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Recycling Report 
Amherst Township recycled the following quantities in the 

2nd quarter of 2025 through curbside pickup. 

Newspaper 0.00  #1 PET 6.79 

Cardboard 31.21  #2 HDPE Natural 1.36 

Mixed Paper 47.50  # HDPE Color 1.36 

Steel Cans 2.71  #3 - #7 Plastic Mixed 0.00 

Alum. Cans 2.71  Residuals 23.07 

Mixed Glass 19.00  Total 135.70 

* Above quantities are all listed in tons. 

• 4.74 tons of scrap metal through the dumpster program. 

For questions concerning the “Curbside Recycling 

Program”, contact RUMPKE at 1-800-828-8171. 

“2025” Dumpster Days 
Amherst Township has set the following dates for 

“Dumpster Days” in 2025. 

October 2, 3, 4 

Hours are from 7:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 

Please note:  NO FREON or PROPANE TANKS! 

*NO TIRES or HAZARDOUS WASTE! 

*Take these items to LC Collection Center & Tire Sites! 
   For a list of their acceptable and prohibited items visit: 

www.loraincountyohio.gov 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

•Trustee Meetings are viewable online on the “Meetings” 

page of the Township website or through the “Amherst 

Township” channel on YouTube. 

Township Hall & Garage 988-5894 

Fax........................................................ 988-5877 

Fiscal Officer ........................................ Ext. 104 
Email:  amhersttwpfo@gmail.com 

Road Superintendent (garage) ............... Ext. 111 
Email:  amhersttwproads@gmail.com 

Zoning Inspector ................................... Ext. 103 

Ryan Valentin, Zoning Inspector 
Email:  amhersttwpzoning@gmail.com 

  *NEW* Office Hours: 
Mon. Tue. Wed. – 9:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 

Other hours available by appointment only 

Trustees 

Dennis Abraham ..........................(cell) 213-6775 
(Cemetery, Park, Water, Buildings/Land, NBHD Watch, 

  Enterprise Zones, County Health Rep.) 

Neil Lynch ........................................... 988-7681 
(Ambulance, Roads, Ditches, Sewer, Fire, Equipment, 

  Personnel, LORCO, Facility Security, Senior Services, 

  Phase II Storm Water/ Environmental Strategy, 

  NIMS Primary Contact, L.C. Comm. Alliance Rep., 

  Lorain County Joint Police District Rep.) 

David C. Urig ....................................... 385-0333 
(Lighting, Solid Waste, Zoning,) 

Fiscal Officer 
Chris Kish ....................................(cell) 213-0659 

Road Superintendent 
Kevin Smarsh ....................... (work cell) 370-5242 

Twp Administrator/Senior Service Office 
Lynda Ashley ........................................ Ext. 101 

Email:  amhersttwp@gmail.com 

Office Hours:  Mon thru Fri – 8am to 12 Noon 

Fire Prevention Officer 
Chris Niehart ................................(cell) 597-0005 

Email:  amhersttwpfire@gmail.com 

LifeCare Ambulance, Inc. 
Kim Mason or Michelle Skinner.......... 323-6111 

Sheriff’s Department ................... 329-3710 

Ohio Edison (1-888-LIGHTTS) 

Automated Outage Reporting Line ..... 1-888-544-4877 

TRUSTEE MEETINGS: 

2nd & 4th Tuesdays of each month at 7:00 p.m. 

Drop-Off Hours for Yard Waste!! 
Christmas Trees, brush, limbs, grass clippings, and 
leaves may be brought to the Amherst Township 
property located on the EAST side of Oberlin Road 
(directly across from the Township Garage which is 

located at 7530 Oberlin Road) at the following times: 

- 8:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. Mon – Fri 

- 8:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. Saturday 

- 8:00 a.m. – 8:00 p.m. 2nd & 4th Tuesdays 

• Amherst Township Residents only 

• I.D. may be checked 

• No Commercial 

• No Plastic Bags – place bags in 55 gal 

drum 

Yard Waste Pile is located at the far back of the 

property on the east side of Oberlin Road. 

