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Hello, All, 

It's hard to imagine that the end of my first term 
as President is drawing to a close. I am grateful 
to the members of the board and the 
membership for the support and great feedback 
on the initiatives that we have undertaken thus 
far. 

We, as your board, have invested a sizable 
amount of time in renewing and updating the 
operating documents and structure of how the 
foundation is run. We will shortly be adding a 
new aircraft to the SAM’s collection and 
hopefully be celebrating the grand re-opening of 
the SAM after its renovations. Additionally, we 
have embarked on the journey of determining if 
an infrastructure expansion of the SAM is 
possible – which will dictate the next steps of our 
organization. 

The closure of the SAM due to these 
infrastructural challenges has highlighted the 
requirement for the foundation to “step up” (as it 
has in years past) and provide a solution to some 
of the issues. We are in a position to take a 
leadership role in ensuring the future of this great 
establishment, by planning for a robust and 
vibrant museum, and its continued success. In 
the short term, with the SAM reopening soon, the 
Foundation will be there to support them in any 
way that we can. It will be critical for us to 
provide as much support as we can, to get the 
SAM back to operational status. Moving forward, 
our continuing role will be to increase the SAMs 

reach in the community – through the expansion 
of aid for educational opportunities and 
communication tools – and by supporting the 
initiatives that the SAM develops.  We will be 
sitting down with the SAM folks, and determining 
what the requirements are for expansion, and 
taking on the role of Project development and 
the fundraising/campaign. Setting a lofty goal of 
building new infrastructure, will not be a small 
undertaking. This will be a multi-year, multi-
faceted process which will require millions of 
dollars of investment.  Hopefully, this 
revitalization, energy and direction will be felt by 
engaging and reinvesting in current members 
while drawing in new people to assist us grow 
the foundation to new heights. It is with these 
strong partnerships and community support, 
that we can meet any goal we set.   

It is exciting and terrifying – at the same time. 
However, I feel that we have an enthusiastic 
group who are willing to take on this task. 

It is with this in mind and with your support, that 
I, Jason Miller, would be honoured to continue to 
take on these challenges as President, for 
another year. Months of work and commitment 
have produced and completed the necessary 
groundwork to move the foundation forward, and 
with the development of a business and 
communication plan, we can continue to work 
towards a bright future ensuring a legacy for 
future generations.  

Let this moment be the start of a fresh page in 
the story of the SAM and the SAMF – will you help 
me write the next chapter?    

Jason Miller                                           

                                                
President SAMF
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NEW MEMBERSHIPS ½ PRICE CONTACT US FOR FURTHER DETAILS 

Limited me only  

 



 



                                  In The Delta                                   
ABBOTT Dr. Edward Francis “ Bud”   July  2024                                           
BROWN Chester Elmore                      May 2024                                           
DALTON Patrick                                     Mar 2023                                            
EDEN John Bernard                              May 2024                                            
HELMKAY Sydney Dennis                    May 2024                                           
MACDONALD, J.R. Kenneth                May 2024                                           
MCFARLAND Earl Flight Lieutenant  May 2024                                            
O’LEARY  Frances E.                              Dec  2023                                           
PILE Thomas John                                 May 2024                                           
STERLING  (Mo ) Donna                     Jan   2024                                           
WALTON Owen Field                            May 2024                                           
WINDSOR Harry                                    May 2024 

                              By: John Thompson 
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“CARRIER FLYING; ALWAYS EXCITING, NEVER FORGIVING, THE FRIENDS AND THE 
MEMORIES ARE WITH ME ALWAYS” 

 

The above quotaƟon is Exemplified in the following descripƟon of a carrier landing 
in the former RCN carrier WARRIOR, for which this magazine is named. 

 

The Memory Lingers 

          

              Four Seafuries circling in formaƟon above the carrier. Each pilot close 
enough to count the pencil-thin lines of engine oil streaking rearward along the 
next planes belly. The sun beats through the canopy causing beads of sweat to 
form under the leather flying helmet. They irritate the eyes, and roll down the 
neck to saturate the flying suit. From the ship below, relief planes are being 
launched. Suddenly, the word “Charlie” crackles through the earphones, the signal 
for landing on. The formaƟon leader begins a steep descending turn, signaling his 
flight to switch fuel tanks, drop tailhooks, and change formaƟon. Roll out astern 
the ship and fly up the starboard side at 150 feet in Ɵght line-abreast formaƟon. 
The ship’s boiling white wake is sharply visible against the sea’s blue-green 
surface. A quick glance at the flight deck; it’s heaving again today. Leader makes 
an obscene finger gesture, break sharply leŌ heading downwind. A ten-second 
interval and number 2 breaks, then number 3, I’m in number 4. Finish the landing 
checks, then break leŌ in sequence. Check speed. Finish checks, reduce power to 
slow down, then drop the wheels and flaps. Reduce to approach speed. Nose 
already geƫng heavy, compensate with trim. Ship coming up on the port wing Ɵp. 
Begin the turn-in. Two furies safely on board, number 3 nearly there. Nose geƫng 
heavier sƟll. Controls sloppy, check speed- flying near the stall. Landing Signals 
Officer in sight, a gnat-sized individual with a red signal flag at the end of each 
arm.  
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Too high, squeeze off power, ease down a bit. Watch the air speed! Check the 
lineup, increase bank. Too much rudder…. skidding. Geƫng low, add power. Bring 
up the nose … slow response. Check speed! Closing fast. LiƩle aŌ play in the flight 
controls. It’s pucker Ɵme. A split second to go for a cut or a wave off ….. CUT! 
Chop the throƩle, pull back the sƟck to force the tailhook down towards the 
arresƟng wires. Nose rises, ship disappears. Heart- stopping suspense. Then-Snap! 
Twang! The arresƟng wire’s sudden pull. Pitch forward against the harness. The 
jolƟng stop. Piece of cake. And they pay me to do this! 

