
MCDP County Executive Leadership Council (and CEC Members),

Thank you for your recent survey and the opportunity to participate in the local
democratic party’s endorsement process, which has been made available to ensure
that the Republican Candidate does win this seat for his party.  As we proceed
through this process, I would like to address the elephant in the room that will likely
interfere with our party’s ability to hold on to the School Board District 6 seat that
Summer Nunn flipped to our party during the 2022 election.  Unlike my democratic
opponent, Summer Nunn, did not have a scandalous cloud over her campaign and
she did not face any conflict of interest allegations from the Republican Party or
news media outlets.  

In a conflict-of-interest case involving an elected official in Davidson County, the
North Carolina Supreme Court, quoted Matthew 6:24: "No man can serve two
masters. For either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted
to the one and despise the other," to make clear the moral and legal error of any
individual who attempts to govern in public office while serving in a contradictory
role in private sector. Such is the case with my Democrat opponent (hereafter
“Opponent”). Additionally;  

North Carolina's conflict of interest law, N.C. Gen. Stat. § 14-234(a) (2001),
mandates that an elected official cannot enter into or benefit from contracts for
their own pecuniary gain. This statute was enacted to prevent public officials
from using their positions for personal profit and to ensure the ethical use of
taxpayer funds. This issue has been spotlighted by multiple media reports since
June, connecting my Opponent to a scandal involving questionable CMS contracts
tied to Charlotte Works Board Chairman, Raki McGregor, who accompanied my
Opponent when she filed for election on July 7, 2025. My opponent is quoted as
saying that she entered after being requested to by others in her workforce
community. 
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Currently, there has been a lack of transparency from my opponent and the Charlotte
Works Board of Directors regarding how they plan to address this conflict if my
opponent is elected to the school board. Specifically, I question whether my opponent
intends to resign from HER position at Charlotte Works and forgo her six-figure salary,
including profit sharing, on all current and future contracts with CMS, Charlotte Works
and their affiliated organizations.  
 
I believe it is imperative that both MeckDems and CEC members understand whether
the Charlotte Works board has discussed additional measures to avoid the appearance
of impropriety, or if they are seeking a loophole. While Charlotte Works may not
prioritize public perception, I believe MeckDems and CEC members should. 
 
The financial risk to Charlotte Works could be substantial if a court determines that the
conflict-of-interest law has been violated. I urge thorough consideration of these
concerns to uphold public trust and accountability.  
 
Attached, you will find my response to your questionnaire with supporting
documentation that demonstrates the importance of addressing the obvious elephant
in the room that needs to be resolved as part of this process.   
 
 



On September 5  I sent the above invitation to a sitting CEC member to share with
members of his precinct.

th

His response was STOP.

I understand that some members of the CEC may have committed their support of my
opponent’s campaign at a time when there was no other candidate in the race.
However, a person’s inability to reconsider the quality of their decision has the odor of
cronyism and can have a SPOILER EFFECT on a campaign.

I AM IN THIS CAMPAIGN TO WIN IT and I am our party’s best chance of holding onto the
non-democratic voters that Summer Nunn brought to our parties campaign in 2022. 

All things considered, it would not be wise for me
to share my campaign strategy in this setting.



School Board Questions: Toni Emehel, School Board District 6 Responses 
 
1. Please tell us your background and what skills you will bring to the Board?  

 
Let’s first address the current situation with my opponent. My Democrat opponent enters this 
race with a scandalous undercurrent that is not easily dismissed. Republicans know it, and 
the news media is openly discussing it. 

 
As a long-time advocate for the students of Charlotte-Mecklenburg schools, I am the only 
Democrat on the ballot for School Board District 6 who will protect students in the district 
from extreme ideologies that interfere with our school system’s funding and focus on 
preparing our students for post-secondary success on all levels. 

 
Please see the attached documents, which are hereby incorporated by reference, for my full 
response to this question. To download my full response and learn more about the Aim High 
with Toni Emehel campaign visit: www.aimhighwithtoni.com. 

 
 

2. Why did you decide to run for School Board and not another elected seat?  
 
Let’s first address the current situation with my opponent. My Democrat opponent enters this 
race with a scandalous undercurrent that is not easily dismissed. Republicans know it, and 
the news media is openly discussing it. 
 
