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Message from Pastor Katy Fast 

CONTACT PASTOR KATY 

Pastor Katy is excited to get to know 

members, visitors, and those in our 

community. To contact her or to set up 

an appointment please call or text (727) 

808-4684. You may also contact her via 

e-mail at pastorkatyfast@gmail.com or 

follow her (PastorKaty Fast) on Face-

book. 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 
Mutual Ministry 

(A Journey with Jesus) 

I’ve found that journeys, be 

they spiritual quests or far off 

vacations, are all the more 

meaningful when traveled 

WITH someone. When you 

have a traveling companion 

you receive support and en-

couragement from that person that you wouldn’t receive on your 

own. Your travel buddy also might notice things that you wouldn’t 

have otherwise. When we travel with John, our three year old, he 

notices all kinds of things that we wouldn’t normally see. “Look Mom-

my! There’s cows!” “Look, Daddy! There’s an excavator at that con-

struction site!” I could go on and on, the point being that when we 

travel with one another, we are able to see things in new ways from 

other people’s perspectives. We are also more likely to grow in the 

depth of relationship with that person, because journeys are NOT 

easy. When John deliberately spills his entire sippy cup in the back 

of the car, we’ve got to stop, explain what was wrong, work on apol-

ogizing, and help get the mess cleaned up. So too, with other rela-

tionships on this journey of life – when we mess up and hurt one 

another we need to stop, ask for forgiveness, seek reconciliation and 

clean up the mess together. 
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In my favorite bible story, the Road to Emmaus (Luke 24:13-35), two disciples are on a journey 

with Jesus to the town of Emmaus…and they don’t even know it. It’s after the Resurrection and 

these two walkers are all aflutter about the events that have taken place. Jesus comes up along-

side them and begins walking and they don’t even recognize him! Yet in their short walk with the 

Risen One they are given new insights to scripture and to what the prophets foretold. When he 

stays with them for dinner, they finally realize it’s him that they’ve been with all this time. He 

breaks the bread with them and it’s like a lightbulb goes off. “Were not our hearts burning within 

us while he was talking to us on the road, while he was opening the scriptures to us?” He makes 

a lasting impression on them as a travel companion. Their lives were made richer and more 

meaningful by having God-in-the-flesh accompany them on the road.  

The Risen Christ is with each one of us on whatever road it is we are traveling on. We are not 

alone in sojourns of grief, in struggles with depression, in battles with cancer, in fear of the un-

known. Christ walks with us through the birth of new little ones, the death of close friends, and 

the struggles of difficult jobs. Through the presence of travel companions in this life, Jesus re-

veals his flesh and blood accompaniment with us. Can you think of people who have helped you 

on your journey and revealed a bit of the Holy One while doing so?  

On our journey as a congregation, Christ accompanies us in ministry for the gospel together 

(hence Mutual Ministry). As part of our Goal-Setting Retreat back in January, our congregation 

discerned that a Mutual Ministry Team should be established to help receive feedback about 

things that are going well (praises) and work on things that are broken (pinches). This team will 

help to put a system of feedback in place for our congregation to help make our journey together 

healthy and meaningful – one in which Christ can be revealed to us in our life together.  

We are looking for three members who would like to serve on our new Mutual Ministry Team. 

The group will be made up of three non-council members and Pastor Katy. The gifts we are look-

ing for in these individuals are: 1) The ability to be a good listener and to give constructive feed-

back. 2) The ability to keep confidentiality. 3) The ability to see a big picture and brainstorm solu-

tions to problems that are in line with St. Mark’s mission. If you’re potentially interested in serving 

on this team, please let Pastor Katy or a council person know and we can share more detailed 

information with you. We hope to have this team start up it’s ministry this summer.  

May the Risen Christ journey closely with you this month and be revealed in the scriptures and 

the breaking of the bread! 

Pastor Katy Fast 
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Armchair Travel to the Holy Land 

Please join us for an Adult Forum on Sunday, May 7th 

from 10:45 - 11:45 in the large conference room of 

the church office as we travel to the Holy Land. Our 

hosts for this travel experience will be Steve Miller 

and Wayne Morris as they share biblical sites and 

stories of their recent experiences in the Holy Land. 

To quote Steve and Wayne, "A trip of varied emotions 

- biblically enlightening and a complete new visual of 

the life and teachings of Jesus.... Unforgettable." 

Thanksgiving for Ministry 

Join us on Sunday, May 7th as we recognize Jeanne Plaskett for 

her service as our bookkeeper for the last three and a half years. 