Drop-Off Hours for Yard Waste!! 
Brush, limbs (6” max dia.), grass clippings, and 

leaves may be brought to the Amherst Township 

property located on the EAST side of Oberlin Road 
(directly across from the Township Garage which is 

located at 7530 Oberlin Road) at the following times: 

- 8:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. Mon – Fri 

- 8:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. Saturday 

- 8:00 a.m. – 8:00 p.m. 2nd & 4th Tuesdays 

• Amherst Township Residents only 

• I.D. may be checked 

• No Commercial 

• No Tree Stumps 

• No Plastic Bags – place bags in 55 gal drum 

Yard Waste Pile is located at the far back of the 

property on the east side of Oberlin Road. 

http://www.loraincountyohio.gov/
mailto:amhersttwpfo@gmail.com
mailto:amhersttwproads@gmail.com
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mailto:amhersttwpfire@gmail.com


 

FUNDING ROAD MAINTENANCE 
What percent of property tax goes toward 

road replacement/repair? 
Depending upon where you live in Amherst 

Township, between 9% and 10% of your property 

taxes are for township services.  Most of your 

property taxes fund our local schools and Lorain 

County services.  Of the $981,260 the township 

received in 2025 property taxes, 51% will be spent on 

road maintenance.  Total “Road and Bridge” property 

taxes from all Amherst Township Taxing Districts, 

both commercial and residential, amount to $502,488.  

Bridge maintenance is limited to surface repair, guard 

rails, striping, signage, and winter maintenance, as the 

County Engineer is responsible for inspection and 

replacement of the supporting structure.  The property 

taxes received for “Road and Bridge” maintenance 

are not the only source of funding.  Amherst 

Township expects to receive approximately $8,200 in 

Motor Vehicle License (MVL) fees and $164,000 in 

Gasoline Tax (GT).  100% of the MVL fees and GT 

are expended on Road and Bridge maintenance in 

addition to the Road/Bridge Property Tax. 

Every year, Amherst Township applies for Ohio 

Public Works Commission (OPWC) grants and 

loans.  These funds are awarded on a competitive 

basis, so there is no guarantee that the township will 

be awarded funding.  Amherst Township was 

fortunate to be awarded grant funds in 2024 to replace 

concrete roadway on Moss Canyon at a cost of 

$104,2945 and to resurface Middle Ridge from the 

Brownhelm Township boundary to Quarry Road at a 

cost of $139,237.  The township was also successful 

in obtaining grant funds from the OPWC and Lorain 

County Storm Water District to replace a catch basin 

and concrete slabs on Rustic Hill in 2025 at a cost of 

$40,520.  We have applied for OPWC funds again in 

2025 for repairs on Deepwood Lane to be completed 

in 2026, but do not know at this time if our application 

will be funded.  Our 2025 OPWC funding request is 

predominantly a 20-year, 0% loan application, which 

means the township must repay the funds. 

What Road Repair Grant/Loan Funding 

Sources are Available to the Township? 
Two available sources are the OPWC and the Lorain 

County Storm Water District.  Subdivision roads are 

prioritized for replacement & resurfacing based upon 

road, safety, traffic, and drainage conditions.  The 

township will continue to apply for grant funding, but 

the current scoring methodology of the available 

grants makes it difficult to receive an award for 

subdivision streets. 

2025 Property Tax Actually Received 

Fund Amt Proportion 

General, 1.0 Inside Mill $217,908.12   22.21% 

Road& Bridge, 
      2.0 Inside, 1.0 Outside Mill 

$502,487.93   51.21% 

Fire & EMS, 1.8 Outside Mill $191,365.39   19.50% 

Ambulance, 0.5 Outside $  69,499.24     7.08% 

Total $981,260.68 100.00% 

For more information about the maintenance of 

township roads, see the article “Township Road 

Responsibility & Cost” found in the Summer 2024 

edition of this newsletter.  All past newsletters can be 

viewed on the township’s website. 

