
tfi.e gassing

I'd [ik4 to teff you a story tfrnt is uncomforta1fe for mp to utrite orl[,
f 'm sure utitf 6e uncomfortabte for you to read, 6ut te[[ it I mtst. ,]TLe

story k tfr.e story of my Motfi.er's deatfi..

% Motfler [i"e[ oftt, suffering for years from tfie [isease of
empfrysemn, a [isease tfint robs your 6odg of 1reatft oery stouttg an[
poinfutty. Sfte died on luty 29, L994 at 4:00 eM in tfr"e Sa:int tur.tfiorry's
9{ospire, Ameriffo,'lX. lfiose are tfi.efac*.

W Motfrer entere[ tfte frospita[ in nn[-taty suffering not onfy fro*
a[oancef empfr.ysenur, 6ut ako atitfr a 6[oc(age of frer 6outek. rfn
1tocforye requiref surgery to correct, 1ut fue to tfie adaance[ con[itbn
of fr.er tung [isease, tfre prognosit f- su:irting tfi.e su.rgery ixetf uas
marginaf at 6est.

Anyone ufr.o fowus my Motfier, fowar one tfi:ing, If force of utiff is
inoofoef, sfi,e atiff atin. u/itft tfu fowutfe[ge tfiat tfie te4as lron Lody
uas inao[vef, my Motfier [eci[e[ to un[ergo tfi.e surgery. I *[ *U
1rotfier from Soutfi. te4as a)ere ca[[e[ to Motfi.er's featfr 6ead on 7u[l
20' 1994. We arriaef fater tfiat [oy to fin[ tfiat tn^Le to form, Motfipr's
uitt frs.{ serae{ fi.er ute[[. Sfie fi.ad suwirte[ tfie surgery arl[ appeared to
6e recooering anff. fufnfl Once again, Motficr's aritt ftas uon out oaer
tfi.e Angek. We 6otfi stayed a coupfe of more fnyt to make sure sfiz, was
recoaering, tfien on Juty 24, ule 6otfi uent 6atk-to ow famifiu an[
utor(hetieaing tfie utorst a)ss oueD at feast fn a feut montfis.

On Ju[y 27 ate 6otfr receiae[ tfu cfi.itfing pfrone caff ue a[[ atbfi arc
ner)ar {r.aae to receiae. 'Motfr.er is dying,' nty sister, Marie (tfte
fugistere[ Afo.rse in tfi.e Air force) sail tfirough tfiz, tears. I fistene[
intent[g as sfi,e sai.t, yu, Tv{otfrer fial tafrgn a tum for tfre uorst anf fizr
survioaf uas to 6e nwasu.re[ in fiours, not fags, Coufd I come 1acNsoon?
/es, I'[[ 6e tfiere as ryrickb as I can. /u, 6oss [a[y, I fraae to feaae



qd?. 'rak"4 aff tfre time you need, tfi.e job uitt 6e fi.ere afi,en you get
6ack Let w futoat fioa., tfrings go. oK wiU nip arcross r("** an[
to Amnri[fo. Spee[ing ticket. Interue antipty. I a:ffiae.

Sfre's Afirte! force of wi[t, /u, tfrat is afi,at it uas. gure
wiffpouer.

My irotfier, futbert, tfre otdest of si4cfii^[dren, tfiz, mnn arc aff eryect
to 'stand up" for us a[[ an"d to kgep up tfu fire, fiLrns to me aitfr teafut
eyes and segs "I carl't unferstan{ fiou sngone utfio sees tfi:is and srnofus
can continue to do so!' Sucfi. suffiing mg Motfrer endured. An[ fip fLsn
to uatcfi. /ou see Mom enn Ded mooe[ to tfi.e sa.mz toatn a-t ffiU
1rotfier fioe years ago. lfuy annte[ to settfe in and get rea[y fn tfiat
azufut [ay. futbert, as tfre o[dut, uas tn$te[ utitft aff tfre [etai.k. .ffu
uitt, tficfaneratfitn[, tfiz, iruwmtce, tfrc Me[icare, tfre 6l[k, tfie
erteryday pro6[ems. Ktbert, 6tess fris fuart, manage[ to fu:ep fris fread up
an[ fr,is eyu fry tfi.rougfr it a[[ e4cept for tfr.e one mompnt.

