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From the Secretary......   
Hi everyone.  It’s time to
think ‘Museum’ again.  The
Museum artifacts and
buildings are here because
v o l u n t e e r s ,  a l m o s t
exclusively Naval Air,
made it happen and it’s
these folks that keep
things  happening. (DND,

through the Wing budget (your taxes)  provides some
operation support,  but expansion, as in the new hangar,
Atrium, etc comes almost exclusively  with volunteers
sweat and charity of our members.)

Your contributions are more important to the Foundation
than ever.  Take a look at our continuing lengthy ‘In the
Delta’ lists.  In 10 years there will be very few you can
count on to continue to maintain this museum and your
heritage.  Let’s try again to get our families involved.  If
they aren’t interested themselves, for their father/mother
and  his/her military heritage, they should be.  That goes
for my family too!

Naval Air, as you knew it, will NEVER happen again!

 It’s up to you to see it is NEVER forgotten.

The bottom line here is to ensure the Museum, if nothing
else at Shearwater,  keeps going even when we don’t.
We have to encourage others to join now to support it.
Your contributions are buying a Museum that enshrines
your memories for your  children to savour throughout
their lives - long after you have joined the Delta list:
Gone, but remembered (just like the Bonnie).  However,
while we have you here with us (I’m selfish - I don’t want
to part with any of you) we’ll savour it together now.

In addition to the above, we are still looking for articles
from you for the newsletter.  Now that we have ‘Hairy
Tales’,  thanks to Jim Stegen’s idea, let’s hear yours.  I’m
sure all the flight’s weren’t perfect  - perhaps you techs
out there may have some ‘Hairy Tale’ stories just sitting
dormant waiting for a time and place to tell them - well
we’re here for you too.

A reminder from CNAG - don’t forget the reunion.  Who
knows, we may never meet again.   Besides, you have to
see the Museum. It’s looking good - very good.    In the
next issue, I’ll do my best to have some photos taken of
some of your heritage.  Keep in touch.   
Kay            (Happy Birthday Aries)

   ***************

“Hold the Mashed Potatoes”
 by Si “Slinky” Green
Ex:   OM;  NA ; OBS; NAV (Didn’t make the AESOP
classification)

The following tale is submitted in response to
Kay’s plea for stories relating to service aboard Bonnie.

It involves two P1 Observers Mates (or perhaps we were
called NA’s) during the ship’s visit to Bermuda in the
spring of 1962. As was the usual practice, the carrier
anchored in Grassy Bay and liberty men were ferried
ashore to Hamilton in a duty boat known as the
“Chauncey M. Depew”.

The two scoundrels implicated were Knobby (Bill)
Clark, and Si (Slinky) Green. Before going ashore all
liberty men were directed to read a notice written on a
blackboard and maintained by the Master-at-Arms, but
brought up to date by the duty crusher. The notice that
particular day stated words to the effect that all leave
expired at 2359, either on board the ship or aboard the
“Chauncey”, whose last departure (we thought) from
Hamilton was midnight. We found out later that the last
trip was around 2100. Knobby and I made it ashore
safely and started our run the way sailors usually conduct
themselves in foreign ports, that is we visited museums,
churches, other tourist attractions etc. We even made it
to the Swizzle Inn, the town of St George’s and Kindley
Airforce Base at the eastern tip of the island. At Kindley
we visited the Senior NCO’s mess to top up before
heading back to Hamilton and securing a ride to Bonnie.
Time was whizzing away unnoticed by our two intrepid
matelots. Suddenly, it was brought to our attention that
the bar was about to close. The time was around 2300.
“No problem “ we both said, expecting a taxi could get us
to the jetty in time. From the base to downtown Hamilton
would normally take between 45 minutes and one hour.

In the first instance, we couldn’t find a cab. We
did finally manage to get one but had to walk about ½
mile to the main gate. Secondly, we quickly discovered
that all motor vehicles in Bermuda were restricted to a
max of 20 MPH. Anyone charged with exceeding the limit
was fined a hefty amount and lost his license for a
lengthy period. It seemed we wouldn’t be able to make
the deadline – even offering the driver a substantial bribe
didn’t help. Nevertheless, we arrived in Hamilton a short
time after midnight and screeched up to the jetty. Lo and
behold there was “Chauncey” alongside and neatly
tucked in for the night. No crew that we could see and no
water taxis available. Knobby and I decided the logical
thing to do would be to bunk down in the midship
passenger space and get some shut eye. We managed
to find a head and a sink where we could perform our
ablutions the following day.

