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The Hospital program brings love and support to Veterans, and their families in communities we serve. He/she could be 
anyone in your family- loved one, close friend, or elderly veteran neighbor rehabing at home, or in home care, all of who 
has had a medical condition, and spent time in a hospital or longterm care facility. This program offers hope and 
encouragement with compassionate care. The VFW Auxiliary establishes relationship with: Hosptials, Nursing Homes, 
Veterans homes, VA facilities, and other medical facilities wehre veterans are served.  
There is:  

• Womens health care program. Please find out who the women veterans are. They may be in a restaurant 
serving you, or in the library, shopping, grocery store, seek them out, and offer information of crisis line, and 
set up stands or booths with crisis line cards, and sites for women’s health care. See Hospital site for crisis 
line etc.  

• Also reach out to all veterans with crisis line, and direct them to the Mental health urgent care at a VA 
facility. Many Veterans walk into the VA needing mental health, and there are Veterans in the community in 
need of mental health care or recently out of hospital from mental health care, and need help adjusting during 
their rehab at home.  September is National Suicide Awareness and Prevention month.  

• Each of us have obligations to our veterans to ensure they are taken care of after their service. And 
part of that is providing quality PTSD and addiction treatment for members of our armed forces. 

• If you or your loved one are a veteran in need of rehabilitative care, give a call at 386-319-1837 or submit 
your questions through a special contact form at https://www.heroesmile.com/contact/  and US Department of 
Veterans Affairs at 
https://www.va.gov/QUALITYOFCARE/education/Mental_Health_Awareness_Month.asp  

 Please watch for updates on the Hospital site for wish lists. The hospital committee will meet in August, and 
updated wish lists will come out after that meeting. Please remember to donate to Hospital projects, and mail 
your donations to Lenore Otto,1383 W Wisconsin Ave, Oconomowoc, WI 53066. Earmark your checks 
Hospital Projects. *Do not make the check out to Lenore, make the check out to VFWA – WI. If want checks 
to go to a specific Veteran healthcare facility for example: Tomah, then earmark Hospital projects Tomah. Be 
specific when you list in the earmark section of what you specifically want the money to go for Veterans: for 
example: earmark clothing for veterans at Tomah, or earmark for example: sunglasses for Veterans at Tomah 
etc. same with King, Zablocki, Chippewa, etc. Otherwise earmark as Hospital projects. That way the money 
then goes to one of the representatives and/or deputy, and they will get those specific items for the 
veterans. This will bypass government hold up.  

 Volunteers needed in all capacities. Be sure to call the VA medical facilities, non-medical facilities with veterans, 
nursing homes, Hoptel, Domiciliary, etc. Remember; this is your time to help Veterans, make a difference, 
which will have an impact on their care.   Keep a list of your volunteer hours, and be awarded for your efforts 
whether sewing, cards, letters, Contact compassionate care, Veteran’s Voice, My story, outside duties, 
transportation, meal on wheels to veterans, etc.  

 Make a veteran’s a pin wheel for Veterans Day coming up, education cards or flash cards with model cars, 
planes, plants, on one side, and the answer on the other. Be creative, for Veterans cognitive ability.  

 Air Force Day is August 1, Coast guard day August 4, Purple Heart Day August 7, Agent Orange Awareness Day 
August 10, Navajo Code Talkers Day August 14, National Airborne Day August 16, Marine corps Reserve 
Birthday August 29. Air Force birthday September 18. Know who those hospitalized Veterans are, and honor 
them by sending cards, letters, listen to their story, etc.  Send them hope boxes to show their worth and give 
them hope. Remember: our mission is never-ending because we continue to cultivate and “Honor Our Mission 
to Serve our Hospitalized Veterans.”  
 

“Don’t FUDGE on Care for Veterans”  
           Kathleen Lendosky 
           Wisconsin Department Hospital Chairman 
           1183 Lakeview Rd West Bend, Wi 53090   
           Lendosky16@charter.net  262-692-9661 
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