Worship Bulletin - Bethel Congregational Church UCC
October 4, 2026 — 19" Sunday after Pentecost

“World Communion Sunday - The Vineyard”
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Centering Words (Psalm 19, Philippians 3)
We gather to learn about God. We gather to know Christ more deeply. We gather to
remember and give thanks that we are a part of the community of faith—a community that
reaches around the world.

Bethel
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Welconring ~Making a Difference

536 N Euclid Ave Ontario CA 91762
In Person & Live Streaming Sundays at 10am

Whoever you are and wherever you are on life’s
Jjourney, you are welcome here.

Quienquiera que seas y dondequiera que estés en el camino de /a vida,
eres bienvenido aqui.



Bethel Congregational Church, UCC
Sunday — October 4, 2026

Prelude Music for Gathering
Call to Worship

ONE: The heavens proclaim the glory of God!

MANY: We too proclaim what God has done in our lives.
ONE: Voices of praise shout to the ends of the earth.
MANY: May we join the chorus,

as we sing of God’s great and abiding love!

Unison Opening Prayer (Psalm 19, Matthew 21)

Creating God, like the earth around us,

we gather to proclaim your glory.

We pray that you will revive our souls today.

We pray that you will help us become a little bit wiser.
We pray that our hearts will rejoice

at the sound of your name.

We pray that our eyes will be opened to your ways.
We pray that we might live in peace and harmony
with one another.

And we pray that today, and every day,

we will again choose to follow in the ways of Christ,
so that our lives may become an example

of your love and grace to the world.

In the name of Christ, we pray. Amen.



Gathering Hymn Sanctuary

by John Thompson & Randy Scruggs
Lord prepare me to be a sanctuary
Pure and holy, tried and true
With thanksgiving, I'll be a living
Sanctuary for you
(Sing Three Times)

154 Sanctuary

Words and Music by
JOHN THOMPSON and RANDY SCRUGGS
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Welcome, Passing the Peace — Announcements
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Sundays — Worship! (Bethel 10am Sanctuary/Parlor; FCCO 11:30am)

Sunday October 18 — Blessing of the Animals — Special Joint service with FCCO
Sundays 9:15am — Pop-Up Choir practice!

Thursdays 10am - Qi-Gong/Tai Chi

Sign up to join Bethel’s Relay Team!
https://secure.acsevents.org/goto/BethelOntario

Sunday October 11 at 4om — SOUTHLAND SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA
SEASON OPENER: “An American Journey”. Music includes Copland’s
“Lincoln Portrait” (Terry Weatherby, narrating); Boyer’s “ELLIS ISLAND: The Dream
of America” — a multimedia presentation, including our own Virginia Shannon as
one of the characters portrayed in the work.; and a World Premiere new
arrangement of “America the Beautiful” by Pastor Sylvia.
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https://secure.acsevents.org/goto/BethelOntario

Special Music “Take Our Bread” Pop-Up Choir
Children’s Time “Moses in the Wilderness” Kids’ Video

* Gloria Glory to the Creator,
The Christ, the Holy Spirit Three in One

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be
World without end, Amen, Amen.
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Isaiah 5:1-7 - The song of the vineyard

| will sing for my beloved my love song concerning his vineyard: My beloved
had a vineyard on a very fertile hill.

He dug it and cleared it of stones and planted it with choice vines; he built a
watchtower in the midst of it and hewed out a wine vat in it; he expected it to
yield grapes, but it yielded rotten grapes.

And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem and people of Judah, judge between me
and my vineyard.

What more was there to do for my vineyard that | have not done in it? When |
expected it to yield grapes, why did it yield rotten grapes?

And now | will tell you what | will do to my vineyard. | will remove its hedge,
and it shall be devoured; | will break down its wall, and it shall be trampled
down.

| will make it a wasteland; it shall not be pruned or hoed, and it shall be
overgrown with briers and thorns; | will also command the clouds that they
rain no rain upon it.

For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts is the house of Israel, and the people of
Judah are his cherished garden; he expected justice, but saw bloodshed,;
righteousness but heard a cry!



Matthew 21:33-46

[And Jesus said:] "Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who
planted a vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a wine press in it, and built a
watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants and went to another country. When
the harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to the tenants to collect his
produce. But the tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed another, and
stoned another. Again he sent other slaves, more than the first; and they
treated them in the same way. Finally he sent his son to them, saying, 'They
will respect my son.' But when the tenants saw the son, they said to
themselves, 'This is the heir; come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.' So
they seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him. Now when the
owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?" They said to
him, "He will put those wretches to a miserable death, and lease the vineyard
to other tenants who will give him the produce at the harvest time."

Jesus said to them, "Have you never read in the scriptures:
'The stone that the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone;
this was the Lord's doing,

and it is amazing in our eyes'?
"Therefore | tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and
given to a people that produces the fruits of the kingdom. The one who falls
on this stone will be broken to pieces; and it will crush anyone on whom it
falls."

