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How to Repay God
What shall | render to the Lord for all his benefits to me? | will lift up the cup of salvation and call on the name
of the Lord, | will pay my vows to the Lord. (Psalm 116:12-14)

The very use of the language “rendering to God for all his benefits to me” makes me nervous. Payback
can so easily imply that grace is like a mortgage. It’s really generous, but you have to pay it back.

Paul said in Acts 17:25, God is not “served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he
himself gives to all mankind life and breath and everything.” In other words, you can’t give anything to God or
do anything for God that he hasn’t first given to you and done for you.

You see this again in 1 Corinthians 15:10, “By the grace of God | am what | am, and his grace toward
me was not in vain. On the contrary, | worked harder than any of them, though it was not |, but the grace of
God that is with me.” So none of our work can ever be a payment to God, because the very work is another
gift from God. With every deed we do for God we go deeper into debt to grace.

So in Psalm 116 what keeps the paying of vows free from the dangers of being treated like a debt
payment is that the “payment” is, in reality, not an ordinary payment, but another act of receiving which
magnifies the ongoing grace of God. It does not magnify our resourcefulness.

The psalmist’s answer to his own question, “What shall | render to the Lord for all his benefits?” is, “I
will lift up the cup of salvation and call on the name of the Lord.” In other words, | call on the Lord to fill the
cup. To pay back the Lord means to go on receiving from the Lord so that the Lord’s inexhaustible goodness
will be magnified.

Lifting up the cup of salvation signifies taking the Lord’s satisfying salvation in hand and drinking it and
expecting more. We know this because of the next phrase: “l will . . . call on the name of the Lord.” | will call
for more help. What shall | render to God for graciously answering my call? Answer: | shall call again. | will
render to God the praise and the tribute that he is never in need of me, but is always overflowing with
benefits when | need him (which | always do).

Then the psalmist says, in the third place, “I will pay my vows to the Lord.” But how will they be paid?
They will be paid by holding up the cup of salvation and by calling on the Lord. That is, they will be paid by
faith in the promise that more grace — all-sufficient grace — is always on the way. (JP)

Check Out Our New Website: mgfellowship.org

Theology 101 — From the Mind to the Heart: Our next Theology 101 class is this Saturday, October 4th,
at 9:00 a.m...

Wednesday Praise and Prayer: Tonight is our once-a-month prayer gathering at 6:30 p.m.

Women'’s Fellowship: Saturday, October 18", our women will be meeting together to encourage and pray
for one another. Our first meeting will be at the home of Silvia Cripchuck, 4133 Shoalcreek Dr. in Corona, at
10:00 am.

Sunday’s Service: Esther: Living as Exiles (Where is God?) https://youtu.be/gH95QSZfunw
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This Sunday’s Message: Esther: Living in Exiles (Seeing God’s Hand in the Darkness)

Great

Quote: “Grace means that God does something for me; law means that | do something for God. God

has certain holy and righteous demands which he places upon me: that is law. Now if law means that God
requires something of me for their fulfillment, then deliverance from law means he no longer requires that
from me, but himself provides it.” (Watchman Nee)

Prayer Needs:

Please pray for Mary, the mother of one of our members, who has decided to be baptized and commit
her life to the Lord.

Please pray for Pastor Mike’s upcoming trip to Argentina. We will be re-opening a church that has been
closed since covid.

Please continue to pray for Miguel. He is currently staying at the Ayres Hotel and is asking for wisdom
and guidance for him and his 3 children. His desire is to serve the Lord and provide for his family.
Please continue to pray for the family and ministry of Charley Kirk. Pray that his death will impact
millions for the Gospel of Christ and the hope of our nation! “Truly, truly, | say to you, unless a grain of
wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. (John 12:24)
Please continue to pray for Mark N. He is at home and doing better each day but still needs complete
healing from the effects of his illness.

If you have any prayer needs (or praise reports), please let me know by email or text: Pastor Mike, 909-229-
1888 or yeadgod@gmail.com

Church
Church
Prayer:

Mailing Address: 3123 Harrison Street, Riverside, 92503
Meeting Place: 2260 Griffin Way, Corona 92879 (At the Ayres Hotel)
9:00 a.m.

Service Time: 10:00 a.m./Lord’s Supper Communion

For His

Glory!

Pastor Mike
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