We are so thankful for the gifts that Jeanne brought to the St. Mark 

staff, first as church administrator and then as bookkeeper. Her 

dedication to the mission of the gospel and her attention to finan-

cial matters have assisted St. Mark in carrying out its mission to the 

community. Jeanne has worked throughout the month of March 

and part of April to help train our new bookkeeper, Regina Hickey. 

We wish Jeanne God’s richest blessings in her “official” retirement.  

Spring Blood Drive 

St. Mark will have its spring blood drive on Sunday, May 7 

from 9:00 am until 11:30 am. All donors will receive a OneBlood T-shirt and a well-

ness checkup including blood pressure, temperature, iron count, pulse, and choles-

terol screening. The staff of OneBlood has agreed to have more staff on hand to reduce the wait 

time and make the process go more smoothly. So, if you are able, please stop by the Big Red 

Bus and share the gift of life and help save lives. 
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St. Mark Bible Study 

St. Mark Bible Study will meet Tuesday, May 9, 2017 at 

10:00 a.m. in the large conference room of the church 

office. Our Bible Study this month is in the form of a de-

votional. We will read 10 reflections from 10 diverse 

women of many generations. They are sharing what it means to trust God, who knows us com-

pletely, with our joys and our struggles. These authors' warm, personal stories, shared Scriptures 

and prayers will embrace you with a sense of fellowship, Christian hope and the knowledge that 

you are not alone. Please come join us. 

WELCA at St. Mark 

WELCA will meet on Tuesday, May 2 at 10:00 a.m. in the large conference 

room of the church office. You are invited to join us and bring a friend. 

WELCA Bucket Project - Bring the Buckets!! This month our project is to 

make a bucket filled with cleaning supplies. Florida Lutheran Services provides them for new 

families as they settle into their new living space. So join the fun! Fill a bucket....see a sample in 

the Narthex....make it up with the basic cleaning products you would use....May is bucket 

month!!! 

WELCA Christian Service – The group usually meets the fourth Tuesday of each month at 

10:00 a.m. and will meet again May 23, 2017. As the group creates layettes in a fun environment 

for Lutheran Services Florida for young mothers in their program, it engages in fun conversation 

and participants share tasty light refreshments. You are invited and welcome to join the fun. 

 

Generations in Faith Together Beach Party 

Generations in Faith Together (a.k.a. Sunday School) will be celebrat-

ing the end of the year with a Party at the Beach on Sunday, May 21st 

at Honeymoon Island! Children and adults of all ages and stages are 

welcome to join us for time in the sun and sand. Bring your picnic lunch 

and beach stuff and join us out at Honeymoon Island State Park at 11 

a.m. We’ll enjoy time in God’s creation, a little beach bible time, and 

some fun games and relays! Sign up in the Narthex to receive a park 

pass from the Youth and Family fund to cover the $8 per car entry fee.  
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F. E. A. S. T. Sorting Day 

Saturday, May 13th  

9:00 a.m. ï 12:00 p.m. 

Our local food pantry (F. E. A. S. T.) periodically receives large 

gifts of food that require unpacking and sorting. St. Mark has vol-

unteered to help unpack, sort, and organize items to be ready to give to those in need in the com-

munity. Sign up in the narthex or join us that morning at 2255 Nebraska in Palm Harbor. Children 

and adults are welcome to help. We can use all the helping hands we can get!   

You Are Valued and Appreciated 

Thank you to all those who helped make the Lent, Holy Week, and 

Easter meaningful!  

 

To those who: 

Set up tables and chairs  Brought soup for Lenten dinners 

Decorated the sanctuary  Shared musical gifts 

Carried the cross   Prepared for Easter brunch 

     Unearthed the Alleluia     Served as worship assistants 

     Baked communion bread    Helped plan the Easter Egg activities 

     Assembled countless bulletins   Cleaned and cleaned and cleaned 

     Offered prayers to God! 

We give thanks to God for you!!! 

Alleluia. Christ is Risen! 