Wakey-wakey next morning  we put ourselves
together as best we could and waited for the crew to get
things moving, expecting to get going around the
beginning of the forenoon watch. Again, no sign of any
living soul who looked like he might be a crew member.
As we sat pondering our fate, Knobby asked me if I could
detect the odor of breakfast cooking. Sure enough
something akin to a Canadian breakfast smell was
wafting our way. But from whence? Bermuda was not
known to have a plethora of restaurants open at 06-0700,
so that didn’t seem a likely prospect for us to get a meal.
Through our eagle eyes we spotted a Royal Navy “A”
Class long range patrol submarine, which I believe was
Auriga, just a jetty or two from where we were. “There’s
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our brecky” said Knobby, trudging off in the direction of
the boat. Our route took us through an area that
contained a good deal of mud, likely caused by a rain
shower or two from the night before. Note: It was usual
for subs to tie up in St. Georges, and later, at the naval
base at Ireland Island. Why she was in Hamilton we
didn’t bother to determine.

We duly arrived and asked a sleepy Corporal of
the Gangway permission to come aboard. Somewhat
surprised, he directed us to the after hatch access and
told us to report to the XO. He wasn’t very interested in
a couple of non-commissioned Canadian aviators looking
for a free breakfast, so he told the two of us to see the
Master-at-Arms who in turn authorized the duty cook to
ensure we were looked after. I must get back to trudging
through the mud and clambering down the ladder into the
sub. We both had a fair amount of mud clinging to our
footwear and as we descended the mud became
dislodged and fell into a pot of mashed potatoes carried
by a messman, or messdeck dodger. He happened to
pass beneath us at precisely the time for a big chunk of
dirt to fall squarely in the middle of the spuds. He
nonchalantly picked up a serving spoon, mixed the mud
in with the potatoes and carried on to his destination. 

The cook told us the menu consisted of hard
boiled eggs, bangers, fried bread, toast, tea of course,
mashed potatoes, as well as some other items. We said
we would like a little bit of each, but to “HOLD THE
MASHED POTATOES”. Neither Knobby nor I had the
heart to tell the submariners that there might be additives
in their food. We thanked all concerned (the crew was
extremely hospitable to us) and returned to the
“Chauncey”, which by this time was showing faint signs
of life. One of the crew said their first trip was not
scheduled until 1100. As the duty boat approached the
gangway we noticed umpteen goofers seemingly
interested in the progress of the boat. As we made our
way to the brow the spectators started cheering and
clapping. For a moment, both Knobby and I wondered
why we should warrant such a spectacular reception. We
thought that perhaps our promotion to C2 had arrived.
Our elation was shattered moments later as we crossed
the brow, and the duty RPO informed us we were in the
rattle for being adrift, and that we were scheduled for
Captain’s Defaulters within a couple of days. That, I have
always presumed, was the reason for our extraordinary
welcome back on board (I was promoted to C2 three
years later and Knobby received his several months after
mine). 

Neither of us had bothered to concoct a story to
impress the Captain as we felt that events were in our
favour. We would relate our understanding of duty boat
schedules, when shore leave expired as well as the
message on the brow chalkboard. Defaulters proceeded
as follows: The Divisional Officer was called in ahead of
our appointment with the Captain. Knobby said I suppose
he is droning on about how wonderful we were and
hopefully recommending to the Captain we be awarded
minimum punishment. We were then called before the
skipper, Knobby first. From outside I could faintly hear

the MAA booming out ……leftrightleftrighthaltoffcaps
rapidly followed by the charge being read. A moment or
two later I was summoned. Same thing ; offcaps etc. and
a list of charges. The navy loved to include as many
sections of the National Defense Act as the disciplinary
staff could squeeze into a charge sheet, just in case the
victim was smart enough to avoid conviction on one,
there was always plenty of room to charge him on
another. The Captain ordered me to explain my version
of why I returned to the ship 12 hours adrift. I hardly had
time to get too far into my excuse when I came to the
piece regarding the chalkboard. The Captain turned to
the MAA asking him if it was correct that the notice had
actually stated the details for the Chauncey schedule as
well as limits placed on shore leave. The Chief said he
couldn’t be sure. The Captain said he wanted to see the
chalkboard. The Master-at-Arms said yesterday’s
messages had been erased. The Captain said “Case
D i s m i s s e d ” . T h e  M A A  b e l l o w e d
“Casedismissedoncapsaboutturnquickmarh. The skipper,
by the way, was Captain Frewer.

In the flats and gangway outside the defaulters’
area we were accosted by some members of our
squadron (VS880) and a few ships company interested
to know the outcome of the trial. We grinned and told
them the verdict. Their jaws fell in disbelief as most of
them had expected some sort punitive justice to be
handed down. We didn’t feel smug or lucky. Knobby and
I felt we were treated with impartiality, and under the
circumstances, the Captain did the right thing by
dismissing the case. Neither one of us got into trouble
again.

Perhaps not as exciting as flying a Tracker
through a “greenie”, night deck landings during cruddy
weather or even experiencing a cat shot, but a brief
illustration of how our life was in the good old days.
Although there were bad times, it is always the good
ones that come to mind. This was one of them. 
I have never been too partial to mashed potatoes since
that trip to Bermuda.

I’ll close my narrative by stating Knobby was a
good shipmate and a first class squadron member. We
were buddies. From time to time I fondly recall some of
the capers we went through together. Sadly, he passed
away last summer. I, for one, often raise a glass in his
memory.

              *****************
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