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THE BETHLEHEM STAR 

Bethlehem Evangelical Lutheran Church 

418 8th Avenue Northeast 

Brainerd, MN 56401 

 

Phone: 218-829-3330 

Fax: 218-829-0792 

Email: office@belcnet.net 

Website: www.belcnet.net 

Facebook: bethlehem.brainerd 

May 2021 

CHURCH STAFF 

Senior Pastor:                                                                          
Rev. Dr. Mark Skinner  

Children, Youth & Family Pastor:                                      
Rev. Sarah Marshall 

Office Administrator, Worship Team Director         
and Organist: Cori Wrobel 

Bell Choir Director: Stacy Erdal 

Senior Choir Director: Al Albertson          

 Youth Choir Director: Nancy Albertson           

 Financial Administrator: Shelly Johnson 

Children, Youth & Family Ministry Coordinator:                        
Joan Rosenow 

Food Services Coordinators: Pat True and Sara Larson 

Custodial Services:  Amanda, John and Ruth Unger 

 

At the time of publication, these times are                 
correct. With the fluidity of the pandemic, 

hours could change suddenly.  

 

WORSHIP TIMES                                                                                   

Drive in worship: Sundays at 8:45 am 

Online worship: Sundays at 10:30 am   

In-person worship : Sundays at 10:30 am and                  
Wednesdays at 6:20 pm 

with communion on the  1st and 3rd  Sundays and                 

following Wednesdays  

 

 OFFICE HOURS                                   
The office is open for curbside   

drop-off/pick-up from 8:30 am—12:00 pm  

Monday—Friday. 
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From the Senior Pastor 

Summer worship opportunities 

Beginning Memorial Day weekend (May 30th) we will offer two worship services per 

week: a Sunday morning drive-in/outdoor service in the upper parking lot at 8:45 am 

and a 10:00 am (in-person) service, along with live-streaming at 10:00 am. Many thanks to our Board of 

Worship and Music for coordinating our worship opportunities along with our Tech Team that makes 

the live-streaming possible each week. We could not do this without your faithful efforts!       

         

In-person bible study opportunity 

Join Pastor Mark for an in-person bible study of Paul’s letter to the Romans during the months of June 
and July. We will gather for this six-week study of the letter on Tuesday evenings from 6:00-7:00 pm at 
Bethlehem. To sign up, visit our website at https://belcnet.net or contact the church office at 218-829-
3330. We will begin on Tuesday, June 1st. Bring your bibles and hearts ready to receive the Word! 
 
 
Coffee with Pr. Mark 

Join me on Wednesday mornings from 9:00-10:00 am at Caribou Coffee across from Bethlehem during 

the months of May and June. I would love to visit with you and catch up on our shared life for a few 

moments each week!  

 

Walk with Pr. Mark  

Join me on Friday mornings at 9:00 am (during the month of June) at the Trails head parking lot near 

the Arboretum for a 40-minute walk on the Paul Bunyan trail. We’ll share a brief devotion and have the 

opportunity to exercise our spirits and bodies together this summer!  

 

May the peace of the risen Christ be with you! 

Pastor Mark            

 

 

 

                                            

 

https://belcnet.net
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From the Children, Youth and Family Pastor 

Summer Stretch 2021 

Who: Those who have finished grades 6-9 

When: June 3 (9:00-3:00), July 1 (9:00-11:00), & July 15 (9:00-
3:00), plus more dates hopefully coming 

This year due to covid still being a factor, here are the initial 
dates. I am hoping to fill in a few more dates as organizations 
open up to volunteers a bit more. Drop off and pick up with be 
at the locations of our service sites rather than at Bethlehem. 
Please register if you think your youth will have any interest. 
This year’s cost is only $5.50 for your t-shirt. Youth will be          
allowed to opt in or out of whatever dates we have service 
projects. To sign up, go to: http://bit.ly/BLAsummer2021 

Contact Pr. Sarah if you have any questions. 
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If you have a prayer request for the Prayer Chain, you can call Deloris 
Ebinger at 829-2333.  Prayers will be kept on the chain for 3 weeks.  If 
you’d like it to be kept on for longer, please let the office know. If you 
would like to be a member of the Prayer Chain, please call the church 

office at  829-3330. 