Christ Is Risen Indeed. 
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Itôs Threshers Baseball Time 

Mark calendars for St Mark’s night at the ballpark, 

Saturday, May 20th when the Threshers take on 

the Lakeland Flying Tigers at Bright House Field in 

Clearwater. Children under 5 are free and thanks to 

the generosity of an anonymous donor, ticket prices 

for adults are $10 and for anyone under 18 the tick-

et is only $5. Members that have a friend they would like to bring to our night at the ballpark are 

welcome as a guest of St Mark. Just let the Fellowship team know when ordering your family tick-

ets. Ticket includes padded seating at Club Level with overhead protection from the weather and 

all-you-can-eat ballpark favorites plus BBQ pork sandwiches, baked beans and more. Gates open 

at 5:00 for a 6:15 pm game start. Food/drinks are served from 5:00 – 7:30 pm with fireworks after 

the game. For early arrivals, there is a table behind home plate on the concourse where fans can 

sign up to get picked for the contests between innings. Purchase tickets either before or after 

church services on May 7th or May 14th. Please make checks payable to St. Mark Lutheran 

Church. See you at the ballgame! 

Diakonia Graduation 

On June 10, 2017 at 3:00 pm, Carolyn Elliott and 

Jennifer Grumbling will be graduating from the Flori-

da-Bahamas Synod diakonia program. The dia-

konia™ is a program of lay spiritual formation that 

includes a two year process of training and theological education. Jennifer says, “The support 

from our St. Mark family has been such an essential part of our learning and growth, both before 

and during this time. Because you are so woven into our individual faith journeys, we would like to 

invite you to attend our Graduation Eucharist.” The graduation will take place at St. Matthew’s 

Lutheran Church located at 6801 Merrill Road in Jacksonville (32277). The location is a bit of a 

distance, so they do understand if you’re not able to make the trip; however, it would be wonder-

ful to have you there!  
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National Police Week 

In 1963, President Kennedy proclaimed May 15 as National Peace Offic-

ers’ Memorial Day and the week surrounding it as National Police 

Week.  Recent campaigns to show support for law enforcement have 

raised awareness about the daily sacrifices of our nation’s police officers, 

but this is the oldest tradition that remembers those who gave the ulti-

mate sacrifice and honors those who serve our communities 24 hours a 

day, 7 days a week.  In 2016, over 900,000 women and men served in 

this altruistic profession.  In that same year, 135 died in the line of duty 

according to the National Law Enforcement Officers’ Memorial in Washington, DC.  Please take a 

minute on May 15 to think about the safety we take for granted in our daily lives.  Pray for the 

people who answer the call of this vocation; pray for their safety and for their mental well-

being.  Pray also for their families especially those of the officers killed in the line of duty over the 

ages.  Pray for peace in our families and neighborhoods. 

In 1963, President Kennedy proclaimed May 15 as National Peace Officers’ Memorial Day and 

the week surrounding it as National Police Week. Please take a minute on May 15 to think about 

the safety we take for granted in our daily lives. Pray for the people who answer the call of this 

vocation; pray for their safety and for their mental well-being. Pray also for their families especial-

ly those of the officers killed in the line of duty over the ages. Pray for peace in our families and 

neighborhoods. 

Your Are Cordially Invited 

The diakonia Steering Committee of the Florida-Bahamas Synod, ELCA, cordially invite you to 

the Graduation Eucharist for the Graduating Class of 2017. 

Interim Bishop Marcus Lohrmann will preside. 

Saturday, June 10th, 2017 at 3:00 pm 

St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church 

6801 Merrill Road 

Jacksonville, FL 32277 

Reception immediately followings. 
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The Rev. Katy A. H. Fast 

 
Cheryl Burton, Music Director and Cantor 

Willie Hobbs, Office Administrator 

Jim Boyter and Beverly Entwisle,  

Property Stewards 

Regina Hickey, Bookkeeper 

Worship Time 

Sundays ð 9:30 AM 

 

Office Hours 

MondayðFriday 

8:00 amð3:00 pm 

1120 Curlew Road 

Dunedin, Florida 34698 

Phone: 727-733-0474 

Fax: 727-736-2357 

email: stmark@tampabay.rr.com 

www.stmlc.com 

3ÔȢ -ÁÒË ,ÕÔÈÅÒÁÎ #ÈÕÒÃÈ  
The Mission of St. Mark 

Gathered around Word and water, bread and wine,  

we spread Godôs Word by living our faith daily and  

welcoming all with open hearts and minds. 
 

Our Statement of Welcome  

St. Mark is a spiritual community that celebrates the gifts 

of God that empower us to engage in the struggles of life, 

to care for each other, and to serve Christ where we work 

and live.  

