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I lean against the kitchen counter as I mick through the venu 
suggestions that arridey in toya’ps .ostw I skiv yoWn the o.tions any 
Wonyer again What I Wouly like to hade as v’ brst veal as a varriey 
Wovanw Shat yoes this veal sa’ a?out ve any Aav as a cou.lef Dre 
We the t’.e oN cou.le Who Wouly serde lo?sterf Atu,ey chickenf Huo 
oN ?eeNf

xothing Neels like it Wouly ?e rightR any Ipv a little Nrustratey With 
v’selN ?ecause it shouly ?e a siv.le yecisionw It shouly hade ?een 
sovething We agreey on ages agoR any it irritates ve that Aav any I 
hadenpt bnalisey it ’etw

I .ut the venu yoWn any ru? at v’ tev.les to tr’ to shake sove 
oN the stress Nrov vew I neey Aav to sit yoWn With ve any yeciye 
togetherw Oe has giden ve a vultituye oN eXcuses all vonth any itps 
giden ve a heayache I yonpt Want to yeal With an’ longerw Aettling the 
venu Will ?e one thing We can tick o, the listR .ut ?ehiny usR any start 
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to Nocus on What a Weyying is su..osey to ?e a?out G the To’ oN our 
unionR our lodew xot getting into little Nrustratey condersations a?out 
What t’.e oN moWers he vight Want Nor the ?uttonholesw I yonpt care 
a?out ?uttonholesR ?ut he neeys to yeciye so We can tick o, the listR 
giden hepll ?e the one Wearing thevw

I yro. the venu onto the counterto. any then .otter across the 
kitchen to check the yinner I hade in the sloW cookerw I liNt the liy to 
gide it a stirw “’ vouth Waters as the arovas hit vew ”oy ?less the sloW 
cookerR a little e,ort in the vorning any v’ edening is so vuch easierw

I .ut the liy ?ack onto the sloW cookerR checking the tivew Aav 
shouly hade ?een hove ?’ noWR ?ut it isnpt unusual Nor hiv to ?e 
late recentl’w Oeps ?een Working longer shiNts at the garagew I sWitch 
the cooker on to the kee. Warv setting rather than cook any I Walk 
through the kitchenR tiy’ing things aWa’ to bll the tivew Aav Was 
clearl’ in a rush this vorning When he leNtw Uhereps a yirt’ rag neXt 
to the sinkR any vore oN his itevs streWn in the liding roov as I Walk 
through the houseR .icking things u. to .ut aWa’w

I clear through the yoWnstairs section oN the housew Ipv Nairl’ sure 
Ipll bny vore things to .ut aWa’ When I vake it u.stairs laterw

Ipv .utting sove things in the Washing vachine in the launyr’ 
roov When I hear the Nront yoor o.eningw

-Oe’RC I callw I .our in the yetergent any Walk out oN the launyr’ 
roovR Toining hiv in the hallWa’w

-Oe’RC he re.liesw Oeps looking at his bngernailsR any I tr’ not to 
NroWn When I see heps leNt yirt’ bnger.rints on the yoor When he 
closey itw

-Uea is reay’w Ho ’ou neey to Wash u.f I thought We couly bnalise 
the venu Nor the Weyying tonightwC

-Ipll Wash u. iN ’ou Want to yish u.RC he re.liesw Oe NolloWs ve 
through the house as I Walk ?ack to the kitchenw
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-OoW Was WorkfC I .ull the large yishes out oN the cu.?oary any 
the layle Nrov the yraWerw

-Aave olyR save olywC
-–der’thing oka’fC
-4eahR bnewC
Oe shrugs any Walks to the kitchen sinkR s5uirting sove soa. onto 

his hanys any setting the ta. to runR leading svears oN soa. on the ta. 
hanylew Oe scru?s at his hanysR rinsesR micking soa.’ Water Which lanys 
onto the kitchen ca?inetsw I tr’ not to sigh to v’selNw It isnpt like I Want 
to lide in a .erNect house that neder has an’ vessR ?ut Aav never cleans 
u. aNter hivselNw Aovetives Ipv sure it is ?ecause he neder lidey ?’ 
hivselNw Oe lidey at hove With his .arents until We edentuall’ yeciyey 
to ?u’ the house togetherw Oeps s.ent his Whole liNe With sove?oy’ 
cleaning u. aNter hivw Psuall’ it yoesnpt irritate ve ?ecause Ipv so 
usey to Tust .icking things u. any .utting thev aWa’w Lccasionall’R 
thoughR it irks vew Ipv sure itps norval to ?e occasionall’ irritateyw

