Hope for Tomorrow (Part 1)
Commendation

I commend all of you in the Swindon Church who have been growing in faith and who have shown the zeal to serve GOD faithfully. GOD through HIS special grace has called us to serve and to be co-labourers with JESUS CHRIST.
GOD’s perspective of our lives

· Understand that  the purpose of GOD for man is not simply to go to school, marry, have children travel the world, then grow old and die

· Act 27 v23 -26: 

                           v23: The GOD of whose I am
                           v24: The angel said, do not be afraid, you must stand trial – why didn’t GOD remove the trial

        1 Cor 1v 30: But of HIM are ye in CHRIST JESUS

Our human experiences (Blessings,  trials and temptations) 
Question: Why do you want to be blessed?

Key narrative: Moses and the Children of Israel  on their way to the Promised Land (Deut 8 v1-20)
Distinguish between test and trials

                        GOD tests us to prove us and to bring us into the Promised Land

· GOD tests us to humble us in order to bring us into the Promised Land (Deut 8 v1-20)

· We are a often refined by GOD in the furnace of affliction (Isa 48 v 9 -11) due to our sins

· Some trials are allowed by GOD to test our obedience/patience (for patience must finish its work:  Jam 1v4)

                        Temptation are caused by the devil and his plan is to destroy  a believer
· People are tempted when they allow the lust of their flesh to overtake them (James 1 v13)
· The devil came to kill, steal and destroy

· 1 Chron 21 v1: The devil incites David to number the army of Israel (walking by sight)

· GOD will never allow you to be tempted beyond what you can bear (1 Cor 10 v13)

· John 16 v33: In this world you will have trouble, but take heart I have overcome the world

                           We often make mistakes/disobey GOD and land ourselves in trouble

· Like Jonah we often find ourselves in the belly of whale (Jonah 1 v 1-16)
Hope for Tomorrow (Part 2)
How can I have hope in a desperate situation?
(The integrity of anyone who made you a promise determines the outcome:
Ps 36 v5: GOD’s steadfast love extends to the Heavens
Num 23 v19: GOD is not man that HE should lie
1 Sam 15 v29: The Strength of Israel is not man

Heb 12 v1: Look unto JESUS as the world can only offer pain (Isa 8 v 21-22)
· The devil is the master of lies: 

· Don’t allow the devil to sell you his pack of lies!  - 5 year ago he said that you are finished –but here you are

· The devil always point to time …it is too late he will say
Key narrative: Daniel’s life in Babylon   Dan 1 v 1-21  
   v 1-2: Due to disobedience, GOD handed the Israelites over to their enemies

           v3: In the midst of the trial, there were distinguished/ diligent people

           v6: Their captors wanted to change their names (situation will often want to change you)
           v8: Daniel resolved in his heart not to defile himself with the royal food and wine
· For GOD to help us, we must all resolve not  to defile ourselves with anything – no matter how good
           v9: Now GOD had caused the official to show favour and sympathy to Daniel (GOD comes after Daniel’s decision)
          v10-15: For the believer, your ultimate material supply (e.g. food)  is first from Heaven before the earth

· A  GODLY piece of vegetable and water  vs  a full royal banquet  meal
· Health came from above
           V17: Here we see GOD again intervening  and giving them knowledge and understanding ≡ to Paul being taught by 
                     The HOLY GHOST(Gal 1 v11-12)
· One Divine revelation/wisdom can catapult you to greatness
Hope for Tomorrow (Part 3)
  What do I do as I have  no Job, looking for a partner, looking for papers?

