St. Vincent UCC Worship Service
Fourth Sunday in Lent — March 15, 2026
OGHS Special Mission Offering
Consistory Meeting Following Worship
Pastor — Rev. Susan Hanson
Church Musician — Deb Rick

Musical Interlude
Ringing of the Bell

Pastor’s Welcome

Prelude Music

* Call To Worship:

Pastor: Holy God, you have chosen us to be your people.

People: We come together to give you praise and thanks!

Pastor: You know our hearts and so we put our trust in you.

People: Accept the worship we offer and help us to see you more clearly, love you more dearly, and
follow you more nearly, this day and every day.

Pastor: Confident that God is with us, let us enter into this time of worship by affirming our faith together ...
* Affirmation of Faith:

We believe in the God of light and love. May God surround us and fill up our hearts to overflowing
with his holy light and love. We believe in God's Son, Jesus, the Christ. May his ways of
compassion and kindness guide our every thought and action so that we can become more like
him and be the change we wish to see in the world. We believe in the Holy Spirit. May the Spirit
empower us to fulfill this calling to the glory of God. Amen.

Now, let us sing together our first hymn.

* Hymn: # 224, “When | Survey the Wondrous Cross”

Let us Pause for a Time of Prayer
Call to Prayer:
Sometimes we are surprised at the choices God makes in the world — honoring and loving those that we
think are not worthy. This is only because we judge others by outward appearances, rather than by looking
into the heart of each person. We need God’s help to see ourselves and others as God sees each of us.
Let us then turn to God and ask for his help, using the words of our prayer printed in the bulletin.

Unison Prayer:

Holy One, we confess we often don’t notice things around us. Situations right in front of our eyes
demand our attention, but we don’t know what to do and we look the other way. Sometimes we
see, but we don’t understand. We need your help when we fail to notice - with our eyes, our ears,
our hearts — the wonderful value of all the people in our world. Forgive us, loving God, and open us
to see your vision for our lives. We pray in the name of Jesus. Amen.

Assurance:



As God loves us without condition, reservation, or hesitation, we ought to love ourselves and one another
in that same way. Let us receive this love as we sing about the peace God gives to us in the words of our
response ...

Sung Response: # 772, “Nothing Can Trouble” (Praise Book)

Nothing can trouble, nothing can frighten - those who seek God shall never go wanting. Nothing
can trouble, nothing can frighten - God alone fills us.

Scripture Reading: Liturgist: Jennifer Kluge

Liturgist: We now turn our hearts and minds to the reading of God’s Holy Scripture. Our lesson today
comes from the Gospel of John, chapter 9, verses 1-41, where we hear the story of a man born blind who
receives sight because of Jesus.

Let us pray: Holy One, bless us now with your healing spirit so that we might see you and your ways more clearly.
May all that we say and do help to fulfill your purpose in the world. We pray this in the name of Jesus. Amen.

Read Scripture Lesson (found on page 102 of the NT in Pew Bible)
Jesus was walking along one day when he saw a man who had been blind from birth. His disciples
asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?”

Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might
be revealed in him. We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day — for night is coming when no
one can work. As long as | am in the world, | am the light of the world.”

After he said this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on the
man’s eyes, saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). The man did as he was told —
he washed and came back able to see.

The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this not the man who
used to sit and beg?” Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, “No, but it is someone like him.” And he
kept assuring them, saying, “I am the man.”

But they kept asking him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” He answered, “The man called Jesus
made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.” Then | went and washed and
received my sight.”

They said to him, “Where is this man, Jesus?” He said, “| do not know.” So, they brought the man who
had been blind to the Pharisees and told them about how Jesus had made mud and opened his eyes and that it
was the sabbath day when that happened.

The Pharisees then questioned him as well about how he had received his sight. He said to them, “He
put mud on my eyes. Then | washed, and now | see.”

Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not observe the sabbath.” But others said,
“‘How can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?” And they were divided.

So, they said again to the blind man, “What do you say about him? It was your eyes he opened.” He
said, “He is a prophet.”

They refused to believe his story until they called the parents of the man and asked them, “Is this your
son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now see?”

His parents answered, “We know that this is our son, and that he was born blind; but we do not know
how it is that now he sees, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him yourselves — he is old enough to
speak for himself.”



His parents said this because they were afraid of the Pharisees, for they had already agreed that anyone
who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put out of the synagogue.

So, they turned back to the man and said, “Give the glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.”
He answered, “I do not know whether he is a sinner. One thing | do know, that though | was blind, now | see.”

They said to him, “Tell us again - what did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” He answered
them, “I have told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to
become his disciples?”

Then they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. We know that God
has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he comes from.”

The man answered, “Here is an astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes from, and yet he
opened my eyes. Look — we all know that God works through those who worship him and obey his will. Never
since the world began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. If this man were
not from God, he could do nothing.”

The Pharisees were angry at this and dismissed the man, saying, “You were born entirely in sins, and
are you trying to teach us?” And they threw him out.

Now, Jesus heard that they had driven out the man born blind, so he looked for him. When he found him, he
said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” He answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that | may believe in
him.”

Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and the one speaking with you is he.” He said, “Lord, | believe.”
And he worshiped him.

Jesus then said, “I came into the world to bring everything into the light of day, making all the distinctions
clear, so that those who have never seen will see, and those who have made a great pretense of seeing will be
exposed as blind.” Some Pharisees overheard him and said, “Does that mean you’re calling us blind?”

Jesus said, “If you were really blind, you would be blameless, but since you claim to see everything so
well, you’re accountable for your every fault and failure.”

Liturgist: Here ends the reading of God’s Holy Scripture. May God bless us with understanding and may
we show our understanding in the way we live our lives. Amen.

Now, let’s sing our hymn, # 451, “Be Now My Vision*
Hymn: # 451, “Be Now My Vision”

Message: “Oh, Now | See!”
Sung Response: # 2086, “Open Our Eyes”

Open our eyes, Lord — we want to see Jesus. To reach out and touch him - and to say that we love
him. Open our ears, Lord — and help us to listen. Open our eyes, Lord — we want to see Jesus.

Pastoral Prayer and Lord’s Prayer

Focus on One Great Hour of Sharing Special Mission

“May your blessings outnumber the shamrocks that grow, and God be with you wherever you go.”
Offering Invitation: As we prepare ourselves to give of our gifts during this morning’s offering, let us be
mindful of how God calls us to share all that we have and all that we are with those around us. Let us

pledge ourselves to give everything that we can because it is in the act of giving that we are truly blessed
and, through us, others receive the light and the love of God.



Offertory
* Response: # 780 Doxology

Praise God from whom all blessing flow. Praise God, all creatures here below. Praise God above,
you heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

* Prayer of Dedication: On this day when we present to you our gifts for One Great Hour of
Sharing, we ask you to bless them with your power so that they may multiply and bring help to
those for whom they are given and through them, your will be done here on earth as it is in heaven.
We pray this in the name of Jesus. Amen.

* Hymn: # 189, “Down at the Cross”

* Benediction: May God so bless us that we see his light and love all around us — in the face of every
person we encounter, during every situation we experience, in the words and actions we share with the
world. Let us go forth into the world in which God has called us and spread his word and his light and his
love - and may we do so to his glory. Amen.

* Response: # 78, “Part in Peace” (verse 3)

Part in peace! Our voices raising — in God’s presence always be. This the worship and the
praising — bringing peace to you and me.

* Postlude Music



