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WE NEED WISDOM
Different studies and printed articles suggest that the average person makes between 33,000-35,000
decisions every day.  If the average person sleeps 7 hours a night, then this equates to making about
2,000 decisions per hour, or 1 decision every 2 seconds.  That is a lot of things being decided upon!  
So what do you use as the foundation of the decisions you make every single day.  It has to come
from somewhere or someone.  There can be only 2 sources: (1) from yourself or (2) from God’s
word. 

If the foundation of all our decisions come from ourself, then we can only make a judgement call
based upon: our emotions at that time, what we know about that particular issue, or what someone
else tells us about it.  Most of the time when we make a decision pertaining to our lives we get
results that are on par with what we use to make that decision with in the first place.  So, I think that
is safe to say if we use a flawed foundation from which we make decisions, we will get flawed results
- every single time.  I don’t know about you, but I can remember a lot of decisions I have made in my
life that I got exactly what I deserved  - most, if not all, were horrible results that cost me more in the
end than before I made the decision.
  
So now lets examine the other foundation one can use in the decision making process - God’s word.  
Proverbs 2:6 says, “For the LORD gives wisdom; from His mouth come knowledge and
understanding.”  If God’s word is without error and without the capability to fail, then we are talking
about game-changer type outcomes that have just entered the picture here.  The writer of Proverbs
goes on to say in 3:5-7 to ,” Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and do not rely on your own
understanding; in all your ways know Him, and He will make your paths straight.  Don’t be wise in
your own eyes; fear the LORD and turn away from evil.”  



Bradley Baker
Associational Missions Strategist

bradley.ucba@gmail.com

We have the availability to get God’s opinion about every aspect of our life.  I think that it is a very
awesome thing to consider that the all-powerful, all-knowing, every present Creator of existence
actually care about the decisions we make in our lives.  This is especially true when the decision
pertain to Jesus.

The decision to trust in Christ is at the forefront of God’s heart for us: to come to Him in our
broken state of sinfulness, by acknowledging that we are sinful and have broken God’s perfect
law, by turning from that sin (repent), and by trusting that Jesus came as the only sacrifice that
could take broken people and make them perfect in the eyes of God - this is the greatest decision
to be made by any individual.  This is the very heart of God.

Once we have trusted in Christ as the only way to peace with God, and have chosen to follow
Christ with our lives, the decisions for the believer carry greater and greater weight.  Now every
decision is attached to your walk with Christ.  It either gives credence and validity to your personal
witness for Christ or it tarnishes and confuses your witness for Christ.  The very name of Jesus is
either exalted or mocked by every decision we make in this life.  Don’t get me wrong, there is not
a person who follows Christ that is perfect in every decision - no matter who they are.  It is just
that those following close to Christ are way more sensitive about their lives being fully pleasing to
God.  We, as Christians, should make it our daily life’s goal to be fully pleasing to Him in every
aspect of our lives.

So, if you have read to this place, then thank you for putting up with the craziness that goes
through my brain and my seemingly ramble at times.  But please, make no mistake about it, we all
need the wisdom of God to make solid decisions in life.  We need His wisdom more than anything,
because it is that wisdom that we come to understand Him and His ways more and more.  It
makes and puts everything into an eternal perspective.  It shows that our very mundane
moments of life are submitted and subjected unto the One who gave everything for us to be
made right before His eyes.  Never forget that when we gave our lives to Christ, at that moment,
we were bought with a price and we are no longer our own, we are His that are purchased with
such a great redemption.  



UCBA MEMBER CHURCHES

AMAZIAH - COREY HALL, PASTOR
1163 CR 10 - HICKORY FLAT, MS 38633

BEECH SPRINGS - CORY LANCASTER, PASTOR
1263 CR 188 - BLUE SPRINGS, MS 38828

BETHEL - LEE DILLARD, PASTOR
1011 CR 42 - ETTA, MS 38627

BEULAH - EASTON SMITH, PASTOR
1102 CR 72 - MYRTLE, MS 38650

BLUE SPRINGS - _____________, PASTOR
1739 CR 278 - BLUE SPRINGS, MS 38828

CENTER - JARED BUSBY, PASTOR
1701 CR 121 - BLUE SPRINGS, MS 38828

CORNERSVILLE - PERRY REED, PASTOR
103 CORNERSVILLE ROAD - POTTS CAMP, MS 38659

ELLISTOWN - MIKE POWELL, PASTOR
1006 CR 185 - BLUESPRINGS, MS 38828

ENTERPRISE - ROBERT SHEPPARD, PASTOR
1522 HIGHWAY 30 - MYRTLE, MS 38650

FIRST BAPTIST - DR. ANDREW CHESTEEN, PASTOR
200 EAST BANKHEAD - NEW ALBANY, MS 38652

FREDONIA - J.D. HANKINS, PASTOR
1616 CR 86 - NEW ALBANY, MS 38652

GLENFIELD - KODY MOORE, PASTOR
1032 WEST BANKHEAD - NEW ALBANY, MS 38652

HARMONY - DANIEL SMITH, PASTOR
1015-1 CR 59 - NEW ALBANY, MS 38652

HILLCREST - CHARLIE DAVIS, PASTOR
216 HIGHWAY 15 SOUTH - NEW ALBANY, MS 38652

IGLESIA BAUTISTA NUEVA VIDA - SANTIGO DAMIAN,
PASTOR
216 HIGHWAY 15 SOUTH - NEW ALBANY, MS 38652
HILLCREST BAPTIST OLD SANCTUARY

