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THE BETHLEHEM STAR 

Bethlehem Evangelical Lutheran Church 
418 8th Avenue Northeast 

Brainerd, MN 56401 

 

Phone: 218-829-3330 

Fax: 218-829-0792 

Email: office@belcnet.net 

Website: www.belcnet.net 

October 2019 

CHURCH STAFF 

Senior Pastor:                                                                          
Rev. Dr. Mark Skinner  

Children, Youth & Family Pastor:                                      
Rev. Sarah Marshall 

Office Administrator, Worship Team Director and   
Organist: Cori Wrobel 

Bell Choir Director: Stacy Erdal 

Senior Choir Director: Al Albertson          

 Youth Choir Director: Nancy Albertson           

 Financial Administrator: Shelly Johnson 

Children, Youth & Family Ministry Coordinator:                        
Joan Rosenow 

Food Services Coordinators: Pat True and Sara Larson 

Custodial Services:  Ruth Unger 

 

WORSHIP TIMES                                                                                   

Sundays at 8:20 and 10:30 am and                 
Wednesdays at 6:20 pm 

with Communion on the  1st and 3rd  Sundays and 
Wednesdays 

 

 OFFICE HOURS                                   
Monday - Thursday 

8:30 am- 12:00 pm and 1:00 pm - 4:30 pm 

 

Friday  

8:30 am - 12:00 pm 
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From the Senior Pastor 

 

 

“Confessing the Faith in a Secular Age”  

We have had a great start in presenting our annual theme for 2019
-2020, “Confessing the Faith in a Secular Age.” As we live into a culture within 
North       America that is increasingly more and more secular, how will the church 
need to adapt and retool to meet this challenge head on as we faithfully seek to, 
“… confess the faith of the triune God in, under, and with our daily callings in the 
life of God’s world” (from our Mission Statement for Bethlehem Lutheran Church)? 

 

This past month, I preached a three-week series on Confessing the Faith in a                 
Secular Age. Below is a break-down of the sessions:         

part 1: “Confessing the Faith in a Secular Age: Engaging the Myth of the Autonomous Self”  

part 2: “Confessing the Faith in a Secular Age: Engaging the Myth of Authenticity”  

part 3: “Confessing the Faith in a Secular Age: Engaging the Myth of the Time and Opportunity” 
 
Additionally, we had the opportunity to further discuss and present more of this material during our adult forum 
time on Sunday morning. I was really shocked – in a good way, with a lot of meaningful conversation and                        
follow-up interest from many of you. This seems to tell me that we are talking about something that is not only 
pertinent and timely, but quite important to many of us. I’m glad that we could engage this together!  

If you missed the series, or the presentations, we will be continuing this theme throughout the year, and I would 
invite you to pay particular attention during Advent and Lent this coming year along with joining us on Saturday, 
February 22nd at Bethlehem to hear Prof. Andrew Root present from his most recent book, Faith Formation in a 
Secular Age. 

Small Group Night 

It’s not to late to join our Small Group Night. The next meeting will be Tuesday, 
October 8. The evening starts with a chili and corn bread dinner at 6:00 pm and is 
followed by large group teaching time on Colossians. At 7:15, we’ll break into our 
small groups which include Creation Care Team with Kayli Skinner, Marriage En-
counter with Pam and Steve Oslos, Movie Group watching Hacksaw Ridge, Music 
and the Brain with Nancy Albertson and Kathleen Weisman, and Nurturing Your 
Inner Child: Outdoor Edition with Camille and Clayton Lang. Sign up on the yellow 
opportunities sheet if you’d like to join in the fun. 

Blessings to you all, and I look forward to joining you in worship this week! 

Pastor Mark     
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From the Children, Youth and Family Pastor 
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Sign 

up  

by 

10.20 
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Please keep the following Bethlehem households in your thoughts and prayer this month of October:                    

Cynthia Merrill and family; Becky and Dave Meyer and family; Bruce and Janelle Mienert and family; Barbara      
Miller; Michael Miller; Joan Rosenow and Troy Miller and family; Debbie and Vince Moe; Emily and Tyler Monda; 
Stephanie Moody; Gloria and Harvey Munsch; Harold Munsch and family; Richard Munsch and family; David and 
Faye Nelson; Don and Marci Nelson; Ethel Nelson; Lynn and Mitchell Nelson; Mollie Nelson and family; Patricia 

Nelson; Cheryl Severson-Nichols and Jeff Nichols; Curt and Sandy Nielsen; Jackie Nornes; Marie and Tom 
Numedahl; Carole Olsen; AJ and Annette Olson and family; Antje Olson; Doreen and Larry Olson;  

If you have a prayer request for the Prayer Chain, you can either put it in the 
offering plate on Sunday or Wednesday or call Deloris Ebinger at 829-2333.  