We welcome the participation of people of all ages, faiths, 

ethnic backgrounds, sexual orientations, gender identities, 

educational backgrounds, and economic conditions ï all 

who want to join in community to honor God and be of ser-

vice to people. We recognize that each person is a unique 

creation of God and by the grace of God is called a ñchild 

of God.ò 
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Here are a few dates for 2017 to mark on your calendar! 

 

May 20 @ 5:00 p.m. - Threshers Baseball Game (Details inside) 

November 3-5 – Congregational Retreat at Luther Springs (Near Ocala, Florida) 



In Your Prayers 
 

FOR THOSE WHO ARE SICK OR IN NEED OF SUPPORT: 

Darrell Zenk 

Lynne Anderson 

Kay Boyter 

Steve Boyter 

Mark Anderson 

Michael Bryant 

Bill Martin 

Ray Nizer 

Ron Hormes 

Sheldon Rusch (friend of Carol Czajkowski) 

Bob Pickford (friend of Doris Ullestad) 

Mary (friend of the VanHaute family) 

Scotty Bashaw (cousin of Suzanne Bryant) 

Dan Dixon (friend of Suzanne Bryant) 

Audrey Bower and family (friends of Carol Czajkowski) 

David Hanes (friend of Mark, Lynn and the Anderson family) 

Gary and Karen Kunzer (friends of Pastor Katy) 

Ann Schaffner (friend of Carol Bernstein) 

Suzie and family (daughter and friends of Leona Feldhausen) 

Tom Conway (brother of Mary VanHaute) 

Trish Leighton (niece of Pat Croy) 

Elaine Forestier (Emery Horvath’s teacher) 

Efrain Roman (great grandfather of Milla Grumbling and Kaeden Delerme) 

Irene Chernes (mother of Ken Chernes) 

Rachel Piwinski (friend of Eric Anderson) 

Judy Sanders (aunt of Bryan Fast) 

Henry Richie (family of Doris Ullestad) 

Dorothy and Otto Pollei, Jr. (parents of Doug Pollei) 

Laurie Froelich (sister-in-law of Janice Froelich) 

Tom Bickerstaff (relative of the Zenks) 

Adam Ruane (friend of Tim and Angela Langenback) 

Pastor Judy Gustafson  (friend of the Zenks) 

Vicki Claussen (daughter of Charlotte Claussen) 

Heather Mackin (relative of the Plasketts) 



Michael Kayser (nephew of Horst Kayser) 

Pr. David Laakso (nephew of Janet Armstrong) 

Doris Iversen (sister of Connie Feig) 

Kaycee Fowler (friend of Trish Kitchel) 

Irene Klein (mother of Charles Klein) 

Kris Posatko (friend of Doug Pollei) 

Helen Whitson (mother of Robin Klein) 

Kris Carter (friend of Janet Armstrong) 

Frank Kitchel (brother of Trish Kitchel) 

Missy Martin (sister-in-law of Suzanne Bryant) 

Carrie Leone (niece of the Walthours) 

Anita Hans (friend of Sue Nelson) 

Heather Booth (daughter of the Plasketts) 

 

FOR THOSE WHO GRIEVE (Family and friends of) 

Paul Volpe (uncle of the Langenbacks 

 

FOR THOSE WHO SERVE: 

Joel Elliott (stepson of Carolyn Elliott - in Germany) 

Brad Kibbey (friend of the Nizers –US Navy) 

Alexis Grzegorczyk (friend of Carol Czajkowski - USAF) 

Mitch Shellenberger 

Tierney Froelich 

Jason King (son-in-law of the Tegges - US Coast Guard) 

Zoe Lekakis (granddaughter of the Nizers - Marines) 

Andy Bloch (son-in-law of Shirley Polak - Homeland Security) 

Steven Plaskett (grandson of the Plasketts - US Air Force  cademy) 

Monica Tegge-King (daughter of Bernie and Holly - US Coast Guard) 

Christopher Tegge (son of Bernie and Holly Tegge - US Army Reserves - Virginia) 

Luke Ballesteros (friend of Robin Jo Bower Miller and David Miller - in Germany) 

Michael Christenson (friend of Arnie Dano - U.S. Navy) 

Kori Smeiska (friend of Carol Czajkowski - K. C. Police Officer) 

Rodney Mobley (son of the Nizers - Police Officer) 

Andrew Amstutz (friend of the Langenbacks - US Navy) 

Bobby Dusel (friend of Carol Czajkowski) 

Steven Klein (USCG) 

Sam Palmer (family of the Horvaths) 

Greg Burnham (son-in-law of the Nizers—US Navy) 