As a long-time advocate for the students of Charlotte-Mecklenburg schools, I am the only 
Democrat on the ballot for School Board District 6 who will protect students in the district 
from extreme ideologies that interfere with our school system’s funding and focus on 
preparing our students for post-secondary success on all levels. 
 
Please see the attached documents, which are hereby incorporated by reference, for my full 
response to this question. To download my full response and learn more about the Aim High 
with Toni Emehel campaign visit: www.aimhighwithtoni.com. 
 

3. Do you have a fundraising goal for your campaign?  
 
Let’s first address the current situation with my opponent. My Democrat opponent enters this 
race with a scandalous undercurrent that is not easily dismissed. Republicans know it, and 
the news media is openly discussing it. 
 
As a long-time advocate for the students of Charlotte-Mecklenburg schools, I am the only 
Democrat on the ballot for School Board District 6 who will protect students in the district 
from extreme ideologies that interfere with our school system’s funding and focus on 
preparing our students for post-secondary success on all levels. 
 
Please see the attached documents, which are hereby incorporated by reference, for my full 
response to this question. To download my full response and learn more about the Aim High 
with Toni Emehel campaign visit: www.aimhighwithtoni.com. 
 



a. How much have you raised to date? Let’s first address the current situation with my 
opponent. My Democrat opponent enters this race with a scandalous undercurrent that is 
not easily dismissed. Republicans know it, and the news media is openly discussing it. 

 
As a long-time advocate for the students of Charlotte-Mecklenburg schools, I am the only 
Democrat on the ballot for School Board District 6 who will protect students in the district 
from extreme ideologies that interfere with our school system’s funding and focus on 
preparing our students for post-secondary success on all levels. 

 
Please see the attached documents, which are hereby incorporated by reference, for my 
full response to this question. To download my full response and learn more about the 
Aim High with Toni Emehel campaign visit: www.aimhighwithtoni.com. 

 
b. Have you received or plan to receive any funding from any Republican or right leaning 

organizations or individuals? Let’s first address the current situation with my opponent. 
My Democrat opponent enters this race with a scandalous undercurrent that is not easily 
dismissed. Republicans know it, and the news media is openly discussing it. 
 
As a long-time advocate for the students of Charlotte-Mecklenburg schools, I am the only 
Democrat on the ballot for School Board District 6 who will protect students in the district 
from extreme ideologies that interfere with our school system’s funding and focus on 
preparing our students for post-secondary success on all levels. 
 
Please see the attached documents, which are hereby incorporated by reference, for my 
full response to this question. To download my full response and learn more about the 
Aim High with Toni Emehel campaign visit: www.aimhighwithtoni.com. 
  

4. How many active volunteers do you have working with your campaign? Let’s first address 
the current situation with my opponent. My Democrat opponent enters this race with a 
scandalous undercurrent that is not easily dismissed. Republicans know it, and the news 
media is openly discussing it. 

 
As a long-time advocate for the students of Charlotte-Mecklenburg schools, I am the only 
Democrat on the ballot for School Board District 6 who will protect students in the district 
from extreme ideologies that interfere with our school system’s funding and focus on 
preparing our students for post-secondary success on all levels. 

 
Please see the attached documents, which are hereby incorporated by reference, for my full 
response to this question. To download my full response and learn more about the Aim High 
with Toni Emehel campaign visit: www.aimhighwithtoni.com. 

 
5. Have you hosted any community events for the district in which you are running?  

 
Let’s first address the current situation with my opponent. My Democrat opponent enters this 
race with a scandalous undercurrent that is not easily dismissed. Republicans know it, and 
the news media is openly discussing it. 
 
As a long-time advocate for the students of Charlotte-Mecklenburg schools, I am the only 
Democrat on the ballot for School Board District 6 who will protect students in the district 



from extreme ideologies that interfere with our school system’s funding and focus on 
preparing our students for post-secondary success on all levels. 
 
Please see the attached documents, which are hereby incorporated by reference, for my full 
response to this question. To download my full response and learn more about the Aim High 
with Toni Emehel campaign visit: www.aimhighwithtoni.com. 
 

a. Do you plan to have any outreach events? Let’s first address the current situation 
with my opponent. My Democrat opponent enters this race with a scandalous 
undercurrent that is not easily dismissed. Republicans know it, and the news media is 
openly discussing it. 