Prayers will be kept on the chain for 3 weeks.  If you’d like it to be kept on for 
longer, please let the office know. If you would like to be a member of the Prayer 

Chain, please call the church office at  829-3330. 

 Please keep these people in your prayers:  

Sympathy: Pr. Sarah and family on the death of her grandpa; Josh Klukas and family on the death of his 
grandma 

Ongoing: Norma Matson; Donna Hansmann; a member who had surgery recently; Barb Howard; 
Michelle Brekken; Wendy Gindorff; Cyndy Thompson’s parents John and Bobbie Sayles; Clark and Clary 
Tollefson; Diane Ristrom; Roy Cheney; Stefan True; those who are abused; all addicts; couples trying to 
have a baby; everyone dealing with mental health issues; all caregivers; Chuck Dahl; Aldene Gosse; 
Cheryl Johnson; everyone dealing with cancer  

Service: Danny Peters in Peace Corps; Ethan Iverson in Marines        

Looking ahead... 
*11/5 ~ New Member Seminar at 6:00 pm 

*11/7 ~ Overview of the Bible (Old Testament) at 7:00 pm 

*11/12 ~ Butter Braid delivery 

*11/17 ~ New Member Sunday at both services; Baptismal Calling: veterans and military families 

*11/21 ~ Congregational Leadership Board meeting at 5:30 pm 

*11/23-11/24 ~ NE MN Synod Middle School Gathering at Cragun’s 

*11/24 ~ Thanksgiving Basket distribution between services 

*11/26 ~ Thanksgiving Ecumenical Service at 7:00 pm at BELC; bring a pie to share following service 

The 80s+ Lunch Bunch will meet at 
the Sawmill Inn on Tuesday,                   

October 29 at 11:45 am.  

Wednesday night meals are $5 and are served from 5:30 pm until the food is gone. October menu: 
10/2: scalloped potatoes and ham; 10/9: chicken lasagna; 10/23: taco bake; 10/30: hot dogs 

Young at Heart will meet on            
Friday, October 11 at               

12:00 pm at Northwind Grille. 
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Melanie Levig and             

Jonathon Serra 

Married on September 14 

C  R  E  A  T  I  O  N     C  A  R E 

O 

R 

N 

E 

R 

 

A report released in May 2019 by the Intergovern-
mental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and 
Ecosystem Services (IPBES) finds that human-
caused climate change is a direct driver of an 
impending loss of 1 million species in just a few 
decades. Nearly 150 authors from 50 nations 
worked for three years to compile the report, 
which states that the effects of overfishing, wide-
spread pesticide use and urban expansion point 
to a decline in the biodiversity that is the founda-
tion of our economies, livelihoods, food security, 
health and quality of life worldwide. The world’s 
population has doubled since 1950, while urban 
areas worldwide have doubled since 1992, re-
sulting in the altering of 75 percent of the land 
environment and well more than half the marine 
environment. URGE YOUR POLICY MAKERS to 
address the biodiversity crisis that threatens our 
well-being. 

Life Events 

Gwen Cheney and                

Tyler Hadrits 

Married on September 28 

Emilee Knop and                 

Logan Jones 

Married on September 21 



7 

 

October Worship Assistants 

10/6:  Sue Wiger     Karen and Steve Rosenow 
10/13: Dale and Jackie Spaulding   Bev Gotti  
10/20: Colleen and Kevin Goedker   Linda Schuster 
10/27: Jackie Stromback    the Unger family 

Greeters: 

Wednesday evening communion prep:  10/2: still needed; 10/16: still needed; 10/30: still needed;  

Wednesday evening: ushers:  10/2: still needed; 10/9: the Unger family; 10/16: still needed; 10/23: the Unger 
family; 10/30: the Unger family 

