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https://www.familysearch.org/search/record/results?q.anyPlace=Torysky%2C%20slovakia&q.surname=kolodzey
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33S7-9R79-K7V?i=335&cc=1554443&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AKZR1-2RD
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33SQ-GR79-VG5?i=353&cc=1554443&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AKZR1-8PY
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:KZR1-G61
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:KZR1-Z2Y
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:KZR1-2ZP
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33S7-9R79-VMK?i=553&cc=1554443&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AKZR1-5KC
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33S7-9R79-VMH?i=582&cc=1554443&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AKZR1-FJ7
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33SQ-GR79-J6W?i=604&cc=1554443&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AKZR1-TSQ
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60145/images/MM9.3.1_2FTH-1961-29383-12063-26?ssrc=&backlabel=Return&pId=1927
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33SQ-GR79-JJT?i=594&cc=1554443
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33S7-9R79-K7V?i=335&cc=1554443&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AKZR1-2RD
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33S7-9R79-VMK?i=553&cc=1554443&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AKZR1-5KC
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33S7-L16Y-ZXN?i=753&cc=1368704&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AJFGY-P6D
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33S7-L16Y-ZXN?i=753&cc=1368704&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AJFGY-P6D
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33S7-9R79-K7V?i=335&cc=1554443&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AKZR1-2RD
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:KZR1-SKP
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33S7-9R79-26N?i=87&cc=1554443&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AKZR1-49Y
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33SQ-GR79-2S3?i=94&cc=1554443&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AKZR1-SGD
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33SQ-GR79-2SD?i=119&cc=1554443&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AKZR1-QWZ
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:KZR1-CG6
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:KZR1-JD2
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:KZR1-DYC

[ Coming to America: Georgius of Torysky’s Story

sometime before 1920. The elder John remarried, while the younger John moved out to Arizona and his sister Maria lived in the

j I Maria Kolodzey married John Cherpak, and they had two children: Maria (in 1913) and John (in 1915). Tragically died

D fP lvania.
Joanes nna Vaszecsko Georgius’ dad, Joannes Kolodzey (Kolodzej is used interchangeably) was born in 1835. T e
¥ N We know this because on the 1869 Slovakia Census in Torysky, Joannes listed his
blrthyear G RS baP“S“_lw " s B (m)Mary’s Grandfather — Joannes Kolodzey
g = TR C,g“/m = }”}(ﬂ/@;% = T o g A M'“ : Na{m W” (»)Mary’s Grandmother — Anna Vaszecesko
¢ 24 Feb 1867 - 9 = . : Al it i ) .
Torysky rc}mr &M 2l q’?/(% 0 {4{,,,.% g/km.f i /‘ .:S{p,;r' };. (13)Mary’s Dad — Georgius Kolodzey
Sreb a0 n it e ¢ il Calh. b6k (7)Mary’s brother — Janos Kolodzey
Torysk Torysk ’ H
- — Joannes Kolodzey married Anna Vaszecsko and had seven children, the first in 1865. D Mary’s sister — Anna Kolodzey
v Unfortunately, at least 4 died at a young age. Their second child, Georgius, lived a full
[ Georgius ]?Aaria PetriszkoJ life and eventually emigrated to the United States.
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In 1869, Slovakia held a census, and families throughout the country answered questions about the people living in their homes. The

clip below is from the census in Torysky and it shows Joannes (or Janos) and his wife Anna Vaszecsko with two children, Gyorgy at

age 2, and little baby Janos (who tragically died soon after)
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By 1894, Georgius was 27 and had married Maria Petriscko — they had a daughter named Maria. Maria would live a full life and
would also emigrate the US. Unfortunately, Maria Kolodzej may have been the only child of Geogius to make it to adulthood.
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The Cserpak family was very close to the Kolodzejs, as each Georgius and Maria’s children had a “Cserpak” as their godparent.
This might be the reason that Mary Kolodzej later married a Cserpak named John. John Cserpak (or Cherpak) listed his place of
birth on official documents as “Toriska”, a spelling variation of Torysky. The changing of names of the towns in old Slovakia was
rather common, as Ottomans, Magyars, Hungarians, and later Czech, influences shaped how the towns names were spelled.

When Gyorgy Kolodzey entered into the US on his way to visit Janos Petriski in Connelsville, PA, he listed Janos Petrisko (his

father- or brother-in-law) as his sponsor in America.

On 31 DEC 1904, Maria’s dad, Georglus (or Gyorgy) age 38, arnved in New York Clty from Torysky, Slovakia. This is who he listed as his sponsor...it is his wife’s last name
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https://www.familysearch.org/search/record/results?q.anyPlace=Torysky%2C%20slovakia&q.surname=kolodzey
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60145/images/MM9.3.1_2FTH-1961-29383-12063-26?ssrc=&backlabel=Return&pId=1927
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33SQ-GR79-JJT?i=594&cc=1554443
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33S7-9R79-K7V?i=335&cc=1554443&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AKZR1-2RD
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33S7-81X9-ZXB?i=292&cc=1368704&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AJNSK-B2Q
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33S7-9R79-VMK?i=553&cc=1554443&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AKZR1-5KC
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33S7-L16Y-ZXN?i=753&cc=1368704&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AJFGY-P6D
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