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Wednesday, 14 January 2026 
1130 social, 1200 lunch 

Veterans Memorial Building,  
1626 Willamette Street, Eugene 

Lunch $20 
 

MENU 
Fresh Green Salad with 3 Choices of Dressings 

Homemade Meatloaf 

Au Gratin Potatoes 

Corn with Roasted Peppers and Onions 

Grandma's Rolls and Butter 

Cookies 
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All graphics have been dutifully screened by Bing.com as either “All Creative Commons” or in the Public Domain. 

M o a a  m e m b e r s h i p  b e n e f i t s  m a n y  

2026 CHAPTER OFFICERS 

President Floyd Bard 688-4172 
1st Vice Pres Ken Evans 914-6235 
2nd Vice Pres Dick Kimbell 915-0405 
Secretary Pat Harris  942-5274 
Treasurer Elaine Callahan 968-1746 
Chaplain  Jonathan Landon 946-3888 
Membership Ken Evans 914-6235 
Newsletter Pat Harris 290-0814 
Webmaster Ginger Banks 484-3336 
Surviving Spouse Michael Pace 636-3745 
    Liaison 

Printing graciously provided by 

 

541-762-8000 

January 

01 New Year’s Day 

14 MOAA Luncheon and Remem-
brance Ceremony, 1130, Vets 

19 Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 

27 Birth of the USPHS Commis-
sioned Officer Corps 

28 Board Meeting, 1200, Vets 

February 

11 MOAA Luncheon, 1130, Vets 

13 National Guard Birthday 

16 Presidents Day 

25 Board Meeting, 1200, Vets 
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The Emerald Empire Chapter of MOAA is a Eugene-based 501(c)(3) non-profit organization that meets regularly at the 
Veterans’ Memorial Building, 1626 Willamette Street. We have 82 members made up of active, retired and former 
members of the nation’s eight uniformed services and their surviving spouses. We, and the national organization, are a 
non-partisan advocate on military personnel matters, especially proposed legislation affecting the career force, the 
retired community and all veterans. As a local chapter, we focus more on the local military and veteran community, 
e.g., supporting the programs of Habitat for Humanity, St. Vincent de Paul and others targeting the Lane County 
veteran population. Other areas of emphasis can be found at http://www.moaa.org/takeaction/. An application to 
join our local chapter or the national MOAA organization can be downloaded from our website’s ABOUT US page. 

“The Emerald Voice” 
is published monthly by Emerald Empire Chapter, Military 

Officers Association of America (MOAA),  

 PO Box 767, Eugene, Oregon 97440-0767  

Email: EmeraldEmpireMOAA@gmail.com 

Copy of newsletter available upon email request. 

At the January 14th luncheon meeting, the Chapter will conduct a remembrance ceremony to 

honor all of our members who have passed or otherwise departed in 2025. President Floyd Bard 

will conduct the ceremony with the assistance of Chaplain Jonathan Landon. 

NOTE: Several of those listed show dates of passing prior to 2025. That happens when we get re-

turned correspondence or late notification by family. 

LTC Cabot H. Clark, USA (Ret) passed on 3-5-2025, leaving behind his wife Dianna. He served in 
1955 and 1956, 1961 through 1966, and 1981 through 1997. 

CPT G. "Wally" Johansen, USA (Fmr) passed 3-23-2025, left behind his wife Sue. He 
served  from 1958 to 1964. 

LTC Earl L. Hain, USA (Ret) passed 5-27-2025. He served from 1958 to 1983, and as Chapter 
President in 1989. 

COL Adalbert "Bert" E Toepel, Jr. passed 12-1-2025, leaving behind his wife of 73 years, Mil-
dred. He served from 1952 through 1979 and served as the Chapter President in 2008/2009. 

Franda Nelson, Surviving Spouse passed in November 2024. Spouse of 2nd Lt Michael Nelson, 
ARNG. who passed away in 2008. 

Surviving spouses and family members are invited to attend the luncheon. The chapter will cover 
the cost of a surviving spouse’s meal. Please make reservations by calling Pat Harris at 541-290-
0814 or by email to: MOAAofEugene@gmail.com, by Sunday, January 11th. 

Time to Recycle… and make money for the veterans of Lane County 

We are continuing to ask you to save your returnable bottles and cans, bring them to a general 

membership meeting, and help us raise money for the Veterans Services 

Fund (VSF). Last year the VSF fund handed out about $3,500 to locally-

focused veteran-oriented non-profit organizations.  

Ken Evans has taken over this project and will have the blue collection 

bags available at all general membership and board meetings. You can ei-

ther (1) fill the bags and bring them to a meeting, OR (2) you can help Ken 

by collecting, sorting and delivering the bags to the recycler. If you choose 

the second option, you will need to get a sticker from Ken to put on the 

bag.  

