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In this newsletter: 

General Orders from your President 

July was a very busy month for your Department Auxiliary Officers and Chairmen.  We held the July 
Council of Administration at the Hilton Paper Valley Hotel and Conference Center in Appleton on 
the 8th and 9th of July.  We held trainings regarding Auxiliary visits, How to Do An Audit, and the first 
joint VFW and Auxiliary leadership training.  Program chairs gave their full reports on what their 
program requirements are this year.  The budget for the 2022-23 year was passed during the C of 
A meeting.   All and all, it was a great weekend of learning and accomplishments!  Then it was on to the National VFW 
& Auxiliary Convention.  More about that later. 

• The Joint Project was announced at the July C of A and Commander Rathke and I have decided to horse around this year!  We 
have chosen 3 Equine Veteran Therapy facilities in the state to give our project money to this year.  These facilities provide 
wonderful therapy for our Veterans with the help of some wonderful 4-legged therapists.  Read about their wonderful services in 
the flyer on our website and attached.  Each facility has a new building on their wish list—either an arena or horse barn.  I just 
know that you can help raise the funds to help these facilities continue to help our veterans.  (And, of course, beat the VFW with 
more donations than they can raise in the process!) 

• District Meetings are being planned for August, September, and early October.  Watch for information from your District President 
and Secretary.  At least one member from each Auxiliary should attend these meetings.  Your district officers and program chairs 
will have a wealth of information for you to help you through your year. 

• Please ask your auxiliary members to tell you if they have changed their email address or can add an email address to their 
membership record.  Secretaries, if you would please pass along to the Dept. Secretary Nicole David (wivfwasecy@outlook.com) 
all changes or additional email addresses.  This will help tremendously with future communications. 

• Included in this mailing are the donation forms from your State Treasurer Lenore Otto.  You will also be able to find them on our 
website.   

• AUDITS – I am hearing from our State Treasurer that audits are coming in that are not in proper order.  Some have been signed 
by non-trustee members and some are not in balance.  Two vital components.  Remember:  The Subtotal Cash Balance field 
MUST match the adjusted Bank Balance line and ONLY trustees that have done the audit are to sign the forms.  [Read Sec. 814-
Trustees, Duties of, and the Booklet of Instructions pgs. 23-24 in the yellow section of the Podium Book.] 

IMPORTANT DEADLINES THAT MUST BE MET –  
• The 4th Quarter-April, May, June Audit is due to Treasurer Lenore Otto by August 31st. 
• You must bond your President & Treasurer by August 31st.  Remember:  You need to vote on the amount of your bond at your 

auxiliary meeting and your bond should be set at double the amount of money in your account at this time.  (See Section 814, 
page 89 in the 2022 Podium Book.) 

• The deadline for the Form 990 is November 15th.  Please do it sooner rather than later and remember to go back into the program 
to print the “completed” form you need for your records, NOT the “pending” form that comes up when you first enter your 
information. 

That’s all for now.  Pray for our Veterans and Auxiliary members that the sick get well; the grieving are comforted; and that 
everyone treats their fellow members with kindness and love.  I hope you can enjoy the summer while helping to “Connect For & 
With Our Veterans” and show everyone that we have “Hands that Serve, Hearts that Care”.         

2022-2023 President Faith Elford     You can email me at:  wivfwafaith@outlook.com 
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The National VFW Auxiliary Convention was in Kansas City, Missouri, July 16-21.  2021-22 President Inez Semingson had a great 
end to her year there.  Here is a message from Inez: 

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL! 
 

I want to once again thank my line officers, chairmen and floor team for a great 
year. It was a good year at Na onal also. We came home with several awards. 
Victoria Newbauer received the Outstanding Performance Award for Mentoring 
and Pa y Jansky received the Outstanding Performance Award for Youth Ac vi-

es. Karen Janssen received a $25 gi  card to the VFW Store for the best promo-
on of Auxiliary members partnering with a first responder group or organiza-
on in their community. Kathy Lendosky received a cita on for 2nd place Out-

standing Performance in the Hospital Program for the Big Ten Conference. Kathy 
Allen, Gilbert Sauer and Auxiliary #1393 all received cita ons for 2nd place Men-
toring for Leadership in the Big Ten Conference. Wisconsin did not get in the Circle of Excellence, but I feel like we had a wonderful 
year. We ins tuted 4 new Auxiliaries, completed 2 joint projects, and raised over $92,000 for our Wisconsin Veterans. This all hap-
pened because of you the members. THANK YOU ALL so much. It was an honor to serve as your President and I thank you for that. 
Remember “Don't FUDGE on care for Veterans”. God bless all of you and God bless America. 
 

