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SEA KING - END OF AN ERA...




Even Santa wanted to fly a Sea King!



A wise nation preserves its records, gathers up its muniments, decorates the
tombs of its illustrious dead, repairs its great public structures, and fosters
national pride and love of country by perpetual references to the sacrifices and
glories of the past.
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Front cover photo: ~ December 24, 2012 HMCS
REGINA HMCS Regina’s CH-124 Sea King helicopter
prepares to land on the ship while off of Fujayrah,
United Arab Emirates in the Arabian Sea during
Operation ARTEMIS on December 24, 2012.
Operation ARTEMIS is the Canadian Forces (CF)
participation in maritime security and counter-terrorism
operations in the Arabian Sea region as part of
multinational Combined Task Force (CTF) 150, one of
the three task forces operated by Combined Maritime
Forces (CMF). CMF is a 27 nation naval partnership,
which exists to promote security, stability and
prosperity across approximately 2.5 million square
miles of international waters in the Middle East, which
encompass some of the world’s most important
shipping lanes. The presence of HMCS REGINA in the
Arabian Sea region also gives Canada the flexibility
and capability to respond quickly to emerging crises in
the region.

Photo: Corporal Rick Ayer, Formation Imaging
Services, Halifax. Nova Scotia © 2012 DND-MDN
Canada




FROM THE CURATOR'S DESK By Christine Hines

In the last issue of the Warrior you read the amazing story of LT (P) Barry Troy, the Banshee pilot
| lost after a training accident in 1958 off the coast of Florida. The discovery of some of his flying
gear last fall after Hurricane Irma disturbed the sand dunes was nothing short of miraculous. In
the months since the discovery, the story took on a life of its own.

The Shearwater connection had been startling enough, but more was to come. Lt (P) Troy was a
New Brunswicker (as
am 1), had attended
St. Francis Xavier
University (I
graduated in the
Class of 1992), and
Lt (P) Troy's brother
Edward had been
our Bishop in Saint
John, New
Brunswick, and had
Confirmed me many
years ago; these
" were extraordinary
k coincidences.

During the fall of
2017 and early
winter of this year,
plans were made to
- ensure the artifacts
were handed over to
Canada, and a date
_ " chosen that was 60

} years plus a day to
the anniversary of
Lt(P) Troy's loss. |
was privileged to
have been included
in the Canadian
delegation that went to Florida in late February in order to participate in the artifact repatriation ceremony held at
Mayport Naval Air Station on February 26, 2018. In a ceremony held in an open air facility overlooking the beach, the
proceedings opened with a fly past of two Sea Hawk helicopters, and was well attended by members of the Troy
Family, the United States Navy, the Consul General for Canada in Miami, Susan Harper, delegates from both
Director of RCAF History and Heritage and RCN History offices, RCAF Public Affairs staff, and both the RCAF and
RCN attachés from Washington DC. | was pleased to also find in attendance a 12 Wing member, who was on an
exchange posting in Mayport, and his family.

When | first saw the objects, they were still boxed, with the evidence tape still on the containers, as had been applied
by the Jacksonville Sherriff's Department. After careful removal, | was asked to place the smaller items in a display
on a prepared table, with photographs of Lt (P) Troy. The flying uniform pieces were startling to see, as one item after
another came out of the box, covered in sand, barnacles and shell matter. The extraction of the items from the sand
dune was quite difficult, especially the remains of the parachute. The "excavation" was handled with great care and
concern by both Jacksonville Park Ranger Zach Johnson and Officer Nolan Kea of the Jacksonville Sheriff's
Department. Ranger Johnson is a retired member of the USN, and knew exactly what he was looking at as the items
peeked out from the sand. He also knew how important the discovery of these items would be to this Canadian Naval
Aviator's family.