10/6: David and Dianne Heath   Janis and Jim Peterson 
10/13: Carolyn and Jim Cole   the Meyer family 
10/20: Deanna and Phil Jones   Carla and Scott Stall 
10/27: Greg Anderson, JoAnn Rehberger  the Meyer family 

Ushers: 

10/6: Kevin Goedker    Solvejg Seamon 
10/13: Kathleen Weisman    Kathleen Weisman 
10/20: Emma True    Linda Schuster 
10/27: Stacy Erdal    Solvejg Seamon 

Readers: 

10/6: Shelly Birchem    Bob and Kay Pederson 
10/20: Mary Farmer    Linda Schuster 
10/27: Judy Jourdan    Linda Schuster 

Communion 
preparation 

10/6: Sue Skinner; 3 more needed   4 more needed 
10/20: 3 more needed    Linda Schuster, 2 more needed 
10/27: 2 more needed    Jen and Joe Lindholm  

Communion 
servers 

10/6: Josh Klukas 
10/13: Kathleen Weisman  
10/20: still needed 
10/27: still needed 

Assisting                 

minister 

 October—Krystal DeChaine Flower Care 

10/6: Carolyn and Jim Cole 
10/13: still needed 
10/20: still needed 
10/27: Board of Education and Spiritual Formation 

Coffee server 

10/6: in memory of John Theien 
10/13: still needed 
10/20: still needed 
10/27: still needed 

Flowers: 

     8:20 am        10:30 am   
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Ellie Knold 
Jackie and Mike Burkey 
Marc Marshall 
Jill and Kevin O’Grady 
Tricia and Wayne Dosh 
Paul and Sue Bremer 
David and Luanne Hallgren 
Jean Krueger 
Chuck and Gwen Kienholz 
Brenda Jonak 
Dale and Jackie Spaulding 
Dave and Shelly Johnson 
 

Bernice E. Johnson  
Pam Finch 
Alan Hudalla 
Paul and Sarah Rhoda 
Phyllis Stall 
Joyce Wagner 
Jenny and Scott Pederson 
Jessica and Nate Macejkovic 
Gabe and Tracie Churchill 
Mike Finch 
Jennie and Phil Johnson 
Al and JoAnne Kampf 

Mollie Nelson 
Mary and Lannell Farmer 
Cheryl Johnson 
Don and Marci Nelson 
Corky and Lana LeDoux 
Darbie and Jeff Pulak 
Kim Spencer 
Mariann Enfield 
Kimm and Thor Thorson 
John and Ruth Unger 
Brandy and Sam Blum 
Amy Boelter 
John Mathews 

September, October, and November Service Groups  

Coordinators: 

Assistants: 

 

LeRoy and Linda Albertson—829-7605; llalbertson9@gmail.com 

Cathie and Nick Benson—270-2923; cbenson908@gmail.com  

Joyce and Kevin Brick—828-9605  Jerome and Marge Streich—828-7094 

Carolyn and Jim Cole—829-7712; cole59@q.com 
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$25 in memory of Evelyn O’Connor from Carolyn 
and Ray Frisch 

$10 in memory of Evelyn O’Connor from Marlys 
Ray 

$25 in memory of Nancie Paulson from Carolyn 
and Ray Frisch 

$10 in memory of Marcia Turcotte from Marlys 
Ray 

$100 in memory of Evelyn O’Connor and Nancie 
Paulson from Mary and Scott Parsons 

Kitchen Fund 
Thank you! 

Every penny counts! In the first 4 weeks of                           
September, $246.89 was raised for 
Food for the Poor, one of our 29 
community partners. Thank you for 
your generosity! 

Thank you SO much for all your hard work with “God’s 
Work. Our Hands.” fall cleaning. The staff and                    

residents are so grateful for                       
everything you did that day! It truly 
was God’s work… simply AMAZING! 