Note: The above descripƟon of a straight- deck carrier landing was given to Tom 
Copeland for the then SAM FoundaƟon News. Tom sent it along to WARRIOR to 
remind readers of life in an old RCN carrier. 
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From my desk: Karen CollacuƩ- 
McHarg SAMF Admin / Warrior Editor 

           It’s hard to believe it’s been 5 
years from my first day stepping in for 
mom. Geƫng safely through Covid, 
keeping things moving forward with 
memberships, daily operaƟons and 
Warrior magazine as our numbers 
decline has never been more 
challenging.      

           One of my goals passed on from 
mom was to be sure not only the Naval 
Air but all members and groups that 
have passed through Shearwater have 
a voice & place to share their stories 
and experience so they are not 
forgoƩen. Our history is alive and well 
here at the Shearwater AviaƟon 
Museum. It has been an ongoing 
mission of all the colleague’s and 
volunteering here to care for and 
preserve our history and the arƟfacts 
that come into this museum.  

         Our SAM foundaƟon has a great 
group of board members & volunteers 
who meet monthly for planning and 
development sessions for the future of 
our beloved SAM. 

 Here are a few ways you can help us 
reach our goals.                                                  
Send us your stories. 

Support us by conƟnuing your 
membership and pass membership 
informaƟon on to your family members 
and friends who share your passion for 
our history.  Become a volunteer on 
one of our commiƩees, fundraising to 
maintenance and museum guides.         
We have ongoing 50/50 Rafflebox 
draws 
https://www.rafflebox.ca/raffle/samfounda
tion 

500 club Ɵcket draws all summer long, 
you can purchase Bonny Books                     
by: Al Snowie 

Visit our Website: 
hƩps://samfoundaƟon.ca/ 

Visit our online store to pay 
memberships or purchase items. 

You can find all of our Warrior 
magazines on the site, there are lots of 
photos and videos to see. Our Delta list 
can also be viewed. 

We have our Facebook page  for more  
photos.hƩps://www.facebook.com/sam
foundaƟon.ca 
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If you do not use social media, you can 
call me any Ɵme to purchase 
memberships, donaƟons, books or just 
to say Hi.  I can be reached Mon- Sat 
8am-5pm & 6-8pm 902-461-0062 or 
toll free 1-888-497-7779 

If you have photos you want to share 
with us, I will scan them and send 
them back to you if not they will go 
into the archives if we don’t have 
copies of them.  

Something that will help me out 
geƫng informaƟon out to you is please 
update your email and mailing address.  

You can email them to me 
samf@samfoundaƟon.ca or send them 

to me.            

 

 

 

 

 

SHEARWATER AVIATION 
MUSEUM FOUNDATION 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
 

The 35th Annual General 
MeeƟng of the Shearwater 

AviaƟon Museum FoundaƟon 
will be held on Wednesday, 

30 October 2024 at 1330 
hours 

in the Shearwater AviaƟon 
Museum 

Should you wish to join the 
meeƟng via Zoom, please 

provide your email address 

to the FoundaƟon office 
(samf@samfoundaƟon.ca) 

not later than Thursday, 24 
October 2024 
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Order Now! Hard Cover 200 Photos – 336 pages  

        Price $43 Includes Shipping & Handling 

Order Form: 

I would like to order ____ copies of “The Bonnie Book” 

My Cheque is enclosed _____. 