Following the lovely ceremony, the items were carefully shipped back to the Shearwater Aviation Museum, where they
arrived in good order on March 2, 2018. We have been doing some basic cleaning and stabilization of the items
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before they go to Ottawa later this spring for a viewing, and will return to SAM for eventual exhibit. In our Centennial
year at Shearwater, | am pleased that we'll have a chance to show these objects, as a testament to the dangers of the
job, and a remembrance of those lost in defence of Canada, at home and abroad.

Elsewhere in this issue of the Warrior you'll see information on Shearwater 100 events being held at 12 Wing from
August 1-3, 2018. | hope you'll be able to join us this summer so that we can celebrate this milestone together.

Best regards, Christine

@ Lt Troy’s

Parachute Bag




Presidents report

As | write this a snowstorm is
raging outside, but we know
that this is the season of
renewal and growth. Renewal
and growth also apply to SAM
and SAMF.

Memberships should have been
renewed by now. |It's also time
to recruit new members, both
from your family and the wider
community. Our longtime and
stalwart supporters are dying off and need to be
replaced.

SAMF Board of Directors work for you the members.
Plan on attending the Annual General Meeting in
September and remember you can nominate anyone to
the board of directors as long as they are paid up
members of the Foundation.

Note:  For instance, a person can be a member of the
Fundraising Committee without being a member of the
Foundation.  For those who want to help but don't want
to join organizations.

Growth for SAM means Sea Kings and their support
equipment is coming to the Museum. That also means
large amounts of money is required. Donations to the
Building Fund are urgently needed but full support of the
Fundraising Committee's activities are not only fun but
also necessary.

Renewal is also required in this position, | have been
honoured and challenged filling the position of your
President, for what sometimes seemed like forever and
at other times just a short season.  But, all things must
come to an end and | will not be re-offering for the
2018-2019 season.

John Knudsen
President, SAMF

B ]

....From the Editor

First off, many thanks to those that wrote or called
inquiring about my health. Like so many of us, | am
just getting older and it isn't always pleasant. Lately |
have been plagued with an extremely bad cough/cold.
My doctor has the VON coming in 3 times weekly for a
bit. Even my walking is off the rails. However, when I'm
not at the office, | do complete my work at home where
my computer is set up just like at the office.
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A notice was just sent out to those that were tardy with
their membership. If your name was left on our list in
error, please excuse me - the buck stops here. There
was a sentence saying to just ignore the note if your
name was there and it shouldn’t have been. [l try and
do better.

We are told this is the Sea King - end of an era. You will
see photos of Sea Kings that you have seen before and
articles you have read before in this edition. It's been a
great ride. Hope the Cyclone can do as well.

Things here at the Museum and Foundation could be
better. They still need a building but if the Museum
hasn't been getting any funding to pay for a loan, why
bother. There is no funding for them to pay their staff
either. The Curator has the only secure job.  So who
knows what will happen in the very very near future.

Now for you. | am very grateful that you have been
doing your utmost to keep your membership and other
Donations going strong. | could always depend on you.

Even though you may not live near us, we have several
fund raising opportunities happening this year and | only
hope and pray you will get involved with them.

Please look after yourselves and where possible, your
friends in Naval Air.

Kay

kkkk

Can you identify this?

What is it used for?



HMS Seaborn / RNAS Dartmouth
A Convoluted Lineage Of Names

Ernest Cable / Leo Pettipas

With war clouds on the horizon in 1939, the
British Admiralty realized that the industrial capacity in
the United Kingdom would be hard pressed to meet the
wartime expansion needs of the Royal Navy (RN). If the
RN was to continue to “Rule the Waves”, additional
ships, aircraft and personnel would be required from
North America. Additional aircrew destined for the Fleet
Air Arm (FAA) would have to be trained by the British
Commonwealth Air Training Plan (BCATP) in Canada
and by the United States Navy. Consequently, the
Admiralty planned to establish several Strategic Reserve
Pools in Canada and the United States to administer the
acquisition of warships and aircraft as provided by the
American Lend-Lease policy and the Canadian Mutual
Aid agreement. Additionally, the Reserve Pools would
coordinate the flow of Royal Navy personnel to and from
training establishments in North America. In Canada a
shore-based Strategic Reserve Pool was established at
Halifax, which was initially commissioned as HMS
Seaborn. As the war progressed, Halifax became the
western terminus for trans-Atlantic convoys carrying war
materials to the UK; requiring the RN to establish an air
facility ashore to service FAA aircraft embarked in RN
ships during port visits to Halifax.

