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Preparing the Way 

How do you prepare for Christ-
mas? Perhaps you get out the 
Christmas lights and ornaments 
and adorn the house with festive 
attire. Perhaps you bake Christ-
mas cookies or break out other 
favorite holiday recipes to pre-
pare. Perhaps you light candles 
on the Advent wreathéwatching 
and waiting as the darkness 
slowly grows lighter and lighter 
with each successive candle 

week by week. Perhaps you focus on preparing your heart, 
mind, and soul for the coming of Christ by diving deeper into 
devotion and prayer. Perhaps you are readying for Godôs arrival 
through acts of service and help to those for whom this season 
is difficult ï those who lack warm shelter, access to food, safety, 
or companionship.  Whatever way you are preparing this year, 
may God stir up your spirit and ignite your heart with hope, 
peace, joy, and love.  
This year, our theme at St. Mark for Advent is ñPreparing the 
Way.ò As we journey through this season of Christôs coming to-
gether in worship, we will be introduced to prophets or Godôs 
messengers who helped prepare Godôs people for Jesusô arrival. 
We will also meet individuals who faced the unexpected and 
continued to prepare for Jesus, trusting in the promises of God 

for their lives.  

Check out the themes for the following Sundays: 
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Advent 1 (Dec 2) ï Preparing to bring hope 
Advent 2 (Dec 9) ï Preparing to make peace 
Advent 3 (Dec 16) ï Preparing to have joy 

Advent 4 (Dec 23) ï Preparing to embrace love 

If you have a family or know of one that would be interested in doing devotions together, St. 
Mark has Preparing the Way Advent Family Devotions available. These devotions create time 
and space to prepare for Jesus through scripture readings, discussions and activities together. 
They will be available at church in the entry way (Narthex) starting December 2, or are available 
for download if you e-mail me (pastorkatyfast@gmail.com). They are published by Illustrated 
Childrenôs Ministry and include creative and detailed coloring pages for children of all ages to 
enjoy.  
 

At our house, we are preparing this Advent for the baptism of our youngest son, Luke, on Sun-
day, December 23 at St. Markôs 9:30 a.m. worship service. Weôd like to invite you all to join us! 
Weôve been waiting and waiting (an Advent discipline) for the right time for both sides of our fam-
ily and friends to be able to come to Florida for this milestone in Lukeôs life. Weôve been waiting 
in joyful anticipation of how God will be revealed in the power of grace and resurrection that are 
proclaimed in Godôs gift of baptism. We are so excited that the time has finally come to welcome 

Luke into Godôs family. We hope you can join us! 

Godôs peace,  

Pastor Katy  

Contact Pastor Katy 

Pastor Katy is excited to get to know members, visitors, and those in our community. To contact 

her or to set up an appointment please call or text (727) 808-4684. You may also contact her via 

e-mail at pastorkatyfast@gmail.com or follow her (PastorKaty Fast) on Facebook. 

The Fast Family would like to invite you to the 

Baptism  

of 

Luke Mariner Fast 
ééééééé. 

December 23, 2018 at 9:30 a.m. 
St. Mark Lutheran Church 

Reception on the Breezeway to follow 

mailto:pastorkatyfast@gmail.com)
mailto:pastorkatyfast@gmail.com


Christmas Worship Opportunities 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Eve Worship 
Monday, December 24th 

4:00 p.m. ï Family Christmas Eve Service with Communion 

7:00 p.m. ï Traditional Christmas Eve Candlelight Service with Communion 

9:30 p.m. ï Traditional Christmas Eve Candlelight Service with Communion 

We invite you to celebrate the birth of Jesus with us! Invite friends , family and neighbors 

as well to celebrate this special night. 

 

Service of Lessons and Carols  

Sunday, December 30 at 9:30 a.m. 
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Pictorial Directories  

Reminder: St. Mark is planning to update the pictorial directory this winter. 
The next session to take photos is scheduled for Saturday, January 26, 
2019. from about 10:30 am until 5:30 pm. 

