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THE BETHLEHEM STAR 

Bethlehem Evangelical Lutheran Church 

418 8th Avenue Northeast 

Brainerd, MN 56401 

 

Phone: 218-829-3330 

Email: office@belcnet.net 

Website: www.belcnet.net 

Facebook: bethlehem.brainerd 

March 2023 

CHURCH STAFF 

Senior Pastor: Rev. Dr. Mark Skinner  

Children, Youth & Family Pastor: Rev. Sarah Marshall 

Office Administrator, Worship Team Director and  
Organist: Cori Wrobel 

Bell Choir Director: Stacy Erdal 

Senior Choir Director: Al Albertson          

 Youth Choir Director: Nancy Albertson           

 Financial Administrator: Shelly Johnson 

Children, Youth & Family Ministry Coordinator:                        
Joan Rosenow 

Food Services Coordinators: Clarence and Kim Spencer 

IT Coordinator: Scott Pederson 

Custodial Services: Rob Larson and Laura Kory 

WORSHIP TIMES                                                                                   

In-person worship: 

Wednesdays at 11:00 am in Lent 

Wednesdays at 6:20 pm 

In-person and livestreamed: 

Sundays at 9:00 am 

with communion on the  1st and 3rd  Sundays 
and following Wednesdays  

 

OFFICE HOURS                                   
The office is open on  

Mondays—Fridays from 9:00 am—12:00 pm  

and Mondays—Thursdays from 1:00—4:00 
pm. 
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From the Senior Pastor 
Lent: Discipleship in the Present Age 

 

On Saturday, February 25th Bethlehem hosted the annual Lay Leader Network Gathering 
for our Synod here in NE Minnesota. We had the opportunity to hear from several lay 
leaders throughout our Synod, including our own Marc Marshall as he presented their family’s work 
with foster children, and how that has been formed through discipleship. I also had the opportunity to              
present using the title of “Discipleship in the Present Age.” I’ll share a few of the highlights from my 
presentation with you.  
 
First, we would do well to remember Bonhoeffer’s famous line from 1939 as he addressed the church 
in his time within Germany, “We Lutherans have gathered like eagles round the carcass of cheap grace, 
and there we have drunk the poison which has killed the life of following Christ.” (D. Bonhoeffer,                  
Discipleship, “Costly Grace”) What is cheap grace?  Bonhoeffer’s answer, “… the grace we bestow               
upon ourselves … forgiveness without repentance …. baptism without church discipline … grace                   
without discipleship, without the cross, without Jesus Christ living and incarnate.” Cheap grace is grace 
without discipleship. Which is always grace without the cross, which is inevitably grace without Christ. 
For Bonhoeffer, and for us, the extraordinary life is the life of discipleship, which means both belief and 
obedience to the command of Christ. Belief without obedience is “cheap grace” and obedience without 
belief is just another form of works’ righteousness.  
 
Second, we need to think deeply about the great commission of Christ, “Go therefore and make                           
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit 
…” Matthew 28:19. Notice the imperative to “go.” What do we mean by “go?” For the last five hundred 
years in Europe and into North America, the church has arguably functioned mainly through attraction. 
In other words, come to a church building to partake in worship, the sacraments, programming, Bible 
studies, gatherings, and the like. Nothing wrong with any of the above, but what does it mean to “go?” 
What if we could envision the ministry of a congregation to be roughly about 75% attractional types of 
ministry, and 25% actually involved leaving/going and meeting people outside of our church buildings 
and in the community where they live, work, and spend most of their time? 
 