HMS Seaborn had a convoluted lineage of
names because the Royal Navy followed a tradition of
double-naming shore establishments and air stations by
commissioning them as ships with the commissioned
names not bearing any relation to their geographic
names. The identity of HMS Seaborn was further
confused by the fact that it was known by four different
commissioned names during its five-year existence.

The First HMS Seaborn

In 1939, Northumberland Ferries Ltd of
Charlottetown PEI acquired an American yacht, which
was immediately drafted into wartime naval service and
berthed in Halifax harbour. On 7 December 1939, the
converted yacht was commissioned HMS Seaborn and
served as the flagship for the Rear Admiral commanding
the Royal Navy's Third Battle Squadron based in Halifax.
In addition to his Third Battle Squadron duties, the Rear
Admiral administered the Strategic Reserve Pool in
Halifax. The Third Battle Squadron urgently required an
airfield ashore to service Swordfish and Walrus aircraft
embarked in its ships as well as for aircraft disembarked
from other British warships during port visits to Halifax.
However, it wasn't until 14 September 1940 that the
Admiralty, with the consent of the Canadian government,
established Royal Naval Air Section (RNAS) Dartmouth,
as a lodger unit at RCAF Station Dartmouth.

7

Organizationally, RNAS Dartmouth was a tender (sub-
unit) to its parent ship, HMS Seaborn, but was frequently
misrepresented by being referred to by the name of its
parent ship, HMS Seaborn. Understandably, two
separate units seemingly named HMS Seaborn created
confusion both in Canada and abroad.

Although RNAS Dartmouth was a tender to HMS
Seaborn, it was responsible to the Admiralty as far as
aircraft facilities were concerned. By arrangement
between the Admiralty and the Canadian government,
contracts were let for construction of the required
buildings with the RCAF supervising the contracts on
behalf of the Admiralty. The main RNAS buildings
consisted of three hangars, a workshop building, an
engine test bed, barracks and messes for the men and
Chiefs and Petty Officers, and a wardroom for the
officers. The RCAF supplied the furniture and mess
equipment and the Admiralty provided all aircraft support
and technical equipment. The RCAF controlled all flying
from their control tower and shared other smaller
sections common to their needs such as safety
equipment.

The RNAS personnel referred to their hangars
as Nos. 1, 2 and 3, but on the RCAF site plan they are
identified as 108, 109 and 110 hangars. No. 108 hangar
was located on the site of the former “D” hangar; and as
of 2008, the site of the new 423 Squadron hangar. No.
110 hangar was situated south of 108, while 109 hangar
was located east of 108 hangar centrally situated at the
north end of the inner ramp. As of 2008, the new 12 AMS
hangar is built on the site of the former 109 hangar.

The RNAS Officers’ mess and quarters were
located on the site of the current Warrior Block; the
NCOs' quarters were located on the east side of Puncher
Ave. at the corner of Boundary Road, while the NCOs'
mess was across the street on the west side of Puncher
Ave. The Victualing Stores building was adjacent to the
mess. The RNAS Administration Building was located on
the south side of Boundary Road between Puncher and
Warrior Avenues.

