






RHODE ISLAND NRCS 
OYSTER RESTORATION 
INITIATIVE

Environmental Quality Incentives 
Program (EQIP)

In partnership with RI DEM and RI CRMC



EQIP OYSTER RESTORATION INITIATIVE

➢ Purpose:

• Work with oyster growers to help restore the functions and 
values of oyster reefs by creating new reefs in approved areas

➢ EQIP provides funding for the following conservation practices:

• Restoration and Management of 
Declining Habitats (643)
• Involves placement of oysters 

and cultch at restoration sites
• Also includes funding for 

monitoring success at the site
• Access Control (472)

• This practice consists of marking 
the approved restoration site 
with buoys



ELIGIBILITY – WHO CAN APPLY?
➢ Must be an existing oyster grower

➢ Be granted control of the land at the restoration 
site 

➢ Comply with Adjusted Gross Income and HEL/WC 
provisions for USDA Farm Bill Eligibility



RI oyster growers bag clean shell to begin EQIP 
funded oyster restoration effort

RI NRCS OYSTER RESTORATION PROCESS



RI NRCS OYSTER RESTORATION PROCESS

Bags of shell are transported to the hatchery for 
remote set process



RI NRCS OYSTER RESTORATION PROCESS

The newly set spat on shell are transferred back to the 
grower’s lease and allowed to grow for approximately four 
to five months (until they reach an average size of 1 inch)  



RI NRCS OYSTER RESTORATION PROCESS

➢ NRCS identifies corners of the restoration plot and 
growers mark with buoys



RI NRCS OYSTER RESTORATION PROCESS

➢ NRCS counts and measures samples of oysters 
from each grower in September-October



RI NRCS OYSTER RESTORATION PROCESS

Clean cultch is placed at the restoration site to create 
reefs.  The spat on shell is transferred to the restoration 

site and placed on top of the cultch.



RI NRCS OYSTER RESTORATION PROCESS

➢ Growers hire monitoring contractors to complete reef 
monitoring each year



HOW TO APPLY FOR EQIP:

➢ EQIP applications are accepted on a continuous basis

➢ Application ranking deadlines for FY 2022 are 

January 21, March 18,  May 20, July15.



FOR MORE INFORMATION:
Mia Halter, District Conservationist

NRCS West Yarmouth Field Office

303 Main St, Route 28

West Yarmouth, MA. 

Phone: 508-771-6476 ext. 3

Email: mia.halter@usda.gov

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/
ma/programs/farmbill/

mailto:mia.halter@usda.gov