 

 

Year No. Project Amount Term

Annual

Payment

Payment

YTD Balance

Payoff

Year

2009 CI35L Hidden Valley Concrete Repairs 93,087.80$    20 4,654.38$    72,142.89$    20,944.91$    2029

2009 CI10M Hidden Valley Concrete Repairs 146,539.83$ 20 7,327.00$    113,568.50$ 32,971.33$    2029

2010 CI31N Hidden Valley Concrete Repairs $177,348.67 20 8,867.44$    128,577.88$ 48,770.79$    2030

2012 CI19O Hidden Valley Concrete Repairs 306,398.00$ 20 15,319.90$ 191,498.75$ 114,899.25$ 2032

2017 CI49U Hidden Valley Concrete Repairs 12,000.00$    12 1,000.00$    7,500.00$      4,500.00$      2029

2018 CI43V Rice Road, TR-104 Resurfacing 6,921.39$      10 692.14$       4,498.91$      2,422.48$      2028

2018 CI30T Oberlin Road Resurfacing $7,064 12 588.66$       3,826.29$      3,237.71$      2030

2019 CI23W Hidden Valley Concrete Replacement 10,000.00$    25 400.00$       2,200.00$      7,800.00$      2044

2019 CI37V Hidden Valley Concrete Replacement 10,000.00$    25 400.00$       2,200.00$      7,800.00$      2044

2022 CI16Z S. Dewey Road, Park to N. Ridge 12,016.95$    12 1,001.40$    2,002.80$      10,014.15$    2035

2024 CI02AB Middle Ridge TR-32 Resurfacing 10,057.65$    12 838.14$       419.04$         9,638.61$      2036

Totals 791,434.29$ 41,089.06$ 528,435.06$ 262,999.23$ 

OPWC Loans at 0% Interest



 

OPWC Grant Funding 
The 2025 Amherst Township Road project was 

awarded to Sandstone Excavating at a total cost of 

$40,520.  The estimated cost of this project was 

$52,340.  There were seven bids received ranging 

from $40,520 to $51, 917.50.  This project includes 

replacement of a 14’ wide by 170’ long section of 

Rustic Hill, located from the west side intersection of 

Rosedale to 209 Rustic Hill, and a catch basin.  The 

township was successful in obtaining partial funding 

through an Ohio Public Works Commission (OPWC) 

Round 39 application.  The township will also be 

using funding from a 2025 Lorain County Storm 

Water District Mini Grant award towards the catch 

basin replacement of this project.  Sandstone 

Excavating will also replace a 14’ x 50’ section of 

Moonstone Drive at the same unit cost as the bid 

award, with the township paying 100% of the cost of 

this repair.  Construction is anticipated to be 

completed in September 2025. 

Round #39 – Rustic Hill Concrete Replacement 

$  2,334 OPWC Grant Funds 

$  7,391 OPWC 0% 20-yr Loan Funds 

$  5,760 LCSWD Mini Grant Funds 

$25,035 Local (Township) Funds 

Amherst Township has submitted an application to 

the Lorain County Engineer for Round 40 of OPWC 

funding.  This project titled “Hidden Valley Concrete 

& Catch Basin Replacement” will be for 14’ x 300’ 

of concrete replacement on Deepwood Lane (from 

addresses 312 to 318) and 130’ full width replacement 

from the concrete seam near 365 Deepwood Lane to 

the center of the cul-de-sac, as well as catch basin 

replacements.  This project has been estimated to cost 

$106,075. 

Later this year, the OPWC District 9 Integrating 

Committee will announce their approval in ranked 

order for “Round 40” projects that were submitted.  

The process then moves to the State where they 

generally follow the recommendations of the District 

9 Integrating Committee, as long as the funds are 

available.  If the township’s OPWC grant application 

is approved by District 9 and the State, the township 

will then apply for a Storm Water grant to fund the 

catch basin replacement portion of their project.  State 

approval and funds are usually announced in early 

July.  If Amherst Township’s project is approved, the 

township will then accept bids for this project in the 

Spring of 2026. 

RUMPKE REMINDER 

Don’t Place Batteries in 

Trash or Recycling 
RUMPKE experiences many fires.  These fires put 

people in great danger.  Each fire poses a serious risk 

to firefighters, the Rumpke team, and the general 

public.  These battery fires impact their fleet and their 

facilities.  Almost all of these events are caused by 

lithium-ion batteries improperly placed in the trash 

and recycling. 