 
As a long-time advocate for the students of Charlotte-Mecklenburg schools, I am the 
only Democrat on the ballot for School Board District 6 who will protect students in the 
district from extreme ideologies that interfere with our school system’s funding and 
focus on preparing our students for post-secondary success on all levels. 

 
Please see the attached documents, which are hereby incorporated by reference, for 
my full response to this question. To download my full response and learn more about 
the Aim High with Toni Emehel campaign visit: www.aimhighwithtoni.com. 

 
6.  With the Federal cuts to the Department of Education and USDA what will be your 

approach to the cuts to the school lunch program?  
 
Let’s first address the current situation with my opponent. My Democrat opponent enters this 
race with a scandalous undercurrent that is not easily dismissed. Republicans know it, and 
the news media is openly discussing it. 
 
As a long-time advocate for the students of Charlotte-Mecklenburg schools, I am the only 
Democrat on the ballot for School Board District 6 who will protect students in the district 
from extreme ideologies that interfere with our school system’s funding and focus on 
preparing our students for post-secondary success on all levels. 
 
Please see the attached documents, which are hereby incorporated by reference, for my full 
response to this question. To download my full response and learn more about the Aim High 
with Toni Emehel campaign visit: www.aimhighwithtoni.com. 
 
Do you have any ideas or plans to find alternative funding streams in order for CMS to be 
able to continue to provide breakfast and lunch to their students? Let’s first address the 
current situation with my opponent. My Democrat opponent enters this race with a 
scandalous undercurrent that is not easily dismissed. Republicans know it, and the news 
media is openly discussing it. 
 
As a long-time advocate for the students of Charlotte-Mecklenburg schools, I am the only 
Democrat on the ballot for School Board District 6 who will protect students in the district 
from extreme ideologies that interfere with our school system’s funding and focus on 
preparing our students for post-secondary success on all levels. 
 



Please see the attached documents, which are hereby incorporated by reference, for my full 
response to this question. To download my full response and learn more about the Aim High 
with Toni Emehel campaign visit: www.aimhighwithtoni.com. 
 

a. What is your strategy for retaining teachers in light of these cuts?  
Let’s first address the current situation with my opponent. My Democrat opponent 
enters this race with a scandalous undercurrent that is not easily dismissed. 
Republicans know it, and the news media is openly discussing it. 

 
As a long-time advocate for the students of Charlotte-Mecklenburg schools, I am the 
only Democrat on the ballot for School Board District 6 who will protect students in 
the district from extreme ideologies that interfere with our school system’s funding 
and focus on preparing our students for post-secondary success on all levels. 

 
Please see the attached documents, which are hereby incorporated by reference, for 
my full response to this question. To download my full response and learn more about 
the Aim High with Toni Emehel campaign visit: www.aimhighwithtoni.com. 

 
7. How will you improve the accessibility of education and after school programs, clubs and 

sports to students in lower income areas, who are mostly black and brown students.  
 
Let’s first address the current situation with my opponent. My Democrat opponent enters this 
race with a scandalous undercurrent that is not easily dismissed. Republicans know it, and 
the news media is openly discussing it. 
 
As a long-time advocate for the students of Charlotte-Mecklenburg schools, I am the only 
Democrat on the ballot for School Board District 6 who will protect students in the district 
from extreme ideologies that interfere with our school system’s funding and focus on 
preparing our students for post-secondary success on all levels. 
 
Please see the attached documents, which are hereby incorporated by reference, for my full 
response to this question. To download my full response and learn more about the Aim High 
with Toni Emehel campaign visit: www.aimhighwithtoni.com. 
 
a. They may not have access to the internet Let’s first address the current situation with 

my opponent. My Democrat opponent enters this race with a scandalous undercurrent 
that is not easily dismissed. Republicans know it, and the news media is openly 
discussing it. 

 
As a long-time advocate for the students of Charlotte-Mecklenburg schools, I am the only 
Democrat on the ballot for School Board District 6 who will protect students in the district 
from extreme ideologies that interfere with our school system’s funding and focus on 
preparing our students for post-secondary success on all levels. 

 
Please see the attached documents, which are hereby incorporated by reference, for my 
full response to this question. To download my full response and learn more about the 
Aim High with Toni Emehel campaign visit: www.aimhighwithtoni.com. 

