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June 23, 2025

DCR Main Office

10 Park Plaza

Suite 6620

Boston, Massachusetts 02116

William Hickey,

Community Outreach Planning, Design & Resource Protection
mass.parks@mass.gov

Dear Mr. Hickey,

Thank you for speaking with me on Monday, June 23rd, regarding the Back River Watershed Association’s
concerns about the negative impacts of the construction of a new senior center proposed by the Town of
Hingham within the ACEC boundary of Bare Cove Park

As President of the Back River Watershed Association, our mission is to preserve, protect, and promote the Back
River and its watershed in Weymouth, Hingham and parts of Abington, Rockland and Braintree. In 1982, the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts designated the Weymouth Back River and much of the area abutting it as an
Area of Critical Environmental Concern. In addition, the Commonwealth recognizes the historic Weymouth
Back River a Local Scenic River, a Wildlife Sanctuary, and one of Massachusetts’ “Special Places”.

As background, Mary F. Toomey, founder of the Back River Watershed Association, worked diligently to
protect the Back River and was the recipient of many prestigious awards, including the Gulf of Maine Visionary
Award. She worked for decades with Dr. Mary Sears, USNC and Oceanographer at Woods Hole Oceanographic
Institution to save the Weymouth Back River and create nine open-space public parks in the communities of
Weymouth and Hingham. Their work resulted in the restoration of the entire Back River area, true champions for
our environment. It is the responsibility of both the towns of Weymouth and Hingham to honor the ACEC
agreement they share and work to preserve this remarkable natural resource for future generations

The Weymouth Back River serves as the boundary between the towns of Weymouth and Hingham. The two
largest parks bordering the river are Great Esker Park on the Weymouth side and Bare Cove Park on the
Hingham side. These beautiful forested parks provide critical habitat for many forms of wildlife and aquatic life.
There are over 150 species of birds including many rare species listed with the Audubon Society. The Weymouth
Back River supports a valuable estuary providing a nursery for over 30 species of native finfish, shell fish, smelt,
eel, and the historic Weymouth Herring Run.

We strongly believe we must protect the Weymouth Back River and the surrounding ACEC from the negative
impacts of the new senior center planned by the Town of Hingham. Building the proposed 28,000 square foot
senior center, parking for 200 vehicles, and other planned amenities will require the removal of nearly five acres
of forested land inside the ACEC boundary. This represents a significant loss of critical wildlife habitat within

The Back River Watershed Association is a 501(c) (3) tax exempt organization organized to preserve, protect, and promote
the Back River and its watershed in Weymouth, Hingham, and parts of Abington, Rockland, Holbrook & Braintree.
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the ACEC. This loss of habitat would be in addition to the loss resulting from 16 pickleball courts recently
approved by the Town of Hingham located within another part of Bare Cove Park. Clearly, building this senior
center on land designated by the Commonwealth of Massachusetts as an Area of Critical Environmental Concern
compromises the spirit of environmentalism and the purpose of an ACEC.

While our organization is well known, we have limited influence on what is happening in the Town of Hingham.
We urge you to look into this matter and are hoping that your organization can step in to prevent the
development in the proposed location. ACEC’s are rare and we all must work together to protect them.

Attached are several links to sites that provide additional information, a graphic that provides some clarity as to
the location of the proposed senior center and its proximity to the defined ACEC, and other relevant information.

We sincerely thank you for allowing us to reach out to you. Please contact me if our organization can be of
further assistance.

We look forward to hearing from you.

Sincerely,

Linda J. DiAngelo

g "o ;
President, Back River Watershed Association
40 Neck Street
Weymouth, MA 02191

lucyblue@comcast,net
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Ecology & ACEC Program - Mass.gov - https://www.mass.gov/ecology-acec-program

Weymouth Back River ACEC - Mass.gov - https://www.mass.gov/info-details/weymouth-back-river-acec

The Ecology of the Weymouth Back River, A Monograph -
https://www.weymouth.ma.us/sites/g/files/vyhlif8386/f/uploads/final ecology back river 3-18-2019.pdf

Center for Active Living Building Committee recommends Bare Cove Park site for new $33 million senior
center - https://www.hinghamanchor.com/center-for-active-living-building-committee-recommends-bare-cove-
park-site-for-new-33-million-senior-cente/

Site of Proposed Senior Center
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Proposed Site Hingham Senior Center (red) Excerpt of Back River ACEC Map
Blue Circle — Location Reference
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