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Message from Pastor Katy Fast

INSIDE THIS ISSUE Y Preparing the Way

How do yqgorepardor Christ-

mas? Perhaps you get out the

Christmas lights and ornaments

and adorn the house with festive

attire. Perhaps you bake Christ-

mas cookies or break out other

favorite holiday recipes to pre-

pare. Perhaps you light candles

on the Advent wreatt

and waiting as the darkness

slowly grows lighter and lighter

with each successive candle

week by week. Perhaps you focus on preparing your heart,

mind, and soul for the coming of Christ by diving deeper into

itA-g"Aar(':‘hG_iVingTreea”dPQ& devotion and prayer. Perhaps yo
fistmas Party through acts of service and help to those for whom this season

Holy Gossip Sessions  Pg. 10 g difficult those who lack warm shelter, access to food, safety,

St. Mark Christmas Lights Pg. 10~ OF companionship. Whatever way you are preparing this year,

Invitation to the Baptism Pg. 2
of Luke Mariner Fast

Advent and Christmas Pg. 3
Worship Opportunities

Advent on the Water Pg. 4

St. Mark Christmas Open Pg. 4
House

WELCA News and St. Pg.5
Mark Bible Study

Annual Budget and Con- Pg. 6
gregational Meeting

December Noisy Offering Pg. 7

Tour may God stir up your spirit and ignite your heart with hope,

United Faiths Walkof ~ Pg.11  Peace, joy, and love.

Peace This year, our theme at St. Ma r

Suncoast Bronze Ringers Pg. 16 Wa y. o A.S we ] ou r ney thr 0 ug h th I

e e gether in worship, we wil/l be i

cert messengers who hel ped prepare G
) We will also meet individuals who faced the unexpected and

Worship Servers and Pa. . . . .

Prayers Concerns 1719 continued to prepare for Jesus, trusting in the promises of God

for their lives.

Check out the themes for the following Sundays:

fiLi &lés on

Facebook (continued on the next page)

Scan this QR tag to get to 1y
St. Markods Facebo pulggE
St. Mark Dunedin.

or search for
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Advent 1 (Deci2lPreparing to bring hope
Advent 2 (Deci9Preparing to make peace
Advent 3 (Dec I6preparing to have joy
Advent 4 (Dec 23reparing to embrace love

If you have a family or know of one that would be interested in doing devotions together, St.

Mark has Preparing the Way Advent Family Devotions available. These devotions create time

and space to prepare for Jesus through scripture readings, discussions and activities together.
They will be available at church in the entry way (Narthex) starting December 2, or are available
for download if yemail mep@astorkatyfast@agmail.cdimey are published by Illustrated
Childrendéds Ministry and include creative anc
enjoy.

At our house, we are preparing this Advent for the baptism of our youngest son, Luke, on Sun-
day, December 23 at St. Markos 9: 30 a. m. wor
Webve been waiting and waiting (an Advent di
ily and friends to be able to come to Horida for this milestone in Luke life. Wede been waiting

in joyful anticipation of how God will be revealed in the power of grace and resurrection that are
procl aimed in Godés gift of baptism. We are
Luke into Godés family. We hope you can joir

Godds peace,
Pastor Katy

The Fast Family would like to invite you to the

Baptism
of
Luke Mariner Fast
eéééééé.
December 23, 2018 at 9:30 a.m.
St. Mark Lutheran Church
Reception on the Breezeway to follow

Contact Pastor Katy

Pastor Katy is excited to get to know members, visitors, and those in our community. To contact
her or to set up an appointment please call or text4884) 808 may also contact her via
e-mail apastorkatyfast@gmail.oofellow her (PastorKaty Fast) on Facebook.
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Christmas Worship Opportuni

WORSHIP SERVICES

pod 2

Christmas Eve Worship
Monday, DR&tember

4:00 p.mi Family Christmas Eve Service with Communion
7:00 p.mi. Traditional Christmas Eve Candlelight Service with Communion
9:30 p.mi Traditional Christmas Eve Candlelight Service with Communion

We invite you to celebrate the birth of Jesus with us! Invite friends , family and neighbors
as well to celebrate this special night.

Service of Lessons and Carol ¢
Sunday, December 30 at 9:30 a.