 



b. They have no access to technology Let’s first address the current situation with my 
opponent. My Democrat opponent enters this race with a scandalous undercurrent that is 
not easily dismissed. Republicans know it, and the news media is openly discussing it. 
 
As a long-time advocate for the students of Charlotte-Mecklenburg schools, I am the only 
Democrat on the ballot for School Board District 6 who will protect students in the district 
from extreme ideologies that interfere with our school system’s funding and focus on 
preparing our students for post-secondary success on all levels. 
 
Please see the attached documents, which are hereby incorporated by reference, for my 
full response to this question. To download my full response and learn more about the 
Aim High with Toni Emehel campaign visit: www.aimhighwithtoni.com. 

 
c. How can we consistently include students who may not speak English as their first 

language? Let’s first address the current situation with my opponent. My Democrat 
opponent enters this race with a scandalous undercurrent that is not easily dismissed. 
Republicans know it, and the news media is openly discussing it. 

 
As a long-time advocate for the students of Charlotte-Mecklenburg schools, I am the only 
Democrat on the ballot for School Board District 6 who will protect students in the district 
from extreme ideologies that interfere with our school system’s funding and focus on 
preparing our students for post-secondary success on all levels. 

 
Please see the attached documents, which are hereby incorporated by reference, for my 
full response to this question. To download my full response and learn more about the 
Aim High with Toni Emehel campaign visit: www.aimhighwithtoni.com. 

 
8. With threats of gun violence recent reports of ICE staging outside of schools, what plan is to 

protect both the students, parents and teachers.  
 
Let’s first address the current situation with my opponent. My Democrat opponent enters this 
race with a scandalous undercurrent that is not easily dismissed. Republicans know it, and 
the news media is openly discussing it. 
 
As a long-time advocate for the students of Charlotte-Mecklenburg schools, I am the only 
Democrat on the ballot for School Board District 6 who will protect students in the district 
from extreme ideologies that interfere with our school system’s funding and focus on 
preparing our students for post-secondary success on all levels. 
 
Please see the attached documents, which are hereby incorporated by reference, for my full 
response to this question. To download my full response and learn more about the Aim High 
with Toni Emehel campaign visit: www.aimhighwithtoni.com. 
 

a. What is your approach to students and families who are afraid to send their children 
to school because of fear? Let’s first address the current situation with my opponent. 
My Democrat opponent enters this race with a scandalous undercurrent that is not 
easily dismissed. Republicans know it, and the news media is openly discussing it. 

 



As a long-time advocate for the students of Charlotte-Mecklenburg schools, I am the 
only Democrat on the ballot for School Board District 6 who will protect students in the 
district from extreme ideologies that interfere with our school system’s funding and 
focus on preparing our students for post-secondary success on all levels. 

 
Please see the attached documents, which are hereby incorporated by reference, for 
my full response to this question. To download my full response and learn more about 
the Aim High with Toni Emehel campaign visit: www.aimhighwithtoni.com. 

 
9. With the removal of DEI from many federal programs and departments, what is your vision 

to keep these important frameworks in CMS schools for both students and staff.  
 
Let’s first address the current situation with my opponent. My Democrat opponent enters this 
race with a scandalous undercurrent that is not easily dismissed. Republicans know it, and 
the news media is openly discussing it. 
 
As a long-time advocate for the students of Charlotte-Mecklenburg schools, I am the only 
Democrat on the ballot for School Board District 6 who will protect students in the district 
from extreme ideologies that interfere with our school system’s funding and focus on 
preparing our students for post-secondary success on all levels. 
 
Please see the attached documents, which are hereby incorporated by reference, for my full 
response to this question. To download my full response and learn more about the Aim High 
with Toni Emehel campaign visit: www.aimhighwithtoni.com. 
 

a. How will you respond to pressure from Conservatives to ban certain books? Let’s 
first address the current situation with my opponent. My Democrat opponent enters 
this race with a scandalous undercurrent that is not easily dismissed. Republicans 
know it, and the news media is openly discussing it. 

 
As a long-time advocate for the students of Charlotte-Mecklenburg schools, I am the 
only Democrat on the ballot for School Board District 6 who will protect students in the 
district from extreme ideologies that interfere with our school system’s funding and 
focus on preparing our students for post-secondary success on all levels. 