Inez Semingson, 2021-2022 Department President 
 
 
Draping of the Charter  - from National VFW Auxiliary 
For Glenneta Vogelsang of Cape Girardeau, Missouri, who served as Na onal President of the Veterans of Foreign 
Wars of the United States Auxiliary during 1984-1985.  PNP Glenneta passed away peacefully on Sunday, June 26, 
2022.  Her theme during her year was “The Guardians of Liberty” and her pin was the Missouri Bluebird.  Memori-
al dona ons may be sent to the Missouri Veterans Home or VIP Industries, both in Cape Girardeau, MO. 

All VFW Auxiliary Charters shall be draped for a period of thirty (30) days. 

Veterans & Family Support - Dept of WI Program Chair Nancy Ustruck mothernanc@wi.rr.com 

Spread the word about Na onal Veterans Service. (NVS). The VFW’s Na onal Veterans Service helps veter-
ans, service members and their families obtain the benefits they deserve – at NO cost. Nearly 300 service 
officers help veterans navigate the Veterans Affairs system. Please consider a dona on to NVS either on line 
at vfw.org/ways-to-help, select Na onal Veterans Service, click contribute.  By mail, send funds to VFW Na-

onal HDQ, A n: NVS, 406 W. 34th St. 11th Floor, Kansas City, MO 64111.  

 

Buddy Poppy/National Home - Dept of WI Program Chair Helen Stearns hlstearns1021@gmail.com 

Let’s get started! Send me informa on and/or pictures of your involvement with the distribu on of 
“Buddy” Poppies at a July 4th Celebra on or par cipa on in the celebra on at your Post. 
This is a reminder that the suggested dona on for Health & Happiness is $.25 per member as of June 30, 
2022. With a li le organiza on and coopera on from everyone, we can have 100% in a very short me. 
Please refer to the DONATION REQUESTS FORM FOR 2022-2023 for the proper mailing address of your 
dona on. 

Here’s an idea!!! With summer just beginning, ‘back to school’ as we all know approaches ever so quickly.  A 
great way to help our veterans’ children at the Na onal Home is to have a back-to-school fundraiser at your 
local Post/Auxiliary.   Purchase a stock of pens, pencils or other small school supplies and sell them at your 
events for $1 or the amount the donors want to contribute. A aching a “Buddy” Poppy on each item is a re-
minder to everyone of the Fall season and a return to school with Veterans Day on November 11 not far be-
hind. Remember to also have printed informa on about the VFW Na onal Home & “Buddy” Poppy available. 
The District Presidents were given a small red Na onal Home bank.  I am asking them to collect dona ons at 

each of their District Mee ngs for the Na onal Home. Be crea ve in how the dona ons are collected and be sure to share with me 
the ideas you come up with.     “Buddy” Poppy + Na onal Home = Unwavering Support for Uncommon Heroes. 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Hospital - Dept of WI Program Chair Kathy Lendosky  Lendosky16@charter.net 

 Hospital dona on checks should be mailed to Lenore O o 1383 W. Wisconsin Ave. Oconomowoc, WI 53066 and 
earmark Hospital Projects.  This funding supports all Hospital events and programs, ice cream socials, Wish lists, 
Rehab items, new clothing, all ac vi es, etc.  We are preparing over the next 3 months for Hospital tours. Watch 
for new wish lists on the Department website under Hospital Programs** Remember to call ahead before taking 
items to the VA.      
 
 

Americanism    Dept of WI Program Chair Alicia Weix duds444@gmail.com 

Patrio c holidays are an opportune me to involve the whole family and bring community a en on to your 
Auxiliary.  When fun family events are presented to the community, prospec ve new members will walk 
through your door.  Patrio c holidays can serve as a perfect way to show that your Auxiliary supports Patri-
o sm, Veterans, and their families as a top priority.  For more informa on about Patrio c holidays and ways to 
celebrate, visit vfwauxiliary.org/what-we-do/americanism 

• Patriot Day, 09/11.  This day is to perpetuate the memory of those who perished in the a ack on America that occurred on 
this date in 2001. 

• POW/MIA Recogni on Day, 09/16.  This day honors the commitments and the sacrifices made by our na on’s prisoners of 
war and those who are s ll missing in ac on.  POW/MIA day is one of the six days specified by law on which the black POW/
MIA flag shall be flown over federal facili es and cemeteries, post offices, and military installa ons.  

• Gold Star Mother’s & Family’s Day, 09/25.  On this day, Americans are encouraged to display the Flag and hold appropriate 
ceremonies as a public expression of our na on’s gra tude and respect for our Gold Star Mother’s and Families.   