In August 1940, LCdr. Dennis Foley, a Canadian
engineer/pilot serving in the Royal Navy Fleet Air Arm
was appointed to the staff of Rear Admiral Third Battle
Squadron but upon arrival was immediately assigned to
be the first Officer-in-Charge of RNAS Dartmouth. LCdr.
Foley arrived at the Naval Air Section site with a staff of
three: a Royal Air Force (RAF) Sergeant fitter (aero-
engine mechanic), a RAF Leading Aircraftman rigger
(airfframe mechanic) and a naval stores man. They found
that most of the buildings had been started but none was
near completion. The area where the buildings were
being built was remote from the rest of the RCAF station
with no roads into the new construction area. With the
exception of the taxiways, which had been gravelled, the
site was a quagmire. For the first few months the RCAF




provided temporary quarters and office space at the
marine site (lower base on the shore of Eastern
Passage) and eventually Foley's small staff moved into
their workshop, the first building to be completed.

In May 1941, the number of personnel started to
increase and built up to a basic complement of
approximately 50 personnel; about half were RAF aircraft
trades (the RN was still short of Fleet Air Arm personnel)
with the other half naval trades: regulators, writers and
stores men. Eventually, as many as 200 to 300 people
were stationed at RNAS Dartmouth. These additional
personnel were transients awaiting rail transportation
inland for training, or awaiting sea transportation back to
England following training. These transients were billeted
in a long two-story building at the foot of Morris Street in
Halifax and ferried back and forth across the harbour to
RNAS Dartmouth. The transients were kept busy by
building roads around the RNAS site and landscaping
areas around their buildings; they won many awards for
their gardens (mostly gladiolas) which attracted many
admirers.

The transient ratings wore the traditional British
naval uniform with bell-bottom trousers and the
regulation sailors’ black cap. Fleet Air Arm trainees could
be identified by the white band on their caps in place of
the usual cap tally, and the letters “FAA" were worn on
the left sleeve just above the cuff. Following successful
training their wings were worn just above the “FAA”
badge. The officers wore the letter “A” (for Air Branch) in
the executive curl of their gold rank braid both on their
sleeves and shoulder epaulets. The officers after
graduation wore their wings on their left sleeve just
above the rank braid.

The first crates of disassembled Swordfish
aircraft arrived by sea in June 1941; not all of the
shipment arrived, as some of the convoy ships had been
sunk by U-boats en route from England. Since much of
the aircraft maintenance equipment had not yet arrived
there were problems handling the oversized heavy crates
and assembling the aircraft. However, with much
improvising the first Swordfish, V4312, was test flown on
4 August 1941. Eventually, a Swordfish could be
uncreated and assembled in half a day; however, rigging
the controls took considerably longer because of the
wing-fold and spreading mechanisms. By early 1942,
operations were in full swing and 25 Swordfish could be
assembled in 30 days. By the end of the war over 200
Swordfish were shipped in crates from England,
assembled and test-flown at RNAS Dartmouth.

HMS Saker Il

On 1 October 1941, the Rear Admiral hauled
down his Flag and the Third Battle Squadron departed
for the UK. The Admiral’'s former flagship, the yacht HMS

Seaborn, was decommissioned, renamed HMCS
Sambro and assigned the role of depot ship for Royal
Canadian Navy destroyers and auxiliaries.

With the departure of the Third Battle Squadron
for the UK the Admiralty reorganized its North American
facilities. On 1 October 1941, the Admiralty
commissioned the Strategic Reserve Pool in Washington
D.C., as HMS Saker. to administer the Royal Navy
activities in the United States. The Admiralty followed the
practice of naming tenders after their parent units by
adding a Roman numeral o the parent unit's name.
Therefore, the Strategic Reserve Pool in New York was
commissioned as HMS Saker [. With the
decommissioning of HMS Seaborn RNAS Dartmouth
was left without a parent unii. In keeping with the North
American reorganization. the Admiralty, on 1 October
1941, commissioned RNAS Darimouth as Saker /I, a
tender to HMS Saker but an independent air facility for
FAA aircraft embarked in BN ships visiting Halifax.