By the way, if your neighbors aren’t cashing-in their returnables, ask if you can have them for 

our fund. It will help us and help the recipients of our Veterans Service Funds. 

JANUARY PROGRAM AND BRIEFS 

Check out the Christmas party pictures on our website: www.EmeraldEmpireMOAA.org 
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THE PRESIDENT’S CORNER by Floyd Bard 

T his has been a busy year for our Chapter.  There are many accomplishments, awards, events, 
local, and national issues to report on in my article this year.  It has been reported many 

times (newsletters, website, and at our luncheons) that we were awarded the MOAA 5-Star Level of 
Excellence and the two Harris Communication Awards for our newsletter and website.  Great job 
to Dick Kimbell, Pat Harris, Ginger Banks and the entire Emerald Empire Chapter Board, Direc-
tors, and Committee Chairperson. 

With the urging of the Board of Directors and other active members, we attended events in our 
local area to expand the exposure of our Chapter (UO Football Spring Game, Lane County Stand 

Down for Veterans, South Willamette Valley Honor Flight, and the Oregon 
Army National Guard Association).  I, and other Chapter members, will be 
attending the Oregon Army National Guard Association, State Conference, 
at Camp Withycombe on Saturday, February 28, 2026.  I believe this is a 
first and will hopefully be helpful with the membership of our Chapter with 
the Army and Air National Guard officers in Oregon. 

I attended the MOAA National Western Region Leaders Conference in 
Reno, November 2024 and the MOAA State Council meeting, October 2025, at which time MOAA 
National provided guidance for changes for the Chapters in 2025.  The most difficult change that 
Pat was finally able to comply with, was the change in the MOAA Database and accounting for the 
Chapter Officers and members.  Additionally, it was reported that the requirements for the Chap-
ter's Level of Excellence Award was changing, to include becoming more active in our State's Legis-
lative Action for Veterans.  Dick Kimbell and Ken Evans have been outstanding in meeting these 
requirements. 

Finally, I am pleased to report that our Chapter's Federal Tax Exempt status, from 501(c)(19) to 
501(c)(3) was completed in October/November 2025.  This action provides our Chapter with more 
flexibility for donating to Veteran-Centric Non-Profit organizations. Thanks to Ken Evans, Elaine 
Callahan, Pat Harris, Tom Kulick, Michael Pace, Eric Watkins, Dick Kimbell and more for making 
this happen.  Also, Scott Sandgathe was instrumental in working with the ROTC Scholarship En-
dowment, along with Ken Evans and Elaine Callahan, to identify the issues we had this year and 
to work with Benton Community Foundation and make all the necessary revisions and correc-
tions.  The "BottleDrop” recyclables drive continues to "Thrive" with the hard work of John Toens-

ing and Ken Evans. 

I express my genuine appreciation for the members of our Chapter and hopefully everyone had 
a wonderful Holiday and New Year's Day times with your families and close friends.  We have the 
Remembrance Ceremony/Luncheon coming up in January on Wednesday the 14th.  Come and 
remember our members that have passed and share their Celebration of Life.  

MOAA’s Legislative Action Center 

It’s easy to become a participant in MOAA’s virtual advocacy community, the Legisla-
tive Action Center. MOAA has a new way to post your support for topics and legisla-
tion directly to your Congressional Senator and Representative… and it doesn’t re-
quire postage!  First open the moaa.quorum.us website.  Click on “SIGN UP” and fill 
in the blanks. Nothing to it. Now you can go to the All Active Campaign area and start looking 
around. You can read of all the issues that MOAA has taken up and send your support to your 
legislators. You can also tell of your experiences that may help someone better understand the 
need for action. If you’re having trouble getting logged in or would like to discuss one of the is-
sues, contact Ken Evans at ken@eugenegenerals.com. 

The website also has a section that lists all MOAA-supported legislation and gives you the status 
of each issue. This is MOAA’s major area of focus… their primary mission. 

January 19th 

mailto:ken@eugenegenerals.com


4 

2026 ORGANIZATION CHART 

2026 Officers Sworn In at the 4 December Christmas Party 
(L-R) BG Hoffman doing the honors; Floyd Bard, President; Ken Evans, 1st VP; Dick Kimbell, 2nd VP; Pat 

Harris, Secretary; Elaine Callahan, Treasurer, and Board members Les Cunningham and Jonathan Landon. 
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Chapter Dues for 2026: Dues for 2026 were due as of 1 Jan 2026.  So far, only about 64 per-

cent of our members have paid their $35 dues (that’s right… $35 after 1 Jan 2026). If you have 
not already paid, please do so soon to keep us from incurring the additional expense of sending 
out another invoice. Please send a check made out to Emerald Empire Chapter, MOAA, (or just 
"MOAA") to P.O. Box 767, Eugene, OR  97440. 

 

 

 

BRIEFS 

Monthly Column from your Board Members 

January  -  Floyd Bard June  -  Elaine Callahan 
February  -  Les Cunningham September  -  Ken Evans 
March  -  Dick Kimbell October  -  Pat Harris 
April  -  Michael Pace November  -  Michael Pace 
May  -  Joe Snyder December  - Jonathan Landon  

Your Donations in Action 

Our Veterans Service Fund, built from your donations, is funding one Guardian to 

escort a veteran on the next Honor Flight to Washington, DC. The photo is of Em-

erald Empire Chapter MOAA President Floyd Bard presenting the check for $1200 

to Rocky Trotter, Chairman of the Board, South Willamette Valley Honor Flight. 

MOAA… What We Do 
We, and the national organization, are a non-partisan advocate on military personnel matters affecting the career force, the 
retired community and veterans of all the uniformed services. Our main areas of emphasis can be found at http://
www.moaa.org/takeaction. As a local chapter, we focus more on the local military and veteran community, e.g., supporting 
the programs of Habitat for Humanity and St. Vincent de Paul and others targeting the Lane County veteran population.  

Sheldon High School’s a cappella singing group, the Dublinaires 

President 

Bard handed a check for $200 to the Dublinaire’s Director Meghan Perdue… and $165.00 in cash 

from the “hat” that was passed around during their performance. 
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BRIEFS AND ROTC BOOSTERS 

The Emerald Empire Chapter ROTC Boosters provide 
the scholarship monies normally awarded at the an-

nual Cadet Dinner during the May General Meeting. We have zeroed out the 2025 
Booster Fund and are now accepting donations for the 2026 scholarships. Here are 

those who have donated to the 2026 ROTC Booster Fund so far: 

Patrick Harris, CAPT, USCG (Ret) Elaine Callahan, CAPT, USPHS (Ret) Ken Evans, CAPT, USPHS (Ret) 

Scott Sandgathe, CDR, USN (Ret) Richard Kimbell, CDR, USN (Ret) Michael Kennedy, CAPT (CHC) USN (Ret) 

Frank Balazs, 1stLt, USMC (Fmr) Carole Applegate, Surviving Spouse Raymond Byrne, BG, USA (Ret) 

Richard Heyman, Col, USAF (Ret) John Ingman, LTC, USA (Ret) Mary Ann Roos, Surviving Spouse  

Ronald Sticka, Col, USAF (Ret) Darlene Thomasec, LTC, USA (Ret) Lance Englet, COL, USA (Ret) 

Donald Simpson, LTC, USA (Ret) in memory of LTC Patrick Simpson and LTC Edward “Mike” Reuter 

Bert Toepel, Jr., COL, USA (Ret) Barbara Gunn, Surviving Spouse Dick Norton, Lt Col, USAF (Ret) 

Lynette Campbell, MAJ, USA (Ret) Tom Stewart, CDR, USN (Fmr) Les Cunningham, Capt, USAF (Fmr) 

Barbara Gunn, Surviving Spouse David Cooper, Maj, USAF (Ret) John Simmons, CH, Lt Col, USAF (Ret) 

Richard Edwards, COL, USA (Ret) Robert Heaton, Maj, USAF (Ret) Jackie Patterson, Surviving Spouuse 

Larry Senn, LT, USN (Fmr) James Helbling, LTC, USA (Ret) Erven Kincaid, LCDR, USN (Ret)  

Jonathan Landon, Chaplain (MAJ), USA (Ret) 

Booster contact is John Toensing (541) 345-7535.  Checks may be given to the 

Treasurer at meetings or mailed to: Emerald Empire Chapter, P.O. Box 767, Eugene, 

Your 2026 Committee Chairs 

Personal Affairs Michael Pace Membership Ken Evans 

Programs Ken Evans Chaplain Jonathan Landon 

Newsletter  Pat Harris Website Ginger Banks 

House and Calling  Pat Harris ROTC and Awards Eric Watkins 

Historian Eric Watkins Scholarship Fund Dick Kimbell 

You see the term “Committee Chairs” and you think that these are the leaders who make 

sure their teams have the resources and training needed to fulfill their missions. Well, 
that’s a slight misnomer since none of these committees has an additional member. You 
can help remedy that. Only one of these committees requires a particular skill, but all re-

quire your desire to move the chapter toward our goal of helping all of our veterans. 

Do you or your significant other need a name tag? 
Wouldn’t this be an ideal Post-Christmas present? 

You can get one for $5.00. Just let Michael Pace know 
the name you want on the name tag and your service affili-
ation. You can use something like “Army Spouse” for that 
very significant other.  

You can contact Michael at ixoye333@comcast.net or 
541-326-2840. Michael’s phone number is also on the front 
page of this newsletter. 

YOUR NAME 
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BOARD MEETING MINUTES OF 17 DEC 2025 

PRESENT:  Officers: President Floyd Bard, 1st Vice President John Toensing, 2nd Vice President 
Dick Kimbell, Treasurer Elaine Callahan and Secretary Pat Harris.  Board members: Michael Pace, 
Jonathan Landon and Ken Evans. Former board member Frank Balazs, and incoming board mem-
ber Les Cunningham were also in attendance. A quorum was established. 

OPENING:  President Bard called the meeting to order at 1201 hours and led the Pledge of Alle-
giance. Jonathan Landon gave an opening prayer. 

MINUTES: Minutes of the 19 Nov 2025 board meeting were reviewed and approved. 

EMERALD EMPIRE CHAPTER MOAA, TREASURER’S REPORT, DECEMBER 16, 2025  
BALANCE ON HAND: 
 Chapter Operations $   6883.65  
 Veterans Services Fund $   2249.05  
 ROTC Scholarship Drive 2026 $   2171.00 
 ROTC Scholarship Endowment Fund $   7829.84  
 Cadet Dinner Fund $     897.40 
COLUMBIA CHECKING ACCOUNT BALANCE (Dec. 16, 2025)   $ 20030.94 
OLD BUSINESS 

1. Donation to Veteran-Centric Non-Profit Organizations. – Floyd, Elaine. 

Since Dogs of Valor is no longer operating, the $750 will be returned to the Veteran Service 
Fund to be used as needs arise. 

2. Speakers Schedule: 

January-Remembrance Ceremony;, February-Dakota Olson-Harris of the Reveille and Retreat 
Project; and March-Phil Groshong reporting on Veterans Legacy. 

3. Christmas Party After Action Report 

An idea of scheduling our party for daytime, i.e., starting at 1300 or 1400, would allow our 
members to drive home during daylight hours. Board members will discuss with attendees at 
future general membership meetings. Dublinaires can make this work. 

NEW BUSINESS 

1. Remembrance Ceremony agenda/program – Floyd, Pat, Jonathan. 

A. Jonathan Landon will prepare program. He doesn’t plan to put bios/obituaries on the slides 
as they would be hard for everyone to read and would add too much time to the ceremony. 

B. Ginger Banks requested to invite the family of Charter Member COL R.G. Halada to the cere-
mony and include him in the program. Ginger will get details from the family. 

C. Jonathan will contact families of deceased members and advise/invite them to the ceremony. 
Chapter will pay for Surviving Spouses meal, but other guests will have to pay their own way. 

2. USPHS Director position  

Ron Lechnyr volunteered to take the USPS Board position vacated by Ken Evans when he was 
elected 1st VP. The Board will need to vote on the appointment at the upcoming meeting. 

3. Report on Toys for Tots. 

We half-filled the Toys for Tots barrel at the Christmas party, a reflection of the low turn-out. We 
will continue this drive in the future. 

Emerald Empire Chapter MOAA… Who We Are 
We have 82 members made up of active, retired and former members of the nation’s eight uniformed services and their sur-
viving spouses. To join download an application from our website: www.emeraldempiremoaa.org/ABOUT-US . 
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Emerald Empire Chapter 

P.O. Box 767 

Eugene, OR. 97440 

ADDRESS  SERVICE REQUESTED 

MILITARY OFFICERS 

association of 

America 

Thank  You for 
supporting MOAA 

with your 
membership. 

Website: 
www.emeraldempiremoaa.org 

E-mail: 
MOAAofEugene@gmail.com 

It’s 

never 
too late 

to 

become 
a MOAA 

Life 
Member  

 Service, loyalty, 
honesty and  

integrity  

M i l i t a r y  o f f i c e r s  a s s o c i a t i o n  o f  A m e r i c a  

MOAA is the largest veterans’ organization for military officers in the United States, 
with approximately 364,000 members.  

The organization represents those on active duty, former officers, members of the 
National Guard, Reserve, Retirees and  their surviving spouses. 

Chapter Mission Statement: 

The mission of the Emerald Empire Chapter of MOAA is to advocate for our military 
community and connect it to the nation we serve. 

Jan 4, 1889:   

Birth of the  

USPHS  
Commissioned 
Officer Corps 

66% 

2026 
DUES 
PAID 