 
Legislative     Dept of WI Program Chair Kim McWilliams mrsffiiemt@gmail.com 

Legisla on is important to ensure our veterans receive the benefits and support they deserve.  In order to make 
this happen we need your help.  Please ask your members to sign up for the Ac on Corps on the VFW website @ 
h ps://www.vfw.org/advocacy/grassroots-efforts/vfw-ac on-corps-weekly. This will keep you up to date on cur-
rent items on the Capitol Floor such as the PACT ACT which PASSED the house in March.  Please contact your sena-
tors and tell them to vote YES when the Honoring our PACT Act is brought to the Senate floor. Toxic-exposed vet-
erans cannot afford to wait any longer for health care and benefits. We must act now! The most efficient way to 
communicate with Senators and Congressmen is through email. Please put PACT ACT in the subject line as we 
want to stand apart from the rest.  Remember your Do’s and Don'ts of suppor ng legisla on which can be found 

in the resources of Malta under Legisla ve.  

Membership    Dept of WI Program Chair Cheryl Woodards Cherylwoodards8797@gmail.com 

At the Council of Administra on Mee ng, I put out a challenge to pay special a en on to our annual members. 
We need to find out how to do a be er job of retaining those members as well as recrui ng new members. My 
challenge is to go to a member who did not renew and find out why? What would it take to bring them back? 
Listen carefully to what they have to say. Please do not let poli cs, vampires,  or gossipmongers destroy what we 
do for our veterans. I will put out another challenge to all annual officers. As an officer in this organiza on, it is 
your responsibility to lead by example. You should all have paid your dues for the new year by now. If not, do it as 
quickly as possible. We all need to get on the Bus by working together to recruit and retain members. Let’s all be 

open to change as we move forward.    
 
 
Ways & Means    Program Co-Chairs Helen O’Neil & Jane Bynum wivfwasecy@outlook.com 

You should have received your “Cash for Christmas” money raffle ckets from your District President.  Many 
ckets have already been sold.  Please remember, a er you sell all of your ckets, your treasurer should 

make out one check for all of the moneys collected.  Then contact your District President to determine how 
to get your cket stubs and money back to him/her.  NO ckets or money can be sent through the mail!!!  
All ckets must be sold by September 16th.  If you cannot sell your ckets, please let your District President 

know as soon as possible.  We have other auxiliaries that could use more ckets but we need to know now-not September 16th. 
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Mentoring        Dept of WI Program Chair Linda Moran Loopylin1950@gmail.com  

Everyone set your goal at becoming a mentor to someone in your Auxiliary.  Mentoring is the responsibility of all of us and we need 
to begin today.   We need to find our replacements and train them to be be er than we are.  But to do this we need to share our 
knowledge not keep it hidden.  How does that make for a successful organiza on?   
Na onal Ambassador Stephanie wants us to use the TEAM approach for Mentoring this year 
which will lead to success.    
T—Teach someone what you know and are passionate about. 
E—Everyone deserves to find their joy in our organiza on. 
A—Always be on the lookout for the next leader. 
M- Mentor all of the me since success is best when it is shared. 
Build your TEAM today, keep your Auxiliary strong for President Faith this year.  God Bless America! 
 

National Scholarships        Dept of WI Program Chair Deanna Haugen dhaugen53538@gmail.com 

Happy August everyone! The summer is flying by and the kids are ramping up to get back to school very soon. 
Time to really think and start ac ng on how your Auxiliary will get the word out about the Patriot's Pen (6th-
8th) scholarship program and the Voice of Democracy (9th-12th) program. Time to get crea ve with spread-
ing the word! You can talk about it on your Facebook sites, e-mails, newsle er ar cles, visit schools and have 
teachers help you get students to par cipate. Men on it at all your mee ngs, talk to people you know who 
have youngsters in this age range. Work closely with your Post to collect the entries... and remember the 
deadline is Oct. 31st!  You can find entry forms and program rules by going to:  www.vfw.org then to Com-

munity, Youth & Educa on and then click Youth Scholarships.  Or click here! Patriots Pen & Voice of Democracy INFO   

Youth Activities    Dept of WI Program Chair Patty Jansky pajansky@charter.net  

Our Youth Ac vi es Program offers us a variety of projects that we can do with our youth.  This month I would 
like to focus on a new ac vity that is near and dear to the heart of our Na onal Ambassador Ramona Henson – 
veteran grave beau fica on.  As she says, “Honoring veterans shouldn’t cease upon death.  Whether they die 
in ba le or a er living a long life, they con nue to deserve our respect and remembrance.  Teaching this to our 
youth can be accomplished by beau fying the gravesites and headstones of our veterans.”  Since we all know 
how harsh our Wisconsin winters can be, this outdoor ac vity is much more suited for the next few months.  

