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Dear Folkso

Ir11 pet youre glad to hiar f?omme. f had Gaurd Duty Christmas Eve

and r havel cq in one of the companies now. r am permant party here

and I hate ft. lS nane is on the duty roster again for i,aurcl cluty flew years

EVe. Theyf Ere rea11y nuttlng the sqrews to mc onttds*ffi.;*f,{ay6"-o4'trcF--.r
the first I vi11 be able to take thirty d.ays leave. They donrt have argr

i

record of j+"he last leave I took. Ilinance says I have 2'l an6 one hal1 da.,.s

leave acrrr{d. 'i'hat means that the t&rirtieth of Januray f will have thirty
days built ion.

The r{eason I didnrt take any leeive ncw is because they would orly
.ll-et me hav$ a week and r thougiit it wasnrt worth a hun_irerl and fiftl,

l

dollars to 
lsnend 

five or si>r days at home. Do you think I should have t
I

taken the feek? }{ould you have? r donrt think you would waste y ur
monay that lway. I

Ir11 let lrn the fastest rank maker in our faraily. I will come home

cn qy next leave weari.ng L5 stripes. That is one greide more than I should

have by tifis tiroe, 0f course it wi|r only be ll#//l.l tenporary but stil1
it will be [ank. r will have arl the respect of a sergean], and all tbe

prividlegesl. The only thing r wint i bG getting the pay of a o-5.

r am sp good in this field they are making me an i_nstruetor. That

ls sonethinh to be proud of. Do'tt you trink? l,re a tei,chert turpossibler
tothink aboirt but it is tnre.I'

lrie1l efrough about me. How was Christnas? EVeryboiLy have a nice

tine? cet f1l the peesents openecl and all? Did you tako any pictures,?

r siil1 havpnrt gotten you anything bu, ioi.rt worry r wi1I.



rrn geiting paid $311. r0 a month. r get paitl twice e. month nrw"

Ilm never broke for more than three or four da.t's srrym.t*. Irve final-Ly

adjusted to i-he msderate ineome of a soldier. $peaking of' soldiering

when I uiis walking py gaurci ,rost Christmas norning I thought about horr

hap,.-y all ef the i{epher,rs anri i{ieces .would be opening thglr presents 
-arirl

all. I r^ralked from 0330 on the Z/+th to 1130 0n Lhe 25 so I wes walking

my oost whi-le thel were getting up and seein,r' r^rhat Santa had left fo::

them. I know ycu and Da,;,oy were thinking about ine u'hen ycu got up thiit

morning just as I hought about you and every other person on the govenment

payroll w:-,s thinking of his fanily. rrrn nor., getting homesick bul, I u::sh

I could have been there to see. f I never knew hor^r imlort nt Christnas

was until now. If you are up -,t midnight on new years eve thi:ik aboul;

rne out herp r,ralking around. with a lri-16 walking up anri down a fench ket:ping

.c,eopIe i'roh stealing governinent eQuiprilent. I will- be thinlcing about y;u

at the sane t*fte.

Loving Son,

DA.}INY J. 'p; rydld

Wrye@uf,,fu,,
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