 
Please see the attached documents, which are hereby incorporated by reference, for 
my full response to this question. To download my full response and learn more about 
the Aim High with Toni Emehel campaign visit: www.aimhighwithtoni.com. 

 
b. What does CMS need to do to recruit more teachers of color?  

Let’s first address the current situation with my opponent. My Democrat opponent 
enters this race with a scandalous undercurrent that is not easily dismissed. 
Republicans know it, and the news media is openly discussing it. 

 
As a long-time advocate for the students of Charlotte-Mecklenburg schools, I am the 
only Democrat on the ballot for School Board District 6 who will protect students in 
the district from extreme ideologies that interfere with our school system’s funding 
and focus on preparing our students for post-secondary success on all levels. 

 



Please see the attached documents, which are hereby incorporated by reference, for 
my full response to this question. To download my full response and learn more about 
the Aim High with Toni Emehel campaign visit: www.aimhighwithtoni.com. 

 
c. What can CMS do to attract more teachers in general? Let’s first address the current 

situation with my opponent. My Democrat opponent enters this race with a 
scandalous undercurrent that is not easily dismissed. Republicans know it, and the 
news media is openly discussing it. 

 
As a long-time advocate for the students of Charlotte-Mecklenburg schools, I am the 
only Democrat on the ballot for School Board District 6 who will protect students in 
the district from extreme ideologies that interfere with our school system’s funding 
and focus on preparing our students for post-secondary success on all levels. 

 
Please see the attached documents, which are hereby incorporated by reference, for 
my full response to this question. To download my full response and learn more about 
the Aim High with Toni Emehel campaign visit: www.aimhighwithtoni.com. 

 
10.  If you are elected to the Board of Education, what committees would you prefer to 

serve on?  
 

Let’s first address the current situation with my opponent. My Democrat opponent enters this 
race with a scandalous undercurrent that is not easily dismissed. Republicans know it, and 
the news media is openly discussing it. 
 
As a long-time advocate for the students of Charlotte-Mecklenburg schools, I am the only 
Democrat on the ballot for School Board District 6 who will protect students in the district 
from extreme ideologies that interfere with our school system’s funding and focus on 
preparing our students for post-secondary success on all levels. 
 
Please see the attached documents, which are hereby incorporated by reference, for my full 
response to this question. To download my full response and learn more about the Aim High 
with Toni Emehel campaign visit: www.aimhighwithtoni.com. 

 
a.  What skills and skill set do you possess that would serve the body best? Let’s first 

address the current situation with my opponent. My Democrat opponent enters this race 
with a scandalous undercurrent that is not easily dismissed. Republicans know it, and the 
news media is openly discussing it. 

 
As a long-time advocate for the students of Charlotte-Mecklenburg schools, I am the only 
Democrat on the ballot for School Board District 6 who will protect students in the district 
from extreme ideologies that interfere with our school system’s funding and focus on 
preparing our students for post-secondary success on all levels. 

 
Please see the attached documents, which are hereby incorporated by reference, for my 
full response to this question. To download my full response and learn more about the 
Aim High with Toni Emehel campaign visit: www.aimhighwithtoni.com. 

 



11. If you were elected to the Board of Education, what would be your number one priority on 
day one? Please explain. 
 
Let’s first address the current situation with my opponent. My Democrat opponent enters this 
race with a scandalous undercurrent that is not easily dismissed. Republicans know it, and 
the news media is openly discussing it. 
 
As a long-time advocate for the students of Charlotte-Mecklenburg schools, I am the only 
Democrat on the ballot for School Board District 6 who will protect students in the district 
from extreme ideologies that interfere with our school system’s funding and focus on 
preparing our students for post-secondary success on all levels. 
 
Please see the attached documents, which are hereby incorporated by reference, for my full 
response to this question. To download my full response and learn more about the Aim High 
with Toni Emehel campaign visit: www.aimhighwithtoni.com. 

 
12. Why should Mecklenburg County voters vote for you?  

Let’s first address the current situation with my opponent. My Democrat opponent enters this 
race with a scandalous undercurrent that is not easily dismissed. Republicans know it, and 
the news media is openly discussing it. 
 
As a long-time advocate for the students of Charlotte-Mecklenburg schools, I am the only 
Democrat on the ballot for School Board District 6 who will protect students in the district 
from extreme ideologies that interfere with our school system’s funding and focus on 
preparing our students for post-secondary success on all levels. 
 
