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THE BETHLEHEM STAR 

Bethlehem Evangelical Lutheran Church 

418 8th Avenue Northeast 

Brainerd, MN 56401 

 

Phone: 218-829-3330 

Fax: 218-829-0792 

Email: office@belcnet.net 

Website: www.belcnet.net 

Facebook: bethlehem.brainerd 

June 2020 

CHURCH STAFF 

Senior Pastor:                                                                          
Rev. Dr. Mark Skinner  

Children, Youth & Family Pastor:                                      
Rev. Sarah Marshall 

Office Administrator, Worship Team Director         
and Organist: Cori Wrobel 

Bell Choir Director: Stacy Erdal 

Senior Choir Director: Al Albertson          

 Youth Choir Director: Nancy Albertson           

 Financial Administrator: Shelly Johnson 

Children, Youth & Family Ministry Coordinator:                        
Joan Rosenow 

Food Services Coordinators: Pat True and Sara Larson 

Custodial Services:  John and Ruth Unger 

 

At the time of publication, these times are 
correct. With the fluidity of the pandemic, 

hours could change.  

WORSHIP TIMES                                                                                   

Drive in worship: Sundays at 8:20 am 

Online worship: Sundays at 10:30 am                 
Drive in worship: Wednesdays at 6:20 pm 

with Communion on the  1st and 3rd  Sundays and 
Wednesdays 

  
OFFICE HOURS                                   

The office is open for curbside   

drop-off/pick-up from 8:30—9:30 am  

Monday—Friday. 
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Dear Bethlehem members,         May 27, 2020  

You have probably heard of Governor Walz’ recent declaration for reopening churches and other houses of            
worship in Minnesota with provisions. Every denomination and faith group in Minnesota is determining how that 
will begin to happen for them – including us in the Northeastern Minnesota Synod. Our Bishop Tom Aitken has 
given a directive that we will refrain from in-person worship for now, giving us time to develop SMART teams in 
congregations to assess all CDC and Minnesota Department of Health guidance for reopening and develop plans 
for building use and for in-person worship. I think this is a wise decision that seeks out the good of our neighbor 
as we consider safe and faithful options for doing the work of ministry. Our Board of Worship has already done a 
lot of good preliminary work regarding  worship, and I am grateful for that. So, here are some updates and things 
for us to keep in mind. 

• As I mentioned in the sermon this past week, I have never liked the language of “reopening” the church – 
because the church is never closed! We have been worshiping faithfully each week online for the past                  
two-plus months. The church is not a building, but God’s people gathered by the Spirit in the name of God! 
As we enter this next phase for our country, we will have the opportunity of slowly returning to more                 
familiar practices of worship. We need to do this thoughtfully and slowly, always considering the needs of 
our neighbor including the more vulnerable among us.                   

• Beginning this Sunday (May 31), we will be offering parking lot worship at 8:20 am along with our regular       
live-stream service at 10:30 am. If you would like to join us for the 8:20 am parking lot worship service, 
please remember a few things: (1) If you are sick or think you might have symptoms for Covid-19, please stay 
home! (2) Please stay in your vehicle at all times (windows may be cracked) and arrive early to avoid jams 
using both the north and south entrances to the parking lot. (3) Tune your radio to AM 1530 to hear the            
service. The pastors and music leaders will be staged in the lower lot by the playground equipment.  (4) Print 
out or down-load your bulletin ahead of time. We will have a limited number of bulletins available to hand 
out as you arrive. (5) Please park in the eastern (lower) portion of the parking lot – we have about 80 spaces 
available. (6) We will have offering containers available at both entrances if you would like to offer your tithe 
or offering. (7) The building will be closed; this includes bathrooms. 

• This is a fluid situation in our local community, nation and world. We need to all remain patient and                   
cognizant of the needs of our neighbor – this is what Christians do! 

• We will also be offering Wednesday night parking lot worship beginning at 6:20 pm on Wednesday, June 3. 
The same guidance applies as stated above.                                          

I am proud of your faithfulness and willingness to love and protect your neighbor while worshiping together! 