Please keep the following Bethlehem households in your thoughts and prayer this month of 
May: Neil Anderson, Jean Anhalt, Jackie Avenson, Carla and Clark Backstrom and family, Bill 

and Cheryl Bailey, Brad Bauer, Michele Becker, Monty Becker, Arliss and Harry Bement, Cathie 
and Nick Benson, Deb Berry, Marshall and Robin Billman, Shelly Birchem, Brandy and Sam 
Blum, Amy Boelter, Ardelle Boelter, Nancy and Tim Bogenschutz, Leonard Borlaug, Allison 

Brandt and family, Gary and Sharon Braun, Paul and Sue Bremer and family, Joyce and Kevin 
Brick, Gloria and James Brown, Janee Burgoyne, Eric and Sasha Burgstaler, Frank and Margie 

Burgstaler, Morgan Burgstaler and family, Jackie and Mike Burkey, Adam Carlson, Darnel              
Carlson, Sharon Chaney, Karen Cheney, Caleb Christensen, Marty and Teresa Christiansen 

Please keep these people in your prayers: 
 

Sympathy: Cheryl Severson-Nichols and family on the death of her uncle Stanley Johnsrud; 
Greg Anderson and family on the death of his brother-in-law Greg Nygard; Deloris Ebinger and 
family on the death of her brother-in-law Norman Ebinger; the family of Janet Praska; Amber 
Hennessey and family on the death of her father Grant Burau 
 
Ongoing: Clary Tollefson; Brady Feist; for peace in our world; Janice Skinner; Danny McCarthy; 
Mike Anhalt; Garnet Rehberger; Ardelle Boelter; Joyce Wagner; Jessica Rodenbiker; Barrie 
Rempel; for all affected by COVID; Michael Zickuhr; victims of domestic violence; all residents 
and staff of assisted living and nursing home facilities; Nancy Walsh; the unemployed; 
healthcare workers; Yvonne Doust; for protection from Corona Virus; all dealing with 
addiction; all affected by mental health issues; all caregivers; everyone dealing with cancer  
 
If you check into the hospital, please call the Church Office at 829-3330 or let the Chaplain 
know you are from Bethlehem Lutheran Church so we can pray for you.                 

 Looking ahead... 
 With the fluidity of the pandemic, we are following CDC and MN Department of Health 

guidelines. Your safety and well-being is our number one concern.  

At the time of publication, drive-in services will be offered on Sundays at 8:45 am and              
in-person services will be offered at 10:30 am on Sundays and at 6:20 pm on Wednesdays. 

Masks will be worn. Social distancing will be practiced. 

http://bit.ly/BLAsummer2021
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There are an estimated 2-3 million abandoned oil/gas wells in the U.S., with 200,000 in 
Pennsylvania, 64,000 in Wyoming, 27,000 in the gulf of Mexico and up to 29 million                    

globally. These wells were abandoned when drillers went bankrupt or stopped drilling               
because of low oil prices, common occurrences in 2020. Although well plugging and               

remediation are required by law in most states and on federal lands, there are few dollars 
available to complete the monumental task because lease requirements for insurance 
bonding are insufficient and poorly regulated. This regulatory nightmare is a significant 
source of methane to the atmosphere, accounting for about 8% of the total methane       

released in the U.S. per day. This amount of greenhouse gas is equivalent to all the                    
emissions from burning oil products in one day. These unsealed wells also contaminate 

groundwater with drilling / fracking fluids and brine solutions. Well sealing involves filling 
with clay or cement, reclaiming the surface to vegetation, and removing all equipment and 
waste materials. A complete plugging and remediation can cost up to $80,000 per well. A 
bill is currently stalled in the U.S. Senate which would provide $2 billion over 5 years for 

well plugging. Source: Reuters: June 16, 2020: Mother Jones: December 5, 2020.  

Source: http://www.nemnsynod.org/green-tips.html/ March 2021 
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We continue to update our contact information. If your birthday is missing or incorrect, 

please let the office know at 829-3330 or office@belcnet.net.  