 Key narrative:  Luke 5 v1 -11
                       v1: Miracles often break forth when people are pressing to hear the Word

                                 (The women with the issue of blood pressed, Paul pressed (Phil 3v14))
                       v2: They left the boat and JESUS entered – they were at the point of failure i.e washing their nets
                      v3: JESUS asked Peter to do sth – GOD don’t work with idle people

                      v4: JESUS first used Peter’s boat for HIS own purpose  - how frustrating for Peter/us

                    v5: Effort without JESUS will leading to fruitless toiling

                          At thy word => Peter understood that HE was not ordinary – he must have heard the sermon

                           Or know about JESUS

                  ( v6: Abundant blessing, same boat, same Peter, Same lake – Only GOD makes the difference

                    v7: Call others to come and taste and see the LORD’s goodness

                     v8: GOD’s goodness is meant to bring us to more righteousness
                      v10: JESUS drew their attention to the ultimate goal for HIS followers – the need to catch men                    

                      ( v11: Peter was willing to leave it all for CHRIST

(Material riches without GOD is like driving a fast car towards a cliff!            

Ecl 1v1-14: 
                  V2: All is vanity
                  V4:  One generation passes and is replaced by the other

                 V10: Nothing is new under the sun
Practical Steps to take when facing difficulties
(1) It is one day at a time with JESUS. Give us this day our daily bread

(2) Look upwards from whence cometh your help  (Ps 121 v1)
· Faith develops from looking at JESUS

· Fear develops from looking at men, Home Office, Rec Agencies, Bosses etc
(3) Be happy and shame the devil: You must count your blessings and decide to be happy as :

1 Tim 6 v6 -10

                  V6: Godliness with contentment is great gain

                  V7: We brought nothing into the world

                  V9: Pursuit of riches can be used as a trap by the enemy

(4)JESUS MUST BE  the centre of your joy because every other things will fade away one day

· Let nothing stand between you and the light that comes from the Cross of JESUS

· Whatever you make the source of your joy apart from JESUS will be turned by the enemy into the battleground of your life

· Separate yourself from the things GOD has given you

(5)Whatever your hand finds, keep doing it excellently and GOD will meet you there:
·  David was diligently keeping the sheep
· Moses (a former prince) humbled himself and kept sheep for Jethro his father-in-law and GOD met him

· Peter and others were busy fishing when JESUS met them

· Paul was busy persecuting the Church and he encountered JESUS

(6) Deal with your eye problem: We do not walk by sight but by faith (2 Cor 5 v7)
        - Deut 11v 1-32: The land you are going to take over is not like the land of Egypt
         Mark 4v 35 -41: JESUS calms the waves

               V38: The first question we/they asked JESUS in the midst of the storm – do you really care? (from the start   

                       JESUS  told them that they ARE GOING TO THE OTHER SIDE – they can be sure of that!

               V40: Next JESUS ask HIS own question, - do you still have no faith?

               V41: The disciples asked the final question “ Who is HE?”

(7)Let JESUS into your boat

· Peter toiled until he let JESUS into his boat (Luke 5 v 1- 11)

(8) Deal head on with the fear factor: What is the worst that can happen? – Just be humble
         - When you are pressed, press on GOD’s covenant
(9) Build an Ebenezer for GOD :

· In 1 Sam 7 v12-14: Samuel built an altar for GOD and called it Ebenezer and their enemies were subdued
· 2 Sam 24v 18 – 25: David built an altar for the LORD (that cost him) and the LORD stopped the plague

(10) You must surrender what  GOD gave you to HIM. If you become a container you will gain a trickle but GOD wants you to be a channel of blessing so that HE can keep pouring blessings to you in order to reach others around you.

· Do anybody ever know that you have been financially blessed?

(11) When you are weak/begin to walk by sight then go and pray 
       -  In GOD’s presence is the fullness of joy (Ps 16 v11)
       - They that wait upon the LORD shall renew their strength(Isa 40 v31)

       - Deut 33 v27:  Eternal GOD is your refuge
(12) Listen to uplifting songs, messages  to raise your spirit
(13) Never lean on man  (Prov 25 v19: Like a broken tooth is leaning on unfaithful men)

(14) Never add lies/use unholy tactics in your pursuit (Jem 7v 8-11)

Benediction

Read Psalms 121 v1 -8
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