HMS Canada

The tenuous command relationship of having
Royal Navy activities in Canada administered from HMS
Saker in Washington D.C. was remedied on 1 August
1942 when HMS Saker Il was decommissioned and
HMS Canada was established in Halifax to administer
the Canadian Strategic Reserve Pool. RNAS Dartmouth
was made a tender to HMS Canada. On 1 March 1943,
the Admiralty established No.1 Naval Air Gunner School
(NAGS) as a lodger unit at RCAF Station Yarmouth to
train FAA Air Telegraphisis and Air Gunners. Although,
No. 1 NAGS and FAA sguadrons that supported the
school were tenders to HMS Canada, No. 1 NAGS was
part of the British Commonwealth Air Training Plan,
which was administered by the RCAF. (The Royal Navy
had commissioned several warships HMS Canada
dating as far back as 1765: the most recent HMS
Canada was a battleship that fought in the First World
War).

HMS Seaborn Reincarnated

On 7 December 1943, RNAS Dartmouth was
commissioned HMS Seaborn as an independent
command, but HMS Canada retained accounting
responsibilities for the new HMS Seaborn. On 1 July
1944, the Admiralty issued an order amalgamating HMS
Canada and HMS Seaborn (RNAS Dartmouth) under the
single name of HMS Seaborn, thus streamlining the
responsibilities of the two Royal Navy facilities in the
Halifax area. The accounting responsibilities (pay and
personnel) for the Royal Navy in Canada were assumed
by HMS Seaborn and the name HMS Canada ceased to
exist. The newly amalgamated HMS Seaborn was under
the direct administrative control of the Commander-in-
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Chief, Canadian Northwest Atlantic, Rear Admiral L.W. Murray, RCN, who was the only Canadian to command
an Allied theatre of war during the Second World War.

After the end of the war HMS Seaborn was paid off on 29 January 1946. The Admiralty donated the 22
Swordfish and three Walrus aircraft still on strength at HMS Seaborn to the Royal Canadian Navy. These aircraft
helped to form the nucleus of the embryonic Royal Canadian Naval Air Arm, which had just been approved by the
Canadian Cabinet on 19 December 1945 and became part of the next chapter in Shearwater’s colourful history.

109 Hangar At Top Of Shearwater Seaborn Ramp
Inner Ramp Late 1950s

Members of the military, including veterans,
save $100 on housecleaning with Merry Maids

_~: As Torch Award Winners for Ethics, Merry Maids of Metro
S B,B,,'?,, ot proudly supports those who have served our country.

We'd like to help you by doing what we do best —
cleaning your home. Sign up today to receive $100 off
the price of housecleaning with Merry Maids.

when you sign up for weekly or biweekly service

Offer includes $20 off each of your first 5 housecleaning sessions. Contact us for full details
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Meet your volunteer

“Mick” Michael Stephenson
These are Mick's words:

“After 32 years of chasing trackers and sea kings around the
world, | was enjoying a typical retirement of golf and old guys
hockey when in November 2004 , John Webber invited me to
join a crew that intended to refurbish a firefly aircraft to flying
condition.

To flying condition was the hook and it was firmly set in my jaw. |
invited my friend Wayne Petitpas to join me and on 5 January
2005 we proceeded to ¢ hangar to see the challenge. Some
thirteen years later the firefly is secure in the museum. It never
did fly but that is another story.

| thoroughly enjoyed every minute that | spent on the firefly and
the many friends that | enjoy at the museum.  Wayne P, Bud A,
John W, John K, Don Logan, Simon & Albert , Nelson and
Monseur Tree.

These days | spend more time in the library than | do at my tool
box. At my age the initiative to work hard has waned
considerably but the smell of hydraulic fluid keeps drawing me
back .*

There is however much more to Mick than stated above, he
exudes quiet competence and willingness to help where ever
needed, his depth of technical knowledge is

used by many, ie other volunteers, the library and the editor of
the Warrior.