17 ~ Jacob Kraklau, Dennis Weisman 

18 ~ Elsie Johns 

19 ~ Sharon Chaney, Erica Embertson, Logan 
Peterson  

20 ~ Anne Gustafson, Connor Johnson, Laura 
Roberts, Karen Rosenow, Teri Slough, Megan 
Spigarelli, Phyllis Stall, Bruce Thompson 

21 ~ Logan Jones 

22 ~ Abigail Browne, Emilee Jones 

23 ~ Heather Berry, Delaney Jackman, Arthur 
Jentsch, Sarah Sorenson 

25 ~ Michael Lillo 

26 ~ Peggy Larson, Sean McCarthy, Elli Salo 

27 ~ Jenna Hollingsworth 

29 ~ Theodore Hoff, Lynn Kalahar, Addison Lillo, 
Myia Nelson 

30 ~ Natalie Embertson 

31 ~ Katelyn Jones, Tom Numedahl, Julie 
Vanderschaaf  

1 ~ Doris Stengel, Jean Swanson, Michelle 
Tollefson 

2 ~ Jim Cole 

3 ~ Shane Johnson, Lenex Miller 

4 ~ Ayla Backstrom, Tom Dornan, Dave Meyer 

5 ~ John Mathews, Tammy True 

6 ~ MaKenna Klukas 

8 ~ Tiffany Kruse, Ethel Nelson, Randy Rinke 

9 ~ Abby Gindorff, Bob Pederson  

10 ~ Morgan Burgstaler, Carolyn Frisch,                 
Clayton Lang 

11 ~ Lewis Almond, Camille Lang, Jeff Nichols, 
Abby Rehberger 

12 ~ Shelly Johnson 

13 ~ Shelly Birchem, Darwin Hanson, Maddy 
O’Grady 

14 ~ Jenny Pederson, Sloan Saffell 

15 ~ Kyle Rinke 

16 ~ Darnel Carlson, Cyndy Merrill 

Please keep these                 

people in your prayers 

on their birthdays. 
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Thank you! 

It is through the donations of every individual 
and family in the congregation that we are able 
to carry on our work throughout the year.  

If you need a convenient way to make recurring 
contributions or would like to make an additional 
gift, we encourage you to check out our 
electronic giving options.  

To set up a recurring giving schedule, visit us 
online at www.belcnet.net and locate the Online 
Giving button, or if it's easier, complete 
a paper authorization form and return it 
to the church office. Thank you for your 
generosity and faithfulness!  

$35 in memory of Janet Praska from family and 
friends 

General Fund Thank you so much for your prayers and                   

sympathy. ~the family of Bob Morris                     

(Cathie Benson’s father) 

Thank you for your gift of $361. Your ongoing 

support enables us to keep make a difference in 

lives...by connecting clients with community  

resources to regain self-sufficiency and thrive.     

Success stories reflect our mission coming to 

life—connecting neighbors with individualized 

resources from across our Brainerd Lakes                

community. We look forward to our                  

continued partnership.                                                         

~ Jana Shogren, Executive Director 

A quick note to thank you for the very generous $500 

donation for our staff. It came at a perfect time! Your 

church thinking of us and praying for us means a lot. 

We will use this donation to do a special grill out for 

our staff come nicer weather.                                                      

~ Good Samaritan Society Woodland Staff 

Thank you to everyone who has donated to the 

fund to purchase the new hymnals All Creation 

Sings. Thus far, we have 23 hymnals. If you 

would like to purchase a hymnal in honor or 

memory of someone, let the office know. Hym-

nals cost $13 each. Contact the office for more 

information. 
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Our Mission Statement 

We are called into compassionate community by 

the Holy Spirit through the confession of the 

Gospel of Jesus Christ to publicly confess the faith 

of the Triune God in, under, and with our daily 

callings in the community of God’s world. 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church 
418 8th Ave NE 
Brainerd, MN 56401 

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 

Get updates, share pictures and RSVP for 
events on our Facebook page...  
www.facebook.com/bethlehem.brainerd 

If you would rather receive this newsletter by email or would like to stop receiving it, please let us know. 

Please let the church office know if you will be stopping your mail service for an                  
extended period of time so we do not send you any publications. Thank you.  


