
Follow the instructions below and you will have no problem retrieving a 98-series 
tax ID number. I have provided my sample, but you can and should do it however 
works for you.

I recommend you put heavier emphasis on my notes and not the template. 

Foreign Entities (IRM 21.7.13.5.13)
A foreign entity/person that does not have income effectively connected with the 
conduct of a trade or business, and does not have an office or place of business or 
paying agent in the United States, is not required to obtain an EIN and does not 
have to file a return.

1. Have something to write with. 

2. Wake up early in the morning (or you may never get thru, and call the IRS 
Philadelphia office @ 267.941.1099. Be professional, no joking around, no small 
talk. Ask who you are speaking with and record their ID number. 

2. They might Ask. Are you calling to set up an LLC?
Answer: No, I am calling to set up a Foreign Trust. (be direct)

3. What is your role in the Trust?
Answer: I am the Trustee. 

4. Who is the Grantor?
The Grantor can be whoever, but it is important that the Grantor does NOT 
have an SSN. 
(A good idea would be to provide the name of your parents or the Doe: John-
Alex, proper status as the Grantor. Either-way, the position that you must not 
deviate from, is that the Grantor does not have a SSN)

5.  Who is the responsible party? The responsible party is the JOHN ALEX DOE 
Agency with the SSN (insurance policy).  This is how I chose to set up my 
affairs. They aren’t happy with the answer sometimes, but just remember, that 
even if the Grantor is Doe, John-Alex, you must maintain that it is separate 
from the JOHN ALEX DOE, Trustee.

6. They will ask for two types of addresses so pay close attention. One address is 
the mailing address (ss4 #4a domestic address) and the street address of the 
organization (ss4 #5a foreign address)

3. You must have foreign address (google one for entertainment purposes only)



4. They will ask you when was the Trust funded. This basically means when did the 
Grantor give value to the Trustee to establish a Trust. Give them a date, or 
perhaps you can tell them that the information is not available right now.

5. Have a completed SS4 application in front of you, because they will only ask you 
questions that are already on the application. 

6. Sometimes they may ask you to fax them the completed SS4 (not usually). 

7. Read the notes below, they are more important than my notes above.

The authority for completing the application can be found in IRM code 
21.7.13 (10-01-2009)

This is how the Agent is trained to discern whether you qualify for the 98
I’ve compiled the important things that you should consider when completing your 
ss4 application. Notice, on my template I didn’t do all these things. I should have. 
Nonetheless I accomplished the objective.

• When completing Line 7b of Form SS-4, the taxpayer should write "N/A" 
in the block asking for an ITIN or SSN unless the taxpayer has an SSN or 
ITIN. 

• On Line 10, the taxpayer should check the other box and specify on the line 
one of the following conditions: For W-8BEN Purposes Only, For Tax 
Treaty Purposes Only, Treas. Reg. 1.1441-1 (e) (4) (vii), or Form 5471.  

• The taxpayer should enter "N/A" on Lines 11 through 17 of Form SS-4. 

• If the foreign entities/individuals above receive a letter from the IRS 
soliciting the filing of a U.S. tax return, the foreign entity/individual should 
respond to the letter immediately by stating that it has no requirement 
to file any U.S. tax returns. Failure to respond to the IRS letter may 
result in a procedural assessment of tax by IRS against the foreign entity. 

• If the application is received over the phone, ask for the caller's name, 
SSN/ITIN, date of birth, and position with the entity. If the caller does 
not have an SSN/ITIN (and therefore cannot be authenticated using CC 
INOLE), the new EIN will still be disclosed to the caller, as long as their 
position with the entity authorizes them to receive it. See IRM 11.3.2.4, 
Persons Who May Have Access to Returns and Return Information Pursuant 
to IRC 6103(e). 