Pictorial Directories

ReminderSt. Mark is planning to update the pictorial directory this winter.
The next session to take photos is schedsdedrfizry, January 26,
2019. from about 10:30 am until 5:30 pm.

Anyone who did not have a photo taken during the last session or would
liketheir photo updated is encouraged to be photographed in January. Al-
so, if you have a photo that you would like to simply submit, please get it to
the church office as soon as possible. Thank you for helping to keep the
directory ufp-date so that members can stay connected when near and

far. You may contact Carol Bernstein by email (bernstein.cr@gmail.com) or
phone ((727) 98268) to schedule a session.
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Advent on the Water

Experience the songs, prayers, and script
of Advent against the serene beauty of a
on the water. For three Wednesdays in D
ber grab your folding chair and flashlight g
meet us &:00 p.mon the water for Advent
worship. Obecembertand 19w e 6 | |
the Dunedin Causeway (near the kayak re
and orbecember 12we will be at Phillippe

Godbs Peo

Park in Safety Harbor. As darkness unfolds for the day we will enjoy the music of guitars, djembe
drum, and maracas as we reflect on how the light of Christ is coming into the world. Services will
be led by Pastor Katy Fast of St. Mark Lutheran Church and Pastor Nancy Haupert of St. Matthi-

as Lutheran Church.

St . Mar kos Chri st ma

enjoying a variety of refreshments. The event will B&ieimlage

wine as well as ralooholic beverages will be available.

check off box for anyone needing transpy
tion that evening. The Fellowship Tea
seeking 15 volunteers to provide an apk
and 5 to bring a dessert. Appetizer/Desisy
signup sheets are also in the Narthex.

s Open

The Christmas Open House is open to all ages as well as friends and
neighbors of our members. This is a great opportunity to come and enjoy
our beautiful church decorations and socialize with old or new friends while

December ¥5rom 5:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.fhere will be holiday lights
and music as well as some crafts or games for young attendees. Beer,
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WELCA at St. Mark oMp
(Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America) < v
N

Carols and Cookies » = O
Come join our Christmas party! We'll have cookies and carols an THE'®
Christmas stories. God is good...all the time! We give him thanks wiu prwoc:
WELCA will meet Tuesday, December 18 at 10:00 am in the large conference
room. All are welcome.

WELCA Christian Service

A big and hearty thank you to everyone who participated in the Christian Service project on Sat-
urday, November 24th. Participants brought with them a lot of energy to make short work for this
big effort to help one of our ministry partners. We have completed 63 layettes for this current do-
nation to Florida Lutheran Services. These small boxes of baby items will go to Lutheran Ser-
vices Florida for mothers in the various LFS Programs. Your work will bring joy and happiness to
those who receive layettes. We will resume our service project on January 22, 2019. Please plan
to join us.

St. Mark Bible Study g

Fear not...God is at work beyond our ability to imagine!
We will gather to talk about our fears, great and small, and Go«
fear not.

| bring you good tidings of great joy....yes, the Christmas story. Come explore remaining calm
within our busy lives. We'll mestday, December 11 at 10:0@hahe large conference
room. Bring your Bible. Copies of the study will be in the Narthex. Everyone is welcome to attend.

s, Go ATail o it on the Mountain:
“’t-‘ This year, St. Markdéds Giving Tree
/1'" "\‘;"
€ w

the tags have been taken off our Giving Tree to be purchased for local
ey », familiesin need (see pages 8 and 9 of this newsletter), new ornaments
w‘ g, with farm animals will take their place! Give a gift that will keep on giv-
) e ing! For more information, please go to the Good Gifts website:
LN i www.elca.org/goodagifts.
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Annual Congregational Meeting

St. Markdéds Congr egat iOo Sundapebmber 16foljowings hel d i
worshipve wi | | meet in the sanctuary to adopt a
updated information on church finances and to ask questions, if you would like. All confirmed
members are asked to attend these meetings.

On Sundayanuary 20, 201&e will hold the second

part of our meetirgt. Mark cooks will have an op-
portunity once again to submit their chili to compete for
the prestigio2919 Golden Ladle AwaMV/hile

feasting on our chili, we will hold our Annual Congrega-
tional Meeting to celebrate
and ministry of the people at St. Mark, receive annual
reports, elect council members, and nominate mem-
bers to attend the FleBdahamas Synod Assembly

in June. A free will offering will be collected as part of
the event to benefit our Youth Fund. Watch for attemulebestgs in the Narthex as well as
contestant sigip sheets.