THANK YOU ALL!!! ~ the staff of             
Mid-MN Women’s Center 

Board of Education and                  
Spiritual Formation 
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October 2: ham/scalloped potatoes 
October 9: chicken lasagna 

October 23: taco bake 
October 30: hot dogs  

It’s not too 

late to 

start! 
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October Ministry of the Month:                                               

Thanksgiving Baskets  
The Thanksgiving Basket ministry team at Bethlehem will again be partnering with Bridges of Hope to 

provide baskets of food for a traditional Thanksgiving meal to families in the Brainerd Lakes Area.  Food 
costs range from $40 -  $60 depending on family size. Last year, almost half of the baskets we                          

assembled at Bethlehem went to families with 10 or more people.  Financial donations are needed so 
that the food can be purchased. Cub Foods is a generous partner in picking and delivering the foods to 

Bethlehem.  Please make your donations to "Thanksgiving Basket Ministry".    

On Sunday, November 24th, assembled boxes will be 
available for delivery to area families. Please consider 
a financial donation so that a family in need can enjoy 

a nice Thanksgiving meal.  Or give of your time by 
stopping by the Living Room between services on the 

24th and taking a basket to deliver. To personally        
deliver a basket is a ministry of its own for some.  With 
this in mind, we may need to limit how many baskets 
each person takes so that all who want to participate 
will be able to deliver at least one basket. Watch the 
yellow opportunity sheet in late October to sign up. 

It is our hope that all who are in need will receive a 
basket, even those requesting one at the last minute. 

Talk to any member of the Board of Service and            
Evangelism for more information. 

Board of Service and Evangelism long-term strategic imperatives approved in 4/18: 

• Enhance our partnership with the NE MN Synod of the ELCA to include the School of Lay Ministry 
(Missional Lay Leadership). 

• Enhance and deepen our current community partnerships. We will broaden our current nineteen 
partnerships to twenty-five by year-end 2020. 

• Boldly proclaim the good news of the kingdom of God through word and service.     
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We continue to update our contact information. If your birthday is missing or incorrect, 

please let the office know at 829-3330 or office@belcnet.net.  

Please remember these people in prayer 

on their birthdays.  

17~ Terry McFarlin, Tarin Skinner 

18~ Laura Bement, Rebecca Weigelt 

19~ Jackie Avenson, Amanda Berry, Tasha Ber-

ry, Tanya Johnston, Todd Person, Emily Wyman 

20~ John Rehberger 

21~ Tom Grimm, Robin Reabe 

23~ Rick Sweet 

24~ Patrick Almond, Greg Anderson, Mirinda 

Munsch 

25~ Derek Sweet 

26~ Cooper Hennessey, Tucker Hennessey,             

Michael Horton, Rob Larson, Jean Listul,                  

Nicholas Lundgren, Antje Olson, Pr. Mark                  

Skinner, Tim Thorson 

27~ Meghan Anderson, Michael Crocker, Phil 

Jones 

28~ Steve Park 

29~ Laura Kory 

31~ Nilanna Dosh 

1~ Hunter Hennessey, Alyssa Towle, Steve     

Verdon 

3~ Cylie Backstrom, Lily Erdal, Michael Finch 

4~ Dustin Johnson, Janell Rhoda, Dave Skogen 

5~ Bernice J. Johnson, Jenna Lee, Norma                

Matson 

6~Tricia Dosh, Sandy Janssen 

7~ David Heath 

8~ Britta Parsons, Casey Stengel 

9~ Jessica Laughton, Shawn Roberts 

10~ Pete Olson 

11~ Mary Farmer 

12~ Jenny Klukas, Tammy Praught, Derek Pulak 

13~ Dave Emery, Richard Munsch, Ben Stall 

14~ Rick Cole, Emily Ferrari, Brian Heitkotter, 

Jessi Louis 

15~ Neven Blum, Leslie Skone 

16~ Cora Hodgman, Kristine McDonald 
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Our Mission Statement 

We are called into compassionate community by 

the Holy Spirit through the confession of the 

Gospel of Jesus Christ to publicly confess the faith 

of the Triune God in, under, and with our daily 

callings in the community of God’s world. 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church 
418 8th Ave NE 
Brainerd, MN 56401 

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 

Get updates, share pictures and RSVP for 
events on our Facebook page...  
www.facebook.com/bethlehem.brainerd 

Tune in to your cable provider’s local        
access channel (try channel 8 or 181 in 
Brainerd) every Sunday at 2 pm to watch 
Bethlehem’s worship service. 

If you would rather receive this newsletter by email or would like to stop receiving it, please let us know. 

Please let the church office know if you will be stopping your mail service for an                  
extended period of time so we do not send you any publications. Thank you.  