INGOMAR - DR. THOMAS MAGERS, PASTOR
1112 CR 90 - NEW ALBANY, MS 38652

JERICHO - CHRIS MCCLUSKEY, PASTOR
2179 CR 171 - GUNTOWN, MS 38849

KEOWNVILLE - JERRY BISHOP, PASTOR
1601 STATE HIGHWAY 30 EAST - NEW ALBANY, MS 38652

LIBERTY - _________________, PASTOR
1298 CR 107 - NEW ALBANY, MS 38652

LIGHTHOUSE - DON MCCUTCHEN, PASTOR
721 COULTER DRIVE - NEW ALBANY, MS 38652

MACEDONIA - DR. DAVID GRUMBACH, PASTOR
1033 CR 19 - MYRTLE, MS 38650

MARTIN - ANDY RUSSELL, PASTOR
1352 CR 86 - NEW ALBANY, MS 38652

MOSS HILL - MITCHELL HALL, PASTOR
1111 MOSS HILL DRIVE - NEW ALBANY, MS 38652

MOUNT GILEAD - LARRY BAIN, PASTOR
1281 CR 252 - BLUE SPRINGS, MS 38828

MYRTLE - EARL FARLEY, PASTOR
1714 HIGHWAY 178 WEST - MYRTLE, MS 38650

NEELY - JEREMIAH MCMILLEN, PASTOR
585 HILLCREST COVE - NEW ALBANY, MS 38652

NEW HARMONY - NOAH WHITEHEAD, PASTOR
1064 CR 204 - BLUE SPRINGS, MS 38828

NEW HOPE - KEN WHITE, PASTOR
1501 CR 51 - MYRTLE, MS 38650

NORTHSIDE - MIKE BENEFIELD, PASTOR
782 HIGHWAY 15 NORTH - NEW ALBANY, MS 38652

OAK HILL - VIC GARRISON, PASTOR
1241 CR 73 - MYRTLE, MS 38650

OAKVIEW - _________________, PASTOR
1165 CR 171 - NEW ALBANY, MS 38652

OLD OAK GROVE - BOBBY BUTLER, PASTOR
1561 CR 14 - MYRTLE, MS 38650

PARKS - SCOTT DULEY, PASTOR
1359 CR 171 - BLUE SPRINGS, MS 38828

PLEASANT DALE - DON SPARKS, PASTOR
1014 CR 36 - THAXTON, MS 38871

PLEASANT HILL - _________________, PASTOR
1398 CR 126 - NEW ALBANY, MS 38652

PLEASANT RIDGE - _______________, PASTOR
1016 HIGHWAY 370 - DUMAS, MS 38625

POOLVILLE - LARRY HARRISON, PASTOR
1015 CR 58 - MYRTLE, MS 38650

TEMPLE - DONNIE SCHUMAN, PASTOR
1025 NORTH STREET -  MYRTLE, MS 38650

WALLERVILLE - JOHNNY RAKESTRAW, PASTOR
1441 CR 121 - NEW ALBANY, MS 38652

ZION HILL - __________________, PASTOR
1004 CR 172 - GUNTOWN, MS 38849



MAILING ADDRESS:
UNION COUNTY BAPTIST ASSOCIATION

P.O. BOX 1014
NEW ALBANY, MS 38652

PHYSICAL ADDRESS:
845 SAM T. BARKLEY DRIVE

NEW ALBANY, MS 38652

PHONE:
662-534-3940

WEBSITE:
WWW.UNIONCOUNTYBAPTIST.ORG

OFFICE HOURS:
MONDAY 8AM-5PM
TUESDAY 8AM -5PM

WEDNESDAY 8AM-4PM
THURSDAY 8AM-5PM

ASSOCIATION STAFF:
BRADLEY BAKER

ASSOCIATIONAL MISSIONS STRATEGIST
BRADLEY.UCBA@GMAIL.COM

SHERRY JONES
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT/

FINANCIAL SECRETARY
UNIONCOUNTYBAPTIST@YAHOO.COM

2024-2025 ASSOCIATION OFFICERS:
CHRIS MCCLUSKEY - MODERATOR

JERICHO BAPTIST

KODY MORE- VICE MODERATOR
GLENFIELD BAPTIST

SHERRY JONES - TREASURER/CLERK

ANDREW CHEESTEN - CONVENTION 
BOARD MEMBER

FIRST BAPTIST NEW ALBANY

BIRTHDAYS / ANNIVERSARES

AUGUST
1- LARRY BAIN - MT. GILEAD

2- ANDREW & AUDRA CHESTEN - FBCNA
2- THOMAS MAGERS - INGOMAR

8- SCOTT & HEATHER DULEY - PARKS
8- AUGUSTE HANKINS - FREDONIA

13- LISA HALL - MOSS HILL
18- PERRY REED - CORNERSVILLE

26- PAM BAIN - MT. GILEAD

SEPTEMBER
1- EARL FARLEY - MYRTLE

4- ROBERT & SHERRY SHEPPARD - ENTERPRISE
7- KELSEY MCCLUSKEY - JERICHO

8- BETH BAKER - AMS SPOUSE
12- CHRISTI MCMILLEN - NEELY
17- VIC GARRISON - OAK HILL

25 - BRENDA POWELL - ELLISTOWN



OCTOBER IS
PASTOR

APPRECIATION
MONTH

JUST A REMINDER

A TIME TO HONOR THOSE
WHO SERVE GOD BY SERVING

US



2025 MBCB

Register at mbcb.org/events
 

August 12: FBC Tupelo
 5:15-8:30 • 300 N Church St, Tupelo, MS 38804PM

BREAKOUT LEADERS
Engaging Your Community Through Strategic Planning

WHAT IS IMPACT TRAINING?
