A Brief History of the Staffordshire Bull Terrier

The Staffordshire Bull Terrier, or Staffy as they are more commonly known, is a truly
wonderful breed to own that has a rich history and long lineage. The breed was created
in the early 19th century, in Staffordshire, England, by a group of people who wanted to
create a strong, agile and loyal dog. To get to the Staffordshire Bull Terrier as we know it
today, several breeds were crossbred, including Bulldogs, English Mastiffs and White
English Terriers.

The original purpose for creating this breed was for bull and bear baiting, ratting and,
sadly, dog fighting. These were popular blood sports at the time and people would
wager cash and valuables on their favored dogs. However, when dog fighting became
outlawed in 1835 in Britain, these activities were no longer allowed. The breed had to
find another purpose. Luckily, Staffordshire Bull Terriers quickly became a popular
choice as loving family pets that were loyal and protective of their owners.

Over the years, the breed has changed quite significantly from its original form. Today’s
Staffies are much smaller than their ancestors due to selective breeding over
generations for size reduction. They also have shorter muzzles and rounder heads than
their predecessors did, which makes them even more endearing to look at. Additionally,
modern day Staffies are much less aggressive than their ancestors were due to better
socialization practices being used during puppyhood. This has ensured that the
Staffordshire Bull Terrier you meet today will be a well rounded dog with a stable
temperament and a zest for life and everything fun.

The Staffordshire Bull Terrier is an amazing breed with a long history full of fascinating
facts. From being bred as a dog of war to becoming one of Britain’s most popular family
pets, these lovable pups have come a long way! If you’re considering bringing a Staffy
into your home, rest assured that you’ll be adding a loyal companion with a wonderful
sense of humor and a can-do attitude to your family. In fact, you will end up wondering
how you ever managed without one!