Your Auxiliary could organize such an event at a na onal, private or municipal cemetery.  You would need to get permission from 
the cemetery and check on correct and safe cleaning prac ces.  This year, the Na onal Youth Ac vi es Program Awards for Auxil-
iaries are for the most outstanding veteran grave beau fica on ac vi es.  Requirements for repor ng include taking before and 
a er photos, logging data and placing a Flag on the gravesites.  The applica on for this award as well as many more details about 
this grave cleaning and beau fica on project can be found on our Wisconsin VFW Auxiliary website under Youth Ac vi es.  This is 
indeed a special way to teach our youth that we can value and honor veterans even a er they are laid to rest.  

 
VFW News      Program Chair Mary Lou Duerr marylduerr@gmail.com  

Our first month of business is in the past.  Did you send in your dona on of $.50 per member yet?  Remember, 
the total dona on amount is based on your Auxiliary membership as of June 30, 2022.  Go for a chance at a NEWS 
year-end award by increasing your dona on to $1.00 per member!  There will be two, $5 awards drawn from all 
qualifying Auxiliaries. 
Get those ar cles and pictures sent to our VFW NEWS Editor.  See page 3 of the paper for the upcoming deadlines 

and the Editor's email address.  There will be two, $5 year-end awards for that too! 
We are again offering the Half-Price Subscrip on to the VFW NEWS - $5 for six issues, instead of the usual $10 per year.  See the 
form in this monthly mailing or on the website - remember - ONE Auxiliary check with the subscriber list, not a bunch of individual 
checks!  I'll be watching the NEWS for YOUR news!   
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Stay posi ve and let’s make it a great year to “Connect For & With Our Veterans” and have “Hands that Serve, Hearts that Care”. 
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DONATION REQUESTS FOR 2022-2023 
FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE HERE’S A FORM YOU MAY USE FOR EITHER A COMBINED CHECK OR INDIVIDUAL 

CHECKS 

THE FOLLOWING ARE MADE PAYABLE TO:  VFWA-WI 
MAILED TO:  LENORE OTTO, DEPT TREASURER 

           1383 W WISCONSIN AVE 
                 OCONOMOWOC, WI   53066 

 
DISTRICT NO.___________          AUXILIARY NO.____________ 

 
$_________CHECK NO.__________AMERICANISM PROGRAM (HWY 32/PARADE FLAGS) 
 
$_________CHECK NO.__________CANCER ($1 PER MEMBER BASED ON 6/30/2022) 
 
$_________CHECK NO.__________HOSPITAL PROGRAM ($2 PER MEMBER BASED ON  6/30/2022) 
 
$________CHECK NO._________HOSPITAL PROJECTS 
 
$________CHECK NO.__________MEMORIALS – PLEASE STATE WHAT PROGRAM TO CREDIT TO 
 
$_________CHECK NO.__________NATIONAL HOME ONLY IF REQUESTED BY PRESIDENT OR CHAIRMAN 
 
$________CHECK NO.__________VFW NEWS ($.50 PER MEMBER BASED ON 6/30/22) 
 
$_________CHECK NO.__________YOUTH ACTIVITIES  
 
$_________CHECK NO.__________NATIONAL SCHOLARSHIP – VOICE OF DEMOCRACY 
 
$_________CHECK NO.__________NATIONAL SCHOLARSHIP – PATRIOTS PEN 
 
$_________CHECK NO.__________NATIONAL SCHOLARSHIP –PATRIOTIC ART 
 
$_________CHECK NO.__________STATE SCHOLARSHIP LILLIAN CAMPBELL MEDICAL SCHOLARSHIP ONLY! 
 
$_________CHECK NO.__________WAYS & MEANS 
 
$_________CHECK NO.__________PRESIDENTS SPECIAL PROJECT  
 

TOTAL AMOUNT______________CHECK NO.______________ 
SPECIAL PROJECTS AS LISTED IN CHAIRMAN’S BULLETINS OR GENERAL ORDERS!!!!! 

THE ABOVE LIST ARE DONATIONS FOR 2022-2023 YEAR.  YOU MAY MAKE COPIES AND SUBMIT WITH YOUR 
CHECKS FOR PROPER CREDIT AND RETAIN A COPY FOR EASY FILLING IN OF YEAR END REPORTS. 