Pr. Mark Skinner 

Senior Pastor 
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From the Children, Youth and Family Pastor 

Email or mail them 
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Please keep the following Bethlehem households in your thoughts and prayer this month of June:                    

Stacy Erdal and family; Adelle and Roger Erickson; Bruce and Deb Erickson; Lannell and Mary Farmer; Dylan and 
Emily Ferrari and family; Bernice and Jim Finch; Mike Finch and family; Pam Finch and family; Jaclyn and Terry 
Forsberg and family; Carolyn and Ray Frisch; Mary Ann Frisch; Mavis Galligher; Al Gardner; Mike and Wendy  

Gindorff and family; Cassandra Girling and family; Colleen and Kevin Goedker and family; Darla Mae and Roger 
Gonnerman; Becky and Stephan Gorny and family; Aldene Gosse; Bev Gotti; Jennifer and Tom Grimm and family; 

Jeff and Shari Grunenwald and family; Jennifer Grunewald and family; Kelly and Marty Gubrud and family 

If you have a prayer request for the Prayer Chain, you can either put it in the 
offering plate on Sunday or Wednesday or call Deloris Ebinger at 829-2333.  

Prayers will be kept on the chain for 3 weeks.  If you’d like it to be kept on for 
longer, please let the office know. If you would like to be a member of the Prayer 

Chain, please call the church office at  829-3330. 

  Please keep these people in your prayers: 

Sympathy: the family of Wayne Dahl (Anna Thesing’s grandfather) 

Ongoing: Dave Johnston; Isaiah Gilderman; Heather and Robert Saffell; all peace officers; Ken Kemboi; for peace 
in our world; Lonny Goble; Grandma Donna; Tucker Hennessey; residents and staff of Bethany Nursing Home; 
Terry Schroeder; Brady Feist; Bob Morris; all residents and staff of assisted living and nursing home facilities; 
Brynn; Mike Anhalt; the unemployed; healthcare workers; Yvonne Doust; Jenny Pederson; for protection from 
Corona Virus; Pam Stock; Michael Zickuhr; Paul Erdal; Aldene Gosse; Bobbie Sayles; Clark and Clary Tollefson; Roy 
Cheney; those who are abused; all dealing with addiction; couples trying to have babies; all affected by mental 
health issues; all caregivers; everyone dealing with cancer  

Service:  Zac Myhre deployed to South Korea  

If you check into the hospital, please call the Church Office at 829-3330 or let the Chaplain know you are from 
Bethlehem Lutheran Church so we can pray for you.                                       
Have a Prayer Request?  You are invited to call Deloris Ebinger at 829-2333 or the Church Office at 829-3330 or 
email office@belcnet.net to have your request put on the Prayer Chain.                                           
Please note that we keep people on the prayer list for 3 weeks.  If someone needs extended prayers, please let 
the office know.  

Looking ahead to July... 
 With the fluidity of the pandemic, we would like to see you soon. 

We are following the governmental orders along with the                 
recommendations from Bishop Tom Aitken of the NE MN Synod. Your 

safety and well-being is our number one concern.   

The 80s+ Lunch Bunch will not be 
meeting again until September. 

Young at Heart will not be 
meeting in June. 
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Earth Day was created 50 years ago on the idea 
that human well-being is very much tied to the well
-being of the environment, and is now practiced in 

more than 190 countries. According to the                       
University of Minnesota's Institute on the                       

Environment, Minnesota is facing even more 
threats now than in 1970, with wild bee and                   

pollinator populations collapsing, and more than 
90% of the state's hibernating bats dying from a 
fungus. The population losses are largely due to 
intensive and single-crop farming, powerful new 

pesticides and the loss of food and habitat,              
according to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.         

Rising temperatures have caused more extreme 
storms and more frequent flooding, with so much                      

excessive drainage into the Minnesota River that its 
width has more than doubled in recent years,               

swallowing houses and collapsing water towers.  

Source: www.nemnsynod.org 

Our Creation Care team encourages email as 
much as possible over paper newsletters.             

Contact the office today to have your                   
newsletter emailed instead of printed.  

Drive-in worship: Sundays at 8:20 am 

June 7—Jackie Nornes; Janis and Jim Pe-
terson 

June 14—Clayton Lang and Ben Reimers 

June 21—Clayton Lang and Joe Lindholm 

June 28—Becky and Dave Meyer; Ben 
Reimers 

Drive-in worship: Wednesdays at 6:20 pm 

All month—Abby and Wendy Gindorff 

We will continue to live-stream Sunday 
services at 10:30 am. This can be found on 
our Facebook page at bethlehem.brainerd 
and will also be posted on our website at 

www.belcnet.net.  

June Worship 

Assistants 
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We continue to update our contact information. If your birthday is missing or incorrect, 

please let the office know at 829-3330 or office@belcnet.net.  

Please remember these 

people in prayer on their 

birthdays.  