Third, as we think about what it means to baptize in the “name” of God, do we mean the name that 
sends us into the world, or the name that we gather under through the liturgy, or the name in which 
bears our future through Christ? And I think the answer is, yes! The name of God is intentionally and 
functionally relational. We are sent forth as persons created, claimed, and loved by God to make                 
disciples. When we forget about personhood and the relationships that we are called into, and we 
move forward merely “going,” we will inevitably turn people into objects to evangelize. This                       
unfortunately, continues historically, and offers a result that is counter to the very intent of the                   
commission of Christ. So, what would it look like to meet people on their terms, where they are in their 
life, loving them as Christ first loved us, and accompany them with the good news as we join in making 
disciples?                        
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From the Children, Youth and Family Pastor 
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March 5 
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Source: http://www.nemnsynod.org/green-tips.html 

Nancy and Tim Bogenschutz   Deb Luhrs    
Pat True     Kathy Dufour and Rick Patton 

Mary and Scott Parsons 
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CLEAN WATER ACT TURNS 50—The federal Clean Water Act (CWA) was signed into law in October, 1972 
when pollution of U.S. waterways was essentially unregulated, and the headlines spoke of "Rivers on fire" 
and "Lake Erie is Dead". The goal of the CWA was to "restore the chemical, physical and biological integrity 
of the nation's waterways" and to "make waterways fishable, swimmable and drinkable". This law regu-
lates pollution discharges (point sources) into waterways by setting discharge standards (levels) of specific 
contaminants that can be legally discharged. The initial focus of the act was to reduce phosphorus and 
nitrogen releases to waterways, in order to slow the fertilization of aquatic plants and algae. Re-
strictions on phosphates in fertilizers and better sewage treatment practices were implemented. The CWA 
has improved water quality in most waterways, through a system of permits to discharge only a limited 
amount of specified contaminants. However, many contaminants in water are not regulated through the 
CWA, and only 50% of the nation's waterways are now considered "unimpaired". The future of the CWA is 
currently in question as the U.S. Supreme Court is debating the scope of the law and which waterways are 
protected. 

February—March Funeral Service Groups  

Coordinators: 

Doris Aasen 
Greg and Mary Anderson 
Hans Anderson 
Linda Anderson 
Brad Bauer 
Arliss and Harry Bement 
Darnel Carlson 
Sharon Chaney 
Larry and Natalie Embertson 
Deb and Bruce Erickson 
Bernice and Jim Finch 
Bonnie and Matthew Garding 
Jady and Kevin Gohman 
Jennifer and Tom Grimm 

Assistants: 
 Jeff and Shari Grunenwald 
Anne Gustafson 
Lynn Heinrich 
Karl Jackman 
Jesse Jorges 
Jenny King 
Cory Kruse 
Doug and Vicki Kruse 
Camille and Clayton Lang 
Laurie Levig 
Nick Lundgren 
Anita and Larry Martinson 
Deb and Jeff McCarthy 
Emily and Tyler Monda 

Marcy Nickel 
Steve Olson 
Barb Owens 
Janis and Jim Peterson  
Tammy and Randy Praught 
Gail and Karl Samp 
Russ Schultz 
Sue and Todd Sorenson 
Elsie and Mike Stanek 
Jackie Stromback 
Anna and Jake Thesing 
Kathy Thomson 
Amy and Dan Vleck 
Bruce and Kelli Weaver 
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Please keep the following Bethlehem households in your thoughts and prayer this month of 
March:  Dustin Johnson and Rebecca Ostrowski and family; Jenny Johnson; Margaret                

Johnson; Jennie and Phil Johnson and family; Steven Johnson; Kent Johnson III;  Dave and     
Tanya Johnston; Brenda Jonak; Allison Jones and family; Deanna Jones; Katelyn Jones and 
family; Logan Jones and family; Joyce Jorgenson; Jesse Jorges and family; John and Judy               

Jourdan; Kathryn and Sam Jourdan; Lynn and Yvonne Kalahar; Bill and Judy Kallroos; Al and 
Joanne Kampf; Ken and Marcie Kemboi; Mary Ketterling; Chuck and Gwen Kienholz; Parker 
Kienholz; Jenny King; Jayme Klecker and family; Brenda Klinger; Ellie Knold; Butch and Jean 
Koering; Kris Kolstad; Laura and Nick Kory and family; Marlene Kossila; Lisa Kotchikian and 
family; Norma and Ted Kotyk; Jean Krueger; Cory Kruse and family; Doug and Vicki Kruse;               