I bnish yishing u. the tea any carr’ the ?oWls through to the 
yining ta?le Which is alreay’ setw I take a seat any Wait Nor Aavw Oe 
Wanyers throughR Wi.ing his hanys yr’ on his trousersw Oe takes his 
seat o..osite ve any .icks u. his NorkR .royying at one oN his chicken 
thighsw

-3an We talk a?out the Nooy Nor the Weyying aNter We bnish eatingf 
Uhe’pre chasing ve to bnalise the venuw I knoW ’oupde ?een ?us’R ?ut 
We reall’ ought to;wC

-I neey to talk to ’ou a?out sovethingRC he cuts inw
-Lka’R Whatps the vatterfC
I can tell heps got sovething on his vinyw Ipv sure heps hay things 

on his viny Nor months ?ut eder’ tive I ask hiv or tr’ to bny out 
What the .ro?lev isR he shakes his heay any tells ve nothing is Wrongw 
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D..arentl’R Ipv ivagining thingsw Oe sa’s heps tirey any then tells ve 
Ipv vaking too ?ig a yeal oN thingsw

‘Will you just drop it, Annabeth?’ he sna..ey at ve one night When 
I askey hiv iN there Was a .ro?levw

Ipv sure itps the Weyying .lans that is getting hiv yoWnR or va’?e 
Ipv Tust ivagining it G like he sa’s G ?ecause I’ve hay sove Worries 
a?out the Weyyingw Itps not sur.rising giden hoW the .ro.osal ha.1
.eneyR ?ut va’?e heps right any I noW neey to let that all gow “a’?e 
Ipv the one causing the occasional ?it oN tension in the houseR ve any 
v’ hesitance ru??ing o, onto hivw

jooking at hiv noWR Ipv not sure itpll ?e sovething Ipv going to 
let gow Oeps yebnitel’ got sovething Weighing on hivR ?ut ho.eNull’R 
noWR hepll ayvit Whateder has ?een on his vinyw

-I think We shouly .ut a sto. to thisRC he statesw Oe looks like heps 
going to ?e sickw

-Uhe Nooyf Dre ’ou sickfC
-xot NooyR Dnna?ethwC
-Uhe WeyyingfC I askw I NroWnw -I kneW ’ou Were hading coly Neetw 

Sh’ yiynpt ’ou Tust tell vef Ipde askey ’ou a villion tiveswC
I hade askey hiv a villion tivesw “a’?e too van’ tivesR ?ut Ipv 

sure he canpt ?lave ve Nor thatw Ois .ro.osal yiynpt eXactl’ set ve 
alight With .assion any assurance that he veant itw I gade hiv so van’ 
o..ortunities to ?ack out oN his .ro.osalR any it took ve ages to acce.t 
he veant itw

3learl’R noW is the tive he ayvits he isnpt totall’ on ?oary With the 
.ath he threW us onw

Itpll ?e a bnancial anno’ance to cancel thingsR ?ut We can yo itw Ipv 
sure sove .laces Will holy the ye.osits Nor us Nor Wheneder he yeciyes 
We shouly go aheay in the Nuturew Uhatps the To’ oN using darious local 
?usinessesR though I knoW sove oN the .laces Will charge us a cancella1
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tion Neew I Tust Wish hepy ayvittey it When I askey hiv ?eNore We startey 
.lanning thingsB ?eNore We vaye all the bnancial covvitvents that 
I initiall’ hely ?ack on ?ecause I kneW he Was stressey out a?out the 
.ro.osalw

IN We cancel things noWR va’?e things Will go ?ack to norvalw Ipde 
vissey his usual a,ectionw Se hadenpt ?een .assionate in Weeksw I Neel a 
sense oN relieN that va’?e iN We agree to .ost.one the WeyyingR things 
Will go ?ack to norvalw I neder carey a?out a ?igR Nanc’ Weyyingw 4esR I 
Wouly hade ?een ha..’ to ?e his WiNeR any va’?e it Wouly hade giden 
ve a thrill to start signing v’ nave as Dnna?eth OanksR ?ut I Was 
ha..’ as things Werew

