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www.INFINITIROOFINGANDREMODELING.com

Roof Replacement 
Gutter & Siding Installation
Interior & Exterior Painting

Roof Repair

GET A FREE ROOF INSPECTION TODAY!!

ROOFING, REMODELING, GUTTERS & SIDING
STORM DAMAGE & WOOD ROT REPAIRS

INSURANCE CLAIM SPECIALIST

Certified,
Bonded & 
Insured

770-720-1160
EXPIRES 4/5/19

COUPON REQUIRED

EXPIRES 4/5/19

COUPON REQUIRED

$50
OFF
Any Repair

of $300 Or More
NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFER

FREE
Roof Inspection

For Hail, Wind & Atlas Chalet Shingles

$600
OFF

Insurance Claim With
Any Roof Replacement
NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFER

Counseling
Individual, Couples and Family Therapy 

with Adults, Teens and Children

Robin W. Dunn M.S.
Licensed Professional Counselor

Over 30 years experience helping people live better
770-548-1966 • 505 Cove Rd. • Suite 3 • Jasper

www.robinwdunnlpc.com    A Hall County woman’s
debut book is one you should
read.
    The author, Sharon
Gloger Friedman, is a Boston
transplant who moved here
with her husband of 53 years
to be closer to her children.
Her historical novel is called
Ashes, and it’s an extraordi-
nary account of a Jewish
family who flees persecution
in Russia to come to the
United States in the early
1900’s.
    This is a story about love
and survival, about overcom-
ing loss and grief and about
the indomitable spirit of the
Jewish people.
    The story begins with the
Raisky family facing a brutal
pogrom (a word meaning a
violent riot aimed at the per-
secution of an ethnic or reli-
gious group) where Jews
were tortured and terrorized
by Russians in the small vil-
lage of Kishinev. Friedman’s
first fifteen chapters are in-
tense and emotional, as the
Raisky family suffers
through both fear and tragedy
- which ultimately results in
their harrowing escape to
America.
    The story is closely based
on an event that took place in
Russia during the early
1900’s, and the repulsive sur-
roundings that women had to
endure working in the gar-
ment industry—conditions
that the family also found
after arriving in America.
    “When my paternal
grandparents and great aunts
and uncles came to this coun-
try in 1912 they all found em-
ployment in the garment
industry,” said Friedman. “I
grew up listening to the hor-
rible conditions they worked
under for so little pay.”
    Friedman grew up in
south Florida and graduated
with a BA in English from
the University of Florida,
where she met her husband
George the first week in a

freshman writing lab.
    “We moved [to north
Georgia] from Boston to es-
cape the cold and to spend
more time with our daughter
and her family,” said the au-
thor.
    Friedman’s work shows
an extraordinary amount of
research—which is enriched
by stories she remembers
from her childhood told by
her great aunts and uncles,
who suffered under the de-
plorable conditions Jews
found themselves forced
into—first in Russia and then
in early 20th century Amer-
ica.
    The women found them-
selves working seven days a
week for a salary of $4 or
about a nickel an hour (which
in today’s dollars would be
just $1.60 an hour).
    Worse than the pay were
the conditions. There were
constant instances of physi-
cal, emotional and even sex-
ual abuse by factory
managers, detailed in many
passages of this book.
    The former English
teacher and seminar market-
ing director wrote Ashes to

“honor all of those” who
worked in that dangerous and
repulsive industry before
unions and government regu-
lations brought some manda-
tory relief to the men who ran
the factories (at that time,
they were always men).
    Friedman notes in the
book’s acknowledgments
that, while the work is fic-
tion, “…the Kishinev
pogrom and the 1910 gar-
ment worker’s general strike
of the Triangle Factory” are
based on actual events that
took place.
    Friedman’s prose is re-
markable for a debut author,
and the conversational dia-
logue is both credible and
easy to follow. Many of the
exchanges between the father
Meyer and his daughter
Miriam will hold the reader
and contribute to the com-
plexity of the family relation-
ships that serve as the core of
this book.
    The dinner-table conver-
sations in this book are ones
we have all had—with chil-
dren, siblings, spouses, aunts
and uncles. In Ashes, they
also result in providing the
foundation of both drama and
humor in this book (although
there is little humor given the
struggles of the characters).
    This is one of those stories
that should be brought to the
screen, either in a mini-series
or perhaps even a PBS Mas-
terpiece event. It’s that ab-
sorbing.
    So far, that hasn’t hap-
pened. “As for movie rights,
the only offers I have gotten
were from two ‘scammers’
who would ‘develop’ a
screenplay if I [paid] the up-
front money,” laughed Fried-
man.
    There are characters in
this book that will leave you
seething—and others who
might remind you of people
in your own family (those
two things not being mutu-
ally exclusive).

