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Greetings to All!   

I want to start my presentation with noting upcoming patriotic holidays.   

March 29 – National Vietnam War Veterans Day 
National Vietnam War Veterans Day honors a generation of men and women who served and sacrificed 
during the longest conflict in U.S. history. This date marks the anniversary of when combat forces 
departed South Vietnam in 1973, even though some troops remained until their final departure in 1975. 

May 1 – Loyalty Day 
On May 1, 1930, ten thousand VFW members staged a rally at New York’s Union Square to promote 
patriotism. Through a resolution adopted in 1949, May 1st evolved into Loyalty Day.  In Wisconsin, we 
celebrate Loyalty Day on the last Saturday in April.  This years Loyalty Day Parade will be held in Merrill 
on April 29th.   

May 15 – Armed Forces Day 
A day to pay tribute to the men and women currently serving in our nation’s armed forces. 

May 29 (Traditional) – Memorial Day 
Patriotism calls for all citizens to be reminded of the deaths of their fellow countrymen during wartime. 
By honoring the nation’s war dead, we preserve their memory and thus their service and sacrifice. 

This is an excellent opportunity to host a remembrance ceremony at your Post or speak to students 
about the honor, sacrifice and dedication of America’s “Greatest Generation” and the “date which will 
live infamy” that pushed America into World War II and changed Hawaii and America forever. 

Let’s talk about the end of year report with some examples.   

Did your Auxiliary conduct a program on any Patriotic Holiday?   

Examples might be Memorial Day, Veterans Day, POW/MIA Remembrance Day.  Memorial Day and 
Veterans Day are often celebrated with the public.  Ceremonies are held at local cemeteries or schools. 
Do you wear your official shirt?  This is a great time of the general public to see you in your role as an 
Auxiliary member.  Maybe they are an eligible member.  It’s a great time to ask.   

Is your auxiliary presenting American Flags (2” x 3” or larger)?   

Most small flags are reasonably priced.  Does your Auxiliary pass out small flags at parades?  The 4th of 
July parade is a perfect time for this.  Our auxiliary teams up with Cub Scouts, Boy Scouts, and Girl Scouts 
to pass out small flags.  As noted on the end of the year report, this includes but is not limited to, 
schools, businesses, parades, gravesites, etc.  
 
 



Did your Auxiliary participate in a POW/MIA program?   

Does your meeting location have a POW/MIA table set up?  If not, is this something you are interested in 
doing?  Do you know that there is protocol for how the table is set up and what specific items are on it?  
Did you know there is a “POW MIA Remembrance Ceremony?”  Have you presented any POW/MIA 
flags?   

There is a special achievement award associated with this program.  If you did participate, remember to 
submit an additional written report (including pictures, social media promotions, newspaper articles, 
etc) to me by April 1st. 

If you have participated in a POW/MIA program, did you take pictures, social media promotions, or 
newspaper articles.  If not, you should.  If yes, include them with your report.      

Have you presented any certificates to businesses in your community in recognition of their displaying 
the US, POW/MIA flags or other displays of American pride?   

If not, why not?  Let’s start thinking about places that caught your attention.  Why not recognize them?  
If you have recognized any businesses, add that information on your end of the year report.   

Did you participate in the Smart/Maher Citizenship Education Teacher Award (for example, assisting 
the Post, taking the contest to schools, or making a donation)?   

If not, get a head start for next year. 

Did your Auxiliary recognize Blue Star Mothers and Families, Gold Star Mothers and Families, Silver 
Star Mothers and Families and/or White Star Mothers and Families?   Do you know what each color 
designation stands for?   

There is a special achievement award associated with this program.  If you did participate, remember to 
submit an additional written report (including pictures, social media promotions, newspaper articles, 
etc) to me by April 1st. 

Blue Star Mothers and Families 

The minute someone takes the oath to serve in the U.S. military, both their life and their family’s lives 
change forever. All the things they heard about and prepared for – the moves, deployments, the time 
apart – all become a reality and life is never the same again, not only for the service members, but for 
their children, spouses and parents. 

When they join the military community, some military families choose to display a Blue Star service 
banner or flag in a window of their home to signify a loved one is an active duty service member. 

This special flag, displayed only by military families, is where the phrase “Blue Star Family” comes from 
and refers to the immediate family members of an active duty service member. 

The Blue Star Family tradition is rich in history and dates back to World War I. 

 
 
 



 
Gold Star Mothers and Families 

No one wants to be a Gold Star Family. The title, which is reserved for families of military members who 
have died in the line of duty, is meant to honor the service member’s ultimate sacrifice while 
acknowledging their family’s loss, grief and continued healing. 

Silver Star Mothers and Families 

The Silver Star is to remember, honor and assist our wounded, ill, injured and dying from all wars.  This is 
a new recognition, founded in 2004.  The goal is to recognize the blood sacrifice of our wounded and 
illnesses incurred during combat, and remember their efforts by honoring them with the Silver Star 
banner.  Any Armed Forces personnel either currently serving honorably or those who have served 
honorably from any war, who having served in a war zone has been wounded by enemy action or who 
have been injured or contracted a serious illness that could be rated at least 10% disabled by the 
Department of Veterans Affairs.  All wounds, injuries or illness must have originated in a war zone.  
Purple Heart recipients, victims of friendly fire, kids injured in a war zone, those who suffer from PTSD, 
Agent Orange effects and Gulf War syndrome.  The individual eligible to receive the Silver Star Banner 
would not have to be eligible for the Purple Heart or any other military decoration in order to receive a 
Silver Star Banner. 