-xot the WeyyingwC
-Uhen to WhatR AavfC I .royw Oe sits across Nrov veR any I realise 

heps yes.erate to look an’Where ?ut at vew Oe still looks like heps going 
to ?e sickR any he is a .ale as a sheetw

-Uo uswC
-Uo usR WhatfC I askR shar.l’w
-I think We couly yo With a ?reakR I guesswC
-Yeo.le yonpt take tive out on their relationshi.sR AavRC I sna.w
-I Tust think that va’?e We neey a ?reakw Itps too vuch .ressurewC
-I yonpt knoW What ’ou veanw Shat .ressure yo ’ou think is on 

’oufC I sco,R ?ut all v’ shar.ness any inyignation are sloWl’ see.ing 
out oN vew Dll Ipv leNt With is a sick Neeling in v’ stovachw

-Honpt ’ou think We vissey out on things ?ecause We Were so 
’oung When We got togetherf Honpt ’ou Neel it toofC he asksw Oe bnall’ 
looks at ve ?ut Nor a voventR Ipv too yuv?Nounyey to look hiv in 
the e’ew

Ho I Neel itf Oade I eder contev.latey itf I yonpt think itps eder 
crossey v’ vinyR other than an acknoWleygevent oN the Nacts G that 
he Was v’ brst any I eX.ectey hiv to ?e v’ onl’w
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-Shat are ’ou suggestingfC
“’ doice sounys Naint noWw I clear v’ throat tWicew I count the 

seconys oN his silencew
-I think We shouly see other .eo.leRC he ayvitsR Tust as Ipde reachey 

count tWo hunyreyw
Oeps Tokingw Oe vust ?e Tokingw Uhereps no Wa’ that v’ ?o’Nrieny 

G noR bancK G is reall’ sitting across Nrov veR in the house We oWnR 
onl’ a hanyNul oN Weeks ?eNore a Weyying he asked me to plan, telling 
ve that not onl’ yoes he Want to .ost.oneR ?ut he Wants to see other 
.eo.lew

I look arounyR Wonyering When v’ Nrienys are going to Tuv. out 
Nrov ?ehiny the ca?inets any tell ve itps a Toke any he’R isnpt it all so 
yavn Nunn’w

Ipv sure the’ Woulynpt yo that to vew
8utR bde vinutes agoR Ipy neder hade saiy that Aav Wouly suggest he 

Wants to see sove?oy’ elsew
-OoW long NorfC I vurvurw
-Shat yo ’ou veanfC xot itps his turn to souny shockeyw
-SellR ’oupre sa’ing ’ou think We shouly see other .eo.lew Dre 

’ou looking Nor one nightf Lne .ersonf D NeW casual yatesf Lr are 
’ou suggesting an o.en relationshi.fC I bre v’ 5uestions at hivw Atill 
Waiting Nor the .unchline that Ipv getting less condincey is going to 
covew

-I yonpt knoWw I Tust neey to ?e ?’ v’selN right noWwC
-8’ ’ourselN or With sove?oy’ elsefC I shoot at hivw
-I yonpt think We shouly get too hung u. on the yetailswC
-4ou hade got to ?e kiyying veR rightfC I slav v’ kniNe any Nork 

onto the ta?lew Uhe’ lany With a clatterR any I sWear itps the brst thing 
that has .ro.erl’ registerey With hivw Oe bnall’ looks like heps .resent 
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in the roov rather than .retenying he Was an’Where ?ut sitting in 
Nront oN vew

-Dnna?ethRC he startsR ?ut he sto.s When I glare at hivw
-4oupre telling ve ’ou Want tive a.art Nrov our relationshi.R ?ut 

’ou yonpt Want to get ?oggey yoWn in the yetailsf xoR Aavw Ato. 
?eing riyiculousw Is this ?ecause .eo.le Were Toking a?out the hen any 
stag nightsf Yeo.le Were jokingw Is that What this is a?outf 4oupde ?een 
thinking a?out What it Wouly ?e like to slee. With a stri..er on ’our 
stag yo any ’ou Want v’ permissionfC

xoWR Ipde lost the control I hay on v’ tone as Well as v’ eX.res1
sionsw Ipv sure Ipv .ro?a?l’ shooting hiv yaggers across the ta?lew