 



DONATIONS REQUESTS FORM FOR 2022-2023 
 

THE FOLLOWING IS MADE PAYABLE TO:  VFW-WI 
MAILED TO:  VFW DEPARTMENT HEADQUARTERS – WISCONSIN 

                                                                 PO BOX 6128 
                                                                MONONA, WI   53716-6128 
 

$_________CHECK NO.________WI UNMET NEEDS 
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

THE FOLLOWING CHECK IS MADE PAYABLE TO:  VFW NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS 
MAILED TO:  VFW NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS 

       406 W 34TH ST 9TH FLOOR 
       KANSAS CITY, MO   64111 

 
$__________CHECK NO._________NATIONAL MILITARY SERVICES(NMS) 

THIS INCLUDES MILITARY ASSISTANCE PROGRAM, UNMET NEEDS) 

THE FOLLOWING CHECK IS MADE PAYABLE TO:  VFWAUX NATIONAL 
MAILED TO:  VFWA NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS 

           406 W 34TH ST – 10TH FLOOR 
      KANSAS CITY, MO   64111 

 
$_________CHECK NO._________NATIONAL HOME HEALTH & HAPPINESS/CHRISTMAS CHEER 

($.25 PER MEMBER BASED ON June 30, 2022)    OR ENTER THRU MALTA 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

THE DISTRICT DUES :  MAIL TO DISTRICT TREASURER {address are below} 
DISTRICT 1 -   KIMBERLY BRUNS                  11210  79TH ST                           PLEASANT PRAIRIE, WI  53158   
DISTRICT 2 -  KAREN BAUMANN      4802 GOLDFICH DR                  MADISON, WI 53714 
DISTRICT 4 – JULIE PIPKE                              4301 S 43RD ST                           GREENFIELD, WI   53220 
DISTRICT 6 – MARY BROWN                 W159 N11033 LEGEND AVE    GERMANTOWN, WI   53022 
DISTRICT 7 – LYNN TOLLE                             927 CHURCHILL ST  APT W1    WAUPACA, WI   54981 
DISTRICT 8 – NANCY MALEWISKI                405 WOODROW ST                   DENMARK. WI   54208 
DISTRICT 9 – PATTY JANSKY                         12758  43RD AVE                        CHIPPEWA FALLS, WI   54729 
DISTRICT 10 – DONNA NOWAK                   N4193 SUNSET RD                    MEDFORD, WI    54451 
DISTRICT 11 – LAURA COFFIN                      503 S “L” ST                                SPARTA, WI    54656 

 

****NOTE**** 
ALWAYS!!!! REFER TO DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT’S COMMUNICATIONS FOR OTHER REQUESTS NOT 

LISTED – PLEASE READ – WHERE TO SEND DONATIONS AND HOW TO EARMARK CHECKS 
 

CHECKS MADE OUT TO PROGRAMS OR WITH MY NAME ON WILL BE RETURNED 
TWO SIGNATURES ARE REQUIRED ON ALL AUXIIARY CHECKS 

THANK YOU 



WISCONSIN VFW NEWS                            
 Subscription Special                           

INFO  YOU  NEED  TO  KNOW:   When  a  VFW  member  is  reported  as  deceased,  the  VFW  State
Headquarters MUST be informed (by either the Post or Auxiliary) that the widow would like to continue receiving
the  Wisconsin VFW News for the next year.  THE SUBSCRIPTION IS NOT AUTOMATICALLY CONTINUED!
After that year, Auxiliary members must pay for their own subscription. We are again offering half-price subscriptions
($5 instead of the regular $10) to all Auxiliary members for either new or renewing subscriptions.   Until December 15,
2022, any Auxiliary may send in a GROUP LIST of subscriptions, using this form.  PLEASE, no individual mailings or
personal checks – Auxiliary checks and one group listing ONLY.  

Auxiliary Treasurers:  please issue ONE AUXILIARY check for the whole group. It is up to each Auxiliary
to decide if they will pay for the subscriptions or collect the $5 from each member that wants one.  NOTE: These may be
NEW or RENEWING subscriptions and there is no minimum or maximum number required.  Please use reverse side if
more space is needed.  Questions?  Please call Auxiliary Chairman Mary Lou Duerr at 715-305-5052.

NOTE:  The subscription year runs for all six yearly issues, starting in January, 2023.  

Thank you for printing clearly!
NAME ADDRESS, CITY, STATE, ZIP NEW? RENEW?

TOTAL number of subscriptions (including reverse side) x $5.00 each = $ _______________ enclosed.

MAIL THIS FORM & AUXILIARY CHECK PAYABLE TO VFW DEPT. OF WI by Dec 15, 2022 to: 

VFW Dept. Headquarters, Attn: News Subscriptions, PO Box 6128, Monona, WI 53716-0128
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