CASA Christmas Party

N 4 OnWednesday, December $2,Mark members are invited to
ASA join the youth of St. Mark for our 18th Annual trip to CASA in St.
Community Action Stops Abuse  P€te t0 host a Christmas Party for some of the young children
receiving services from CASA. We will read stories, do crafts,
and share in fellowship with the children and their families. If you plan on attending, please sign
up in the Narthex enail Jennifer Grumbling. We will meet and depart from B80Mark at
pmand stop at McDonald's on U.S. Highway 19 for a quick dinner.fidme é\&hpis
8:00 pnPlease bring money for McDonald's on the way (if that is an issue, please don't hesitate
to contact Jennifer Grumbling by @miaib{e @gmail.gaon phong138929707.

P PWé akeQfso ddokiAg far four volunteers to bake 2 dozen sugar ggakies-eack-—

——

for the children to decorate while we're there. Please email the = S = ‘?:L.‘._-:
up in the narthex if you are interested in attending or donating g A

sugar cookies. : - ——


mailto:grumbje@gmail.com
tel:(813)%20892-9707
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Habitat for Humanity Project ’\

Join St. Mark volunteerSaturday, December fst a day of service with m

Habitat fddumanity! Volunteers (ages 18 and older) are invited to sign‘l

the sigrup sheet ithe Narthex or bynailing Bryan Fast Habitat

(bryan_pe@ymail.gom for Humanity”

We do not know which site we will report to yet, but most likely it will either be in

Tarpon Springs or Clearwatelunteers are asked to arri@eObyanfior

S the safety meeting. Work should be wrapped up around 2:30 p.m. Come on out
——{ and help support this good cause!

December Noisy Offering

@E Thank you to all who donated to our September Noisy Offering
A st ?‘;ﬁ, | ooy that raised $455 for our local F.E.A.S.T. FootiHeaatry.

O S \ \ %  funds will aid those who face food insecurity here in Northern Pinellas
\ J) \ J) \ J) \ J) County. THe.E.A.S.T. Food Pantry serves families and individ-

@ @ | - L

uals in Oldsmar, Palm Harbor, Dunedin, Safety Harbor, Ozona,
and Crystal Beach.

Please start saving your loose change now for our ngx
Noisy Offering that will take pleSermiay, December
30.This collection will go towtael€entral Florida
Chapter of ReconcilingWorks.

P

Through the Reconciling in Christ Program, ministrig 2o
ALL ARE WELCOMY

sources, events and alliances, ReconcilingWorks b
community for worship, education and support; fosters wel-

come and acceptance in all Lutheran settings; and advocates for the ecclesial changes necessary
to ensure full participation in all sacraments, inclusive liturgical resources, and ministries of the
Church, inviting all people into Gospel lives of authenticity, integrity, and wholeness.


mailto:bryan_pe@ymail.com
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HOPE FOR THE ...
HOLIDAYS.

St. Mark Giving Tree
CASA has adopted a new way of giving!

This Advent Season,3heMark Giving Tréechanging thing
up! CASA is moving toward a more general wish list, whi
es on areas where they have the largest needs and requ
stead of adopting individual, specific faimdiggar St. Mark
members are invited to sh
will go to stocking up Holiday Cenértdie place where

adults, and their childre

All of the items collected using the wish list, will go to suy :
i ndividuals and families

uals and families, and hope to serve even more this year!

Simply purchase a new gift from the wesdist.it, unwrapped, and place under the Giv-
ing Tree byunday, December 9#il gifts will be delivered in plenty of time for Christmas. All
games toys and music must beiolent.

This year will mark the eighteenth year of St. Mark youth hosting a holiday party at the CASA
youth center in St. PetersburBe©ember 12, our youth will assist the children in making vari-
ous holiday crafts and gifts for their families.

The acronym CASA, stands for Community Actiao
that houses up to 40 people; comirasety support groups; community outreach programs;
substance abuse programs; transitional housing (CASA Gateway) and associated programs to
assist families as they move toward independent living; as well as development of Peacemakers
Program for psehool and middle school students to help break the cycle of violence.
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CASA Christmas Wish List