He is also a joy to work with, regardless of how difficult or menial the job is. John knudsen, President SAMF

BONAVENTURE ANCHOR

A soldier from the 14 Construction
Engineering Squadron attaches a
piece of steel for a new cradle on
the Bonaventure anchor in Point
. Pleasant Park, Halifax. After years
& of deterioration, the anchor, a
@ memorial tribute to Canadian
M military members who lost their
lives at sea, is being repaired and
upgraded. The aircraft carrier
HMCS Bonaventure, often called
the Bonnie, was decommissioned in
1970. Eric Wynne/COURTESY OF
THE CHRONICLE HERALD.
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LUTZ STREITEL, DARYL ROZON, BRIAN EADY, DEREK CARRIER, TONY HALIDAY,
BILL BOLES, BRUCE SUTHERLAND, MURRAY MCRADU, P KAERSVANG, KEITH FERGUSON,
PETER THACKRAY, AND MIKE RODGERS

1968

from Peter Thackray

The attached article is my way of honouring four guys that
died 50 years ago this February.

The year 1968

For many of you reading this article you won't remember
the year but maybe will recall some of the history from
those days.

This is the year that the Canadian Navy died.

It had many other significant events, some of which | will
list for you...... Martin Luther King was assassinated,
Senator Robert Kennedy was assassinated, Pierre Elliot
Trudeau became Prime Minister of Canada, the Boeing
747 made its maiden flight and Dr Christian Barnard

performed the first heart transplant.

On a personal note, two other events occurred fifty years
ago..... Judy Colter from Dartmouth, and | were married
and four VS880 members died in a crash of CS2F 1543,
attempting to land at CFB Downsview.

In the fullness of time, much came to light about CS2F
1543 after that crash that killed three of my classmates and
acrewman on Feb 2™°1968. Their names were SLT Murray
McRadu from Saskatoon, SLT P Kaersvang from Ingersol,
S/LT Bill Boles from Dartmouth and AB M Schofield from
Islington.

The story of this tragedy begins just two days before the
accidenton Wednesday Jan311968........ the day that the
Navy and Canadian Naval Aviation died. That
event......... the death of Canadian Naval Aviation was well
covered by Brian Worth In the 2016 spring issue of THE
WARRIOR. On the day after Shearwater buried the casket




of Naval Aviation, Thursday February 1,1968 in the
grounds of the Shearwater Wardroom, S/Lt Mike Rodgers,
myself along with AB Schofield did a late afternoon cross
country flight in CS2F 1543 to Moncton and CFB
Gagetown. At Gagetown Mike and | went to the Officers
Mess for dinner. While there the steward came to ask if
one of us would come out of the Mess to talk with AB
Schofield. Schofield advised us that ground crew at
Gagetown had mistakenly fuelled our A/C CS2F 1543 with
the wrong fuel.

The following day was a Friday and like many Fridays that
followed, VS 880 pilots were required to complete cross
country flights in order to maintain their civil flying
qualifications. While this was a bit of a challenge for the
married guys, the single guys had no problem with taking
off for a weekend. On this particular week-end there were
three aircraft on their way west. | believe it was one to
Montreal, one to Toronto and the third to Windsor and then
onto North Bay. All three of us were on the ground at CFB
St Hubert, to fuel up. After fueling up two of us took off for
Toronto and Windsor. When the aircraft | was flying landed
in Windsor, where | disembarked, we went to the tower to
get a MET briefing. As we climbed the stairs to the tower,
someone from the tower coming down the stairs, seeing
our Naval flight suits, said | see
that one of your aircraft went in at ®
Downsview this evening. We not
realizing what he meant, said yes ©
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Kaersvang decided to start the fire in the air procedures
which included fly the A/C, fuel off, power off etc. and then
feather the affected engine. Despite being in the circuit and
minutes from being on the deck, it was felt that the decision
to begin the fire in the air drill was possibly influenced by
the crew having just completed the VU 32 conversion
training......... heavy on emergency procedures. As it turns
out, when they got to the feather the engine, they feathered
the port engine. The immediate unfeathering of this engine,
with full power on, resulted in the A/C flipping over on its
back and crashing in a vertical dive.