Please see the attached documents, which are hereby incorporated by reference, for my full 
response to this question. To download my full response and learn more about the Aim High 
with Toni Emehel campaign visit: www.aimhighwithtoni.com. 

  

 



 
  

FACTS SURROUNDING THE 
ELEPHANT IN THE ROOM 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 

July 7, 2025 – Democratic opponent files for office and state’s her why… “experience in 
workforce development prompted encouragement from others to run for office. 

Link to full story: https://charlotteledger.substack.com/p/superintendents-key-advisor-is-backing-
d0b 
 

(Raki McGregor of SYDKIMYL Educational 
Consulting and my opponent on July 7th at 
the Board of Elections.) 

https://charlotteledger.substack.com/p/superintendents-key-advisor-is-backing-d0b
https://charlotteledger.substack.com/p/superintendents-key-advisor-is-backing-d0b


ll 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Days after filing for office and on the heels of three years of declining revenue for Charlotte Works, 
my opponent releases the following vision as President and CEO for CMS Partner Organization, 
Charlotte Works. (Link to full message: https://www.charlotteworks.com/events/vision-in-action-a-note-
from-ceo-anna-london/ 
 

My opponent’s focus is her employer Charlotte Works.  It is not our schools continuing to be underfunded 
by our state and federal government.  It is not teacher pay.  It is getting another contract for Charlotte 
Works.   Her priority two weeks after filing for the school board remains increasing revenue for her 
employer, Charlotte Works, and reducing overhead for Charlotte Works.  

https://www.charlotteworks.com/events/vision-in-action-a-note-from-ceo-anna-london/
https://www.charlotteworks.com/events/vision-in-action-a-note-from-ceo-anna-london/


  

 

 

2023 Charlotte Works Tax Returns:  Total revenue, $6,495,210.00 Salaries and compensation 
$3,781,513.00 and Total Expenses $6,556,307.00. My opponent’s “reportable” compensation prior to 
becoming President and CEO of Charlotte Works was $128,186.00 not including profit sharing or other 
benefits. 

    



 
  

 

 

Board member and Deputy Superintendent of CMS 

Chairman of the Board, Ownership in CMS Partner Sydkimyl 
Educational Consulting, and Paid CMS’ CLEC Executive  

Link to Charlotte Works full filing for fiscal year ending June 2024: 
https://projects.propublica.org/nonprofits/organizations/562098251/202403119349300700/full 

https://projects.propublica.org/nonprofits/organizations/562098251/202403119349300700/full


 
  

 

CHARLOTTE WORKS 
Three years of Declining Revenue 

(- $1,763,601.00) 
2021, 2022 and 2023 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 

The connection between these parties and the vote against a contract increase for SYDKIMYL 
Educational Consulting contributed to District 6 losing their school board representative, Summer Nunn. 

Link for full 
article: 
https://www.wf
ae.org/educati
on/2025-08-
29/charlotte-
mecklenburg-
schools-signs-
new-contract-
with-
consultant-
who-
prompted-
board-
questions 
  
 

 

 

https://www.wfae.org/education/2025-08-29/charlotte-mecklenburg-schools-signs-new-contract-with-consultant-who-prompted-board-questions
https://www.wfae.org/education/2025-08-29/charlotte-mecklenburg-schools-signs-new-contract-with-consultant-who-prompted-board-questions
https://www.wfae.org/education/2025-08-29/charlotte-mecklenburg-schools-signs-new-contract-with-consultant-who-prompted-board-questions
https://www.wfae.org/education/2025-08-29/charlotte-mecklenburg-schools-signs-new-contract-with-consultant-who-prompted-board-questions
https://www.wfae.org/education/2025-08-29/charlotte-mecklenburg-schools-signs-new-contract-with-consultant-who-prompted-board-questions
https://www.wfae.org/education/2025-08-29/charlotte-mecklenburg-schools-signs-new-contract-with-consultant-who-prompted-board-questions
https://www.wfae.org/education/2025-08-29/charlotte-mecklenburg-schools-signs-new-contract-with-consultant-who-prompted-board-questions
https://www.wfae.org/education/2025-08-29/charlotte-mecklenburg-schools-signs-new-contract-with-consultant-who-prompted-board-questions
https://www.wfae.org/education/2025-08-29/charlotte-mecklenburg-schools-signs-new-contract-with-consultant-who-prompted-board-questions
https://www.wfae.org/education/2025-08-29/charlotte-mecklenburg-schools-signs-new-contract-with-consultant-who-prompted-board-questions
https://www.wfae.org/education/2025-08-29/charlotte-mecklenburg-schools-signs-new-contract-with-consultant-who-prompted-board-questions
https://www.wfae.org/education/2025-08-29/charlotte-mecklenburg-schools-signs-new-contract-with-consultant-who-prompted-board-questions
https://www.wfae.org/education/2025-08-29/charlotte-mecklenburg-schools-signs-new-contract-with-consultant-who-prompted-board-questions


