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Dear Members & Dressage Enthusiasts – 

With summer kicking into full gear, so do all the 
flies in all their varieties, and no matter how hard 
we try, they are still around. And just like humans, 
some horses can handle them better than others. 
Hopefully the article included will help with those 
who are more affected than others. 

This month’s meeting will be a business meeting 
where we will discuss horse shows, awards and 
upcoming meetings. Please join us so we can get 
your input as well. 

For August we are already in contact with the 
volunteer fire department to give us some safety 
tips as well as some large animal rescue 
demonstrations. We will send more details in due 
course as usual. 

Enjoy your summer. 

Isi Brown 
The Dressage Company Newsletter Editor
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2021 OFFICERS
President – Debbie Boeh  
debbieboeh@hotmail.com
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Chart3977@aol.com

Secretary – Sue Segerman 
segermansue@cinci.rr.com

Sargent at Arms -Mary Lynn Griswold
marylynngriswold@gmail.com

Membership Chair 
Melanie Stewart
 rmstewart@fuse.net

Trustees
Leslie Laine
Trish Hammer
Isi Brown

Webmaster
Leslie Laine
ldlaine@fuse.net

Newsletter Editor - Isi Brown
isidressage@gmail.com

Historian/Social Media Chairs  
Sue Segerman 
segermansue@cinci.rr.com

DRESSAGE COMPANY

NEXT  MEETING
Monday, July 19th 

- Meeting will start at 7PM – 
Please come at 6:30PM if you want to order food  

El Rancho Nuevo
6752 Cincinnati Dayton Rd

Suite 107, Liberty Township, OH

OTHER HORSE EVENTS
 UPCOMING SHOWS 2021

MAJESTIC FARM – SERIES 2 

July CT & Dressage – July 10th

August Dressage – August 14th

September Dressage – September 4th 
October CT & Dressage – October 9th

Turkey Trot – November 6th

December Dressage – December 4th 

SOME RECOGNIZED SHOWS

Mid Ohio Classic I & II – July 16-18

Majestic Farm Hotter Than Blue Blazes I & II – 
August 6/7 – August *

ODS Down Center Line 3 & 4 – August 14 & 15

Indiana Dressage Festival I & II – August 21 & 22

NOTE: 

The Dressage Company TM is a Group 
Member Organization of the United States 
Dressage Federation (USDF). Members are 
automatically USFS Group Members. We are 
located in Region 2. 
For showing at recognized shows, make sure you have the 
correct membership to be qualified for all championships, 
awards etc. 
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10 Ways to Banish Flies from the Barn
A multi-pronged approach will help keep your horse's home fly-free.

By  Audrey Pavia  - This article originally appeared in the July 2015 issue of Horse Illustrated magazine.

It’s summertime—there’s more time to ride and more time to spend outside with your horse. Unfortunately, the 
warm weather also means more time for flies to start reproducing. Flies will soon be tormenting your horse, if 
they aren’t already. But all is not lost; you can fight back. The following 10 methods of fly control go a long way 
toward keeping fly populations under control.

1. Manure Management
Probably the single most important way of controlling flies is proper manure disposal. Stable flies, the most 
annoying of all the biting flies that bother horses, breed in manure. Houseflies also prefer manure for 
reproduction.

The best way to keep these fly numbers down is to frequently remove manure from your horse’s stall or 
paddock. Barn aisles, turnout areas and riding arenas should also be cleaned. Clean at least once a day; more 
often if you can. Once manure is scooped up, it should be taken to a manure pile far away from the barn or 
stored in a covered dumpster until you can remove it from your property.
Soiled bedding is another favorite spot for flies to lay their eggs. Remove wet shavings or straw from your 
horse’s stall every day to keep the fly population down.

2. Moisture Control
Flies love moisture and seek out wet areas to breed. Search your property for leaks from faucets, sprinklers 
and pipes. Look for areas where rain water gathers, too.
If your horse has a favorite spot in his stall or paddock to urinate, you can bet that flies are laying their eggs 
there. Put down moisture-absorbing materials to help soak up the urine. In box stalls, keep urine to a minimum 
with frequent cleanings and by using highly absorbent bedding.

3. Biological Controls
An eco-friendly way to combat flies is to use biological methods. Tiny parasitic wasps are widely available, and 
work by destroying the fly larvae before it can hatch. Signing up for a monthly delivery of these predatory 
insects during fly season can help keep the fly population down at your barn.
Harmless to humans and so small you can barely see them, the wasps are shipped still in the egg stage. Once 
a few of the wasps hatch in the plastic bag after delivery, you sprinkle the contents in and around your horse’s 
living area.

4. Traps
Available in a variety of different types, fly traps work by attracting flies, either through color or scent. Once the 
fly lands on or enters the trap, it can’t escape and eventually dies.
The simplest type of fly trap uses a sticky surface to capture flies. The flies are drawn to the color—usually 
orange or yellow—and land on it. The glue-covered surface sticks to their feet, keeping them from flying away. 
Other traps use bait to lure the fly inside. Some traps have water inside, and the flies drown because they can’t 
escape. Others simply trap them inside the container, where they die due to lack of food and water.
Sticky fly traps can be hung anywhere flies congregate, but should be safely out of reach of curious horses. 
Baited traps should be placed far from stalls since they will initially attract more flies to the area before the 
insects become trapped.

