes, Bernice 
Johnson 

12 ~ Jackie Stromback 

13 ~ Steve Almond, Jeff Emery, Sue Wiger 

14 ~ Forrest Crocker, Nicholas Munsch, 
Carla Stall 

16 ~ Megan Praught 

18 ~ Carolyn Cole, Lynn Nelson, Marie 
Numedahl, Mike Stanek 

Please keep these                 

people in your prayers 

on their birthdays. 
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3: Carolyn and Jim Cole   24: Deb Steuck 
10: Larry and Natalie Embertson  31: STILL NEEDED 
17: STILL NEEDED 

Greeters: 

 3: Kathy Dufour and Rick Patton  24: Janis and Jim Peterson 
10: Joan Rosenow and Troy Miller  31: STILL NEEDED 
17: Cathy and Dan Lee 

Ushers: 

3: Bev Gotti    24: Bev Rempel 
10: Cathy Lee    31: STILL NEEDED 
17: none needed 

Readers: 

3: Shelly Birchem, Sasha Burgstaler  17: Bonnie and Steve Almond Communion 
Preparation: 

3: Larry and Natalie Embertson  17: Pam Finch, Steve Almond Communion 
Servers: 

3: Jerry DeChaine    24: Scott Pederson  
10: Scott Pederson   31: STILL NEEDED 
17: Scott Pederson  

Sound: 

3: Bob Pederson    24: Scott Pederson  
10: Krystal DeChaine   31: STILL NEEDED 
17: Bob Pederson 

Video: 

December Worship Assistants 

3:      24: STILL NEEDED 
10: Pam Stock    31: STILL NEEDED 
17: STILL NEEDED 

Assisting              
Minister: 

3:     24: STILL NEEDED 
10: STILL NEEDED   31: STILL NEEDED 
17: STILL NEEDED 

Treats in               
Narthex: 

3: Spaulding’s 58th anniversary  24: in memory of Mark Skogen 
10: STILL NEEDED   31: STILL NEEDED 
17: STILL NEEDED 

Flowers: 

Sundays at 9:00 am 

3: Senior Choir    24: STILL NEEDED 
10: BOW Team    31: STILL NEEDED 
17: Senior Choir  

Musical             
Offering: 

6 and20: ushers: Jenny Johnson, Jackie Nornes; sound: Scott Pederson; assisting minister: 
Rebecca Timmins 

 Wednesday 
night at 6:20: 

6: Greeter: Barb Owens; ushers: Ted Kotyk and Russ Schultz 
13: greeter: First Lutheran; ushers: Ted Kotyk and Russ Schultz 
20: greeter: Trinity Lutheran; ushers: Ted Kotyk and Russ Schultz 

Wednesday 
morning at 
11:00 am 

Christmas Eve 

worship                    

assistants and 

needs can be 

found on              

page 11. 

Please help 

where you 

can! 
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Our Mission Statement 

We are called into compassionate community by 

the Holy Spirit through the confession of the 

Gospel of Jesus Christ to publicly confess the faith 

of the Triune God in, under, and with our daily 

callings in the community of God’s world. 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church 
418 8th Ave NE 
Brainerd, MN 56401 

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 

Get updates, share pictures and RSVP for 
events on our Facebook page...  
www.facebook.com/bethlehem.brainerd 

If you would rather receive this newsletter by email or would like to stop receiving it, please let us know. 

Please let the church office know if you will be stopping your mail service for an                  
extended period of time so we do not send you any publications. Thank you.  


