From the Pastor
In the month of May we will be studying “The Four Fragile
Freedoms of The Baptist Tradition” on Wednesday nights.
The members and attenders of Victoria Baptist come from
diverse faith backgrounds. Some are Baptist, some come
from other denominations or from different religious
traditions, and some have no specific faith background at
all. We come together to worship and learn, to share life and
pray for one another. I hope that ALL will feel welcome no
matter their past experiences!
This church’s history and polity (how the church is organized and makes
decisions) is rooted in the Baptist tradition. But what does that mean?
Unlike many Christian denominations, Baptists are not unified through a central
governing authority. Baptists do not have an equivalent to the Pope. What we
have are four freedoms that we piece together to create our distinctively Baptist
identity.
Bible Freedom

The Bible is foundational to us as individuals and as a congregation. Every
Christian has the freedom and right to interpret and apply Scripture under the
leadership of the Holy Spirit. The wisdom and counsel of the larger congregation
should nurture individual believers as they seek to interpret and apply Scripture.
Soul Freedom
We are each accountable to God individually without the imposition of creed or
the control of clergy or government. This personal experience with God is
indispensable to the Christian life and necessary for a vital church. This is
sometimes described as the "priesthood of all believers."
Church Freedom
Baptist churches are free, under the Lordship of Christ, to determine their
membership, leadership, doctrine and practice. This is sometimes known as
"autonomy of the local church." Individual churches should work together to
achieve goals that one church by itself could not reach.
Religious Freedom
Everyone should be able to worship (or not) as they feel led without unnecessary
interference by the government. Just as religious freedom involves the freedom
to practice religion, it also includes the freedom not to practice religion. If you can't
say "no," your "yes" is meaningless. The separation of church and state affords
an important constitutional protection of religious freedom for all.
I hope that you will be able to join us for this time of study and discussion as we
journey together on this pilgrimage of discovery that I pray will bring better
understanding of what we believe and how we express those beliefs!
Pastor Tim
In preparation for this study, you may like to purchase a copy of Walter Shurden’s
“Four Fragile Freedoms”, but it isn’t required to participate. Walter B. Shurden,
The Baptist Identity: Four Fragile Freedoms (Macon, GA: Smyth & Helwys
Publishing, Inc.), 1993.
*Our Bible study will begin on May 1 at 6:15 p.m. in the Adult Assembly Room.

Mother's Day
Our women will be recognized on May 12 during the
worship service. The business meeting will be moved to the
third Sunday, May 19th.

A Mother's Love
There’s no love like a mother’s,
Her heart is filled with care.
With Christ as her example,
Her Savior’s love she’ll share.
A mother’s love is endless,
Not changing for all time.
When needed by her children,
A mother’s love will shine.
God bless these special mothers,
God bless them every one.
For all their tears and heartaches,
And special work they’ve done.
When days on earth are over,
A mother’s love lives on,
Through many generations,
God’s blessings on each one.
Be thankful for our mothers,
Who love with higher love,
From power God has given,
And strength from up above.

Graduation Sunday
Graduation Sunday is scheduled for May 19th, so mark
that date your on calendars!

Revelation in 5 Bites
During the last 9 months, Jane Woolard has led
the weekly interdenominational (ladies)
Community Bible Study group through an intensive
study of the book of Revelation. Some have
expressed an interest in having Jane also lead a
study of Revelation here at VBC. For 5 Sundays,
beginning Apr. 28 through May 26, she has agreed to share an overview of the

book by condensing her research into 5 lectures: "Revelation in 5 Bites." This will
take place in the adult assembly room downstairs, beginning at 10:00 am and
adjourning at 10:45 am. Several Sunday School classes will be joining together
for this opportunity. However, participation is not limited to Sunday School
members; everyone is welcome to attend.

Association Missions Week
The Southside Baptist Association Mission Emphasis Week is May 19-27th.
Offering envelopes will be available on May 19th. The offerings will be divided
equally with the DDM Home in Farmville and the BCM debt retirement for their
building at Longwood University. During this week, we are encouraging everyone
to take time to reflect daily on what we can do as individuals, the local church and
the Southside Baptist Association through Worship, Evangelism, Prayer,
Discipleship, Ministry, Fellowship and Missions.

Mission Team Luncheon Fundraiser
There will be a luncheon fundraiser after church on May 19, 2019 to support the
summer mission team going to Lynchburg and surrounding areas. Takeout will be
available. Stay tuned for more information!

Summer Intern
We have invited Kira Iannetta to be our summer intern.
Kira is a 20-year old Sophomore at Virginia Tech. She
was adopted from China as an infant and was raised in
a Christian home. She has a sister, Madison, who was also adopted from China.
Kira was raised in Smithfield, VA and is an active member of Smithfield Baptist
Church where Dr. Lipp served as an Associate Pastor. She has served in
Children and Youth Ministries at the church helping teach classes at VBS,
participating in mission trips and summer camps as well as weekly Bible Studies
and helping lead Children’s Church on Sundays. Kira is also active at Baptist
Collegiate Ministry at Virginia Tech. She has worked numerous jobs including
working at the Skating Rink in Smithfield and works on campus at VT. Kira enjoys
going to the beach, skateboarding and spending time with her friends and family.
We look forward to having her with us!

Summer Concert

On Friday, June 14 @ 7:00 pm, Lunenburg County
Community Concerts and host site Victoria Baptist Church
will present an evening of solos and duets from two
exceptionally talented friends: Sue Wilkinson Palmer &
Theresa Peterson-Way. Sue, an accomplished pianist and
vocalist, is well known in this area. She is currently serving as a music therapist
at Piedmont Geriatric Hospital. Theresa has been a professional singer for 30
plus years, singing with the Navy Band, and the dance/show bands The Admirals
and Express. She has a new single (co-written by Theresa), "The Way That You
Love Me," that was produced for cancercanrock.org. The song and an interview
with Theresa can be heard on YouTube (search under Theresa Peterson).

Save the Date
Vacation Bible School is currently scheduled for July
28 through August 1. Mark your calendars!

Romanian Pastor Visit
Dr. Lipp's friends Ion and Marinela Damian from Arad,
Romania, will be visiting Victoria August 7-12, 2019.
Pastor Ion will be sharing during the 11:00 a.m. worship
service on August 11th. Let's make our guests feel
welcome as they come to share how God is impacting
lives in their country!
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