
From the Pastor
Peace be with you!

We often hear that Christmas is stressful for some,
lonely for others and a spending mania for most. It
doesn't have to be. Christmas is also a time when we
look beyond ourselves and know that deep down, we
want only the best for those closest to us and for all
who are in need in our world. It is a time to hear again
the familiar story of the birth 
of Jesus Christ. A time when we long for peace on earth and goodwill toward all people.

But Christmas is more than simply the celebration of the birth of a baby. The story takes us beyond
the glitter and the garland and the lights to something much deeper.

Most of us experience a sense of awe and wonder when we stand at the foot of a crib and gaze on
a newly born baby. When we see the manger scenes in the centers of our towns, we are once
again moved by the memory of that experience. And as we feel it, we are invited to look beyond the
baby, to catch a glimpse of God whose gift is hope; the hope of peace and goodwill, of beauty and
love. We are invited to look beyond what we see, however bleak it might seem, to discover signs of
goodness and beauty, of hope, and of joy wherever people are trying to do their best.

The Christmas story tells us about people trying to do their best in a pretty bleak situation--a couple
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forced to go to another town for a census, a man doing his best for the woman to whom he was
engaged and who was very pregnant, but not by him--and an inn keeper trying to do his best for the
couple when every room in town was filled to capacity. And, in this very human drama, the birth of a
baby.

Then there is the astonishing invitation to the shepherds, an invitation to all of us, to go and see in
the new-born child - the message of hope for all the earth - to see love and joy and goodness and
beauty, the signs of God's presence on earth and the gift of hope for peace and goodwill for all
people.

At times it is hard not to feel distressed when our best does not seem good enough: when things go
wrong with our relationships despite our best intentions; when tragedy hits families or communities
both near and far; when so much of our news is about violence, and about abusing others, and our
environment.

Christmas is a time for looking beyond these hurts to see goodness and beauty in those around us;
to look at tragedy and see the stories of kindness and compassion that carry with them the hope of
life beyond the darkness; to look at the violence and see the efforts made to change these patterns
and see in them signals of hope for a safer world; to look at our environment and see the beauty
that is there and to hear the call for sound alternatives as signals of hope for our planet.

When we accept the invitation to look beyond the surface, we become open to signals of hope for
ourselves, our families and our world. This is part of God's gift that is celebrated at Christmas, but
which does not stop there. God invites us to look beyond.

We must not let Christmas just be a passing day. Live in the spirit of Christmas each day. Reflect
upon how to better treasure this gift each day by making prayer a critical part of your day, by
continuing to read Scripture and the teachings of our Church, by having a stronger devotion to
worship, by regularly making a self-examination of conscience, and looking out for those entrusted
to our care and for those in need. May such reflection of the gift of Christmas, move us by God’s
grace to an even more intimate relationship with our Lord this coming year. May our souls be like
the stable in Bethlehem where Christ first made His dwelling among us.

Lastly, as your pastor, I treasure the gift of you and the dedication, sacrifices, and hard work you
have shown to make this congregation a fount of Christ’s love. I wish each of you a blessed and
joyous Christmas! Please be assured of my prayers for your good health, and for God’s abundant
peace, joy, and love to be present in your lives each day of the New Year.

May God bless you in all things, Pastor Tim

Advent Worship Schedule
Regular worship schedule for Sundays November 29; December 6, 13, 20 
11:00 am Worship Service (Sanctuary & Facebook Live)

Hanging of the Greens Worship Service, Sunday, November 29 
11:00 am Sanctuary

Children’s Christmas Program Sunday December 20 
10:30 am Sanctuary

Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship Service 
5:00 pm Sanctuary



Last Sunday of Year Sunday, December 27 
11:00 am Worship Service (Sanctuary & Facebook Live)

VBC Preschool
The Victoria Baptist Church Nursery School students
celebrated Veterans Day by enjoying a visit from local
veterans. They learned a lot about who veterans are and how
they serve our country.

2020 Week of Prayer and Lottie Moon
Christmas Offering
This week, from Sunday, November 29th through Sunday,
December 6th, we will be having a week of prayer as we
prepare our hearts to give towards the Lottie Moon Christmas
Offering, which will be on Sunday, December 6th.

Envelopes and prayer guides are available in the foyer. Please give as you are able.

Salvation Army Toy Drive
As always, the Women on Mission are collecting toys and gifts for
the local Salvation Army for children through age 12. The collection
will go through the middle of December. Items may be new or
gently used. A collection box is located outside of the pastor's
office.

Operation Christmas Child 2020
Our goal was to pack 100 boxes this year. 113 Operation Christmas
Child boxes from Victoria Baptist Church were dropped off at
Ashcamp Baptist Church last week. Thank you to everyone who



donated items and money throughout the year for this mission
project which enabled us to exceed our goal.

Tithes and Offerings
As we strive to maintain the ministry of our church, we hope and
pray you will continue to tithe during this time.

For online bill pay or mail in offerings (please no cash), send to:

P.O. Box 911 
Victoria, VA 23974

We have added online giving and text giving for your convenience. There is no charge to the church
or you to use it through the rest of this calendar year. To give you have three options now:

1. During
Sunday
Service
@
11am

2. Click
here
to
give

3. Text
GiveVBC
to
73256

We appreciate your faithful support to Victoria Baptist Church as we weather these difficult days.

OUR GIFTS TO GOD FOR 11/22/2020

REGULAR OFFERING (weekly goal $3,594.42) $2,750.00

BUILDING FUND $10.00

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD $200.00

ONLINE GIVING $100.00

TOTAL $3,060.00

Remember our Shut-Ins During this

https://onrealm.org/VictoriaBaptist/give/now


Difficult Time:
Help us spread some cheer and write a letter, send a card or give a
call to our shut-ins! This is a good at home project for families with
children to make cards and mail them to our nursing homes. Phone
calls are another good way for them to hear your voice and be
comforted during this time of isolation. No visitors please as we

observe social distancing and respect the rules of nursing and care facilities.

Below are VBC shut-ins needing some love:

 

©2020 Victoria Baptist Church | 1423 8th Street, Victoria, Virginia 23974, United States

Like  

http://facebook.com/313664434476
https://gem.godaddy.com/p/e18f811?pact=0-0-0-864282bb90492c26bd775b6a23655313fd13d23d&facebook_like=true


Web Version   Preferences   Forward   Unsubscribe  

  

https://gem.godaddy.com/p/e18f811?pact=0-0-0-864282bb90492c26bd775b6a23655313fd13d23d
https://gem.godaddy.com/subscription/edit?pact=0-0-0-864282bb90492c26bd775b6a23655313fd13d23d&amx=0
https://gem.godaddy.com/forward/0-0-0-864282bb90492c26bd775b6a23655313fd13d23d?pact=0-0-0-864282bb90492c26bd775b6a23655313fd13d23d&amx=0
https://gem.godaddy.com/opt_out?pact=0-0-0-864282bb90492c26bd775b6a23655313fd13d23d&amx=0
https://gem.godaddy.com/?

	From the Pastor
	Advent Worship Schedule
	VBC Preschool
	2020 Week of Prayer and Lottie Moon Christmas Offering
	Salvation Army Toy Drive
	Operation Christmas Child 2020
	Tithes and Offerings
	Remember our Shut-Ins During this Difficult Time:

