lengthy, ongoing process; in the meantime, exhibit projects,
such as the long awaited Sports and Recreation Exhibit, has
been on hold while its space has been used to hold pallet loads
of 880 Squadron memorabilia that hasn’t got anywhere else to

go...

The mantra of all museologists the world-over is “do no harm”
to the artifacts in our care; overcrowding is arguably the
quickest way to incur damage to artifacts, small and large. In
order to rectify this situation and to ensure your aviation
heritage is properly preserved for future generations, | would
ask you to reflect a moment: there is a cost to donating artifacts
to a museum in perpetuity. SAMF is planning to start a
campaign to continue to expand our preservation capabilities:
help us live up to one of the first of four main obligations of a
good museum, specifically, to build and maintain good
collections. With your support we can do this together; | can
assure you this museum holds treasures that are irreplaceable
and priceless, but without the basics in life, a roof over their
head, steady temperature and relative humidity and proper
storage facilities, there is little your SAM staff can do but move

items from pillar to post and hope for the best.
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ANNUAL SAMF DINNER/AUCTION

This years event was
no exception - a
successful Fund
Raising effort. It was a
tremendous success
netting the Foundation
approximately $5500.

Our appreciation to all
those who made this
event so special. In
particular, thanks to
Patti Collacutt the
driving force behind
the auction.

One of the couples
attending were Helen
and Bob Trenholm,
pictured here.

We would be remiss if
a thank you was not given to all our donors and participants.
Without you, we are nothing. Thank you very much.
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President’s Message

from Eugene ‘Buck’ Rogers

The lazy, hazy days of summer
are here - let's enjoy them as
we look forward to the rest of
the Summer and early Fall.

The Restoration program of the
firefly, Avenger and HUP is still
ongoing - thanks to the
volunteers and their dedication
of time and energy.

The SAMF membership is on the rise, partly due to the

personal touch of contacting persons who were behind or who
had forgotten to renew their membership. Thanks to those who
made the phone calls.

The Annual Dinner Auction held 17 Jun at the WO/Sgt’s Mess
was a huge success. The number of attendees was down
slightly, but the total profit was $5000 plus. | would like to
personally thank both the organizers and helpers who made
this event so enjoyable and profitable. Also thanks to those
who donated items for the auction and who attended the event
with a delicious dinner.

My thanks to the SAMF Board of directors for making this year
a “smooth sailing” one! To all SAMF members - thank you for
your contributions and for taking a keen interest in our
Shearwater Aviation Museum Foundation.
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HELICOPTER HAUL DOWN (BEAR TRAP) EXHIBIT
Follow Up

Five individuals took up the challenge to match my $100.00
donation to the Haul Down Exhibit and thanks to one of those
individuals, who made a very large donation, we were able to
raise $5,750.00 towards the exhibit. This is still far short of the
total cost. Again, as usual, all but one donation came from the
local area. If we are to make this into a World Class Museum
and preserve your heritage, we require everyone's support, not
just those in the local area. (see Secretary's column)

Thanks to Fred, Don, Peter, Wilfred & Barry for your support.
Bill Gillespie
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"VU 33 Squadron - A Chronology - 1954-1968", is
now available at the Shearwater Aviation Museum Gift
Shop at a cost of $20 plus shipping and handling.

It traces the history of VU 33 using point-form
highlights and anecdotes for each month with a total of
more than 400 entries during the fifteen year period
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Shearwater’s Galloping Ghost By Rolly West

In the football season of 1953, after a Shearwater Flyer's
victory, a Halifax newspaper sports columnist wrote an
article about the win and the Flyer's newest offensive star
who ran like a “galloping ghost”. Well, after reading the
article, his teammates, like most military people, tagged
Gord MacLeod with a nickname, “Spook”.

Gordon “Spook” MacLeod has the distinction of
having served the longest as a member of the
Shearwater Flyers’ alumni. Through 1953 to 1967,
MaclLeod was an active Flyer, having only missed one
playing season, in 1955, when he and his squadron sailed
in HMCS Magnificent for the annual Fall exercises.
During his lengthy tenure as a Flyer he was a most
versatile offensive and defensive star. MaclLeod was a
member of Flyer Purdy Cup teams in 1956/57/65/66 and
‘67, which included the 1957 Dominion Championship
team. Along with his teammates, was inducted into the
Nova Scotia and Canadian Forces Sports Halls of Fame.

Upon hanging up his cleats as a player, he
became an assistant Flyers' coach under head coaches
Bert McCusker and Joe Carver for two years. In 1966/67
Macleod was Head Coach of the team and led the Flyers
to consecutive Atlantic Senior Football Conference
Championships and berths into the Eastern Canadian
Senior Finals.  With the demise of Flyers football
operations in 1968, MacLeod went on to become a
member of the St. Mary’s University athletic department
and an Assistant Coach of the Huskies football team
under Head Coaches ex-Flyer Bob Hayes and Al Keith.
He remained in this capacity until 1976, with the highlight
of his tenure at St. Mary’s, being a member of the
Huskies’ team that won the coveted Vanier cup in 1973.

“Spook” still resides in Dartmouth, is a SAMF
member, and remains very active as a community
volunteer.
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Presentation -
Fleet Air Arm
| Plaque

| Christine Hines, SAM
| Curator and Fred Sandy,
| SAMF Member.

While attending the FAA’s
AGM and Reunion in
Coventry last April, Fred
was asked to present this
plaque to the Shearwater
Aviation Museum as a
token of their friendship and
cooperation. The plaque
was presented to him by the

FAA President, Read Admiral Adrian Johns C.B.E., who is the
Second Sea Lord and the Rear Admiral Fleet Air Arm.

Fred tells us that he has heard the Admiral speak on many
occasions and he is sure that the future of Naval Aviation is in
good hands. Ed. Thank you Fred.
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FUNDRAISING AUCTION
When: Saturday, September 9".
Supper: 6:30 PM
Auction: 8:30 PM
Live entertainment; 10:30 PM
Where: Pogue Fado Irish Pub Halifax

The SAM Foundation, the NS International Air Show in
collaboration with the Pogue Fado is sponsoring a fund raising
auction and participant's party in support of the Shearwater
Aviation Museum.

dedededededededededede

QUEEN'S VISIT - January 1959 at the Royal York Hotel in
Toronto
From Jack Beard



FLASHBACK...
ROYAL CANADIAN NAVY  132/65 HQ

For immediate release, 21 April, 1955

Employing one of the most versatile types of carrier-borne aircraft, a new operational flight has been added to the
strength of the Royal Canadian Navy’s air component.

Four Avenger aircraft, modified to permit the installation of radar detection gear more powerful than that of most
present day shore stations, make up the unit. It will be known as the A.E.W. (Airborne Early Warning) Flight of VS
881 Squadron, and normally will operate as part of that squadron from HMCS Shearwater, the RCN air station at
Dartmouth, or at sea from HMCS Magnificent.

Acting in a capacity similar to that of shore warning installations, but with the added advantage of height and mobility,
the A.E.W. aircraft, popularly known as the “Guppy” will extend considerably the radar cover of a fleet or convoy at
sea. While its main objective is to provide initial detection and tracking data, the enormous power of the radar set
carried by the aircraft makes possible a number of other functions of both tactical and strategic importance.

Having discovered the presence of a hostile force near the fleet or convoy it is protecting, the A.E.W. aircraft can revert
to the role of strike direction, providing information necessary to bring fighter aircraft into position for attack. In
anti-submarine operations, the aircraft's powerful radar and the advantage of increased height and mobility make it
far superior to ship-borne radar in the location of enemy submarines.

In general scouting and tracking, the A.E.W. aircraft, flying at a relatively high altitude, can blanket an area as large
as the North Sea with one sweep of its radar antenna. Secondary uses to which the A.E.W. flight may be put
include ship direction, helicopter direction, anti-submarine operations, long-range coastal identification by means of
radar, and weather reconnaissance.

A.E.W. aircraft have been in use in the Royal Canadian Navy for some time in training pilots, radar controllers, and
maintenance personnel, but the aircraft of the new flight are the first in the RCN to be placed on a fully operatlonal

basis.
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GUPPY DETACHMENT FALL 1955



GOING TO WORK. With work in progress on ships scat-
tered all over the harbour and basin the degaussing men
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210 Joseph Zatzman Drive
Dartmouth, N.S. B3B 1P4

Bus: 902-435-2824
Fax: 902-435-2704
Email: sales2@guardiantransfer.com
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