Impact provides training for pastors, church
staff, and volunteer leaders in age group
ministries.

PANELISTS

 
Engaging Your Community Through Small Groups

 
Engaging Your Community Through Events

 
Engaging Your Community Through Personal Evangelism

 

Shawn Parker • Jon Martin 
Russell Mord • John Allen May

2025

Theme

Dinner is provided
for those who
pre-register.

Deadline to register
is 1 week prior to the 

event date!

5:15 PM
6:00 PM
6:10 PM
7:00 PM
8:30 PM 

JohnAllenMay, Lead Pastor,EastpointChurch,OliveBranch

Joseph Luby, Associate PastorofEducation, WestHeightsBC, Pontotoc

Clint Ritchie, Community MissionsStrategist, ArkansasBaptists

Chad McCord, Missions MobilizationDirector, MBCB
Don Lum, Evangelism Director, MBCB

Dinner
Welcome
Panel Discussion
Breakouts
Dismissal 

AllLocations:Aug.7Philadelphia•Aug.11Greenwood•Aug.12Tupelo•Aug. 18 Laurel •Aug. 19 Natchez

ENGAGE
YOUR

COMMUNITY 

SCHEDULE

REGISTER HERE



FIRST
IMPRESSIONS
SEMINAR

MISSISSIPPI BAPTIST
CONVENTION BOARD

UNION COUNTY BAPTIST
ASSOCIATION

 MUST
REGISTER

CALL
662-534-3940

EMAIL
UNIONCOUNTYBAPTIST@YAHOO.COM

THE FIRST IMPRESSION OF THE
GREETER IS THE MOST VISIBLE
FACE OF YOUR CHURCH  (NO
MATTER THE SIZE) WHEN YOU
GATHER.  THE GREETER SETS THE
TONE FOR THE CHURCH.  LET US
HELP YOU HELP YOUR CHURCH.  

WHAT WILL BE SHARED

THE 1  3 IMPRESSIONSST

HOW TO RECRUIT WELL
SPECIFIC TRAINING
REPRODUCIBLE IDEAS

MONDAY 
 AUGUST 18
NORTHSIDE 
BAPTIST CHURCH

FROM 6:00 - 8:00 PM

HWY 15 NORTH, NEW ALBANY

LED BY JOHN PACE 
MBCB LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT

ABSOLUTELTY NO COST 



GENERAUDGET CONTRIBUTIONS
General Budget Contributions

This is the giving to the general associational budget for missions and ministries of the UCBA in 
the second quarter of 2025. In this time period UCBA received $29,261.97. The Second quarter 
budgeted expenses were $28,158.45. The following churches gave to the UCBA budget. Thank 

you for your faithfulness!

(April - June 2025)

Amaziah                    $750.00 Jericho                      $ 962.18 Nueva Vida              $ 480.00

Beech Springs            $450.00          Keownville                $749.00 Old Oak Grove         $ 602.52

Bethel                        $460.00 Liberty                       $750.00 Parks                         $ 789.36

Beulah                       $750.00 Lighthouse                 $870.20 Pleasant Dale          $1,468.45         

Blue Springs              $100.00 Macedonia              $1,546.74 Pleasant Hill             $ 733.34

Center                     $1,500.00 Martin                        $300.00 Pleasant Ridge          $ 479.11

Cornersville               $300.00 Moss Hill                   $600.00 Temple                      $ 500.00

First Baptist            $3,000.00 Mount Gilead         $1,133.00 Wallerville                $774.00

Fredonia                  $1,116.00 Myrtle                       $ 200.00 Zion Hill                   $ 221.28

Glenfield                    $750.00 Neely                         $150.00

Harmony                    $200.00 New Harmony        $1,369.20

Hillcrest                     $450.00 New Hope               $1,705.13

Ingomar                  $2,725.06 Northside                   $327.40



We encourage every member church to give

to the missions and ministries of the UCBA.