| have fond memories of all three mates and our crewman.
I wish | had known them better. When you are 25 or
younger you believe you will live forever. For me the
passing of three friends and colleagues so early in our
careers was a very hard and harsh way to learn about the
nature of our jobs and our own mortality. They left us far
too soon. Unlike the rest of us, they will always be in their
early twenties, at least in our memories of them.

we had some buddies going there =
tonight. He came back with “No | *
meant it crashed!” Shocked hardly
captured our reaction. E

Because Mike Rodgers and | had °
flown the day before the crash with
AB Schofield, it was decided we :
would both go to visit his parents !
to express our personal
sympathies as well as those of the
Squadron and the Navy. Schofield
as | recall had been coming home
to help celebrate his
grandmother’'s 80" birthday. '
Another coincidence of timing was
that Bill Boles’ wife Barb was very
early in her pregnancy. | am really !
not sure that Bill was even aware
at the time of the crash. Barbara
subsequently had a little boy
named Bill.

The ensuing accident investigation
took time of course. Months later
the conclusions of the review board were released. It
indicated that the wrong fuel, the day before, played no role
in the crash. It concluded that while the aircraft was in the
circuit to land they got a fire in the starboard engine
warning light. The flight crew, Murray McRadu and

T
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111 WING RCAFA CENTENNIAL OF FLIGHT MEMORIAL

One of the primary roles of the Royal Canadian Air Force Association is promoting Canada’s rich air force history. In this
regard 111 Wing RCAFA is embarked on a project to commemorate 100 years of aviation history at
Shearwater/Dartmouth. A granite memorial tablet honouring all the formations that served Canada'’s interests from this site
will be erected this year. The proposed tablet is 60" x 30" x 2" which will be mounted on 2 legs affixed to a solid granite base
and is destined for the 12 Wing Memorial Park.

The memorial project began in 2016 as a result of an interest in a commemorative plaque for a fallen airman who was lost
in an aircraft accident from Shearwater. Further investigation of Shearwater losses over the years revealed that information
in this vain was not completely documented and did not fully represent the dedication of all those individuals who served
this base. With the approaching advent of 100 years of aviation history in 2018 the original investigation blossomed into
the significance of recognizing “all” who served over the years. In this regard 111 Wing members approved that concept
and directed a memorial committee to proceed with due diligence. Early in 2017 the committee approached the 12 Wing
OPI of the planned 12 Wing Memorial Park with the proposal to place a monument recognizing this milestone in the park.
We were encouraged to proceed with our plan and subsequently engaged a contractor to fulfill our desire to recognize
this significant anniversary.

The inscription on the monument will be in both official languages and will feature both the RCAFA and Shearwater crests
. Veterans Affairs Canada has been approached for possible financial assistance, however 111 Wing is fully committed
to fund the entire project from their own resources (ie; fund raising , member donations, etc).

111 Wing has a long history of involvement with historical undertakings at Shearwater, most recently participating in the
addition of the Hurricane aircraft replica at the Shearwater Aviation Museum. Our RCAFA Charter dates back to April 20
1978 when 111 Wing formed at Shearwater. Originally, 111 Wing meetings were held in the WO's and Sgts Mess thence
the Flight Deck Lounge and presently, either SAM facilities or lunch hour at Warrior Block .

Over the years the wing has enjoyed a close relationship with regular force personnel through participation in the
Shearwater International Air Show, annual Battle of Britain Parades and various SAM projects. Some of our members are
also actively involved with aircraft restoration projects at the museum and others act as tour guides. The wing also is the
sole sponsor for 615 Air Cadet Squadron and participates actively in all fund raising and support activities. Wing members
are also involved with the Nova Scotia Air Cadet League .

