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THN GRANT] JTIRY CLIARL]]iS:

Ii\lTF.ODr.'C'-i-t 0N

I - ?\t all t"imes nrat-r.:r::i it^l {.o t-hi..; iircl-ic tmeilt .hire

qefend.ana l.';G riFc,s; ccFGCFJI;.-io}; rt'as a Hei,i iersey corporati.on.
involved in the buying, sellirrci. b::okei:ing, impor.Ling and,

export-j-ng of ttre skins of r+ili! rrni":na.t_sr -;

2 " At all. times matc::-i.a-]- to t-h.i.s -in<lj.ctment the
defendant ,I'ACQUES KLApISCit r.ras the l:ri-ncipal employee of MEG

rl'IPoR.T coRPoRATrcl{ anci the person ttr}:ough rvhom ai1 its
conumercial transactions were ncr_tot.i_ateci.

. 3. At alr- tinres matrlI':La1 to t:.his indictrnen.t the
defendants GUNZE NEIv' YORI(, INC " {a- suh"s-tcliar}r. of Gunze Sangyo

Co" Ltd. of Japan) anr'i trCAHA l.Nit'I:Rld/t1j:ONAL COMpt\Nyr LT]l],

(a snbsicli.ary of Linj-crn Salcs Cotnlr;;Ii5r. .r, J'.tpan) r,.icI:t: L,[i:r,+ l{o::ir

corporations inv6:fvg6 in the e>lpo::i--i-mport trade .

/ri{i - ! ;11, ar-r times r:af erj-al to this indir:tment the 'I -,/
rlleri-can arlir;a1-ol i::as an en:rilgerecl spec:ic.:; o{. tt:.rcllife
listed pursuant to Title 16, r-irritccl ,ct;rt<:s Coc1e, .q:1.533.



.Lllc LIJ-c1i1Lt uLrry rtil. Lttul LtlirtluD. 
_-

, 1" '..-;ach and ever!, allegaLiorl ,._- the Introduction
of this indictmenL is herel:y repeatcct, realleged ancl

incorpcrated by reference in Coun't One oi this indictment

as though fu1Iy set forth herein.

Commencing on or abouL tl-re first oay of June,

L97 4 and conLinuing rip to and including Norrem.ber B, Lg7 6 |

both dates being approximate and inclusi.ve, rsithin the

Eastern District of New york and elsewhere, the defendants

JACQUES KLAPTSCTIT I/LtrG Ii'1PORT COB}ORA?.].ON, JOHN I.ELI,Y, a.nd

I{IILIAM GHEENBLAT , together r.iith David Klapisch. the brother
of defendant JACOUES i{LAPISCHo. Gunze }Jew )ior]c, Inc.u Gunze

sangyo co. Ltd", Kiyoshi Egar.ra, lig'awil -r.rrt:r:r-riat"i.onar co.

Ltd", and union sales comparry, a1l naned .in this count as

uninclicted co-conspirators, and l*ith' other pej:sons knovrn and

unl<nor.rn to the grand j ury, clid combine
5-

rep}Ig, ao4_egree_

together to commit offenses agaiust tirc Unj.ted Sta_tes . 1-o wit.:

6

c to rqi lfull-y take lsitl:in the United States, shil: in interstat.e
and foreign commerce in the course of a commercial activi tY.
*lg1tj from the united states. anc1. possessr transport, ancl,sell,
the skins of American alligators i:akeir iri ri.iola,;ion of Tit'te 16,

United S.taLes Code, Section 153B ia) (f ) (B) , .in violatj-cn of
Title 16, united states code, sect'ions 15,rB(a) and 1540(l:);

i .{ lto transporL in interstate ancl foreign corrurierce goods of a

!'aIue in excess oi= f:Lrze tirousand ($5,000) clolIars, knovring

the same to have been stolen ancl conve::t-cd in violaticn of
Title 18, united States CoCe, Section 23L4; and to knorrringly

and wilfully make false, fictitious, and {raudu'l,ent statements

ancl representatiotrs in a matter witl:j.n i-he ju::isdiction of
the Depa::tments of cornrnerce and Treasury by knorving't y and



ano l{l-Iruary

Dec Ia::a.i l-ii1,s

violat-i"an of
?

ants JACQUES

ccntainin,i j:al st ::ri"cl f i.itj.cus statements, in

T j.tl-c ii:l , Linii:,-:r1 ,; t rr i.clrJoilc, Se ction 1001.

It r.;as part oi tris conspiracy that the defend-

KLAITSCII, i.',iEc rl'ifcFJ coRpopJ1Troi'{, JoHN KELLY, and

HILLIIu''i GIlIEi{l3Li{T r';o'.'ild a.rrariEe for the ur the

skins of American alligators f::on trappers ald cther persons
:-
in the Southeastern united State-s-

. I.* rvas a furlLher part of said. cr,nspiracy that

the defendants JACQUES KLAPISCH, .l{:iic IIqPOP.T COFPORATIOI'{,

JOtiN KELLY and tr^Jf LLIAl"l GFEENBL-p"T r v7o},Lq.".35:.*.TS: f oi: t'he

transportati-cn of the Amelican allitlat'o.r: skins to

the Eas'L.ern District of Ner': Yorlc r+here they lvotild. be .pack?ged

and p::epa red for si:ipmerrt overSeeis.