White Star Mothers and Families  

The White Star designation recognizes families who have lost a service member to suicide, whether 
they were military or a first responder.  22KILL honors the sacrifices of both the service member and 
their family by providing outreach and support programs.  These include family counseling and 
workshops, resource education, need assessments, peer retreats, and other services as necessary.  Has 
your community ever done a program specific to bring awareness to this?  Our Post/Auxiliary teamed up 
with the local radio station and started our local 22 push up challenge.   The day designated to recognize 
White Star families is the 4th Sunday of September.    

Did you conduct patriotic education in your Auxiliary, schools, community?   

If yes, include additional information with your end of the year report.   What did you do?  Did you pass 
out flags at school?  Did you practice the Pledge of Allegiance with elementary school students 
(generally Kindergarten through 3rd grade)?  Did you know that there is a Young American Award 
citation available online at the VFW store?  There’s also slap bracelets, coloring books, coloring tote, and 
pencils available.  Again, if you did anything, please include that information with your report.   

Did you promote Americanism through any media?   

This includes but is not limited to: tv, radio, newsletters, newspapers, fliers, Facebook, Twitter, 
Instagram, etc.   

Did your Auxiliary promote or participate in Safety in America/Disaster Preparedness?   

Are you ready for a disaster?  National Preparedness Month sponsored by the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency and held annually in September, is a good reminder that natural and man-
made disasters can strike at any time. It's important to have a planned response when you're at 
work, on vacation or on the road. In 2019, 67,504 weather-related events resulted in 570 deaths and 

http://goldstarfamilies.com/


1,746 injuries. Flash floods, tropical storms and heat waves resulted in the most deaths that year, 
according to Injury Facts.  The National Safety Council offers safety tips specific to each of the 
following emergencies: Earthquakes, Floods, Hurricanes, and Tornadoes.   

Federal agencies, like Ready.gov, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration and 
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, also are valuable resources for emergency 
preparedness. When you face a natural or man-made emergency, try to stay informed through 
radio, TV or the Internet. In some cases, however, cable, electric and cell phone service will be 
disabled, making communication nearly impossible. The National Safety Council recommends the 
following general precautions that apply to many disaster situations: 

• Download the FEMA app for resources, weather alerts and safety tips 
• Make sure to have a family communication plan in place; all members of the family should 

review and practice the plan 
• Have all family members' and other important phone numbers written down or memorized 
• Have an emergency kit in your car and at least three days of food and water at home 
• Be sure to store all important documents – birth certificates, insurance policies, etc. – in a fire-

proof safe or safety deposit box 
• Assign one family member the responsibility of learning first aid and CPR 
• Know how to shut off utilities 

 
Did your Auxiliary promote or participate in Flags Across America?         

This program is about Remembering 9/11: The U.S. Coast Guard Flags Across America program, 
sponsored by the Washington, D.C., Chapter of the Coast Guard Chief Petty Officers Association, gathers 
on Sept. 11 each year to honor the 184 American patriots who gave their lives on 9/11 at the Pentagon.  
Do you do something in your city to promote Flags Across America?   
 

Did you participate in Loyalty Day (for example, purchasing an ad)?   

This year, the Loyalty Day Parade will be held in Merrill on April 29th.  More information will follow in the 
VFW Newspaper, on the website, and in future e-newsletters.  Please consider purchasing an ad in our 
Loyalty Day Program and participating in person (parade and special event after the parade).  Here’s 
more information about Loyalty Day.  
On Loyalty Day, we reaffirm our allegiance to the Nation we share and to the principles of freedom, 
justice, equality, and dignity enshrined in the Declaration of Independence and the United States 
Constitution. 
Our unity and common purpose as Americans — not hindered but strengthened by our differences — is 
and has always been the source of our limitless potential.  The weaving together of diverse cultures, 
heritages, religions, backgrounds, and ideals across generations has sparked our capacity to build the 
strongest, freest, and most prosperous country the world has ever known.  And though we have not 
always fully lived up to our founding promise of equality and justice for all, we have never fully walked 
away from that promise either.  It is up to each of us to heed the call of our Constitution — to do all that 
we can to form a more perfect Union, coming together around the values and ideals that make us one 
united people. 
On this day, we salute the Americans whose hard work and sacrifice have strengthened our Nation in 
common cause –including veterans who have defended our country in uniform; abolitionists, suffragists, 

https://www.ready.gov/september
http://www.nws.noaa.gov/com/weatherreadynation/prep.html
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activists, and advocates who have helped deliver the full promise of America to more Americans; 
workers and entrepreneurs whose ingenuity and vision have helped expand the possibilities of life in our 
Nation; and countless others who have made America a beacon of hope for people throughout the 
world. 
We also extend our deep and abiding gratitude to the members of our Armed Forces, as well as to their 
families, caregivers, and survivors.   
 
Thank you President Faith for allowing me the honor of being the Department of Wisconsin 
Americanism Chairperson/Patriotic Instructor.   

 
Alicia Weix 
VFWA Dept. Americanism Chair/Patriotic Instructor  
duds444@gmail.com 
(715)370-2096 
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