    The book’s fourth and
final section begins with
angry (and later regrettable)
words spoken by Meyer to
his daughter Miriam. The
pace of book quickens as the
plot moves toward its searing
conclusion.
    Friedman creates a feeling
of such chaos that you will
find yourself carried through
the book’s final 68 pages, un-
able to stop reading, where
tragedy follows tragedy and
you are hoping for some
brightness before the book’s
riveting conclusion. Don’t
give up on it.
    Friedman told the
Progress that response to her
first book has been positive,
and it is a novel already be-
coming popular among book
clubs.
    I believe this story would
be a source of lively conver-
sation at any book club.
    The book is available at
Barnes & Noble,
Amazon.com and other
places (while you’ll find, as I
did, that while there are many
books entitled Ashes, there is
only one by Sharon Gloger
Friedman).
    While Friedman says she
has considered a sequel, she
is uncertain it will come. In-
stead, she is busy researching
ante-bellum Charleston,
which might be the subject of
her next book.

    [David R. Altman is a for-
mer Georgia Author of the
Year nominee for his poetry
chapbook, Death in the
Foyer. His writing has ap-
peared in many publications,
including the American Jour-
nal of Poetry. He can be
reached at
altmandavidr@gmail.com or
www.davidraltman.com.]

Ashes: debut from Hall County writer a compelling 
historical novel about Jewish workers in early 1900’s

    A new historical novel by
Hall County resident Sheila
Gloger Friedman about the
horrible conditions suffered
by Jewish garment workers
in Russia and the United
States in the early 1900s.

June 4, 5, 6, 7
9 a.m. until 1 p.m.
Ages: rising 3rd grade
through 12th grade
Cost will be $30 for all 4
days
A light snack is included.

Acting Track:  The stu-
dents will learn about the ac-
tors “tool box”, creating a
character, studying a scene,
and put on a short perform-
ance on the last day of class.  

Two levels:  There will be
a series of classes for new
students and a series of
classes for returning students.
These returning kids will
build on the work we did last
year  and  expand their
knowledge of acting and
stagecraft. 

Tech Track: The students
will get a little bit of the act-
ing training but a LOT more
technical theater information.
This will cover a number of
backstage skills.  There will
be classes on lighting,
scenery, stage managing and
directing.  This is open to
both new students and those
who participated in our act-
ing workshop last year.  Ages
for Tech Track students:11
yrs through rising 12th
graders

Enrollment form available
at www.taterpatchplayers.org
or on our Facebook page.
Please enroll by June 1.  We
will accept up to 30 student
for this year’s camp. Scholar-
ships are available for those
with financial need, please

contact us separately at tater-
patchplayers@gmail.com
and put “scholarship” in  the
subject line. 

Any questions, please
contact us by email.  

Auditions for our summer
Youth Theater play, The
Seussification of Romeo and
Juliet,  will be June 7 and 8
from 3– 4:30.

See application for
Tater Patch Players
youth workshop on

page 6B

Youth theater workshop in June
at Tater Patch Theater, sign up now

SIDES
Fries • Mashed Potatoes • Green Beans • Gravy

Homemade Onion Rings • Slaw • Mac & Cheese • Chili

Open
10am–8:30pm … Mon.-Fri.

Sandwiches
BBQ • BLT

Fish • Steak • Tenderloin
Grilled/Fried Chicken
Ham & Cheese • PB&J 

Plates
Chicken Tenders

Grilled/Fried Chicken
Hamburger Steak
Fish • Shrimp

Country Fried Steak
Country Fried Chicken

FOOT LONG SPEED - BIG CHEF SALAD - SIDE
REG.               DOUBLE - CHEESE GRILLED CHICKEN

HOT DOG BURGER FRIED CHICKEN

Speed Burger
562 E. Church St. Jasper, GA

Call Ins Welcome                   706-692-5136

Vegetable Beef SoupCorn Bread Muffins& Crackers are back
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