6/17 ~ Grant Becker, Jerome Streich 

6/18 ~ Mary Hanson, LeRoy Hauble,     
Sandra Leach, Kayla Warner 

6/19 ~ Mike Emery, Kent Johnson III, 
Madison Stall 

6/20 ~ Joan Rosenow, Carl Seamon 

6/21 ~ Bradley Aasen, Jenny Johnson, 
Turner Person, Corliss Smith 

6/22 ~ Charles Praska  

6/23 ~ JoAnn Rehberger 

6/24 ~ Mavis Galligher, Meagan 
Tollefson 

6/25 ~ Joyce Wagner 

6/26 ~ Sean Laughton 

6/27 ~ Nicole Anderson, Caleb Meyer 

6/28 ~ Kelsie Burgstaler, Jaret                          
Embertson 

6/29 ~ Mike Gindorff, Brady Kruize 

6/30 ~ Harry Bement, Steven Johnson, 
Matthew Schoenecker 

6/1 ~ Mary Ketterling, Sue Skinner 

6/2 ~ Shari Grunenwald, Anna Thesing, 
John Unger 

6/4 ~ Roger Gonnerman, Judy Kallroos, 
Alyssa Weigelt 

6/5 ~ Jon Teufert 

6/6 ~ Sienna Hodgman, Keith Olson 

6/8 ~ Janey Adair, Sheila Skogen,              
Rhegan Weigelt  

6/9 ~ John True 

6/10 ~ Elliott Gorny, Rachel Lundgren, 
Breanna Munsch 

6/11 ~ Finnegan Jackman, Ryan 
Tollefson 

6/12 ~ Mya Halsted 

6/13 ~ Savannah Cole 

6/15 ~ Deanna Jones, Parker Weigelt  

 6/16 ~ Meghan Becker, Joseph Gubrud 
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Thank you! 
Thank you to everyone who has been fulfilling their 

estimates of giving. Please continue to give                    
generously as you are able as we still have bills, 

healthcare benefits and salaries that must be paid. 

It is through the donations of every individual 
and family in the congregation that we are able 
to carry on our work throughout the year.  

If you need a convenient way to make recurring 
contributions or would like to make an additional 
gift, we encourage you to check out our 
electronic giving options.  

To set up a recurring giving schedule, visit us 
online at www.belcnet.net and locate the Online 
Giving button, or if it's easier, complete 
a paper authorization form and return it 
to the church office. Thank you for your 
generosity and faithfulness!  

 $25 in memory of Robert Hagel from family and 
friends 

Handbell Choir Fund 

 $310 in memory of Lona Furan from family and 
friends 

$50 in memory of Jeff Hulsether from family and 
friends 

Designated Fund 

 $20 in honor of quilters for all the masks they are 
making 

Quilters Fund 
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It’s not too late to start. If you’d like 

a calendar to help you read through 

the bible in a year, email the office 

at office@belcnet.net.  

Operation Sandwich Update 
Operation Sandwich is running again at full strength. This summer, we will be aiding in two meal 

packs – an evening pack in collaboration with Sharing Bread Soup Kitchen and a weekly lunch meal 
pack. We are serving out of the Sharing Bread Soup Kitchen. At this point, we cannot take many                

volunteers in order to keep the numbers low to keep things as safe as possible for our guests and 
our volunteers. If you or anyone you know are in need of food, please feel free to reach out to                 

Pastor Sarah. If you’d like to donate, financial donations are easiest now, and those can be made at 
https://www.bridgesofhopemn.org/donate and put Operation Sandwich in the memo. Thank you 

for all who have already donated. 

https://www.bridgesofhopemn.org/donate


11 

 

Live-stream services (Sundays 

at 10:30 am live on Facebook) 

A moment of silence for all 

the rioting and lives lost 

5.31.20 

Celebrating our                          

high school graduates                    

5.17.20 

Musical offering                                 

5.10.20 

About 20 families joined us. 

We hope to see you soon! 

Our first drive-in service 5.31.20

(offered Sundays at 8:20 am and 

Wednesdays at 6:20 pm 

Pr. Mark preached on                

Pentecost Sunday. 

It was a beautiful morning 

for outdoor worship! 
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Our Mission Statement 

We are called into compassionate community by 

the Holy Spirit through the confession of the 

Gospel of Jesus Christ to publicly confess the faith 

of the Triune God in, under, and with our daily 

callings in the community of God’s world. 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church 
418 8th Ave NE 
Brainerd, MN 56401 

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 

Get updates, share pictures and RSVP for 
events on our Facebook page...  
www.facebook.com/bethlehem.brainerd 

If you would rather receive this newsletter by email or would like to stop receiving it, please let us know. 

Please let the church office know if you will be stopping your mail service for an                  
extended period of time so we do not send you any publications. Thank you.  


