Muhammad Ali:
Champion of those in Need

You knev Muhammad Ali as the mosamousboxer in the world!Did you knowhe had
trouble reading when he was growingp? Muhammad Ali called Cassius Clay as a child, had
dyslexa.l A & RA &l praveénihim&ronRanghisidreams come truehough It helped
him achieve them

Sometimes class at Watson Elementary Schoob | ay Q4 F  Fdiye LI | OS
Muhammad. Hehad difficulty sounding out words during reading tim&nd no matter how
hardhetrtB R KS O2dzZ R y S @S Ndhapedikidsiin debsE@iKsome ofQhis £ A 1 S
0§SFOKSNR (K2dAKG KS glayQid avyl NIo
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away, Muhammad drew pictures in class instead of listening to his teacBeme dayde
ignored his work all together and daydreamed.

When Muhammad was 18, histeachers at Louisville Central High Schaeold the
principalthat Muhammad washot ready tograduate fromschool He K | R ffii@hied all of his
classwork, theygrumbled He had missed many days of school,,tbecaus he often trained

for boxing The principaldisagreed wittthe teachers He let Muhammad graduate anyway.



When Muhammad grewolder, henever forgot thepain hefelt struggling to readn
class He decideche wouldhelp peoplewith their hardshipsin life. @ going b do all | can to
KSf L) Li8saidi Sé
One of the things Muhammad did when he got older was stareading series for
young childrena dzK I YYI R RARY Q0 ¢ lthyoiligh@dtihgasReNdag/ Sothe and dzF F S N

his wife Yolanda created a set of

schoolbookdor children whohad reading

difficulties They called the serie&o the
Distance

Muhammad and his wife made
sure kids would have plenty afxciting

books toselectfrom. Theypublished96

different books! Children could read

about sports figures, animalsscience
experiments, planets, livelstory charactersand more.

Muhammad also understood how it feltto be ignored simply because you leaed
differently than others SoA (n@wonderhe joined Best Buddiekternational Best Bddies is a
worldwide program that finds friends for people withtellectual disabilitiegpeople wholearn
slowerthan others dg.

Muhammadmade friendswith severalchildren and adults with intellectual disabilities
at Best BuddiesAt one special evensomeonespotted him slaping ahighfive with a Best
Buddiesfriend. Another time hewas foundwrapping hisarm around a gloomy youngster who
appearedto be wiping away tears

Muhammad Ali once saidbout¥ NA Sy R & X isdhé Nakd&sy/'tRiriy i xhedworld to
explain. It's notsomething you learn in school . . utbif you haven't learned theneaning of
FNASYRAKALE @&2dz NBlIffeé KIFI@Sydid €SIFENYSR yeiaKA

Qurviving hardships makeseople stronger, Muhammad believedeHvas also aware

that sometmes people needencouragementto get through their challenges Ths is why



Muhammad and his wife startethe Muhammad Ali CentefThe motto of the center is Be
Great: Do Great Things
Inside, guests are thrilled witmovies, art,and awardsthat reveal the struggles and
triumphs of Muhammad AliThedazzlingdisplayspump up visitorsand cheerthem on to make
this world a better place.
Following higeliefs about helping peopJéMuhammadworked hardto make this world
a better place Above all, he laboretbr peopletreated unkindly because of theipositionin
life.
One day whilecruisingdown the street wih his daughterl I y I £ adzKIl YYI RQ&
landed on a troublingscene Smeone
was forcinga homeless mamaway from
a restaurant. Muhammad hopped out
of hiscarto investigate
Thetroubled man explainedthat
the workersg 2 dzf Ry Q4 £ SG KAY SIFd Ay&aaRrsS
because hewas homeless. He told Homeless Welcome
Muhammad that he even had money to pay for the fodduhammadstood tall and strutted
through the restaurant doorsHe headedo the back of theeatery and flopped into a seat
along with the homeless maMuhammadand the man ate a meal and talked to each other for
hours.
Muhammadlater told his daughter that he wished he could build a mansion ub gl
the homeless people inMuhammad believed that alpeople have value. He once said,
¢Everything thaGod PllaH ONB I § SR K a | LJzN1lJ22 aSodé
Muhammaddiscoveredhis purpose throughboxing Once, bward the end of higareer,
he agreed to appear on a popular talk show. A yobog stood upfrom the audienceand
asked Muhammad a question:2 K 4 | NS @2dz I32Ay3 (G2 R2 6KSy @32
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