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SES Approach

Project 1: Fish and crustacean use of oyster aquaculture gear in comparison to natural habitats north
and south of Cape Cod

Project 3: Quantifying public perceptions of oyster aquaculture along the Eastern U.S.



Fish and crustacean use of oyster aquaculture gear in comparison to natural habitats north
and south of Cape Cod

Massachusetts Bay

*  |SLAND CREEK
3 OYSTERS
— O — 4
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Conclusions

1. Do aquaculture farms provide habitat for fish and crustaceans similar to
natural benthic habitats?

a. Racks have higher fish visitation rates for both commercially and recreational
important species
b. Black sea bass juveniles visitation rate is significantly higher at racks

2. What drives coastal residents’ perceptions and support for oyster
aquaculture?

a. Support for aquaculture was high; little regional variation

b. A%uaculoture knowledge and support for aquaculture expansion were associated
with a higher acceptance of various visual representations of aquaculture farms

c. Gulf of Maine residents have the lowest scores for knowledge, with knowledge
increasing in the south
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