D NeW Weeks agoR sove vutual ac5uaintances Tokey in the .u? 
a?out our Weyyingw znoWing hoW long Wepy ?een togetherR one .er1
son in the grou. Was teasing AavR suggesting hoW vay I Wouly ?e iN 
he yeciyey to hade a ming on his stag1yow

Ipy laughey it o, at the tiveR ?ut it clearl’ resonatey With hiv vore 
than it yiy vew

-I yonpt Want to slee. With a stri..erwC Oe shakes his heayw
-SellR o?diousl’ not giden We Wonpt hade an’ hen or stag .arties iN 

’oupre calling the Weyying o,w jookR Ipv bne a?out the Weyyingw I 
halN eX.ectey itR I guessw I alWa’s thought ’ou hay coly Neetw AoR let us 
Tust take all that out oN the e5uationR shall Wef Shere yoes that then 
leade usfC I askw

Oeps silent againw I count againw Lnew UWow Uhreew 
-Ipv going to vode outwC
I ?link a cou.le oN tivesw Ipv not sure Ipv hearing hiv rightw
-Shere are ’ou going to sta’fC
-Ipv going to sta’ With a NrienyRC he eX.lainsw
-D NrienyRC I echow -Shof Aove?oy’ in the dillagefC
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-xow !urther outR so ’ou Wonpt hade to see ve eder’ ya’w I thought 
va’?e ’ou Wouly Want a ?it oN s.ace Nrov ve Nor a WhilewC

-Shat a?out WorkfC I askw Dlthough Ipv not in the garage oNtenR 
Ipv there once or tWice a Weekw

DgainR he clears his throat any loWers his ga0ew I knoWR autovati1
call’R that this isnpt going to ?e gooy neWsw

-Ipv going to take a ?reak Nrov WorkwC
I hu, out a laughw I stany u.R the chair ti..ing ?ack in v’ rushw I 

gra? v’ .lateR kniNeR any NorkR storving through to the kitchenw I slav 
v’ .late onto the counterto.w

D ?reak Nrov Workf OoW eXactl’ yoes he eX.ect the garage to 
continue to thride iN he isnpt going to Workf Oeps the vain vechanicR 
any Uon’ can onl’ Work a NeW ya’s a Weekw OoW yoes Aav think 
heps going to su..ort hivselN iN he takes a ?reak Nrov Workf Oe canpt 
eX.ect ve to .a’ hiv as iN he Were still WorkingR surel’f OoW long yoes 
he Want a ?reak Norf D Weekf UWof D vonthf jongerf

D ?reak Nrov Work any a ?reak Nrov vef I yonpt unyerstanyw
I kneW there Was sovething on his vinyR ?ut this is ?e’ony an’1

thing I eder ivagineyw
I can unyerstany the coly Neet any the Nears a?out the Weyyingw Oe 

.ro.osey on a Whiv aNter ?eing .ushey ?’ Nrienys any naggey at ?’ 
Navil’w 8utR to Walk aWa’ Nrov eder’thingB to leade our hoveR to neey 
a ?reak Nrov ve any to ?e looking to s.eny tive With sove?oy’ else; 
itps too vuchw

I scra.e v’ Nooy into a containerR to .ut aWa’ Nor tovorroWps lunch 
?ecause there is no Wa’ I can eat an’thing tonightw “’ stovach is in 
knotsw

Uhe shu:e oN Aavps Neet as he coves into the kitchen vakes ve 
sti,enw I turn in his yirectionR halN eX.ecting that heps yone the save 
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as ve any giden u. With his teaw Insteay oN his .late in his hanyR heps 
holying a ?agw

-4oupde alreay’ .ackey a ?agfC I gas.w Oe looks shee.ishw -4ou 
alreay’ hay a ?ag .ackey any stashey aWa’ soveWhereR so ’ou couly 
hade a 5uick get1aWa’fC

I Wonyer Where he hiy his ?agw “ostl’ ?ecause Aavps stu, is usuall’ 
everywherew IN he .ackey a ?ag to run aWa’R Ipy hade eX.ectey to tri. 
oder it in the hallWa’w

-I .ackey this vorning aNter ’ou leNt Nor Workw I Was going to Tust 
go Nrov WorkR ?ut I thought I oWey it to ’ou to tell ’ou Nace to NaceRC 
he eX.lainsw