Anyone who did not have a photo taken during the last session or would 
like their photo updated is encouraged to be photographed in January. Al-
so, if you have a photo that you would like to simply submit, please get it to 
the church office as soon as possible. Thank you for helping to keep the 
directory up-to-date so that members can stay connected when near and 
far. You may contact Carol Bernstein by email (bernstein.cr@gmail.com) or 
phone ((727) 942-8968) to schedule a session. 
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St. Markôs Christmas Open House 

The Christmas Open House is open to all ages as well as friends and 

neighbors of our members.  This is a great opportunity to come and enjoy 

our beautiful church decorations and socialize with old or new friends while 

enjoying a variety of refreshments.  The event will take place Saturday, 

December 15th from 5:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.  There will be holiday lights 

and music as well as some crafts or games for young attendees.  Beer, 

wine as well as non-alcoholic beverages will be available.  

 

So that we know how many to plan for, there 

is a sign-up sheet in the Narthex which has a 

check off box for anyone needing transporta-

tion that evening.  The Fellowship Team is 

seeking 15 volunteers to provide an appetizer 

and 5 to bring a dessert.  Appetizer/Dessert 

sign-up sheets are also in the Narthex. 

Advent on the Water 

Experience the songs, prayers, and scriptures 

of Advent against the serene beauty of a sunset 

on the water. For three Wednesdays in Decem-

ber grab your folding chair and flashlight and 

meet us at 5:00 p.m. on the water for Advent 

worship. On December 5thand 19th weôll be at 

the Dunedin Causeway (near the kayak rental) 

and on December 12th we will be at Phillippe 

Park in Safety Harbor. As darkness unfolds for the day we will enjoy the music of guitars, djembe 

drum, and maracas as we reflect on how the light of Christ is coming into the world. Services will 

be led by Pastor Katy Fast of St. Mark Lutheran Church and Pastor Nancy Haupert of St. Matthi-

as Lutheran Church. 
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St. Mark Bible Study 

Fear not...God is at work beyond our ability to imagine! 
We will gather to talk about our fears, great and small, and Gods promise - 

fear not. 

I bring you good tidings of great joy....yes, the Christmas story. Come explore remaining calm 
within our busy lives. We'll meet Tuesday, December 11 at 10:00 am in the large conference 
room. Bring your Bible. Copies of the study will be in the Narthex. Everyone is welcome to attend. 

WELCA at St. Mark 
(Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America) 

 

Carols and Cookies 
Come join our Christmas party! We'll have cookies and carols and sharing of 
Christmas stories. God is good...all the time! We give him thanks and praise! 
WELCA will meet Tuesday, December 18 at 10:00 am in the large conference 
room. All are welcome. 
 

WELCA Christian Service  

A big and hearty thank you to everyone who participated in the Christian Service project on Sat-
urday, November 24th. Participants brought with them a lot of energy to make short work for this 
big effort to help one of our ministry partners. We have completed 63 layettes for this current do-
nation to Florida Lutheran Services. These small boxes of baby items will go to Lutheran Ser-
vices Florida for mothers in the various LFS Programs. Your work will bring joy and happiness to 
those who receive layettes. We will resume our service project on January 22, 2019. Please plan 

to join us. 

Go ñTailò it on the Mountain: Alternative Gift Giving 

This year, St. Markôs Giving Tree will go from local to global. Once all 
the tags have been taken off our Giving Tree to be purchased for local 
families in need (see pages 8 and 9 of this newsletter), new ornaments 
with farm animals will take their place! Give a gift that will keep on giv-
ing!  For more information, please go to the Good Gifts website: 
www.elca.org/goodgifts. 

 



ÞÞÞȭÚÛÔÓÊȭÊÖÔ 
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Annual Congregational Meeting 

St. Markôs Congregational Meeting is held in two parts.  On Sunday, December 16 following 

worship we will meet in the sanctuary to adopt a budget for 2019. Youôre invited to stay and get 

updated information on church finances and to ask questions, if you would like. All confirmed 

members are asked to attend these meetings. 
 

On Sunday, January 20, 2019, we will hold the second 

part of our meeting.  St. Mark cooks will have an op-

portunity once again to submit their chili to compete for 

the prestigious 2019 Golden Ladle Award.  While 

feasting on our chili, we will hold our Annual Congrega-

tional Meeting to celebrate Godôs activity in the mission 

and ministry of the people at St. Mark, receive annual 

reports, elect council members, and nominate mem-

bers to attend the Florida-Bahamas Synod Assembly 

in June. A free will offering will be collected as part of 

the event to benefit our Youth Fund. Watch for attendee sign-up sheets in the Narthex as well as 

contestant sign-up sheets.  