Many stores accept batteries for proper disposal, as 

well as the Lorain County Collection Center. 

As a reminder, batteries are not accepted in trash 

or recycling programs. 

Lithium-ion batteries are everywhere: 

• Electronics:  Smartphones, laptops, tablets, 

wireless headphones, speakers, cameras, remote 

controls, vapes 

• Small Appliances & Power Tools:  Cordless 

vacuums, electric toothbrushes, electric shavers, 

power tools (drills, saws, etc.) 

• Portable Devices:  Portable battery packs, 

rechargeable hand warmers, rechargeable fans, 

wireless charging stations 

• Other:  E-bikes and scooters, remote-controlled 

cars, drones or toys, air compressors, greeting 

cards with sound, talking toys, rechargeable toys 

Disposal Safety Reminders 

Help them protect their workers and first 

responders by following these guidelines: 

• Batteries shouldn’t be placed in curbside 

containers – ever!  They easily ignite and explode 

when compacted in the truck. 

• Empty Propane Tanks should never go in the 

trash or recycling.  Take empty tanks back to 

stores to be refilled. 

• Charcoal Embers and Fireworks should be 

thoroughly soaked in water prior to placing them 

in the garbage.  Never throw away unused 

fireworks – contact your local fire department for 

proper disposal. 

• Pool Chemicals are highly reactive, generate 

extreme temperatures and release toxic vapors if 

improperly handled or stored.  Don’t place pool 

chemicals in the trash or recycling.  Contact 

your solid waste district for disposal options. 



 

 
 

 

The scholarship application period will run from September 1st – January 31st. 
Go to www.ohiotownships.org/scholarship-program to learn more and apply! 



 

“NOPEC ENERGIZED COMMUNITY” GRANT 
The “NOPEC Energized Community” (NEC) Grant 

Program provides grants to NOPEC communities for 

energy-related projects that can improve community 

facilities and reduce energy-related expenses.  Since 

2018, Amherst Township has been receiving these 

grant funds totally $110,707. 

NEC Grants from 2018, 2019, and 2020 were 

combined for a total of $50,270.  These grant funds 

were used to purchase and install a dual-source 

generator for the Township Hall, as Amherst 

Township Hall has been designated as an Emergency 

Shelter by the Red Cross. 

Other funds were used towards the conversion from 

fluorescent to LED lighting project at the Middle 

Ridge Road Park, lighting the path from the parking 

lot in the park up to Workshop Players Theatre.  The 

township also converted fluorescent to LED 

overhead lighting in the township garage, 

hall/meeting area, and offices as well as the Sheriff’s 

substation area.  The lighting is now much brighter 

and has double the life expectancy.  It is a cost 

savings to the township in reducing our energy 

footprint (kWh usage) and even more so in the high 

repair costs of labor and materials. 

The township will be using $3,000 in NEC grant 

funds in 2025 towards the purchase of a badly needed 

copier/fax machine which is ENERGY STAR rated.  

The Township Road Department will be receiving 

Makita battery operated equipment including: 

• Pole Saw – 10” Telescoping, 18V 

• Pruning Saw – 6” 

• Chain Saw Kit – 5 amp 

• Blower – 18V Brushless, LXT 

• Hedge Trimmer – 24” Brushless 18V tool only 

• String Trimmer – 15” 18V x2 (36V) 

• 4-gallon Backpack Sprayer – 18V with battery 

• 1.3-gallon Garden Sprayer – 18V 

• 2 additional 18V Batteries 

This equipment will be a great benefit to the road 

department which currently uses gas powered 

equipment.  The battery-operated equipment will be 

lighter and easier to operate. 

 
NOPEC has published their upcoming natural gas 

“Standard Program” prices that will take effect in 

September 2025 and hold steady through 

December 2025.  For more details, including 

information on NOPEC’s 12- and 24-month 

“Fixed Term” options and “Monthly Variable 

Rate”, call NOPEC’s Customer Care Center at 

855-667-3201 or visit them online at: 

www.nopec.org/checkrates 

 

Amherst 

Transportation Center 
Amherst Schools Superintendent Mike Molnar 

recently shared an update of the progress on their 

Transportation Center located on Dewey Road in 

Amherst Township. 

