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Idaho sheriff, feds clash at ranch

   

Audio Coming Soon

SALMON, Idaho, March 10 -- An Idaho sheriff said Friday that he and three U.S. Fish

and Wildlife agents clashed while the officers tried to search a ranch for a bullet that

killed a reintroduced wolf last month. Limhi County Sheriff Brent Barslow said he got

into a heated exchange with the armed agents Wednesday in an incident that

  
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illustrates growing tension between the federal government and rural Westerners.

'Sending three armed agents to serve a search warrant on a 74-year- old man was

inappropriate, heavy-handed and dangerously close to excessive force,' Barslow and

county commissioners said in a letter to Idaho's congressional delegation. Rep. Helen

Chenoweth, R-Idaho, has scheduled a March 17 meeting in Boise to discuss the

confrontation. She and other members of the Idaho delegation met Friday with U.S.

Fish and Wildlife Director Molly Beattie in Washington. David Klinger, public affairs

director for the FWS regional office in Portland, Ore., said that after the blowup with

Barslow, the three agents left the ranch with no plans to complete their search. The

agents are investigating the shooting death of a newly- reintroduced Canadian gray

wolf, which was found dead near the carcass of a newborn calf on the ranch of Eugene

Hussy, 25 miles south of Salmon, Idaho. Klinger said the wolf was shot once by a

bullet that passed through the animal, and that the agents wanted to search for the

slug and other evidence in the area. 'Preliminary results indicate that the dead wolf

did not kill the calf,' Klinger said.
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'It could have been stillborn or died shortly after birth.' He said investigators are

trying to determine whether the kill was legal, as federal law allows ranchers to shoot

wolves they see attacking their stock. Chenoweth has been one of Capitol Hill's most

outspoken critics of the wolf reintroduction plan. At a House Resources Committee

hearing on the program in January, she chastised Interior Secretary Bruce Babbitt for

releasing the wolves despite opposition from the Idaho state legislature. Such a move

violated the rights of the state, she said.

___
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Odd News // 5 minutes ago

Two possible waterspouts caught on camera in

Boston

April 8 (UPI) -- A Boston man taking a walk near Castle Island captured

video when he spotted a pair of unusual vortexes off the coast that may

have been waterspouts.

Odd News // 23 minutes ago

Maryland man's first-ever lottery ticket earns

$50,000 prize

April 8 (UPI) -- A Maryland man bought a scratch-off lottery ticket for the

first time in his life and his beginner's luck earned him a $50,000 prize.

Odd News // 1 hour ago

Cat stows away for 70-mile ride in Walmart

truck

April 8 (UPI) -- Animal lovers in Ontario are trying to find the owner of a cat

that stowed away in a transport truck from a Walmart store in Montreal.
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Odd News // 1 hour ago

Pranksters suspend VW Beetle from rock face

in British Columbia

April 8 (UPI) -- Parks officials in British Columbia said a hollowed-out

Volkswagen Beetle suspected from a rock face in an apparent prank will be

removed this week.

Odd News // 2 hours ago

'Halloween' fans don Michael Myers costumes

to break world record

April 8 (UPI) -- The makers of the new "Halloween" video game gathered

horror fans in Boston to break the world record for people dressed as killer

Michael Myers.

Odd News // 3 hours ago

Ostrich escaped cafe in Thailand, runs nearly 10

miles on highway

April 8 (UPI) -- An ostrich escaped from an animal cafe in Thailand and ran

nearly 10 miles on a busy highway before being safely captured.

Odd News // 1 day ago

Woman's weekly tradition with mom pays off

with $50,000 lottery win

April 7 (UPI) -- An Ohio woman with a tradition of playing the lottery with

her mother every week scored a $50,000 prize she suspected to be an April

Fools' Prank.
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Odd News // 1 day ago

British woman amasses largest collection of

'Tomb Raider' games

April 7 (UPI) -- A British woman showed her love of her favorite video game

by earning the Guinness World Record for the largest collection of "Tomb

Raider" games.

Odd News // 1 day ago

Passenger gives birth aboard flight from

Jamaica to New York

April 7 (UPI) -- Caribbean Airlines confirmed a passenger on a flight from

Jamaica to New York gave birth just as the flight was landing at John F.

Kennedy Airport.

Odd News // 1 day ago

Woman rescued from Florida canal after trying

to rescue dog

April 7 (UPI) -- A woman who jumped into the water to rescue her dog in

Florida ended up needing to be rescued alongside the canine.

Large-scale Israeli strikes hit Beirut, Lebanese areas despite U.S.-Iran

truce
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