CASA Christmas Party 

On Wednesday, December 12, St. Mark members are invited to 
join the youth of St. Mark for our 18th Annual trip to CASA in St. 
Pete to host a Christmas Party for some of the young children 
receiving services from CASA. We will read stories, do crafts, 

and share in fellowship with the children and their families. If you plan on attending, please sign 
up in the Narthex or e-mail Jennifer Grumbling. We will meet and depart from St. Mark at 5:00 
pm and stop at McDonald's on U.S. Highway 19 for a quick dinner. The event is from 6:30 pm ï 
8:00 pm. Please bring money for McDonald's on the way (if that is an issue, please don't hesitate 

to contact Jennifer Grumbling by email (grumbje@gmail.com) or phone (813-892-9707).  

We are also looking for four volunteers to bake 2 dozen sugar cookies each 
for the children to decorate while we're there. Please email the office or sign 
up in the narthex if you are interested in attending or donating undecorated 
sugar cookies. 

mailto:grumbje@gmail.com
tel:(813)%20892-9707
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Habitat for Humanity Project 

Join St. Mark volunteers on Saturday, December 1st for a day of service with 

Habitat for Humanity! Volunteers (ages 18 and older) are invited to sign up on 

the sign-up sheet in the Narthex or by e-mailing Bryan Fast 

(bryan_pe@ymail.com). 

We do not know which site we will report to yet, but most likely it will either be in 

Tarpon Springs or Clearwater.  Volunteers are asked to arrive by 8:00 am for 

the safety meeting. Work should be wrapped up around 2:30 p.m. Come on out 

and help support this good cause! 

December Noisy Offering 

Thank you to all who donated to our September Noisy Offering 

that raised $455 for our local F.E.A.S.T. Food Pantry. These 

funds will aid those who face food insecurity here in Northern Pinellas 

County. The F.E.A.S.T. Food Pantry serves families and individ-

uals in Oldsmar, Palm Harbor, Dunedin, Safety Harbor, Ozona, 

and Crystal Beach. 

 

Please start saving your loose change now for our next 

Noisy Offering that will take place on Sunday, December 

30. This collection will go towards the Central Florida 

Chapter of ReconcilingWorks.  

 

Through the Reconciling in Christ Program, ministries, re-

sources, events and alliances, ReconcilingWorks builds 

community for worship, education and support; fosters wel-

come and acceptance in all Lutheran settings; and advocates for the ecclesial changes necessary 

to ensure full participation in all sacraments, inclusive liturgical resources, and ministries of the 

Church, inviting all people into Gospel lives of authenticity, integrity, and wholeness.  

mailto:bryan_pe@ymail.com
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St. Mark Giving Tree 

CASA has adopted a new way of giving! 

This Advent Season, the St. Mark Giving Tree is changing things 

up! CASA is moving toward a more general wish list, which focus-

es on areas where they have the largest needs and requests, in-

stead of adopting individual, specific families. This year St. Mark 

members are invited to shop from CASAõs wish list, which 

will go to stocking up Holiday Central ð the place where 

adults, and their children, can òshopó for holiday gifts.  

All of the items collected using the wish list, will go to support the 

individuals and families living in CASAôs Shelter and participating 

in their Outreach programming. Last year they served 350 individ-

uals and families, and hope to serve even more this year!  

Simply purchase a new gift from the wish list. Return it, unwrapped, and place under the Giv-

ing Tree by Sunday, December 9th. All gifts will be delivered in plenty of time for Christmas. All 

games toys and music must be non-violent.  

This year will mark the eighteenth year of St. Mark youth hosting a holiday party at the CASA 

youth center in St. Petersburg. On December 12, our youth will assist the children in making vari-

ous holiday crafts and gifts for their families. 

The acronym CASA, stands for Community Action Stops Abuse. CASAôs work includes a shelter 

that houses up to 40 people; community-based support groups; community outreach programs; 

substance abuse programs; transitional housing (CASA Gateway) and associated programs to 

assist families as they move toward independent living; as well as development of Peacemakers 

Program for pre-school and middle school students to help break the cycle of violence. 
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CASA Christmas Wish List 