  
Link for full 
article:  
https://www.ch
arlotteobserve
r.com/news/lo
cal/education/
article312046
183.html 
 
  
 

 

 

Republicans are talking 
about ethics, 
accountability and my 
Democrat opponent in the 
same breathe… and not 
in a positive way. 

https://www.charlotteobserver.com/news/local/education/article312046183.html
https://www.charlotteobserver.com/news/local/education/article312046183.html
https://www.charlotteobserver.com/news/local/education/article312046183.html
https://www.charlotteobserver.com/news/local/education/article312046183.html
https://www.charlotteobserver.com/news/local/education/article312046183.html
https://www.charlotteobserver.com/news/local/education/article312046183.html


 
  

ANALYSIS OF THE  
ELEPHANT IN THE ROOM 



THE ROLE OF A BOARD MEMBER 
 

My opponent's platform, specifically her passion and emphasis on workforce education starting 
in kindergarten, demonstrates a significant misunderstanding of the core purpose and role of the 
CMS school board and its members. Her attempts to cross-pollinate the corporate vision of an 
external organization, as a workforce development executive, and her desire to carry her 
employer's vision forward by having a more influential position on the CMS school board has the 
propensity to confuse constituents. The primary responsibility of the Board is to ensure a 
comprehensive and foundational education for all students, which prepares them for a wide 
range of future pathways. The view embodied by my opponent in this space is best described 
below. 
 
  

 



 
 
 
 

AIM HIGH WITH TONI 
CAMPAIGN 



If elected, my opponent would face a conflict of interest due to her dual roles.
Her duty to the School Board would require a genuine commitment to ensuring
every student is prepared for success at the post secondary level, which
includes ensuring that all students meet or exceed academic proficiency
standards. 

On the other hand, her position as President and CEO of Charlotte Works, a
role her organization describes as creating an ecosystem, could inadvertently
incentivize creating policies and programs that would wrap success around our
students who consistently perform below academic proficiency standards,
and are therefore not prepared for success at the post secondary level, with
no choice but to enter the school-to-labor-ready pipeline. This would conceal
the systemic failure of our educational system to properly educate all
students. 

WHO WINS WHEN BOTH MASTERS EXPECT 
A STRENGTHENED COMMITTMENT 

[Opponent Follows Her Passion and Students Continue to Lose] 



I am confident that my platform and approach align perfectly with the core expectations
of all families and students in District 6, regardless of party affiliation. 

Through extensive conversations with constituents, it has become clear that workforce
education is not the primary concern for their students, despite it appearing to be the
focus of my opponent's campaign. My understanding of the School Board's role, duty,
and responsibilities is clear, and I am committed to upholding the integrity of its function,
free from any pursuits that might undermine the quality of our students' education and
resources that provide a direct benefit to all students in CMS. 

As a parent with students currently attending schools in District 6, I share the concerns of
families regarding their children's needs in the learning environment. My engagement as
a CMS volunteer further demonstrates my vested interest and commitment to our
community, ensuring my service is not tied to the vision of any external partner
organization. Furthermore, as a retiree, I am able to dedicate my full attention and time
to the vital work of the School Board without competing professional obligations. 

Our shared commitment to educational excellence empowers parents in District 6 to look
beyond party lines to identify me as the strongest candidate to represent their interest on
the school board. My constituents and I are united in our opposition to cronyism in
school board decisions and our unwavering demand for a high quality of education for
our students. 

Therefore, I am the Democratic Parties best hope of defeating the Republican Candidate
in this race. 

Respectfully,

Toni E. Emehel
School Board Candidate District 6
cc: CEC 
Media Outlets 

P.O Box 7252
Charlotte, NC 28241

+704-997-3600
toni.emehel@gmail.com




