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The Gain of Serving God

“They shall be servants to him, that they may know my service and the service of the kingdoms of the countries.” (2
Chronicles 12:8)

Serving God is utterly different from serving anyone else. God is extremely jealous that we understand this —
and enjoy it. For example, he commands us, “Serve the Lord with gladness!” (Psalm 100:2). There is a reason for this
gladness. It is given in Acts 17:25. God is not “served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself
gives to all mankind life and breath and everything.”

We serve him with gladness because we do not bear the burden of meeting his needs. He has no needs. So,
serving him can’t mean meeting his needs. Instead we rejoice in a service where he meets our needs. Serving God
always means receiving grace from God to do what we have to do.

To show how jealous God is for us to understand this, and glory in it, there is a story in 2 Chronicles 12.
Rehoboam, the son of Solomon, who ruled the southern kingdom after the revolt of the ten tribes, chose against serving
the Lord and gave his service to other gods and other kingdoms. As judgment, God sent Shishak, the king of Egypt,
against Rehoboam with 1,200 chariots and 60,000 horsemen (2 Chronicles 12:2-3).

In mercy God sent the prophet Shemaiah to Rehoboam with this message: “Thus says the Lord, ‘You abandoned
me, so | have abandoned you to the hand of Shishak’” (2 Chronicles 12:5). The happy upshot of that message is that
Rehoboam and his princes humbled themselves in repentance and said, “The Lord is righteous” (2 Chronicles 12:6).

When the Lord saw that they humbled themselves, he said, “They have humbled themselves. | will not destroy
them, but | will grant them some deliverance, and my wrath shall not be poured out on Jerusalem by the hand of
Shishak” (2 Chronicles 12:7). But as a discipline to them he says, “They shall be servants to him, that they may know my
service and the service of the kingdoms of the countries” (2 Chronicles 12:8).

The point is plain: serving the enemy and serving God are very different. How so? Serving God is a receiving and a
blessing and a joy and a benefit. Serving Shishak is exhausting and depleting and sorrowful. God is a giver. Shishak is a
taker.

This is why | am so jealous to say that the worship of Sunday morning and the worship of daily obedience is not
at bottom a burdensome giving to God, but a joyful getting from God. That is the true service that God demands. In all
you do, trust me as the giver. (JP).

Theology 101 — From the Mind to the Heart: This Saturday, July 5, is our next Theology 101 class at 9:00
a.m...

Wednesday Prayer: Tonight, at 6:30 pm, we will be meeting for prayer!
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Sunday’s Service: Guest speaker, Dmitry Bgatov, shares his story as a Russian missionary and translator in
Mexico. https://youtu.be/EDGOhjVoh2U

This Sunday’s Message: Honor Such Men: Seeing the Humility of Christ Lived Out! (Philippians 4:18-30)

Great Quote: “He is no fool who gives away what he can’t keep to gain what he can’t lose.” (Jim Elliot)

Prayer Needs:

« Please pray for healing in the relationship of Denise and her brother.

e Please pray for Jennie’s cousin, Jennifer. She was in a head-on collision and has several broken bones
and will need several surgeries to repair.

e Please continue to pray for Mary. She is undergoing treatment for stage 4 kidney cancer. Please pray
for healing and for more good days than bad ones.

¢ PTL —Danielle, who we’ve been praying for, being currently homeless, has found an apartment she can
afford.

e Please continue to pray for the Rivera family in Puerto Rico. Angie Rivera passed away last week.

e Please continue to pray for Mark N. He is at home and doing better each day but still needs complete
healing from the effects of his illness.

If you have any prayer needs (or praise reports), please let me know by email or text: Pastor Mike, 909-229-1888
or yeadgod@gmail.com

Church Mailing Address: 3123 Harrison Street, Riverside, 92503
Church Meeting Place: 2260 Griffin Way, Corona 92879 (At the Ayres Hotel)
Prayer: 9:00 a.m.

Service Time: 10:00 a.m./Lord’s Supper

For His Glory!

Pastor Mike
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Mike Yeamans
Proverbs 3:5-6

“Nothing but God exists for its own sake"

"God magnifies his greatness by making himself the supreme treasure of our hearts, even at great cost to
himself (Rom 8:32), and so serving us in the very act of exalting his glory." (John Piper)
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