• Lorain County is requiring additional 

stormwater pollution protection and it is 

being installed. 

• The sanitary connection and sanitary lines 

are complete. 

• The water lines and fire lines are complete. 

• The storm water line installation started at 

the end of August. 

• The gas line installation will begin after the 

storm water lines are complete. 

• The building foundation work will start at 

the end of September. 

• The pre-engineered building is scheduled 

for delivery in early October. 
 

http://www.nopec.org/checkrates


 

 
 

 

MEDICARE Open Enrollment 

The Open Enrollment period for Medicare “Part D” 

starts on October 15, 2025, and runs through 

December 7, 2025.  During this time period, Medicare 

participants are encouraged to review their Part D 

(Prescription) plan.  Each year changes are made to 

premiums, co pays, coverage amounts, and drug tiers.  

It is wise to review your current plan’s cost for 2026 

as there may be other plans out there that will offer 

better coverage and/or a lower cost. 

Those on Medicare can compare plans on the 

Medicare website at “www.medicare.gov” or by 

calling the Senior Service Office to make an 

appointment for looking at your comparisons.  Lynda 

can be reached at 440-988-5894 Ext 101 or by email 

at amhersttwpseniors@gmail.com. 
 

 

     

 

 
 

 
 

Amherst Township 

Senior Service Office Hours: 

8:00 A.M. – NOON  (M-F) 

Ph: 440-988-5894 – Ext. 101 

Lynda Ashley, Director 

Email:  amhersttwpseniors@gmail.com 

Callers are strongly encouraged to leave a 

message with your name, number, and a brief 

description of the reason for the call.  All 

messages will receive a call back. 

Permits Required 
Residents are reminded that permits are needed for 

pools, decks, porches, patios, gazebos, fences, 

ponds, signs, garages, new construction, building 

additions, accessory buildings/sheds (includes 

Prefab), and driveways.  When a permit is obtained 

before the start of construction, the fee will be 

reduced by 50%.  Be sure you or your contractor has 

obtained a permit.  Payments must be made by 

check only.   Cash is not accepted.  (Permit forms 

are available on the township’s website.) 

Please contact Ryan Valentin, Amherst Township 

Zoning Inspector for these permits.  Office hours for 

the Zoning Inspector are on Mondays, Tuesdays, and 

Wednesdays from 9:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.  He can be 

reached at 988-5894, ext 103 or by email at: 

amhersttwpzoning@gmail.com 

Residents are encouraged to call first to verify that 

the Zoning Inspector will be in the office. 

REMEMBER 

TO VOTE! 
This year’s general election will be on Tuesday, 

November 4th.  Early voting begins October 7th.  

Remember to bring your identification with you 

to the polls.  Please exercise your right to vote. 
The Lorain County Board of Elections is located at 

1985 North Ridge Road East, in Lorain. 

For more information about voting, you can 

call them at 326-5900 or visit their website at: 

http://voteloraincountyohio.gov 

Reminder 

From the Sheriff 

Operators of snowmobiles and 4-wheelers are 

reminded that they need permission to be on private 

property.  Most riders are law abiding and respectful of 

others’ property.  However, many do not know that 

farmers’ fields are often prepped before winter arrives, 

and sometimes they are planted as well.  Some criminal 

laws that may be charged under this negligence are 

Criminal Damaging, Vandalism, or Prohibited Acts. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact 

the Sheriff’s Office by calling 440-329-3709. 

http://www.medicare.gov/
mailto:amhersttwpseniors@gmail.com
mailto:amhersttwpseniors@gmail.com
mailto:amhersttwpzoning@gmail.com
http://voteloraincountyohio.gov/


 

 
 

Preparing for Winter 
Before the snow falls and the plows are out, 

residents should check their mailbox posts.  

Rotted posts will cause the mailbox to break if the 

snow becomes too heavy. 