Master Card or Visa 

Card # ________________________________________ 

Expiry ___/____  

Plus, the 3 # security code on back of card__________ 

Name: ________________________________________ 

Address: ______________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

City______________________ Prov ________________ 

Postal Code: _______________________ 

Phone #_______________________________________ 

                  SAMF Mailing Address: 

SAM Foundation 

12 Wing PO Box 99000 Stn Forces 

Halifax, Nova Scotia B3K 5X5 

Phone: 902-461-0062 or 

Toll Free: 1-888-497-7779 

 Email: samf@samfoundation.ca 

                                                                    
SAMF MEMBERSHIP DONATION FORM 

Note: MEMBERSHIP YEAR IS                             
JAN 1 ST –   DEC 31 ST 

Name:________________________________________ 

Address:______________________________________
______________________________________________ 

City___________________ Prov___________________ 

Postal Code____________________________________ 

Phone :_______________________________________ 

Email :________________________________________ 

Status:   Patron $250 yr 

Sustaining $100 yr   Regular $50 yr 

Additional Donation $__________________ 

Building Fund        Warrior Magazine                                         
In Memory             Restoration                                         
Dinner Auction 

Note: If “In Memory or Honour “ Please provide 
name and address of recipient for the family to 
receive a letter of acknowledgement from the 
office administrator. 

Name:________________________________________ 

Address:______________________________________ 

_____________________________________________- 

City:___________ Prov :_____________ 

Postal Code: _______________ 

Payment Method: Money Order, Cash , Cheque, e 
Transfer to samf@samfoundation.ca 

VISA , MASTERCARD 

#_____________________________________________ 

Expiry ____  3 security code on the  _____CVC                
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In Defence of Newfoundland and Labrador. 

As the likelihood of war increased in the late 1930s, the Canadian government 
realized that the defence of its own country hinged on the protecƟon of 
Newfoundland and Labrador. An enemy invasion there would leave Canada’s east 
coast vulnerable to aƩack and threaten convoy routes. Furthermore, ore extracted 
from the mines on Bell Island was vital to Canada’s steel industry, while the 
airports at Gander and Botwood were at the forefront of transatlanƟc flight. 

Aware that Newfoundland did not possess the resources to properly maintain 
defences, the BriƟsh and Canadian governments agreed that Canada would 
assume responsibility. Addressing Parliament on September 8, 1939, Prime 
Minister Mackenzie King stated that “the integrity of Newfoundland and Labrador 
is essenƟal to the security of Canada. By contribuƟng as far as we can the defence 
of Newfoundland … we will not only be defending Canada, but we will also be 
assisƟng Great Britain.” 

Defence Strategy: Canada would commit more than military forces to the defence 
of Newfoundland by also commiƫng $65 million dollars to expand airports in 
Gander and Botwood. Canada would also build a naval base at St. John’s as well a 
ship repair facility at nearby Bay Bulls. 

Also built would be an air bases at Torbay and Goose Bay. Infantry and arƟllery 
units were staƟoned at all these places for addiƟonal protecƟon. 

Towards the war’s end the Canadian and Newfoundland governments revised 
their defence agreements to adjust to peaceƟme condiƟons. The RCAF returned 
its airports at Botwood and Gander to Newfoundland in exchange for $1 million 
and emergency military powers. It also transferred the Torbay airfield to the 
Canadian government, which turned it into a civilian airport in 1946. By the end of 
that year, Goose Bay was the only base sƟll under RCAF command. The Royal 
Canadian Navy also reduced its presence in Newfoundland immediately following 
the war and handed over its St. John’s base to the BriƟsh Admiralty. 

AŌer the war. Officials in OƩawa, meanwhile, had recognized by the end of 1945 
that its eastern neighbour played an important role in the Canadian scheme of 
things and wanted to bring it into confederaƟon. This was not undesirable to 
many Newfoundlanders and Labradorians, who in a referendum held on July 22, 
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1948, voted to become Canada’s tenth province rather than return to responsible 
government. It is widely believed that the events of the Second World War helped 
integrate Newfoundland and Labrador into the North American economy, and 
ulƟmately acted as a midwife to ConfederaƟon. 

Ryan Gingras 

About the Author 

As a member of the Infantry Sgt (Ret'd) Ryan Gingras, CD served with the 1st and 
3rd BaƩalion RCR as well as CSOR in 1 SOC (Special OperaƟons Company).  Ryan 
was an instructor at the 4th Division Leadership School, Petawawa and oversaw 
and ran the Advanced Small Arms instructor course and Army Field Firing Range 
Safety Officer course. He also conducted foreign weapons training for 2 CMBG 
units deploying to Iraq and Ukraine. AŌer reƟring Ryan was a contractor with 
ReƟcle. Today Ryan is a medal and history enthusiast.  

 

 

 

Cape Bauld  
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SS North Ranger @ RCAF Radar Unit #30 Cape Bauld 
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  Memories:       Thank you for your service
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Avia on Technician Class Trade Group 4

Air Fi er Class 1966



AIR BOTSWAIN CLASS







 

 

 



  

Thank you to Shirley MacDonald for submiƫng the puzzle idea for this issue, if you have any words or ideas, please send 
them along to the office and they could be in the next puzzle.
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