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Admissions Policy

Our Group:
1st Little Paxton Scout Group has one Squirrel Drey, one Beaver Colony, one Cub

Pack, one Scout Troop and a Young Leaders Unit.

1st Little Paxton Scout Group operates a central waiting list for young people
wanting to join our scout group. A young person may be added to the waiting list
at any time. Once a year, the Lead Volunteer will contact the waiting list to check

whether you still want your young person on the waiting list.

When we have spaces available, we will offer young people from the waiting list in

accordance with our Admission Policy below.

Places will generally be offered at the start of a term but from time to time a place

may come up mid-term if someone leaves.
Anyone who is offered a place but is not able to take it up, will generally be
removed from the waiting list. They can be re-added but this will move them down

the priority list.

All decisions regarding admissions will be made in conjunction with the Lead

Volunteer and the Chair of the Group, whose decision will be final.
Admission Policy

Background:



Whilst we accept that Scouting should be for all, we also have to accept that we
cannot satisfy the demand for scouting in our area. We must therefore apply some
sensible and transparent rules that balance supply and demand. Those rules
should not violate the Equal Opportunities Policy, but they can be used to preserve
the age balance in the sections and thus improve the delivery of the programme for
all.



Policy:
Whilst accepting that there will occasionally be slight variations, due to personal
development or the desire to coordinate age cohorts Moving On to the next
section,
Wherever possible, new members (those joining scouting for the first time) should
join a section at or around the "optimum joining age" for that section

e Squirrels: 4yrs

e Beavers: byrs

e Cubs: 8yrs

e Scouts: 10%ayrs.
Members should also Move On to the next section at the appropriate age wherever
possible. This means that, unless considered desirable by the Lead Volunteer and
the Chair on an individual basis: non-members will only be admitted into one of our
sections within the following age ranges:

e Squirrels-4to5

e Beavers-6to7

e Cubs-8to9

e Scouts - 10%2to 12.
Where there are more young people than available places, places will be allocated
according to a predetermined set of rules designed to ensure existing members can
continue benefiting from scouting and to reward those whose parents or siblings

are already actively involved in the Group.

Implementation:
e 1st Little Paxton Scout Group operates a central waiting list for all sections.

e The waiting list will only accept non-members who are 3yrs and above.

Allocation of Spaces:

Spaces will be allocated in the following order.

e Young members of scouting who are ready to move onto the next section.
e Transfers from other scouting sections outside of our group.

e Children of existing volunteers (Team Leaders, Team Members, Trustees).
e Siblings of members in the scout group.

e Non-members who are on our waiting list.



The above allocation of spaces will stop once sections are either

e at maximum Capacity of the section as per P.O.R
o Squirrels - 24 young people
o Beavers - 24 young people
o Cubs - 36 young people
o Scouts - N/A

*For Squirrels, Beavers and Cubs, the maximum number of young people can be

extended with approval from the District and County Lead Volunteer.

e Ratios of adults-to-young people are met
o Squirrels - 1 adult to 4 young people (plus a spare adult)
o Beavers - 1 adult to 6 young people (plus a spare adult)
o Cubs - 1 adult to 8 young people (plus a spare adult)
o Scouts - 1 adult to 12 young people (plus a spare adult)