He owed it to mew
Se hade ?een together since We Were bNteenR any he Was going to 

sneak outf Souly he hade Tust leNt ve a notef
!or a seconyR I ivagine What that note vight hade reay likew Souly 

it hade ?een a long .ouring oN his evotions G vuch vore than heps 
giden ve der?all’ tonight G or Wouly it hade ?een short any sWeetR 
eden iN yesigney to ?reak v’ heartw

-I guess I shouly Neel grateNul ’ou hay enough a?out ’ou to tell ve 
to v’ NaceRC I s.itR anno’ey at his auyacit’R his mi..ant revarksR his 
?lasK attituyew

-Ipv going to gowC
-4oupre seriousl’ Tust going to Walk out right noWf I yonpt eden 

knoW Whatps going onJC
-Se can talk in a NeW WeeksR see Where We are any What We Want to 

yoRC he suggestsw Oe clutches tightl’ onto the hanyle oN his ?agw -Ipll 
see ’ouR Dnna?ethwC

-8ut not at the garageRC I .oint outw Ipv still Waiting Nor hiv to tell 
ve his .lan Nor the garageR hoW Ipv su..osey to kee. the covvit1
vents he vaye to custoversw
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-xoR like I saiyw 3areer ?reakR I guessw Honpt Worr’ a?out .a’ing 
vew Ipll ?e oka’wC

-!ineRC I sna.w
-Uake careR Dnna?ethwC
Oe sa’s nothing NurtherR nor yoes he Wait Nor ve to sa’ an’thing 

elsew Oe turns any Walks out oN the kitchenw D little laterR I hear the 
souny oN his car yoor slavving any then his engine roaring to liNew

Uhe  onl’  souny in  the  roov is  v’ shar.  ?reathingw  I  canpt 
gras. eder’thing that has Tust ha..eneyw Ipde gone through an entire 
roller1coasterR the tentatide relieN to realise he Was bnall’ going to o.en 
u. to veR to the NearNul heights any the sWoo.ing loo.sw Aee other 
.eo.lew D ?reak Nrov our relationshi.w D ?reak Nrov Workw

D ?reak Nrov vew
I Walk ?ack into the yining roovR Neeling aivless any stunneyw I halN 

eX.ect that heps going to cove ?ack through the yoorR laughing at the 
Toke he .la’eyw

Ois .late sits a?anyoney on the ta?lew I yonpt knoW Wh’ Ipv eden 
shockey giden heps oNten Norgotten his .lateR eX.ecting ve to clean u. 
aNter yinnerR Tust like his vother Wouly hadew

I gra? it Nrov the ta?le any take it ?ack to the kitchenw I tr’ not to 
look at the .a.erWork I got through the .ost toya’R the encourage1
vent to bnalise our venu Nor the Weyyingw It Neels like a liNetive ago 
that I Was looking at itw Itps .ro?a?l’ ?een less than halN an hourR ?ut 
it Neels like a yecaye has .assey any v’ liNe has changeyw

I .ut Aavps .late onto the counterto.w I knoW I shouly clean u. 
?ut Nor the brst tive ederR I knoW Ipv not going to ?e tiy’ing the 
kitchen tonightw I leade eder’thingR ignoring the vessR ignoring the 
venu .a.erWorkR the s.lotches oN Water on the ca?inet Nrov Aav 
Washing his hanysR any the ?itter taste oN v’ shockw I lock the yoorsR 
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gra? v’ ?ag as I .ass itw I heay u. the stairsw –ach ste. I takeR I think 
another thoughtw

I should tell Lucy.
No, she’s busy with the kids. Tell her tomorrow.
You need to tell Mum and Dad.
They can wait until tomorrow.
Did he tell anybody he was going to drop this bombshell on me?
Are they waiting for me to tell them what they already know?
I feel sick.
I want to go to bed.
I want to wake up tomorrow and find that this was all a dream.
I vanage to kee. the tears at ?a’ until Ipde got v’selN reay’ Nor ?ey 

any sliye v’selN into the codersw I Wra. the coders arouny veR oder v’ 
heayR ?locking out the lightR tr’ing to sto. v’ racing thoughtsw

Ds I Nall into a restless slee.R the last thought I hade on v’ viny isL
He’ll come backw
He’ll come backw
He’ll come backw