Sfi.e stays in tfre Criticaf Care'Urcit afeut fiours, tfren tfie lDoctor
reconttnon[s sfre 6e morte[ to tfie Interuiae Care llnit (tuo rooftts
[oan), as sfi,e is no fonger criticaf hecause of tfie sLLr/ery. Sfre stays in
tfi.e ICll for antfiite (time is rwat a 6[ur, ute fowa., it is passing 6ut u)e are
o1tiaious to it) \efore tfi.e medicaf staff te[[ w u.,frnt arc reaffy [idn't
annt to ftear, 6ut forcu uas trae. Sfte utas dgiry. Marie, utfio arc fi.a[
6een retying on for mrntfis for frer me[icaf eryertise, 6ecomz,s tfic one
ue a[[ a"trtt to an[ asL'Is tfrat nghtl ,Teff us it isn't so, tPf,g145g1'

/u, sfi.e couW cfioose tfrp aentafator snf [etay meeting fi,er Motfipr
anf fatfrer in 9fearten, or sfre couf[ not. Sfte cfi.ose not.

aTte Doctor tefk us a6out an altemetiae to tfre IC1U u.,fi,icfr mtgftt
nake Motfrer's remaining frou.rs comforta1fe an[ a[[oa., tfte famity
fietter &ccess to fter. 9{e recorumpnds arc mooe Motfi.er to tfi.e l{ospice-
,an 6y tfre l{ospitaf. It's a seperate Sritii"B from tfic fiospitaf. A(9, it's



not q f {ace r.lere peopfe go to [ic. It's a ptace afiere peopfe afio fi.aae
reacfre[ tfre [imi* of *t[ita[ tecftnofogy go to eitfi.er grt 1ttter or not.
Irytfie 1eglrltLlng tfie [istinction seems nebufous anf cittoru. My Qo[ in
9{eauen, fioat ulron7 ue uere!

- efiytltatty the 9{ospice is rlot milcfi different tfian an. ndinary
figspitat uing. Emotionafty tfie 9{ospice is fitte[ uitfr feefings tnot
fiospitak are not. lfie steri[z atmospfure infs someutfrzrt n tfte fiattway
1etuteen tfi.e g{ospitaf an[ 9[ospire, my guess is a6out one incfr fro* tfte
9{ospita[ end.

*ru rytotner an[ fatfrer uere 6[use[ uitfr si4cfi,i[dren, four boys anf
tuto girk. first c(ntw three 6oys, futbert, Dona[[, an[ Stephen; tfien
two girk-lPauftne anf Marie, tfren I came a[ory fast. nt ihe frospice ute
cou[[ a[[ 6e in Motfier's room at once. tru fan) tfiey put fi,er n i foubk
roottl to accomo[ate our famity. We utere a[[ tfi.ere, my fatfi.er,
Motfier's 1rotfrers an[ sisters., fttg 1rotfrers mf sisters, tfi,eir cfii[dren an[
tfreir cfrtiffren's cfriffren. After aff, foae can nafr_e sicfrpeopte uet| caru't
it?

Motfrer a)as one of si4frerseff. sfi,e fia[ tfiree sisters an[ tuo
frotfi.ers. Tfie tfnee ufro u)ere not too sickor caring for intensety sicfr
spouses c&ntz to fi.efp my Motfur. Looe cou[d rnnfo frer 6e*er! We [La[
f*itfr. Sfr-e fla[ demorutrated sucfr. force of witt 6efore, ute a[[ 1eticued
sfi.e wout[ uitt ficrseff 6ac(to w. Aff we flan to [o uos 6e tfr,ere and fet
frer furcu ue a)ere tftere. Mr1 1rotfrer from soutfl te4as sn[ I furcat it
u)a.s fiue. Sfie fia[ [one it alt too often 6rf-r. We aniat and ifre gets
6etter.

We att [o ufint an can for eacfi, otfrer. Sfeep is sometfiing no1ofg
gets mucfi of, tfrursday nrgfrt is rwt too tougfi. Motfip, teerru to fati
into a tess ptinfu[ steep-tfisn furing tfre day Afutrsfay. fri[ay gou 6y in.
stages. ffity rernooe tfre onfy renaining a"tbe fro* Motfrer's 6ody. A



ft* frours [ater tfiey cfiange tfre orygen from fi.er nose to a masK Later
tfrey retrwve tfie masLand ogen aftogetfi.er.

trtty fLe[ to[[ us tfiat tftere ui[[ 6e sertera[ irctances ufrere fi.er
1-reatling uitt appear to stop on[y to start again. I{er sfrat{oat, painfut
1reatfis get more and nwre sfrnffoat, [ess an[ fus frequent. ylnatty ific
en[. .eg*rfu[ness. Sobs. I fi.ear rnysetf, attfiougfr l-rnnot tfrere ioyiog
it., "ofi. mg Qo[t' i

Momen* fater, oftu arc fiarte ca$e[ tfi.e mc[ica[ staff in, u.,e a[L
flusban[, 1rotfiers and sisters, sorls and faugfiert gran{cfriUren an[
great-gran[cf iHren mor)e out into tfie courtyar[ a[joining tfre fiospice.

It frnd 6een a partty cfoudy day. Jrut a feut cfouds oaerfi.ea[ at
rtarbus tirnzs tfirougfiout tfip ["y.

As tfie tast of tfte forftity atters tfic cowtyar[, tears fat[ing fron att
our cfi.eefu, it 6egbu to rainfromasky tfiat uas sunnu not antinute
6tf*t. Tfi,e rain f"asts onfy a minute or tuo.

Eo you 1efieae in Qo[?

Dan Mitk