When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized
that he was speaking about them. They wanted to arrest him, but they feared
the crowds, because they regarded him as a prophet.

Sermon “The Vineyard” Dr. Sylvia Lee Mann



Prayer for Transformation and New Life (Unison)

God of grace and God of glory,

bless us with your mercy and your steadfast love.
When we pursue pointless gains and embark on dead-end journeys,
guide us back to your ways.

When we strive for our own righteousness,
remind us that your righteousness is all we need.
When we reject your teaching,

or, even worse, reject your presence,

love us and correct our ways.

Forgive us and welcome us home

into the arms of your grace and love. Amen.

Words Assurance and Grace (Pastor)
Do not be afraid, God’s love is strong enough
to overcome our weaknesses.

Prayers of the People (Joys and Concerns to share)

Silent Prayers

The Lord’s Prayer (Unison)
Our Father, Who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, On earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever and ever.
Amen
HOLY COMMUNION
Invitation
Prayer of Consecration
Words of Remembrance
Distribution
Prayer of Thanksgiving (Unison)
Holy Creator, we remember the sacrifice of Jesus, and all who follow
to bring love and justice to the world. May this bread and drink
nourish us as they are the symbol of Christ’s essence in all of us. In
Jesus name we pray. Amen.



Offering

Invitation to Generosity
Please remember to send your offerings in so that we can continue our ministries.
(If you want a portion of your offering to be designated as something specific, just
write that in the message area.) If you forget to write a note with the offering —
just email us (info@BethelUCCOntario.org) or message us through Facebook.

Giving Options: In person —We are not yet “passing the plate”. You may leave your
offering in one of the offering plates (front of the sanctuary, or usher’s table in the rear).

Give online at www.betheluccontario.org,
To use a credit or debit card, use the yellow “Donate” button (processed by
PayPal — no PP account required), or green Tithe.ly button (Processed by

Tithe.ly)
Donat-e l

Use ZELLE (through your bank website or via the stand alone app) to
transfer your offering to us directly from your bank. When you use
Zelle, we are “Bethel Congregational Church” Our verified Zelle email
is info@betheluccontario.org

' @[] MAIL-Just mail your check to Bethel Congregational Church 536 N ;QP‘;
: ' Euclid Ave, Ontario CA 91762. ;

J:»:Lﬂl";;“.".!:
QR Code — Scan the code to send your offering to us through PayPal T

Scan. Pay. Go.

Blessing of the Gifts (Unison)

Generous God, may these gifts be pleasing to you.
We pray to be faithful and fruitful

in the use of these offerings

so that we will serve you, O God,

and our neighbors in love. Amen.


mailto:info@BethelUCCOntario.org
http://www.betheluccontario.org/
mailto:info@betheluccontario.org

Singing into Mission Wonderful Words of Life  NCH 319

1 Sing them over again to me, wonderful words of life;

let me more of their beauty see, wonderful words of life;
Words of life and beauty teach me faith and duty.
Beautiful words, wonderful words, wonderful words of life.
Beautiful words, wonderful words, wonderful words of life.

2 Christ, the blessed one, gives to all wonderful words of life;
sinner, wake to the loving call, wonderful words of life;

All so freely given, one sure hope of heaven.

Beautiful words, wonderful words, wonderful words of life.
Beautiful words, wonderful words, wonderful words of life.

3 Sweetly echo the gospel call, wonderful words of life;
offer pardon and peace to all, wonderful words of life;
Jesus, only Savior, keep me with you forever.

Beautiful words, wonderful words, wonderful words of life.
Beautiful words, wonderful words, wonderful words of life.
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Sing Them Over Again to Me
(Wonderful Words of Life)

Philip P. Bliss, 1874; alt.
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Unison Benediction

May the God of the harvest bring forth seeds in you.
May every good seed you plant produce fruit.

May our fruit nourish and nurture the world.

Go, in peace and fruitfulness

knowing that the Holy One goes with you.

AMEN

Postlude Carillon

Bethel Congregational Church, UCC Rev. Dr. Sylvia Lee Mann
526 N Euclid Ave Ontario CA 91762 Pastor & Minister of Music
www.betheluccontario.org drmann@betheluccontario.org
info@betheluccontario.org (626) 393-5507

(909) 984-9111

Live Stream Worship Sundays at 10 am on Facebook, YouTube, Twitch
*All music licensed and used by permission-(CCLI, One License, Artist Permission, PD)
God sends us to serve, but God does not send us alone.
The Spirit is with us in the world, guiding our steps and protecting our paths.
Christ yearns for us to be one in ministry and service,
and one in community and faith—a unity that we discover
through the Spirit’s miraculous power in our lives.
Sent to serve, we are sent not only with the power of the Spirit,
but also with the power of unity with one another.
Embracing this unity with both the Holy Spirit and one another
opens a path to the “complete joy” that Christ prays we may one day know.

www.betheluccontario.org
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