5. It was further part of- said conspiracy that'

the defendants JACQUES KLAPISCii iirrd I{EG ii'tPORT CORPORATION

vrould use a variety of false ancl fj.ctit.ious names and

addresses and rvould prepare faise i:.r:d f:Lctitiaus shipping

documents to export the Americat: trJ-I.igator skins oV€ISB3s '

In furtherance of saic u.t:rlilrdful coirspiracy ancl

for the purl:ose of affecling the oL:iectives thereof n the

d.efendants JACQUES KI,APISCH, I'IEG -[]iI'}ORT CORPORATION, JO]-{N

KELLY anc I,{ILLIAM GP.EENBLAT conutj-tt--ed. the fol-l0r+ing:

O\rERT ACTS

1. On or about August 10 , L91'4 iu the Eastern

District of New Yori'., the cleferrcl.rut- JACQUI:S KL?TPISCH gave

appro:<irlately ttro thousand ($2,000) <loliars to thr: defet'rcl-

anl riOiiN I(ELLY as an aclvance for h:i s purchase of Arnerican

aj-ligato:: skins in l,cuisiana.



- 2" on or about November * , 1975 Yoshitoshi

I116rLlr.: Of i-.j-lq, ir.el.,'L:i.i+ 'i::ec'l.i-:rcJ C,:ri-lanl', Ltc1. , ?Okyo, Japan

SCi'rt .l -l cL-Lit:: l-o (ll;t'i::.: lir-'-.'.' ':'t-,-l-, 1-l'ic. 'n l.r"'.* ,fo:r:l'l City stating

t]:al- ii.e!:Li1r,: '..::aci-r-i-rr; C.:t., i,!.d' ai:d Gu::ze Sangi,6 6s. Ltcl- 6f

JaLran ]iad en'Lerccl into an clicllisive trading agireement

concernj-ng Nortii An,:r-ican alJ--igat-cr: belly .skirrs obtained.

f rot* the C.efendant i,inG I!'iFOllT CORPOF;='TIOI{,

3. In or ai-ound liay, 1976 Kiyoshi Egawa telephoned

the defendant JACQUES KLAPISCH to arrange for payment Lo

KLAPISCH b)' Egawa Int.ernational Company, Ltd" for a shipment

of American alligator skins to the L1n-ion Sales Co. in fokyor

Japan.

4" On or aborit October 2-l , 19'/6 within the Eastern

District of New York, the def endarrt JACQIIES KLAPISCI{ met with

the defendant JOHI{ KEI,LY anC Davict l{.Litpiscirr to discuss

the shipment of American alligator sJ<il'ls 'to Ja.pan"

5 " Cci;,nt's TvJo t.hrough Trrrcnty Six inclusive are

alleged herein as addit.ional overt'. act-s. (Title iB, United,

States Code, Section 37I) ,

COUNTS T'i.iO TIiROUGLI T'IIIF.TEE}I

' 1. Each and everl. allegai:j.on crf the Introduction

of this ind,icl-ment is irerebir repear.tecl, i:ea1leged. and incor-
portatedr ds though fu11y set forth herein

2. On or abcut the clatr:s set fortLr belou in CounLs

'Irvo Lhrougl: 'Ihirteen inclusive, vr:i.tlrj-rr the nasi:ern District

of i'Ierr, York, the def enclants JACQUUS I(LAPISCH arrd. l,iEG fPtPORt

CORPOF.ATIOIJ did aicl and ai:et- t-he t::ansportation in interstate

anc1 forcign coi-,iirercc c:i gooris o.f a rrarlue in excegs of five

thousand ($5r000) dollars, knoruing t.I:q same to have been

stolen and conve::t-ed in tha-u on sirir-l- claLes ti:re clefend.airt.s

Tn'--niiFq r,iT.ApTqr-ll -:nr"l i,I;i(l T:.1Irni},.l, f'nr?Dfll}lTrTO'l r'j'i r'i a i d and ;rhc}t



the trar ortation from Brookll'n,

Ja.pan, a::d pt"-nq:s r-r-f ilic si:-Ln:,: tif

haviilgl ii

kno'"iing

vaiue in t:ilti,l95 ci:

said skins to have

Lhe state of Loursia.i:a"

COUNT

Ne'.r York

Ar:cl: i.c;ri:

i i-',-i: 'ch<;us ancl

be*n stol en and

to New Jersey,

al l-Lgators

{$1,0C0} dcIJ-ars,

converted front

TI.ICI

THRiig

FOER

FTVE

SIX

SEVEN

EIGHT

NTI,{E

TEN

ELEVEN

twELV-!l

.6 
THIRTEEi,i

{Title 18,

DATE

August ?3, 1974

{ay 19, 1975

June 4, L9'75

June 2L' 1975

July 22, ].975

February 11, 1,976

I"Iarcl: 29, :1976

I'{ay 2?, 1.976

July 7 | 1975

JuIy 22, 3-9'16

August 15. l-976 .:.,,

lriove;eber l, 1.975

uniiei States Code, Secti-ons 23L4 and 2),

COUNT ]IOIIRTEEN

, 1. Each and every al-Legati.on of the Introcuction

of this indictment is herehy repca-tecl.. reallegecl a.nd. incor-

pcratedr ds though fuily set for:t:b ilereirr.

