	Snow Removal
There is no magical amount snowfall required before plowing begins.  We aim to have roads convenient for travel as early as possible following a snow event.

	 
	Heavily traveled county roads and problem areas are the first to be addressed.  Lower volume neighborhood and rural streets are plowed next.
We designed our policies to provide the highest possible quality of service.  Unpredictable weather events and financial constraints make it impossible to make winter roads absolutely safe.  Please be patient with us as we strive to keep your roads open.
When a significant snow or ice event occurs, it will take approximately 24 hours from the end of the storm to clear the main paved roads.  Clearing on gravel roads and subdivision streets will most likely begin 36 to 48 hours after the last snowflake has fallen.  All streets should be cleared within 96 to 120 hours from the end of the storm.  Significant delays to this schedule are probable if heavy winds and drifting are experienced after the end of the snowfall.



	Shovel Snow to the Right of Your Drive

Snowplows operate by pushing snow to the right.  Piling snow to the right of your driveway and mailbox (as you face the road) will help reduce the amount of snow pushed into or in front of your driveway and mailbox.  Snow must be piled as to not obstruct motorist vision.
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With the onset of winter, Livingston County Road Commission would like to remind homeowners and those in the snow removal business of the Michigan State Law (1949 P.A. 300, as amended MCLA 257.677a) that prohibits depositing snow, ice or slush on any roadway or highway. This happens frequently when plow operators push snow across the road or along the shoulder adjacent to driveways. Compliance with the law provides a safer roadway for our community during inclement weather.
Our plows sometimes push snow onto driveways as the snow leaves the plow and we really don’t have a choice. We know that it’s frustrating to shovel your driveway and then have the plow come by and push snow back at the base. Although we’d like to minimize the problem, there is no “efficient” way to plow the roadway so that your driveway remains snow free.
One way to assure that minimal snow will be piled in your driveway entrance is to follow the diagram provided here (click to enlarge).
Remember, it is hazardous and illegal to shovel or blow snow onto any public roadway once the road has been plowed. All shoveled or blown snow should be piled in your yard. Please follow the suggestion below to minimize windrows in your driveway opening.

	
Shovel the snow to the right side of your drive as you face the road, and clear a pocket of snow on the opposite side of your driveway. 

The accumulated snow on the plow will dump into the pocket and NOT in your driveway. 

This simple procedure will minimize the amount of residual snow being plowed from the roadway into your driveway. 

If an accident were to occur because of the snow you (or your plowing service**) had placed on the public right-of-way, you could be held liable. Your best bet when clearing snow is to pile all of it on your own property. 

While you’re out there, clear the area in front of your mailbox (if yours is at the curbside) after the plow has passed. If the mail carrier can reach your mailbox, you can expect to receive your bills and flyers in a timely manner. 

If there’s a hydrant in the in front of your home, clear a path to and around it from the roadway so firefighters can find and get to it quickly in case of an emergency. 
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	Winter Mailbox Maintenance
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	Each year,  70 to 100 people are killed in accidents involving rural mailboxes. Many others are permanently injured because mailboxes and their supports penetrate the windshield.
Record snow falls in recent winters have led to an increase in the number of mailboxes damaged by heavy snow thrown from passing plows.   
 Many of these mailboxes have become loose or in need of repair over years of use. Damage to these posts and receptacles could have been prevented by proper routine maintenance.  Will your mailbox survive the upcoming winter season? By taking a few precautions, you can help yourself out.

	 As the sports saying goes, the best offense is a good defense. To defend your specialty mailboxes against the forces of snow removal operations, replacing a decorative or oversized mailbox with an inexpensive standard mailbox is a good offensive action. Snow and ice coming off the plow at 35 MPH and in the mass quantities pack a much bigger punch than any snowball ever could! 

Before the ground freezes is a good time to check your mailbox installation to be sure it can weather the upcoming winter season by answering the following questions. 

1) Is the wood board your mailbox is setting upon in good condition? Wood does rot over time and a deteriorated board is a major cause of your mailbox landing in your front yard from the snow coming off the plow. 

2) Are the nails to the board loose? If so, it can become a projectile. 

3) How about the wood post in the ground? Again, an old wood post may be rotten or that one small knot in it may become the place where the post "splits." 

A simple check: If you can physically juggle your mailbox installation and it "gives" a little, it will give out when the snow and ice removal season is here. 

If your mailbox has been in place for any length of time, weather can compromise a good installation. 

One of the major problems each year is damage to mailboxes. Most mailbox damage occurs when heavy, wet snow is thrown against a weakened post or box. 

The road commission cannot assume responsibility for such damage. If the mailbox or post is damaged by snow thrown by the snow removal vehicles, it is the homeowner's responsibility to replace the box and post. 

However, if damage occurred as a result of direct contact with road commission snow removal equipment, a supervisor will meet with the homeowner to assess the damage for possible replacement. If struck by our equipment, a new standard rural aluminum box and/or 4"x4" wood post will be supplied to the homeowner.  Please keep your mailbox and post in good condition and located behind the curb or beyond the shoulder, where it is less likely to be damaged. 

Additionally, private installations within the public right-of-way, such as sod, shrubs, sprinkler systems, etc., may be damaged in the process of snow removal or seasonal maintenance work. Damage that may occur is not intentional and in many cases is unavoidable. 

Because it is the statutory responsibility of the road commission to maintain the roadways and the road right-of-way, the agency is not held liable or responsible for any damage caused to private installations located within these areas.
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