Atthe presenttime 111 wing has been assigned office space in the museum and we meet regularly on the second Tuesday
of each month . Our Wing Membership Chair is John Bowser (902 443 2226).

Naturally there are significant financial costs involved in a project of this magnitude and donations from the aviation
fraternity are welcomed. A trust account has been set up with the RCAFA Trust. A charitable tax receipt is available
through * Canadahelps.org” when making donations to the RCAFA Trust assigned to the 111 Wing Centennial of Flight
Memorial. PER ARDUA AD ASTRA
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BLACKHORSE

August 18th was shaping up to be an interesting day for the
air crew aboard HMCS ST. JOHN'S. The mission of the
day was to fly to Grise Fjord, drop off the Ship’s XO,
Combat Officer and Doc for a community visit and pick up
three local dignitaries, two of whom were Rangers, to
conduct reconnaissance of the Sydkap Glacier on
Ellesmere Island, then return to the ship. The crew,
Captain's Hanley, Zydowicz, and Frederick and Sgt
Saunders were flying Sea King 433, call sign Blackhorse,
embarked for Operation Nanook 2011, the largest of three

annual Canadian Forces Arctic sovereignty operations.

At 0930hrs, Blackhorse took off without a hitch and
proceeded to Grise Fjord for the passenger exchange. On
the way, the weather, which had been forecast to be VFR
with a thin layer at 2000 feet, began to deteriorate. The
approach plate into Grise Fjord depicts a curved approach
path and the note that it is to be conducted day
VMC only, and only attempted by crews familiar
with the area. As we approached the town we
were down to 200 feet and just at the point of
turning back to the ship, when the weather began
to scatter out and the town became visible. The
small town nestled in a bay, surrounded by
mountains, in the shape of a bowl. Not the kind of
place to overshoot an approach. The landing was
conducted without incident but was obviously an |
exciting occurrence for the town. After landing,
the passenger exchange was conducted with a
large number of the town’s population of 134
people watching. It was an unusual sight for them
to see a Sea King helicopter in the Arctic. There
was 3000 pounds of fuel onboard, the clouds
were showing every intention of breaking up as
forecast and we had verified the layer was thin by
climbing above it on the initial transit. So, once
finished on the ground, Blackhorse took-off to do
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some reconnaissance of the glacier. The Canadian
Rangers aboard were eager to investigate the possibility of
getting onto the Sydkap glacier safely using their snow
machines during the winter season as this was their main
transit route to the hunting grounds. An advanced look at
the area would provide the Rangers with valuable
intelligence of the ice features to pass along to hunters in
the area, thereby reducing safety risks in the coming
winter.

After a 30 mile transit Blackhorse was flying in one of the
most scenic canyons that had ever been carved by a
glacier. The crew flew up the canyon to the start of the
glacier, and began filming possible ground routes to its
highest point at 4800 feet elevation. After arriving at the
summit, it was decided to do a confined area approach
procedure to a sand covered, bare patch that looked just
big enough for the helicopter. As we approached the spot
each grain of sand grew. The lack of man made structures
or trees gave the illusion we were closer to the ground than
we were, so the spot was close to a kilometer across and
each grain of sand was the size of a brick. Once on the
ground, the crew disembarked to take some photos from
the top of the glacier. It was a beautiful day with the glacier
spreading in all directions as far as the eye could see. It
was an absolutely amazing moment for all members of the
crew.

Blackhorse then took off towards HMCS ST. JOHN'S with
the transit plus 20 minutes worth of extra to delta fuel in the
tanks. As we passed Grise Fjord on the way south we
could see it was socked in with fog and low cloud. Those
conditions seemed to persist further south than on the
transit to Grise Fjord so the ship was contacted for local
weather. They reported clear and a million so we began to
relax a bit and enjoy the scenery for the transit. About ten
minutes back from the ship we were contacted with