Camille and Clayton Lang and family; Peggy Larson; Beth and Rob Larson; Lori and Syd Larson  

If you have a prayer request for the Prayer Chain, please contact the 
church office at 829-3330 or office@belcnet.net.  Prayers will be kept on 
the chain for 3 weeks.  If you’d like it to be kept on for longer, please let 
the office know. If you would like to be a member of the Prayer Chain, 

please call the church office at  829-3330. 

   Please keep these people in your prayers: 
Ongoing: David Miller; Don; Bernice Finch; Terri Hanson; Steve Verdon; Evie Burau; Barb and 
Roger Nornes; BELC member’s nephew; Diane Weber; Barbara Howard; Jessica Rodenbiker; 
Kacey Benson; Todd K.; Linda Wilcox; BELC member; Joan Rosenow; for peace in our world; all 
who are grieving; a BELC member; Phyllis Roberts; for all affected by COVID; residents and 
staff of assisted living/nursing home facilities; healthcare workers; all caregivers; everyone 
dealing with cancer /other diseases 
 
Military: Nick Schwab in Navy  
 
If you check into the hospital, please call the Church Office at 829-3330 or let the Chaplain 
know you are from Bethlehem Lutheran Church so we can pray for you.                 

 Looking ahead... 
*Palm Sunday, 4/2 service at 9:00 am with Palm Sunday brunch served at 10:00 am 
*Maundy Thursday, 4/6 service at 6:20 pm 
*Good Friday, 4/7 services at 11:00 am and 6:20 pm 
*Easter Sunday, 4/9 services at 8:20 and 10:30 am with rolls served between services 
*New Member Orientation on April 11 at 6:00 pm; New Member Sunday on April 23 
*Semi-annual congregation meeting on April 16 at 10:00 am 
*Couples’ Retreat on April 15 at 9:00 am 
*BELC serves at Bridge on 7th Overnight Shelter April 16—23 
*Prayer Group Dinner on April 18 at 6:00 pm 
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Thank you! 

 January 2023 Financial update 

Total Revenue $44,908 

Total Expenses $37,948 

Net Income +$6,959 
 

If you have questions, please 
contact a member of the Board 
of Stewardship and Properties. 

 

Thank you for your                   
continued generosity! 

It isn’t too late to turn in your 2023 estimate of 
giving or financial gift card. Additional cards are 
available in the office. Thank you to everyone who 
has turned theirs in already. 

Thank you for your donation of $25 to the Sharing 
Bread Soup Kitchen. Thank you for partnering with us 

in feeding people in our community. This gift helps 
pay for the daily meals we provide and also helps us 

provide breakfast/lunch bags to individuals staying at 
the local overnight shelter. With gratitude, Shannon 

Mills, Director Sharing Bread Soup Kitchen  
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We continue to update our contact information. If your birthday is missing or incorrect, 

please let the office know at 829-3330 or office@belcnet.net.  

18 ~ Scott Johnson Jr., Geri Skogen, Sara Teufert 

19 ~ Alexus Smith 

20 ~ Claire Erdal 

21 ~ Clark Backstrom, Hollie LeDoux, Harvey 
Munsch 

23 ~ Elaina Christiansen, Jayce Johnson, Marci 
Nelson 

25 ~ Mary Anderson, Will Grunewald, Maddy 
Tollefson 

26 ~ Jerry DeChaine, Stephanie Moody, Curt 
Nielsen 

27 ~ Greta Lang, Blaine Thompson 

28 ~ Darla Mae Gonnerman, Blake Kruse, Deb 
Luhrs, Isaiah Macejkovic, Kim Spencer, Deb 
Steuck 