5. Barn fans
Flies tend to be less active when there’s a strong breeze, as wind affects their ability to fly. So create your own 
wind! Barn fans hung from the ceiling over each stall and in the barn aisles can do wonders for keeping flies 
out of the area. Freestanding fans can also be used in barn aisles.

https://www.horseillustrated.com/author/audrey_pavia


6. Stable Management
The environment surrounding your horses can have a big effect on the number of flies at your facility. 
Practicing good barn keeping will keep flies to a minimum.
Start by making sure all garbage cans are securely covered. An open trash can will draw flies from near and 
far. Keep feed storage containers covered as well since some grains and sweet feeds can attract flies. Clean 
up spilled feed right away, especially if it’s wet.
Be sure to dispose of any rotting hay on the property since this is the perfect breeding environment for flies. 
The combination of moisture and organic material is a haven for these pests. Also, avoid using straw as 
bedding since wet straw is a magnet for flies.

7. Fly Sprays
Both insecticidal sprays and repellents discourage flies from landing on your horse.
Oil-based sprays have more staying power than water-based products, and both are best used in conjunction 
with other types of fly control. They should not be used in the vicinity of parasitoid wasps, however, since the 
beneficial insects are also susceptible to insecticides.

When applying fly sprays, be sure to use an adequate amount as directed on the label. If you don’t coat the 
horse’s hair with the spray, flies can still land and bite. For applying around the eyes, ears and muzzle, spray 
the product onto a washcloth and wipe it onto the horse’s face. You can also use a roll-on insecticide for these 
delicate areas.

8. Cover-Ups
No matter how good your fly control methods, it’s impossible to get rid of every single fly. To protect your horse 
from these biting pests, use cover-ups.
Fly masks are the most effective way to protect your horse from flies. Face flies are notorious for feeding on 
the mucus in your horse’s eyes, causing irritation and potentially spreading disease. You can also use a mask 
with attached ear covers to keep biting gnats out of his ears.
Fly masks and fly sheets are an effective way to protect your horse from flies.
A fly sheet prevents flies from landing directly on your horse’s body. The lightweight mesh blanket protects 
your horse’s chest, back, sides and hindquarters from biting flies. Add mesh leg wraps to protect the lower 
legs, and flies will have a hard time finding a place to bite your horse.
By using these methods, you can make a big impact on the number of flies that live on your property and 
pester your horses.

9. Spray systems
In a barn environment, an overhead fly spray system can be effective at keeping fly populations down. Spray 
systems release a repellent or insecticidal mist periodically throughout the day. The spray comes down onto 
the horses and prevents flies from landing and biting. The system can be designed to spray directly into both 
stalls and barn aisles.
After installing a spray system in your barn, choose the type of insecticide or repellent you want to use. If you 
are concerned about introducing chemical fly products into the environment, opt for natural formulations.

10. Supplements
Supplements designed to prevent flies from breeding in manure or to discourage flies from biting are another 
option for your horse. Insect growth regulators (IGR) are chemicals that disrupt the fly’s ability to reproduce by 
affecting the pupa stage in the life cycle. When the active ingredient in the IGR is present in the horse’s 
manure, the fly larvae can’t develop to adulthood.
A feed-through product containing an IGR is added daily to the horse’s food, and then passes through the 
horse and is deposited with the manure. The IGR has no effect on the horse, but wreaks havoc on the fly 
population.
Natural supplement formulas containing garlic, apple cider, yeast and other ingredients with natural fly-
repelling properties are reported to discourage flies from biting. These products must be fed daily to be 

effective. 
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DRESSAGE QUOTES

 

If you have anything horse related for sale, 
please send me details to 
isidressage@gmail.com and a picture, and 
we put it in our sales corner. Remember 
for members up to 5 lines are free, beyond 
that please see rates to the left. 
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2021 Membership Form
Application/Renewal

The membership year runs from Nov 1, through Oct. 31.
Dues are $45.00/year for Senior members and $30.00/year for Junior members (a rider who 
has not reached their 21st birthday before November 1st of the membership year). The dues 
include an affiliate USDF membership fee.

Are you a USDF member through another organization?    {  }  YES        {  }  NO

If yes, please include you membership number: __________________

{  }  New Member          {  }  Renewal        {  }  Change of Address

NAME                                                                                                      

ADDRESS                                                                                               

CITY, ST, ZIP                                                                                          

PHONE                                                                                                    

EMAIL                                                                                             DOB                      

SIGNATURE                                                                                           

Make check payable to The Dressage Company and mail this completed form to:

Mail to:  Melanie Stewart
8736 Apple Blossom Lane
West Chester, OH 45069

Email questions or inquiries to: rmstewart@fuse.net
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