St. Vincent UCC Worship Service
Baptism of Christ Sunday — January 11, 2026
Pastor — Rev. Susan Hanson
Church Musician — Deb Rick

Musical Interlude
Ringing of the Bell
Pastor’s Welcome

Prelude Music

* Call To Worship:

Pastor: People of God, rejoice! God has come to us in Jesus the Christ, to reconcile our hearts and make
us new once again.

People: We are here - and God is in our midst - as we worship the One he sent to help set us free
from the past and begin our lives anew.

Pastor: In gratitude, let us join our voices in saying our Affirmation of Faith.

* Affirmation:

We believe in a God who makes love our sole purpose in life. God created all life and declared it
“good” - and as part of that creation God has declared that we are good as well. So, then, “being
loving” and “doing good” are the way we are called and empowered to live. May we be a beacon of
God's love to all those we encounter. May we bring goodness into every situation of life. May we
have confidence that the good we do today will matter for now and for the future of our world. In
the name of our Holy God, may we always act as his heart and hands and voices to bring more of
God's love and goodness into this world through all that we say and do. May it be so forever.
Amen.

Now, let us sing together our first hymn.
* Hymn: # 43, “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” (black hymnal)
Let us Pause for a Time of Prayer

Call to Prayer: If we want to hear what God has to say to us, the best way to make that happen is to pray
- pray until the Spirit rests lightly upon our hearts and minds — and then, just listen. Let us turn to God and
pray about that ...

Unison Prayer: Holy God, help us to pause and be still and listen for your voice inside of us. We
want to be like Jesus and follow his way of love. But, it's not always easy and we need your help.
Speak to us and inspire us to be all that you hope and dream for us. Help us to be brave and strong
and ready to serve you at all times. (be still and listen)

Assurance: Hear this good news, followers of Jesus — God loves us and frees us to live by the Spirit.
From this moment and until forever, we are God’s children, empowered by God to become all that he
hopes and dreams for us. Praise be to God. Amen. Now, let's sing our response ...

Sung Response: # 2025, “As the Deer” (Praise Book)



As the deer pants for the water, so my soul longs after you. You alone are my heart’s desire and |
long to worship you. You alone are my strength, my shield - to you alone may my spirit yield. You
alone are my heart’s desire and | long to worship you.

Scripture Reading: Liturgist: Todd Sutter

Liturgist: We now turn our hearts and minds to the reading of God’s Holy Scripture. Our reading today
comes from the Gospel according to Matthew, chapter 3, verses 13-17 where we hear what happened
when Jesus met John at the River Jordan.

Let us pray: Gracious God, you empower us to move from the ways of death to the ways of new life
through your love and inspiration. Help us now to hear your message in the midst of Holy Scripture. We
pray for understanding in the name of Jesus. Amen.

Read Matthew 3: 13-17 (found on page 3 of the NT in the Pew Bible)

One day Jesus came from Galilee to John at the River Jordan, to be baptized by him. John tried to prevent
him from doing so, saying, “l need to be baptized by you, and yet, here you have come to me.” But Jesus
answered him, “Let it be so now; for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all righteousness.” So, they
agreed.

John baptized Jesus — and just as he came up from the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him
and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on him. And a voice from heaven said,
“This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom | am well pleased.”

Liturgist: Here ends the reading of God’s Holy Scripture. May God bless us with understanding and may
we show our understanding in the way we live our lives. Amen. Now, let’s sing our response -

Hymn: “Here | Am, Lord” (see insert)

Message: “With God, There Are Possibilities Unfolding”
Sung Response: # 2071, “Jesus, Name Above All Names”

Jesus, name above all names - beautiful Savior, glorious Lord. Emmanuel, God is with us - blessed
Redeemer, living Word.

Pastoral Prayer and Lord’s Prayer

Baptismal Blessing:

Holy God, as we remember the baptism of our Savior, we once again give thanks to you for the gifts
he brought into our lives of hope and peace and joy and love and the light of heaven to guide us in all
things at the time of his birth — gifts that were bestowed upon us more fully in the midst of our own
baptism, and made available to us throughout all our lives as your children, Christ’s disciples, and
members of your church.

Let us not take these gifts for granted but let them shine through us in all that we say and do, so that
we might live to fulfill all your hopes and dreams for us and your church. Make this day and all our
days a celebration of your holy spirit among us. We place ourselves in your tender care for all the
days of our lives and ask you to send us forth as your disciples, abounding in the hope of new life
and proclaiming good news to all. We pray all this in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.
Amen.



Offering Invitation: All good things come from God. With thankful hearts, we are given the opportunity to
return a portion of what we have received to God’s use. For the love of our Savior, Jesus Christ, let us now
present our morning offering.

Offertory / * Response: # 551 “Old Hundredth”

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; Praise God above,
ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

* Prayer of Dedication: Gracious God, accept these gifts as symbols of our love for you and your
people. We dedicate them to your use and to your glory in the name of Jesus. Amen.

* Hymn: # 82, “Go My Children” (black hymnal)

* Pastor’s Benediction

* Response: # 81, “God Be With You” (verse 1 & refrain)

God be with you till we meet again. By good counsel guide uphold you. With a shepherd’s care
enfold you. God be with you till we meet again. Till we meet, till we meet, till we meet at Jesus’

feet. Till we meet, till we meet — God be with you till we meet again.

* Postlude Music