30 ~ Yvonne Kalahar 

31 ~ Lisa Roberts 

1 ~ Kevin Brick, Tonya Person  

2 ~ Wayne Dosh 

3 ~ Karl Hadrits 

4 ~ Bruce Erickson, Charlotte Girling 

6 ~ Kevin Gohman, Kathy Thomson, Zach 
Vanderschaaf 

8 ~ Erica Pulak 

9 ~ Odin Sjoberg 

10 ~ Caleb Christensen 

11 ~ Linda Albertson, Izabelle Munsch, Andrew 
Olson, Brian Skogen, Logan Stall 

12 ~ Christian Eidenshink, Ethan Iverson 

13 ~ Susan Hadrits, Solvejg Seamon 

14 ~ Steve Rosenow 

15 ~ Nancy Albertson, Reece Doucette, Al 
Gardner, Carole Olson 

16 ~ Katie Breen, Tracie Churchill, Holly Rand, 
Melanie Serra 

Please keep these                 

people in your prayers 

on their birthdays. 



15 

 

 

 

5: Kay Theien    19: Larry and Natalie Embertson   
12: Bonnie and Steve Almond  26: Cathie and Nick Benson 

Greeters: 

5: the Lindholm family   19: Cathy and Dan Lee    
12: John and JoAnn Rehberger  26: Bob and Kay Pederson  

Ushers: 

5: Bonnie Almond   19: Rebecca Timmins    
12: Yvonne Kalahar   26: Kim Spencer 

Readers: 

 5: Sasha Burgstaler, Shelly Birchem      
19: 2 still needed 

Communion 
Preparation: 

5: Bonnie and Steve Almond, 1 still needed 
19: 3 still needed 

Communion 
Servers: 

5: Todd Person     19: Todd Person     
12: Jerry DeChaine   26: Jerry DeChaine 

Sound: 

5: Tonya Person     19: Tonya Person     
12: Krystal DeChaine   26: Krystal DeChaine 

Video: 

March Worship Assistants 

5: Jackie Nornes    19: none      
12: still needed    26: Jackie Nornes 

Assisting              
Minister: 

5: Nancy Bogenschutz   19:still needed     
12: still needed    26: still needed 

Treats: 

1: Karly and Mike Lillo, Riley Slough  22: still needed 
8: Karly and Mike Lillo   29: still needed 
15: still needed 

Wednesday 
6:20pm ushers 

1: Scott Pederson    22: still needed 
8: still needed    29: still needed 
15: still needed 

Wednesday 
6:20 pm sound 

5: still needed    19: still needed    
12: still needed    26: still needed 

Flowers: 

1: still needed    22: still needed 
8: still needed    29: still needed 
15: still needed 

Wednesday 
11:00 am sound 

1: Janis Peterson, Jenny Johnson  22: Jackie Nornes 
8: Janis Peterson     29: Janis Peterson  
15: Jackie Nornes 

Wednesday                   
11:00 ushers  

1: Bonnie Almond Wednesday                   
11:00 reader 

8: Bev and Dave Emery   15: Bev and Dave Emery 
22: Bev and Dave Emery   29: Bev and Dave Emery 

Wednesday                   
11:00 kitchen  

1: Kathy Dufour and  
Rick Patton 

Wednesday                   
11:00 greeters  

Sundays at 9:00 am 
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Our Mission Statement 

We are called into compassionate community by 

the Holy Spirit through the confession of the 

Gospel of Jesus Christ to publicly confess the faith 

of the Triune God in, under, and with our daily 

callings in the community of God’s world. 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church 
418 8th Ave NE 
Brainerd, MN 56401 

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 

Get updates, share pictures and RSVP for 
events on our Facebook page...  
www.facebook.com/bethlehem.brainerd 

If you would rather receive this newsletter by email or would like to stop receiving it, please let us know. 

Please let the church office know if you will be stopping your mail service for an                  
extended period of time so we do not send you any publications. Thank you.  