Z. On or about the 3rc1 da,,, of March, Ig?sn r^rithin

the Eastern District of New Yor]<. 'i:[e defendants JACQUES

KLAPISCH anrj ltEC II,TPORT CORpCP.ATIOITI knoi.ringly ancl trilfu)-Iy did

aici and abet the lnaking of a fals;e, fictj-tious arrd frauclulenl:

sLaLement and relJl-'eseRtation in a matter withrn tlre jurisdiction



uJ- LII? 1J{iFdI LlllgtrLti uL r-.LJiit1,.t1jl\-e clrru ur(g aiuur.u! r LlL urluu vrr v!

; boirc s;i l-.1 'la,-e illc Oef cir, i.tiits ii\C(:LJ.IiS i ,PISCli a;rcl IIIG I]IPORT

COP-PC:!:tTiOli kno'.vingly and '*ilfnili, c:iused a Shippers Iixport

Declaration (Form t{o. 752S-V*ALT) to be filed rvith the United

States Customs Service in the Eastern District of lrlesi York

coniaining false ar-rd fictitious informatiqn, to rvit: that

ti:e consignor for v;hom saicl declaration r'ras filed r+as the

Velasco Tradingi Company, that the contents of the shipment,

l{ere leather, a Sched.ule B Conr-'nodity ilo" 6tl-.9640' and that

tl:e value of the shipnient was $21264.00 i^rhereasr BS the d.efend*

ants well- knew, the consignor for whom sa-id declaration was

f i'}ed rvas the def endant l-tEG ITTIPORT COI.IPA]iY o 'the ccnterrts of

iirEr shipnier:t r./ere tire rar.r skiris of fur,e:::L(:an alligators. and

the value of said shi-pment rvas iri excess of Sl-0'000, (Tit,-l-e

18 United States Code, Sections 1,001-r2)

COUidTS FIFTEEii Tiirr.OLrGH T]\'iENTY SfX

1" Each and every a.1.1egal-ion of the f nt,roduction

of thi-s indj.c*ner:t is hereby r:epeated, ::ealleged. and incor-

poratedr ds though fully set forth herej..rr

-2" On ^:r about the da'bes set fortir i:elors in

Counts Fifteen tirrough Tr.;enty Six inclusrveo within tire

Eastern District of Nevr York, the clef:eirdants J/I,CQUES KLAPISC1I

and l.lEG IFIPORT'CORPORATION, together ivith 'i:he defendants set

forth belolv, did r,*ilfully possess, sel}, and t::anspcrt the

skins of American alligators taken in violation of Title 16,

United States Ccde, Section 1538 (a) (1) (B) ,

COtr'TT DATE LTEEEIiDANTS

f'IFTEEi.l

SIXTEEI.I

SEtEltTEtri\:

zlugrist 23 , L97 4

llarch 1, 1975

llay L9 o 1975

Junc 4, 1975

GLTNZE I,iEI{ YOPJ(, INC

GUNZE NElf YORK, INC.

GiiNZE iiEtrl YORK, Ii{C.

Gmizn NEiv YoRi(, INC"i' T r- I i rTl L' i' )''l!' r LrI l .L Ir l-rl\



.rli-\i,r

-.ri\!1!Lri

T;;Eii?Y

TI';Ei'lTY 0I{n

TI{ENTY TI,JO

DAVTD G . TP..'1GtrR
LII.TTED STATES ATTORNEY
EASTEzu{ DIST'RTCT OT' I'JEIV YOPJ(

!$.:rj '

.iune 2L , "1.9 7 5

J'uly 22, 1975

llebruary 11, L97 6

i"lay 25 , L97 6

DTFN}IDANTS

GUtJZtr idEI.r Yotrj(, rNC"

GUI{ZE NEI{ YORK, INC.

GUNZE NEi.l YORX, INC"

EGAWA INTERNATIONAT
COFIPANY, LTD. Al{D
KIYOSHI EGAWA

EGAi,iA INTERNATIOI'{AI
COiqPANY

EGAWA INTERNATIONA],
CO},iPA}IY

EG;1I{A INTIIRNAT]ONAL
COi'l?Ai'{Y

EGA'v'lA. INTEP"NAT f ONAL
COi,lPAl{Y

i-54 0 {h) ancl Ti.t1e

?i{trNTY T}TREE
iJuly 7, 1976

TtrTENTY .}-OUR July 22, 1976

T!.MNTY FIVE Atrgust 15, 19'/6

T!'iENTY SIX Ilovember 1,, I !) i 6

(Titl-e 16, United St.aLes. Code, Sections 1.538 (a) n

18, United States Code, Section Z) 
"
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