While the township’s plow drivers take every 

precaution to avoid broken mailboxes, sometimes 

it does occur.  Please note, IF the mailbox is 

broken due to the township plowing the road 

AND there is NO evidence of a rotted post, the 

township will replace the mailbox with a 

standard-type box.  IF the post is rotted OR it is 

hit by a vehicle or any other damage not sustained 

from our plows, Amherst Township is NOT 

responsible for replacement. 

If you live on a County or State owned road, you 

should contact the County or ODOT concerning 

your mailbox.  If you have any questions, please 

feel free to contact the township office at 988-

5894 ext. 101. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SNOW 

BAN 

Parking is prohibited on all township streets and 

highways in Amherst Township during a snow 

emergency, which may be declared when 

snowfall exceeds 2 inches or severe snow or ice 

condition exists. 

A fine for violation of this resolution will be $50 

if paid within seven days of the violation and $100 

if paid more than seven days of the violation. 

To avoid having your vehicle towed or 

ticketed, residents are asked not to park on the 

street when the snow exceeds 2 inches. 

Safety Tip 
When walking or riding along roadways, always 

wear something reflective during the early 

morning, dusk and evening hours.  Don’t 

assume that drivers can see you!  Carrying a 

flashlight will also make you more visible to 

drivers.  For added safety, when a vehicle is 

passing you, move over to the edge of the road 

or onto the lawn. 

Attention!  Residents 

in Developments 
As a reminder, please do not rake 

leaves onto the street as it restricts 

water flow into the catch basins when it 

rains, causing drainage problems for you 

and your neighbors!  The township does 

not pick up leaves.  However, you can 

bring leaves and other yard waste to the 

Township Yard Waste Recycling 

Center, located across the road from the 

Township garage, for disposal. 

If there is a catch basin in front of your 

house, residents are encouraged to keep 

the top surface of the catch basins clear 

of debris. 

Yard Waste Recycling Center 

Extended Fall Hours 

The Amherst Township Yard Waste Recycling 

Center will be open for extended hours in the Fall to 

accommodate the recycling of leaves and other yard 

waste.  Beginning October 15th, and continuing 

through December 1st, the Yard Waste Recycling 

Center will open at 8:00 am and close at sunset.  The 

Yard Waste Recycling Center is a self-service 

operation.  Please place your empty plastic bags in the 

55-gal drum at the center or take bags with you. 

WHAT IS YARD WASTE? 
Yard waste includes grass clippings, 

leaves, tree and shrub trimmings, and 

plant materials from vegetable and 

flower gardens. 



 

 
Printed on Recycled Paper 

Amherst Township 

7530 Oberlin Road 

Elyria, OH  44035 

www.amhersttownship.us 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

****************************************************************************************** 

TRICK 

OR 

TREAT 

“Trick-or-Treat” in 

Amherst Township will be held on: 

Sunday, October 26th, 2025 

from 1:00 – 3:00 p.m. 

Residents that wish to pass out candy should turn on their 

outside lights.  This newsletter will be the only notification 

given by Amherst Twp. 

The “Halloween Costume Contest and Parade” in the City 

of Amherst will NOT be held this year. 

Please note that residents of Westwood Estates Mobile 

Home Park and Amherst Trail Mobile Home Park will be 

notified by management of their date and time. 

             

 Burning 

 Prohibited 
The burning of leaves, grass clippings, brush, and 
limbs is prohibited in the township.  Unnecessary 
tax dollars are spent when the fire department 
responds to a fire call that is not a true emergency. 

If you have any questions, please contact Amherst 
Township’s Fire Prevention Officer Chris Niehart 
of the Amherst City Fire Department by cell at: 

440-597-0005 
for “Amherst Fire Prevention Bureau” 

or by email at amhersttwpfire@gmail.com or 

contact one of your township trustees. 

Yard waste may be brought to the Amherst 
Township Garage for disposal.  For drop-off 
times, days, and location, see the front page of this 
newsletter. 

For more information about Ohio’s Open Burning 
Regulations, read the Ohio EPA’s brochure at:   

https://epa.ohio.gov/static/Portals/47/
facts/openburn.pdf 

   Trustees:  2nd & 4th Tuesdays at 7:00 p.m. 

Zoning Commission:  1st Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m. 

Monthly Meeting 

Dates & Times: 

PRESORTED STD. 
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